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Mark 10:1-12
Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea and across the Jordan. Again crowds of people came to him, and as was his custom, he taught them.
2 Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”
3 “What did Moses command you?” he replied.
4 They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.”
5 “It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied. 6 “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, 8 and the two will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”
10 When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. 11 He answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her. 12 And if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.”


Theme & Goal:
Marriage isn’t about M__, it is about W__!


SLIDE
1. Marriage is a C__________ U__________ between a husband and a wife, ordained by G_______, in which two become one F___________.




Mark 10:6-9 
But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, 8 and the two will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”



2. Although divorce is C__________ to God's original design, he P__________ it in certain circumstances when the marriage covenant has been grievously B__________N.



Matthew 19:9
I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.”



Mark 10:6-7
4 They said, “Moses P__________ a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.”
5 “It was because your H__________ were H__________ that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied.



Jesus identifies sexual immorality as an exceptional breach of the marriage covenant. But the biblical vision of covenant faithfulness is larger than sexual fidelity. Persistent, serious, and unrepentant physical abuse can also represent profound C__________-B__________, because it contradicts the very purpose of marriage: faithful, self-giving love. Therefore, protecting a person from abuse is not a R__________ of the sanctity of marriage; it is a recognition of the sanctity of the P__________ whom God has joined in that marriage.



3. Remarriage is lawful when a marriage covenant has been B__________ D__________.



Matthew 19:9 — Jesus permits divorce and remarriage in the case of sexual immorality (the exception clause).

1 Corinthians 7:15 — Paul teaches that if an unbelieving spouse abandons a believer, the believer is “not bound” in such circumstances.



To those who are single, remember that your worth is not determined by your marital status, but by your identity in Jesus Christ. Do not rush into marriage out of loneliness or pressure, nor settle for someone who will draw you away from Christ. Seek first God's kingdom, cultivate godly character, and build meaningful relationships within the community of faith. If you desire marriage, pray for wisdom and look for someone with whom you can pursue Christ faithfully. And remember, singleness is not a waiting room for real life; it is an opportunity to love God, serve others, and live wholeheartedly for his glory (1 Corinthians 7:32–35).


2 Corinthians 6:14 — Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.


To married couples who are struggling, remember that your marriage is not sustained by your love for each other alone, but by the grace of God who loves you both. Do not give up on each other when the going gets difficult. Humble yourselves, confess your sins, forgive as Christ has forgiven you, and learn to love one another sacrificially, as Christ loves the church (Ephesians 5:25). Seek help from a trusted pastor or qualified marriage counsellor rather than struggling alone. Your spouse is not your enemy; sin is. And if you are experiencing abuse, seek safety and appropriate help. Let the gospel remind you that the same grace that brought you together can help you grow in faithfulness, healing, and love.
To those who are divorced because of covenant-breaking, remember that your divorce does not define you; your identity in Jesus Christ does. If you have been sinned against, know that God sees your pain and draws near to the brokenhearted (Psalm 34:18). If you have sinned, there is forgiveness and restoration through the grace of Jesus Christ (1 John 1:9). Resist bitterness, seek healing, and allow trusted Christian friends and pastoral care to walk alongside you. You do not need to rush into another relationship; give yourself time to grieve, heal, and grow in the Lord. Your marriage may have ended, but God's faithfulness to you has not. In Christ, there is grace for your past, hope for your present, and purpose for your future (Romans 8:1).



To those considering remarriage, do not rush into a new relationship before carefully examining whether your previous marriage covenant has been biblically dissolved. Seek God's wisdom through Scripture, prayer, and counsel from a trusted pastor. Take time to grieve, heal, acknowledge your own failures, and extend forgiveness where needed. Do not let loneliness, guilt, or the desire for companionship drive your decision. If remarriage is biblically permissible, seek a spouse who shares your commitment to Jesus Christ and with whom you can build a marriage marked by covenantal faithfulness, sacrificial love, and mutual holiness. Remember, God's grace does not erase the seriousness of marriage, and the seriousness of marriage does not place you beyond God's grace. Seek to honour Christ in your past, present, and future (1 Corinthians 7:39; Proverbs 3:5–6).


Applications:
How is the Holy Spirit comforting, convicting, and challenging you?  Name your nugget.
What does the Holy Spirit want you to do about that this week?  Name one next step. 
How can your houseChurch help you accomplish your next step this week?
Name one person with whom you will share your Holy Spirit nugget this week.  

