
4._____________________________________________________

21 And that water is a picture of baptism, which now saves you, not by removing dirt from your body, but as a response to God from a clean conscience. It is effective because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
                                                                                  (1 Peter 3:21, NLT)







5._____________________________________________________

22 Now Christ has gone to heaven. He is seated in the place of honor next to God, and all the angels and authorities and powers accept his authority. (1 Peter 3:22, NLT)






1)_____________________________________________________

2)_____________________________________________________

3)_____________________________________________________




Focus on Jesus Christ!




Primary message sources and recommended resources:  Hope Again (1 Peter) by Charles R. Swindoll; Exposition of the New Testament (1 Peter) by Warren Wiersbe; NIV Application Commentary (1 Peter); Word Biblical Commentary (1 Peter); The Communicator’s Commentary (1 Peter) by Paul Cedar.








Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, October 4
9am – Adult Sunday School Class
10am – Worship Celebration

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.



TODAY’S MESSAGE, OCTOBER 4, 2026
SERIES: A Living Hope
“Experiencing Hope Beyond the Creeds”
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor

The Apostles’ Creed

   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
   And in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.


1 Peter 3:18-22 (NLT)

18 Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely home to God. He suffered physical death, but he was raised to life in the Spirit. 19 So he went and preached to the spirits in prison— 20 those who disobeyed God long ago when God waited patiently while Noah was building his boat. Only eight people were saved from drowning in that terrible flood. 21 And that water is a picture of baptism, which now saves you, not by removing dirt from your body, but as a response to God from a clean conscience. It is effective because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 22 Now Christ has gone to heaven. He is seated in the place of honor next to God, and all the angels and authorities and powers accept his authority.









1._____________________________________________________

Remember, it is better to suffer for doing good, if that is what God wants, than to suffer for doing wrong! (1 Peter 3:17, NLT)

Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely home to God. He suffered physical death, but he was raised to life in the Spirit. (1 Peter 3:18, NLT)

v. 18:  crucifixion… v. 19:  proclamation…
v. 21:  resurrection…  v. 22:  ascension and exaltation…





2._____________________________________________________

Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely home to God. He suffered physical death, but he was raised to life in the Spirit. (1 Peter 3:18, NLT)






3._____________________________________________________

19 So he went and preached to the spirits in prison— 20 those who disobeyed God long ago when God waited patiently while Noah was building his boat. Only eight people were saved from drowning in that terrible flood. (1 Peter 3:19-20, NLT)

A wonderful text is this, and a more obscure passage perhaps than any other in the New Testament, so that I do not know for a certainty just what Peter means.  (Martin Luther)





My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study.

1) If you have a “churched” background, were any creeds in your experience?  If so, do you recall what they were?  What did they mean?

2) Read 1 Peter 3:18-22.  How is this passage like a “statement of faith” that could be recited in church?

3) Why is unjust suffering the main theme of vs. 18-22 (see v.17)?  What hope does Christ’s life, death and resurrection provide?  How does the example of Christ encourage those who suffer?

4) 1 Peter 3:18 is a summary of Christ’s work and purpose.  What all can you derive from this verse about why Jesus came and what He accomplished for the world and for you?

5) In vs.19-20 we find Christ’s edict.  Of all the possible interpretations of this passage, which do you prefer?  Why?  

6) According to v. 21, nothing in the waters of baptism cleanses the soul, but the water does illustrate what has already happened in the life of the believer.  How would you describe what baptism is (and is not) to a person who wants to be baptized?

7) What was the condition of the world and human hearts in Noah’s day (Genesis 6:5-8)?  How is our world today like the world of Noah?  How does the image of the flood in Noah’s day remind us of the urgent need for people to come to Christ today?  Who is one person in your life whom you could introduce to Jesus? 

8) Our world is often unfair and unjust.  In the context of suffering, how does the picture of Christ portrayed in this passage bring hope to you?... to others?

9) Describe what Christ has done to bring you salvation.  What assurance do you have that this salvation will last forever?  

10) Why is it important to focus on Jesus Christ (on the “big picture” of the Scriptures)?  In what ways can you more specifically and practically do so?  

What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it?

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.


FOR FURTHER STUDY

At least eighteen major interpretations and theories have been suggested to explain 1 Peter 3:19-20a.  The following is a summary of four main interpretations:

a) Christ as pre-incarnate and preaching through Noah (2 Peter 2:5) to the people before the Flood (Genesis 6 – 8).  Noah called them to repentance, but they disobeyed and are now imprisoned.  The point of Peter’s argument would then be that as God vindicated Noah then, He would vindicate Christians now.

b) Christ’s preaching in the short interval between His death and resurrection, during a “descent into hell.”  It is said that Christ announced His victory to the spirits of Noah’s wicked contemporaries confined in the realm of the dead.

c) A similar idea is that Christ proclaimed His victory to fallen angels, often identified with the “sons of God” of Genesis 6:2, 4 (cf. Job 1:6; 2:1), in their place of confinement.

d) Christ proclaiming His victory to fallen angels after the resurrection, at the time of His ascension into heaven (2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). 

A weakness of (a) is that it does not relate the event to Christ’s death and resurrection, as the context of 1 Peter 3 seems to do.  The main problem with (b) is that the term “spirits” (v.19) is only used of human beings when qualifying terms are added.  Otherwise, the term seems restricted to supernatural beings.  A major difficulty with (c) is that some scholars dispute that “sons of God” (Genesis 6:2,4) refers to fallen angels.  Those who challenge (d) do so on the basis of the same concern for (c), that if “spirits” (v.19) is taken to refer to fallen angels, then interpretive issues arise with Genesis 6:2,4 (“sons of God”).

The point of the last three interpretations (b,c,d) is that just as Jesus was vindicated, so too Christians will be vindicated, in contrast to (a) which refers to Noah’s vindication in his day.


(For further comment on these and other views, see:  The NIV Application Commentary, 1 Peter, Scot McKnight, Zondervan, 1996, pp.215-217)
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