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MATTHEW 22:4

Introduction

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In
Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others.
In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of
God which surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth

to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVOCATION

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

(Please Stand)

GATHERING SONG COME, NOW IS THE TIME TO WORSHIP

CHORUS
Come now is the time to worship
Come now is the time to give your heart
Come just as you are to worship
Come just as you are before your God
Come

VERSE 1
One day every tongue
Will confess You are God
One day every knee will bow
Still the greatest treasure remains
For those who gladly choose You now

VERSE 2
Willingly we choose to surrender our lives
Willingly our knees will bow
With all our heart soul mind and strength
We gladly choose You now

ENDING
Come come just as you are come come

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

CCLI Song # 2430948
Brian Doerksen
© 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the

earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.



Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine
love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ++ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.

Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with
abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure,
and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

(Please be seated)

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
FIRST READING ISAIAH 25: 1-9

O LORD, you are my God; | will exalt you; | will praise your name, for you have done
wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 2 For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin; the palace of foreigners is a city no more; it will never be rebuilt.

3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 4 For you have
been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm
and a shade from the heat. When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, ®the
noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the
song of the ruthless was stilled. ¢ On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a
feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines
strained clear.

7 And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the covering
that is spread over all nations; & he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord Gob will wipe
away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the
earth, for the LORD has spoken. ° It will be said on that day, “See, this is our God; we have
waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be
glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
(Please Stand)
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GOSPEL MATTHEW 22:1-14
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 22NP Chapter. Glory to You, O Lord.

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call those
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, | have prepared my dinner, my oxen and
my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’

5But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, ¢ while the
rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his
troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The
wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. ° Go therefore into the main streets, and
invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” ° Those slaves went out into the streets and
gathered all whom they found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

1 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing
a wedding robe, '2and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’
And he was speechless. 3 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” "4 For
many are called, but few are chosen.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ

(Please be seated)

SERMON PASTOR RICHARD CARBAUGH
(Please Stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY GATHER US IN (ELW #532)

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please be Seated)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition will end with “Hear us, O God,” and the response will be “Your mercy is great.”

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



MEAL——
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran
Church! In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical
Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code.

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION ALL ARE WELCOME (ELW #641)

(Please Stand)

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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JESUS WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

(Please be seated)

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!
Everyone, regardless of age and denomination, is invited to join us for Holy Communion. If you prefer a blessing, simply inform
the communion distributors. The ushers will direct your row when it is time to come forward.

You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by
the second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice
is also available.
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN AS WE GATHER AT YOUR TABLE (ELW #522)

COMMUNION BLESSING




PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your
liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
BENEDICTION
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the
Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG ALL THE PEOPLE SAID AMEN

CCLI Song # 6518275
Matt Maher | Paul Moak | Trevor Morgan
© 2013 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing; Thankyou Music Ltd; Valley Of Songs Music; Trevor Morgan Music

Verse 1
You are not alone if you are lonely
When you feel afraid you're not the only
We are all the same in need of mercy
To be forgiven and be free
It's all you got to lean on
But thank God it's all you need

Chorus
And all the people said amen whoa
And all the people said amen
Give thanks to the Lord for His love never ends
And all the people said amen
Verse 2
If you're rich or poor well it don't matter
Weak or strong you know love is what we're after
We're all broken but we're all in this together
God knows we stumble and fall
And He so loved the world
He sent His son to save us all

Bridge
Blessed are the poor in spirit who are torn apart
Blessed are the persecuted and the pure in heart
Blessed are the people hungry for another start
For theirs is the kingdom the kingdom of God



DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE






BETHEL STAFF & COUNCIL

Kristal Cutler, Director of Music music@bethelwinchester.com
Nina Davis, Office Manager office@bethelwinchester.com
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and Security
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Mel Siebert, Youth Ministry youth@bethelwinchester.com
Patty White, Parish Custodian annwhite54@aol.com
Financial or Giving Questions office@bethelwinchester.com

Council Executive Committee

JENNIFER LAFOLLETTE, PRESIDENT, TEXT/CALL 540-533-9142, EMAIL jnanlafollette@gmail.com
CHERIE LAUCK, VICE-PRESIDENT & MINISTRY TEAM TEXT/CALL 540-336-0300, EMAIL cherie.lauck@bethelwinchester.com
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