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About This Edition 
This guide covers the 39 Old Testament and 27 New Testament books of the Protestant Bible. Each study moves 
from the author’s life and relationship to Christ into the date, place, historical and cultural setting, and surrounding 
nations. It then presents the summary, themes, imagery, key verses, parallel biblical books, application, and a notes 
page. 

Use this book alongside your Bible for individual study, teaching preparation, or group discussion. The purpose is to 
understand each book in its context and respond faithfully to what you read. 

Scripture selections use the King James Version. Some quotations are portions of verses, labeled as selected KJV text. 
Read the full passages and their surrounding context. Punctuation and typography are standardized for readability. 

Authorship and death accounts distinguish biblical evidence from historical testimony, traditional attribution, and 
uncertainty. Historical references and further study resources appear after Revelation. 

Writing dates and locations are approximate when the evidence is uncertain. Biblical testimony, traditional 
attribution, and debated scholarly proposals are distinguished throughout. 
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How to Use This Guide 
Read the Biblical Book 
Read the book or a complete passage before using its study pages. The selected reading passages and key verses are 
starting points, not a substitute for the full text. References without a book name within an entry refer to the book 
being studied. 

Understand Authorship and Biography 
Some books identify a writer; others are anonymous or include several sources. Traditional attribution means a 
longstanding association, not an explicit claim by the book. For anonymous books, the guide identifies the limits of a 
biography and may describe a traditionally associated person. A central character is not automatically the author. 
Scholarly opinions about several books’ composition may differ. 

Distinguish the Death Accounts 
Biblical record means Scripture describes the person’s death, though it may not give a cause. Ancient historical 
account means an early nonbiblical source reports it. Early Christian tradition and later tradition are accounts 
preserved outside Scripture and have differing levels of evidence. Unknown means a particular death cannot be 
established responsibly. Codes H1–H8 refer to the historical sources at the end. 
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Reading and Personal Study 
Read Imagery in Context 
Begin with meanings the text itself explains and connections to other biblical passages. Not every object, number, or 
event carries a hidden meaning. Christian connections to Christ are identified where relevant. Prophetic visions and 
disputed passages should be studied with awareness of differing interpretations. 

Study the Key Verses 
Each book has two key verse selections with KJV wording and a short explanation. Some quotations are complete 
verses; others are selected portions, explicitly labeled as selected KJV text. Read the complete referenced verses and 
their surrounding context. Punctuation and typography are standardized for readability. Words such as charity and 
careful may require explanation in modern English. 

Apply and Record 
Ask first what a passage meant to its original audience. Distinguish historical description from commands to imitate. 
Then consider an appropriate response in belief, conduct, prayer, and relationships. Use the notes to record 
observations, revelations, questions, cross references, and specific actions. Other Christian traditions have additional 
biblical books beyond this guide’s 66-book scope. 
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Understanding the Contexts 
The author and Christ 
For New Testament writers, this section identifies known discipleship, family connections, apostolic calling, or 
received testimony. Old Testament writers lived before Jesus’ incarnation; their connection is explained through their 
place in the biblical story and specific New Testament uses of their writings. Unknown authors are not assigned an 
invented biography or personal encounter. 

Dates, places, and historical horizons 
BC dates count down toward the beginning of the Christian era; AD dates count forward. All ranges are 
approximate. The time of narrated events may differ from the date of writing or final compilation. A story setting, 
audience location, or planned destination does not by itself establish the place of writing. Traditional and critical 
proposals are presented as alternatives when they materially affect understanding. 

Cultures and biblical parallels 
The surrounding-cultures section focuses on relevant peoples and empires rather than claiming to survey the entire 
world. When dating is disputed, alternative historical horizons are identified. Parallel books may recount the same 
events, share a period, quote earlier passages, or develop a related theme; the reason for comparison is stated. Chapter 
source codes lead to the context resources after Revelation. 
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Old Testament  /  Law 

Genesis 
Author 
Traditionally attributed to Moses. The book itself does not name its author; its sources and final composition are 
debated. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Moses was born to an Israelite family in Egypt and raised in Pharaoh’s household. After years in Midian, God called 
him to lead Israel out of slavery, mediate the Sinai covenant, and guide the people in the wilderness (Exodus 2–3; 19–
24). This is the profile of the traditionally attributed author. 

Relationship to Christ 
Moses lived before Jesus’ earthly ministry. Jesus says Moses wrote about him (John 5:46); Hebrews 11:26 connects 
Moses’ faith with Christ. Genesis supplies the promises to Abraham fulfilled in Christ (Galatians 3:16). 

How the Author Died 
Biblical record: Moses died in Moab at age 120, after viewing the promised land. Deuteronomy emphasizes that his 
strength had not failed; it gives no medical cause of death (Deuteronomy 34:1–7). 

Date of Writing 
Traditional Mosaic composition belongs to the second millennium BC, often the fifteenth or thirteenth century 
depending on Exodus chronology. Many scholars date the final shaping of the Pentateuch to the sixth–fifth centuries 
BC. No exact year is established. [C01] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. The wilderness is proposed under Mosaic authorship; Judah and the Babylonian exile are proposed for 
later compilation. The story’s locations are not proof of where the book was written. 

Historical Context 
The narrative moves from creation and humanity’s beginnings to Israel’s ancestors and Joseph in Egypt. For later 
Israelite readers, these origins explained covenant identity, land promises, and dependence on God through 
displacement. 

Cultural Context 
Kinship, household leadership, inheritance, marriage arrangements, hospitality, and pastoral life shape the patriarchal 
stories. Treat these ancient practices as the setting of the narrative rather than automatic instructions for modern life. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Mesopotamian peoples preserved creation and flood traditions with multiple gods. Egyptian kingship, agriculture 
along the Nile, and court administration form Joseph’s wider world. Genesis presents Israel’s God as sovereign over 
these settings. 
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Summary 
Genesis establishes the beginning of the biblical story: God creates an ordered, good world and makes humanity in his 
image, with responsibility to care for creation (1–2). Adam and Eve’s rebellion fractures their relationship with God 
and introduces shame, conflict, and death into human experience (3). Cain’s violence, the flood, and Babel show sin 
spreading through families and societies (4–11). Yet judgment does not erase God’s purpose: he preserves Noah’s 
family and makes a covenant concerning the earth. 

The focus then narrows to Abraham and his descendants (12–36). God promises Abraham land, offspring, and 
blessing that will extend to the nations. Abraham’s journeys reveal both faith and failure; the birth of Isaac 
demonstrates that the promise depends on God’s faithfulness. Jacob’s struggle with Esau, his years with Laban, and 
his return home expose rivalry and deception while showing God continuing to preserve the covenant family. Jacob 
receives the name Israel, and his sons become the ancestors of Israel’s tribes. 

Joseph’s story moves that family into Egypt (37–50). Sold by his brothers, falsely accused, and imprisoned, Joseph 
eventually rises to authority and prepares for famine. His encounter with his brothers tests whether they have changed 
and leads toward reconciliation. Their wrongdoing remains real, but God works through the circumstances to 
preserve life (50:20). 

Genesis ends with Joseph’s death and the family still outside the promised land. The story therefore closes with 
expectation rather than completed fulfillment. Its movement from creation to one chosen family explains both 
humanity’s need for restoration and the beginnings of God’s covenant purpose for the wider world. 

Key Themes 
Creation and human dignity (1:26–28); sin and its consequences (3); covenant and blessing (12:1–3); providence 
amid suffering (50:20). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The tree of life portrays life in God's presence (2:9; 3:22–24). The rainbow is the sign of God's covenant with living 
creatures (9:12–17). Stars illustrate the promised multitude of Abraham's descendants (15:5).  

Imagery between the Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil: The heart of the imagery is the 
question: “Will I trust God to teach me what is good, or place my own judgment above His?” 

Key Verses 

Genesis 1:1 
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” 

Selected KJV text. God is the source of creation. 

Read the complete passage 

Genesis 50:20 
“ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good” 

Selected KJV text. Joseph acknowledges wrongdoing while recognizing God’s preserving purpose. 

Read the complete passage 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%3A1&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2050%3A20&version=KJV


Genesis  

                                                                                www.heartmattermiistries.org                                                                       3 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Exodus 1 continues the family’s story in Egypt. Romans 4 develops Abraham’s faith; Romans 5:12–21 and 1 
Corinthians 15:45–49 compare Adam with Christ. These are narrative continuation and theological parallels. 

Application 
How does bearing God's image shape your treatment of others? Where can Joseph's story help you trust God without 
excusing wrongdoing? Practice forgiveness while acknowledging harm. 

Reading focus  Genesis 1–3; 12:1–9; 15; 50:15–21 
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Notes 

Observations, revelations and verse references 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Questions and connections to other passages 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Prayer and one specific action 
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Old Testament  /  Law 

Exodus 
Author 
Traditionally attributed to Moses. The text records Moses writing certain material (17:14; 24:4), without explicitly 
identifying the final compiler. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Moses was born to an Israelite family in Egypt and raised in Pharaoh’s household. After years in Midian, God called 
him to lead Israel out of slavery, mediate the Sinai covenant, and guide the people in the wilderness (Exodus 2–3; 19–
24). This is the profile of the traditionally attributed author. 

Relationship to Christ 
Moses lived before Jesus’ incarnation and served as covenant mediator. He appears with Jesus at the transfiguration 
(Luke 9:30–31). John 5:46 connects his writings with Christ; the Passover is linked to Christ in 1 Corinthians 5:7. 

How the Author Died 
Biblical record: Moses died in Moab at age 120, after viewing the promised land. Deuteronomy emphasizes that his 
strength had not failed; it gives no medical cause of death (Deuteronomy 34:1–7). 

Date of Writing 
Traditionally composed by Moses during the wilderness period, in the fifteenth or thirteenth century BC. Many 
scholars distinguish earlier traditions from a final Pentateuchal form in the sixth–fifth centuries BC. [C02] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Sinai and the wilderness are traditional proposals for Mosaic writing; later editorial activity is associated 
with Judah and exile. Egypt is the opening story setting, not an established writing location. 

Historical Context 
Israel moves from forced labor under Pharaoh through deliverance to covenant at Sinai and construction of the 
tabernacle. The narrative answers how an oppressed people became a community belonging to God. 

Cultural Context 
Ancient kings commanded labor and military power. Covenant obligations, household Passover observance, 
priesthood, purity, and portable sanctuary worship organize the newly delivered people’s life. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Egypt’s royal ideology and worship of many deities provide the background to the conflict with Pharaoh. Egypt also 
exercised influence in Canaan during parts of the second millennium BC; the precise historical placement of the 
Exodus is debated. 

Summary 
Exodus begins with Abraham’s descendants growing into a people enslaved in Egypt (1–2). God hears their suffering, 
remembers his covenant, and calls Moses to confront Pharaoh (3–6). Moses’ objections and Pharaoh’s resistance 
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show that deliverance will depend on God’s power rather than the leader’s confidence. The plagues expose Pharaoh’s 
inability to secure his people, while the Passover becomes a defining act of remembrance and deliverance (7–12). 
Israel leaves Egypt, crosses the sea, and enters the wilderness (13–18). Their songs celebrate rescue, but hunger, thirst, 
and fear soon expose the difficulty of trusting God after liberation. God provides food and water and begins forming 
a people whose dependence must continue beyond the moment of escape. 
At Sinai, God establishes covenant responsibilities and calls Israel to be a holy people (19–24). The commandments 
and accompanying laws address worship, community relationships, justice, and protection of the vulnerable. 
Deliverance precedes these obligations: Israel is called to live faithfully because God has rescued them. Instructions for 
the tabernacle describe how divine presence will be honored within the community (25–31). 
The golden calf rebellion interrupts the sanctuary instructions and reveals how quickly Israel can exchange trust for a 
visible object of worship (32–34). Moses intercedes, and the covenant is renewed. The people then construct the 
tabernacle, and God’s glory fills it (35–40). Exodus moves from oppression to worship and from forced service under 
Pharaoh to covenant service under God. Its ending centers on the Lord dwelling among the people he has redeemed. 

Key Themes 
Deliverance and God's name (3:7–15); redemption and covenant (12; 19–24); God's presence and holiness (33–34; 
40). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Passover blood marks households spared from judgment (12:13); the New Testament connects Passover with Christ 
(1 Corinthians 5:7). Cloud and fire guide Israel (13:21–22). The tabernacle represents God's dwelling among His 
people (25:8). 

Key Verses 

Exodus 3:14 
“I AM THAT I AM” 

Selected KJV text. God reveals His name in commissioning Moses. 
Read the complete passage 

Exodus 14:14 
“The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.” 

Selected KJV text. Israel’s rescue at the sea depends on God’s intervention. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Genesis 46–50 explains Israel’s arrival in Egypt. Leviticus develops tabernacle worship; Deuteronomy retells the 
covenant. Hebrews 8–10 compares the sanctuary and sacrifices with Christ; 1 Corinthians 10:1–4 recalls the 
wilderness. 

Application 
What does freedom require of those God delivers? Examine one habit that competes with worship, and practice 
obedience as a response to grace. Read Israel's covenant laws in their historical setting. 
Reading focus  Exodus 3; 12–14; 19–20; 32–34; 40 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%203%3A14&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2014%3A14&version=KJV
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Notes 

Observations, revelations and verse references 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Questions and connections to other passages 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Prayer and one specific action 
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Old Testament  /  Law 

Leviticus 
Author 
Traditionally attributed to Moses. Much of the book presents instructions the Lord gives Moses for Israel. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Moses was born to an Israelite family in Egypt and raised in Pharaoh’s household. After years in Midian, God called 
him to lead Israel out of slavery, mediate the Sinai covenant, and guide the people in the wilderness (Exodus 2–3; 19–
24). This is the profile of the traditionally attributed author. 

Relationship to Christ 
Moses preceded Jesus’ earthly life. His priestly laws belong to the covenant background of Christ’s ministry; Hebrews 
9–10 explains how Christ’s priesthood and sacrifice fulfill purposes pictured in Israel’s worship. 

How the Author Died 
Biblical record: Moses died in Moab at age 120, after viewing the promised land. Deuteronomy emphasizes that his 
strength had not failed; it gives no medical cause of death (Deuteronomy 34:1–7). 

Date of Writing 
Traditionally the Mosaic wilderness period, fifteenth or thirteenth century BC. Many scholars locate the collection 
and final editing of priestly material in the exilic or postexilic period, sixth–fifth centuries BC; its traditions may be 
older. [C03] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. The narrative places the instructions at Sinai. That setting supports the traditional wilderness proposal but 
does not establish where every part of the final book was compiled. 

Historical Context 
After the tabernacle is erected, Israel receives instructions for sacrifices, priests, purity, holy living, festivals, and the 
Day of Atonement. The central concern is how a people may live near a holy God. 

Cultural Context 
Sacrificial worship, clean and unclean distinctions, agricultural seasons, kinship obligations, and land tenure 
structured Israelite life. Ritual impurity is not always moral guilt; read each law in its particular category and context. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Egyptian and Mesopotamian communities also maintained temples, priesthoods, sacrifices, and purity practices. 
Leviticus places Israel’s worship within covenant loyalty to one God and binds worship to justice toward neighbors 
and strangers. 
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Summary 
Leviticus continues the story after God’s glory fills the tabernacle. Its central question is how a people can live in the 
presence of a holy God. The opening instructions distinguish offerings associated with dedication, thanksgiving, 
purification, and the repair of wrongdoing (1–7). The ordination of Aaron and his sons establishes priestly service, 
while the deaths of Nadab and Abihu underline the seriousness of approaching God on one’s own terms (8–10). 

The next section addresses distinctions of clean and unclean in food, childbirth, bodily conditions, and discharges 
(11–15). These categories organize Israel’s ritual life; ritual impurity is not automatically evidence of a moral offense. 
The Day of Atonement brings the sanctuary and the community’s need for cleansing into a coordinated annual 
observance (16). Sacrifice, priestly mediation, and purification demonstrate that access to God is both a gift and a 
responsibility. 

Chapters 17–27 extend holiness into ordinary life. They address sexual conduct, truthful dealing, care for neighbors 
and strangers, priestly responsibilities, sacred seasons, and the use of land. Sabbath and Jubilee instructions challenge 
the idea that land, labor, and vulnerable people exist only for the advantage of the powerful. Covenant blessings and 
warnings explain the consequences of faithfulness and rebellion, and the final chapter addresses vows and dedicated 
property. 

The book therefore joins worship with ethics. Holiness includes the sanctuary, but also generosity, justice, and love of 
neighbor (19:18). Read within Israel’s covenant setting, Leviticus reveals a community ordered around God’s 
presence and prepares the sacrificial and priestly background developed in Hebrews. 

Key Themes 
Holiness (19:1–2); atonement and cleansing (16–17); love of neighbor (19:9–18); sacred rhythms and justice (23; 25). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Sacrificial blood signifies life given for atonement (17:11). The two goats on the Day of Atonement portray cleansing 
and the removal of sins (16). Jubilee proclaims release and restoration (25), without promising every modern reader 
financial wealth. 

Key Verses 

Leviticus 19:2 
“Ye shall be holy: for I the LORD your God am holy.” 

Selected KJV text. Israel’s life is to reflect the holiness of its God. 

Read the complete passage 

Leviticus 19:18 
“thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the LORD.” 

Selected KJV text. Holiness includes faithful, loving conduct toward others. 

Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Exodus 25–40 supplies the sanctuary setting. Numbers adds priestly duties; Deuteronomy revisits covenant law. 
Hebrews 9:1–14 and 10:1–18 provide extended comparisons with Christ’s sacrifice. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2019%3A2&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2019%3A18&version=KJV
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Application 
How are worship and everyday ethics connected? Choose a concrete act of generosity or honesty. Study these rites 
alongside Hebrews 9–10 before applying them to Christian worship. 

Reading focus  Leviticus 16; 19; 23; 25 
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Notes 

Observations, revelations and verse references 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Questions and connections to other passages 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Prayer and one specific action 
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Old Testament  /  Law 

Numbers 
Author 
Traditionally attributed to Moses. Moses is explicitly instructed to record stages of Israel's journey (33:2). 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Moses was born to an Israelite family in Egypt and raised in Pharaoh’s household. After years in Midian, God called 
him to lead Israel out of slavery, mediate the Sinai covenant, and guide the people in the wilderness (Exodus 2–3; 19–
24). This is the profile of the traditionally attributed author. 

Relationship to Christ 
Moses lived before Jesus’ incarnation. His leadership of the wilderness community anticipates questions of faith and 
obedience addressed by Christ. Jesus explicitly compares his lifting up with Moses’ bronze serpent (John 3:14–15). 

How the Author Died 
Biblical record: Moses died in Moab at age 120, after viewing the promised land. Deuteronomy emphasizes that his 
strength had not failed; it gives no medical cause of death (Deuteronomy 34:1–7). 

Date of Writing 
Traditional Mosaic writing falls during the wilderness period, fifteenth or thirteenth century BC. Many scholars 
distinguish older narratives and lists from final Pentateuchal compilation in the sixth–fifth centuries BC. [C04] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. The wilderness and plains of Moab are traditional possibilities; the locations of the journeys do not prove 
the final compiler’s location. 

Historical Context 
Israel travels from Sinai toward Canaan, experiences rebellion and judgment, and prepares a new generation to enter 
the land. The narrative spans the transition from the Exodus generation to its successors. 

Cultural Context 
Tribal organization, censuses, camp order, priestly service, vows, and inheritance laws organize the community. 
Stories of scarcity and complaint show the difficulty of sustaining covenant trust during migration. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Edom, Moab, Midian, and Canaanite kingdoms controlled routes, territory, and local shrines. Balaam’s role reflects 
the wider use of divination; Israel’s conflicts occur within a region of competing peoples rather than empty land. 

Summary 
Numbers follows Israel from its organization at Sinai to the preparation of a new generation on the plains of Moab. 
The opening census, arrangement of the camp, duties of the Levites, and instructions for communal purity establish 
an ordered people gathered around the tabernacle (1–10). God’s presence directs their movement, but the journey 
soon tests whether their outward organization will be matched by trust. 
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Complaints about food, challenges to Moses’ authority, and fear of Canaan’s inhabitants expose repeated resistance 
(11–14). When most of the spies discourage entry into the land, the people reject God’s promise. The resulting 
judgment means that the unbelieving generation will die in the wilderness. Further rebellions, including Korah’s 
challenge, deepen the warning against treating divine calling and covenant responsibilities lightly (15–19). 
Even Moses fails to honor God properly at Meribah and is told that he will not lead Israel into Canaan (20). The 
bronze serpent episode joins judgment with a provided means of rescue (21). Balaam’s attempted involvement in 
cursing Israel shows that outside opposition cannot cancel God’s blessing; the subsequent wrongdoing at Peor shows 
that the people can still endanger themselves through unfaithfulness (22–25). 
A second census introduces the generation preparing to enter the land (26–36). Inheritance questions, Joshua’s 
commissioning, worship instructions, and arrangements for settlement look toward life beyond the wilderness. 
Numbers holds divine faithfulness and human accountability together. God preserves his covenant purpose, but 
belonging to the community does not make rebellion harmless. The book ends ready for entry into Canaan, with 
Israel’s future still requiring faithful dependence. 

Key Themes 
God's presence and order (1–10); unbelief and rebellion (13–14); intercession (14:13–19); faithfulness across 
generations (26–36). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The cloud signals God's guidance (9:15–23). The bronze serpent becomes the means of healing for those who look as 
commanded (21:4–9); Jesus uses this event in John 3:14–15. Balaam's star and scepter evoke a coming ruler (24:17). 

Key Verses 

Numbers 6:24 
“The LORD bless thee, and keep thee:” 

Selected KJV text. The priestly blessing expresses dependence on God’s care. 
Read the complete passage 

Numbers 14:18 
“The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression” 

Selected KJV text. Moses appeals to God’s character during Israel’s rebellion; the verse also affirms accountability. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Exodus provides the departure and Sinai background; Deuteronomy reviews the journey. Hebrews 3–4 and 1 
Corinthians 10:1–13 apply wilderness events to faith and perseverance; John 3:14–15 interprets the bronze serpent. 

Application 
When does fear make you resist God's direction? Identify a recurring complaint and turn it into honest prayer. 
Consider how your choices affect the next generation. 
Reading focus  Numbers 6:22–27; 13–14; 21:4–9; 27 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers%206%3A24&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers%2014%3A18&version=KJV
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Notes 

Observations, revelations and verse references 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Questions and connections to other passages 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Prayer and one specific action 
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Old Testament  /  Law 

Deuteronomy 
Author 
Traditionally attributed to Moses, whose speeches form most of the book. The account of his death (34) reflects a 
later narrator. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Moses was born to an Israelite family in Egypt and raised in Pharaoh’s household. After years in Midian, God called 
him to lead Israel out of slavery, mediate the Sinai covenant, and guide the people in the wilderness (Exodus 2–3; 19–
24). This is the profile of the traditionally attributed author. 

Relationship to Christ 
Moses lived before Jesus. Acts 3:22–23 applies his promise of a coming prophet to Jesus. Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 
in resisting temptation (Matthew 4:1–11), affirming its importance for faithful covenant obedience. 

How the Author Died 
Biblical record: Moses died in Moab at age 120, after viewing the promised land. Deuteronomy emphasizes that his 
strength had not failed; it gives no medical cause of death (Deuteronomy 34:1–7). 

Date of Writing 
Traditionally Moses’ final addresses before entering Canaan, fifteenth or thirteenth century BC. Many scholars place 
major written development in the eighth–seventh centuries, including Josiah’s era, with exilic and later editing. [C05] 

Place of Writing 
The addresses are set on the plains of Moab. Under traditional authorship, that region is proposed for writing; the 
final death account and later editorial work have no established writing location. 

Historical Context 
Israel stands at the threshold of the promised land. Moses recalls deliverance, explains covenant obligations, and warns 
that unfaithfulness will lead to loss of the land and exile. 

Cultural Context 
Public covenant renewal, teaching children, central worship, courts, kingship, and care for vulnerable people 
structure communal life. Blessings and curses belong to the covenant’s ancient legal and rhetorical setting. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Near Eastern rulers used treaties with commands, witnesses, and sanctions. Canaanite worship and neighboring 
kingdoms posed alternatives to Israel’s allegiance; later readers faced Assyrian and Babylonian imperial pressure. 

Summary 
Deuteronomy presents Moses’ final instruction to Israel before the people enter Canaan. He begins by recalling the 
journey from Horeb, the failed response to the spies, and the years that followed (1–4). Remembering is a spiritual 
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responsibility: the coming generation must learn from earlier unbelief and recognize that its future rests on God’s 
covenant faithfulness. 
Moses restates the Ten Commandments and calls Israel to love the Lord wholeheartedly (5–11). The people must 
teach God’s words to their children, resist rival worship, and remember that prosperity can encourage forgetfulness. 
Their possession of the land is not proof of their superior righteousness. God’s gracious commitment, rather than self-
congratulation, is the proper foundation for obedience. 
The laws in chapters 12–26 explain covenant life in worship, leadership, courts, family relationships, economic 
dealings, and care for vulnerable people. Kings and other authorities remain accountable to God’s instruction. 
Offerings, festivals, debt arrangements, and provisions for the poor connect allegiance to God with the shape of 
communal life. 
Blessings, curses, and covenant renewal make the stakes explicit (27–30). Moses anticipates both failure and the 
possibility of return, urging the people to choose life through faithful love and obedience. The closing chapters 
commission Joshua, preserve Moses’ song and blessing, and recount Moses’ death outside the land (31–34). 
Deuteronomy serves as a theological lens for the history that follows. Israel’s security cannot be separated from 
covenant loyalty, and obedience must arise from remembering deliverance. The book joins public instruction with 
the formation of the heart, presenting faithfulness as a way of life passed from one generation to another. 

Key Themes 
Love and loyalty to God (6:4–9); remembrance (8); justice and care for the vulnerable (15; 24); covenant choice (30). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Circumcision of the heart depicts inward renewal and allegiance (10:16; 30:6). God as a rock expresses reliability 
(32:4). Life and death picture the covenant's decisive alternatives (30:15–20). 

Key Verses 

Deuteronomy 6:4 
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:” 

Selected KJV text. Israel is called to exclusive allegiance to the Lord. 
Read the complete passage 

Deuteronomy 6:5 
“And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” 

Selected KJV text. Covenant faithfulness engages the whole person. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5 present the Ten Commandments. Joshua–Kings trace covenant obedience and 
failure. Matthew 4 quotes Deuteronomy 6–8; Romans 10:6–8 develops language from Deuteronomy 30. 

Application 
What helps you remember God's faithfulness? Establish a practice of teaching Scripture at home. Which vulnerable 
person could benefit from your resources or advocacy? 
Reading focus  Deuteronomy 6; 8; 15; 30–34 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%206%3A4&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%206%3A5&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  History 

Joshua 
Author 
Anonymous. Traditionally associated with Joshua; some writing is attributed to him (24:26), while the final narrative 
includes events after his death. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The final writer is unidentified. Joshua, the traditional author association, was Moses’ assistant, one of the faithful 
spies, and Israel’s leader in entering Canaan. He called the tribes to serve the Lord (Exodus 24:13; Numbers 14:6–9; 
Joshua 1; 24). 

Relationship to Christ 
Joshua preceded Jesus and led Israel into Canaan. Hebrews 4:8–11 distinguishes the rest associated with Joshua from 
God’s fuller promised rest; this is a theological comparison, not a claim that Joshua knew Jesus personally. 

How the Author Died 
Biblical record about Joshua: he died at age 110 and was buried at Timnath-serah; the cause is not stated (Joshua 
24:29–30). The final narrator’s death is unknown. 

Date of Writing 
Traditional attribution associates much of the book with Joshua’s lifetime, in the second millennium BC. Many 
scholars place its final form within the seventh–sixth-century BC Deuteronomistic history, using older traditions. 
[C06] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Canaan is the traditional proposal; Judah or an exilic setting is proposed for later compilation. Locations 
of battles and covenant ceremonies describe events, not necessarily writing. 

Historical Context 
The narrative recounts entry into Canaan, campaigns, land allotments, and covenant renewal after Moses’ death. 
Later readers encountered it within Israel’s larger account of land, loyalty, and loss. 

Cultural Context 
Tribal land inheritance, city defenses, covenant ceremonies, and household allegiance are central. The warfare 
accounts require attention to their ancient setting and theological purpose rather than direct transfer to present-day 
conflict. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Canaan contained city-states with local rulers and worship of deities such as Baal. Egyptian influence varied over the 
period; the chronology and extent of settlement and conquest remain debated in historical study. 
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Summary 
Joshua begins with leadership passing from Moses to Joshua and with repeated encouragement to be strong, 
courageous, and attentive to God’s instruction (1). Rahab protects the spies, Israel crosses the Jordan, memorial 
stones preserve the memory of God’s action, and covenant signs prepare the people for life in Canaan (2–5). The 
entry into the land is presented as the continuation of promises made long before Joshua’s lifetime. 

The campaigns against Jericho, Ai, and other cities portray both victory and the consequences of disobedience (6–
12). Achan’s wrongdoing shows that success cannot be treated as automatic, while the Gibeonite agreement exposes 
the danger of acting without seeking God’s counsel. Covenant renewal and the reading of the law keep the military 
narrative connected with Israel’s responsibility to the Lord. 

Land allotments occupy much of the second half (13–22). These chapters may appear less dramatic, but they show 
promises becoming an inherited place for particular tribes and families. Provisions for cities of refuge and Levitical 
towns give communal responsibility a geographical form. Remaining territory and unresolved tensions also show that 
settlement is not identical with the completion of every task. 

Joshua’s closing addresses warn against divided allegiance and call Israel to serve the Lord (23–24). The book 
emphasizes God’s fulfilled promises while refusing to make land possession a substitute for faithfulness. Its warfare 
belongs to this specific ancient narrative and covenant setting; it does not supply a general authorization for modern 
violence. Joshua ends with the people’s commitment and the deaths of key leaders, preparing for the question of 
whether the next generation will remain faithful. 

Key Themes 
God's faithfulness (21:43–45); courageous obedience (1:6–9); covenant loyalty (24); the seriousness of sin (7). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Memorial stones preserve communal remembrance (4). The scarlet cord marks Rahab's household for rescue (2:18–
21). The ark signifies God's covenant presence (3). These narrative details should not automatically be assigned 
hidden meanings. 

Key Verses 

Joshua 1:9 
“Be strong and of a good courage” 

Selected KJV text. Joshua’s courage is grounded in God’s commission and presence. 

Read the complete passage 

Joshua 24:15 
“but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 

Selected KJV text. Joshua calls for a deliberate commitment to serve God. 

Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Numbers and Deuteronomy prepare for entry into the land; Judges follows the unresolved conflicts. Hebrews 4:1–11 
revisits the theme of rest. Joshua 24 and Deuteronomy 30 both call for covenant allegiance. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%201%3A9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%2024%3A15&version=KJV
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Application 
What reminders of God's faithfulness can you preserve? Where does obedience require courage? Read the warfare in 
its ancient covenant context; it is not a mandate for modern violence. 

Reading focus  Joshua 1–4; 6–7; 21:43–45; 24 
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Old Testament  /  History 

Judges 
Author 
Anonymous. Jewish tradition associates the book with Samuel, but the text does not identify him as its author. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The final writer is unidentified. Samuel, traditionally associated with these narratives, was Hannah’s son, raised under 
Eli at Shiloh. He served as prophet and judge, confronted Israel’s leaders, and anointed Saul and David (1 Samuel 1–3; 
7; 10; 16). 

Relationship to Christ 
The author or final compiler is unknown and lived before Jesus. If the traditional association with Samuel is accepted, 
he also preceded Christ. The book’s failed leaders and cycles of rescue form a thematic background to the need for 
faithful deliverance. 

How the Author Died 
Biblical record about Samuel: Israel mourned him, and he was buried at Ramah. His cause of death is not given (1 
Samuel 25:1). The final writer’s identity and death are unknown. 

Date of Writing 
The traditions concern the era before the monarchy. Traditional attribution links the book with Samuel’s eleventh-
century BC lifetime; many scholars place the final framework in the seventh–sixth centuries BC. [C07] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Israel or Judah is likely for the preservation of the traditions; an exilic setting is proposed for final shaping. 
No writing location is named. 

Historical Context 
After Joshua, Israel repeatedly abandons covenant loyalty, suffers oppression, and receives temporary deliverance. The 
closing narratives expose disorder before the establishment of monarchy. 

Cultural Context 
Tribal coalitions, family honor, local shrines, marriage alliances, and agricultural survival shaped daily life. The book 
describes violence and exploitation without making every action of its characters morally exemplary. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Philistines, Moabites, Midianites, Ammonites, and Canaanite communities competed over land and resources. Their 
rulers and religious practices recur as sources of pressure and as alternatives to Israel’s covenant worship. 

Summary 
Judges describes the generations after Joshua, when Israel’s incomplete obedience and accommodation to 
surrounding worship produce repeated crises (1–2). A recurring pattern develops: the people turn from God, 
experience oppression, cry for help, and receive deliverance through a judge. These judges are temporary rescuers and 
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leaders rather than a stable royal government. God’s compassion repeatedly interrupts disaster, but the people’s 
renewed loyalty rarely lasts. 
The stories of Othniel, Ehud, Deborah and Barak, Gideon, Jephthah, Samson, and others reveal both courageous 
faith and troubling failures (3–16). The victories cannot hide the progressive deterioration of leadership. Gideon’s 
household, Abimelech’s ambition, Jephthah’s rash vow, and Samson’s divided life show deliverance occurring 
through people who are themselves deeply compromised. Their actions must be assessed individually rather than 
endorsed simply because they appear in Scripture. 
The closing narratives move from national oppression to corruption within Israel itself (17–21). Rival worship, abuse 
of a vulnerable woman, civil war, and further violence against women expose a community losing its moral bearings. 
The repeated statement that everyone does what seems right in their own eyes describes disorder rather than freedom 
worthy of celebration. 
Judges asks what happens when covenant identity survives as a label while faithfulness erodes in practice. Its need for 
righteous leadership prepares for Samuel and kingship, but the severity of the failures also shows that a change in 
political structure alone cannot renew the heart. God’s repeated mercy remains visible within a history of escalating 
rebellion. 

Key Themes 
Cycles of rebellion and mercy (2:10–23); compromised leadership (8–16); moral disorder (17–21); the need for 
faithful allegiance to God. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Gideon's fleece belongs to a specific request for assurance (6:36–40), not a universal method for decisions. Samson's 
hair marks his Nazirite dedication (13; 16). The repeated phrase about doing what is right in one's own eyes exposes 
moral collapse (21:25). 

Key Verses 

Judges 2:16 
“Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, which delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them.” 

Selected KJV text. God mercifully provides deliverers amid Israel’s failures. 
Read the complete passage 

Judges 21:25 
“In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes.” 

Selected KJV text. The closing verdict exposes moral and communal disorder. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Joshua explains the earlier settlement; 1 Samuel continues toward monarchy. Hebrews 11:32–34 recalls several judges 
as examples of faith. Ruth provides a different family-level story within the judges’ era. 

Application 
What destructive pattern needs to be interrupted? Seek accountability before private compromise affects others. 
Distinguish actions Scripture reports from conduct it approves. 
Reading focus  Judges 2; 4–8; 13–16; 21:25 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges%202%3A16&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges%2021%3A25&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  History 

Ruth 
Author 
Anonymous. Jewish tradition associates Ruth with Samuel; the book makes no authorship claim. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The writer is unidentified, so a personal biography cannot be supplied. Samuel is a traditional author association, but 
that attribution is not established by the text. Ruth is the central figure rather than a named author: she was a 
Moabite widow whose loyalty to Naomi brought her to Bethlehem (Ruth 1). 

Relationship to Christ 
The unnamed author lived before Christ; a personal relationship with Jesus cannot be established. Ruth and Boaz are 
ancestors in Jesus’ genealogy (Matthew 1:5), giving the narrative a specific place in the biblical story leading to him. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown for the actual writer. Samuel’s death is recorded without a stated cause (1 Samuel 25:1), but that does not 
establish the death of Ruth’s author. Ruth’s own death is not narrated. 

Date of Writing 
Uncertain. Proposals range from the monarchy to the postexilic period, particularly the fifth century BC. The story is 
set in the judges’ era, earlier than the book’s likely composition. [C08] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Judah is a common proposal because of the focus on Bethlehem and David’s ancestry; the narrative itself 
does not identify a writing site. 

Historical Context 
A famine, bereavement, and migration place Naomi and Ruth in vulnerability. Their return to Bethlehem leads to 
provision, redemption, and a genealogy that connects the household story to David. 

Cultural Context 
Gleaning, kinship redemption, marriage, inheritance, and negotiations at the town gate shape the plot. Ruth is a 
Moabite widow whose loyalty challenges readers to consider belonging and care for outsiders. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Moab was a neighboring people east of the Dead Sea with its own political and religious identity. Famine and border 
crossing affected households across the region; hostility between peoples did not erase individual acts of loyalty. 

Summary 
Ruth places a quiet household story within the unsettled era of the judges. Famine drives Naomi’s family from 
Bethlehem to Moab, where the deaths of her husband and sons leave her and her daughters-in-law vulnerable (1). 
Naomi returns home grieving and bitter. Ruth, a Moabite widow, chooses to accompany her and commits herself to 
Naomi’s people and God, even though the decision offers no obvious guarantee of security. 
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In Bethlehem, Ruth gleans to support them and encounters Boaz, a relative of Naomi’s late husband (2). Boaz uses his 
authority to protect her and provide more than the minimum she could expect. His generosity and Ruth’s diligence 
begin to change Naomi’s understanding of their situation. The story’s concern with bread and harvest is also a 
concern with the practical means by which vulnerable people survive. 
Naomi guides Ruth toward seeking family redemption, and Boaz agrees to address the matter through the 
appropriate public process (3–4). A closer relative has the first opportunity but declines. Boaz then marries Ruth, and 
their son Obed brings renewed hope to Naomi’s household. The closing genealogy connects this family with David. 
Ruth shows covenant faithfulness through loyalty, protective generosity, and responsible action. Providence emerges 
through ordinary decisions and relationships rather than spectacular events. The Moabite woman’s place in David’s 
ancestry also widens the reader’s view of belonging. The story does not promise that every bereaved household will 
receive the same outcome; it bears witness to God’s capacity to work through faithful people amid loss. 

Key Themes 
Loyal love (1:16–17); care for outsiders and widows (2); family redemption (4); providence through ordinary 
decisions. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Shelter beneath God's wings expresses refuge (2:12). Ruth's request for Boaz to spread his garment invokes marriage 
and protection (3:9). The family redeemer illustrates costly responsibility; Christian comparison with Christ should 
respect this legal setting. 

Key Verses 

Ruth 1:16 
“thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God” 

Selected KJV text. Ruth’s loyalty embraces Naomi’s people and God. 
Read the complete passage 

Ruth 2:12 
“under whose wings thou art come to trust” 

Selected KJV text. Boaz describes Ruth as seeking refuge with Israel’s God. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Judges supplies the narrative era; 1 Samuel introduces David’s family story. Deuteronomy 24:19–22 explains gleaning 
for vulnerable people. Matthew 1:1–6 connects Ruth and Boaz with Christ’s genealogy. 

Application 
Who needs practical protection or welcome? How can loyal love guide you through loss? Offer tangible help to 
someone whose situation limits their opportunities. 
Reading focus  Ruth 1–4 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth%201%3A16&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth%202%3A12&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  History 

1 Samuel 
Author 
Anonymous. The book draws on prophetic traditions; 1 Chronicles 29:29 mentions records of Samuel, Nathan, and 
Gad. Samuel could not have written all of it. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The final writer is unidentified. Samuel, traditionally associated with these narratives, was Hannah’s son, raised under 
Eli at Shiloh. He served as prophet and judge, confronted Israel’s leaders, and anointed Saul and David (1 Samuel 1–3; 
7; 10; 16). 

Relationship to Christ 
Samuel preceded Jesus; later contributors are not securely identified. Samuel’s anointing of David introduces the royal 
line from which Christ comes (Luke 1:32–33). This connection concerns his role in Israel’s history, not a meeting 
with Jesus. 

How the Author Died 
Biblical record about Samuel: Israel mourned him, and he was buried at Ramah. His cause of death is not given (1 
Samuel 25:1). The final writer’s identity and death are unknown. 

Date of Writing 
The events belong chiefly to the eleventh–tenth centuries BC. Older accounts were collected over time; many scholars 
date final shaping with Samuel–Kings to the seventh–sixth centuries BC. Samuel could not have written the events 
after his death. [C09] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Traditions arose in Israel and Judah; later compilation may have occurred in Judah or exile. Ramah and 
other narrative locations are not established writing sites. 

Historical Context 
Israel moves from priestly and prophetic leadership toward kingship. Saul’s rise and failure contrast with David’s 
selection, while conflict with Philistines exposes questions of leadership and trust. 

Cultural Context 
Sanctuary worship at Shiloh, prophetic groups, royal patronage, warfare, and household obligations shape the story. 
Requests for a king reveal tension between centralized power and dependence on God. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
The Philistines controlled important coastal cities and exerted military pressure inland. Neighboring peoples also used 
kings and standing forces, making their political models attractive to some Israelites. 



1 Samuel  

                                                                                www.heartmattermiistries.org                                                                       29 

Summary 
First Samuel traces Israel’s transition from the era of the judges to monarchy. Hannah’s prayer, Samuel’s birth, the 
failures of Eli’s sons, and Samuel’s calling introduce questions of worship and leadership (1–3). The capture of the ark 
shows that a sacred object cannot be used to control God or guarantee victory. Samuel later calls the people to 
repentance and serves as a prophetic judge (4–7). 
Israel’s request for a king brings both accommodation and warning (8–15). Saul receives a real calling and initial 
opportunities to lead, but repeated disobedience exposes his inability to submit to God’s word. Samuel’s insistence 
that obedience matters more than sacrifice challenges religious gestures used to excuse wrongdoing. Saul’s rejection 
prepares the way for another king, yet his removal is not immediate. 
David is anointed and emerges through the defeat of Goliath, service at Saul’s court, and friendship with Jonathan 
(16–20). Saul’s jealousy drives David into a long period of danger and displacement. David is neither flawless nor 
passive, but his refusal to kill Saul when opportunities arise shows restraint in pursuing the promised throne (21–30). 
He must wait while navigating loyalty, fear, and survival. 
The book ends with Saul and his sons dying in battle (31). First Samuel contrasts outward appearance with the heart 
and asks whether leadership will remain accountable to God. The rise of David offers hope, while Saul’s decline warns 
that office, courage, and early success do not substitute for continued obedience. God’s purposes advance through 
prayer, prophetic correction, and unexpected choices of people. 

Key Themes 
God's evaluation of the heart (16:7); listening and obedience (3; 15); misuse of authority (8); trust while waiting (24; 
26). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Hannah's song anticipates reversals of status (2:1–10). Anointing oil marks royal appointment (16:13). David's sling 
highlights reliance on God's deliverance amid military weakness (17), without making every personal obstacle a 
Goliath. 

Key Verses 

1 Samuel 15:22 
“to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.” 

Selected KJV text. Religious offerings cannot replace obedience. 
Read the complete passage 

1 Samuel 16:7 
“for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.” 

Selected KJV text. God’s assessment differs from human status judgments. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Judges shows the earlier disorder; 2 Samuel continues David’s rise. 1 Chronicles 10 retells Saul’s death. Psalms 
associated with David illuminate royal prayer, though their titles do not establish every historical circumstance. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%2015%3A22&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%2016%3A7&version=KJV


1 Samuel  

30                                                                                                         www.heartmattermiistries.org 

Application 
How do appearance and status distort your judgment? Where are you tempted to force an outcome? Practice faithful 
service while waiting, and take abuses of authority seriously. 
Reading focus  1 Samuel 2–3; 8; 15–17; 24 
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Old Testament  /  History 

2 Samuel 
Author 
Anonymous. Connected with prophetic records about David (1 Chronicles 29:29); the final compiler is unidentified. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The compiler is unidentified, so no biography can be established. The narrative draws on traditions about David and 
prophetic witnesses. David was a shepherd from Bethlehem who became king, established Jerusalem as his capital, and 
received a covenant promise about his dynasty (1 Samuel 16; 2 Samuel 5–7). 

Relationship to Christ 
David, Samuel’s traditional associates, and any later compilers all preceded Jesus. Samuel dies before this book’s 
events. The promise to David’s house in 2 Samuel 7 is explicitly connected with Jesus’ kingship in Luke 1:32–33. 

How the Author Died 
The compiler’s death is unknown. Biblical record about David: he died after a forty-year reign and was buried in 
Jerusalem. He is described as dying in old age, but no medical cause is stated (1 Kings 2:10–11; 1 Chronicles 29:28). 

Date of Writing 
The narrative centers on David’s tenth-century BC reign. Its sources may be early, but many scholars place the final 
Samuel–Kings framework in the seventh–sixth centuries BC. An exact composition date is unknown. [C10] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Jerusalem and Judah are plausible centers for royal traditions; exile is a possible setting for final editing. 
The book does not name its writing location. 

Historical Context 
David consolidates power, takes Jerusalem, receives a dynastic promise, and faces the consequences of sin and family 
conflict. His kingdom’s achievements coexist with grave failures of justice and leadership. 

Cultural Context 
Royal households, dynastic succession, military loyalty, covenant bonds, and public honor are central. The 
experiences of Bathsheba and Tamar expose abuses of power within these structures. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Philistines, Arameans, Ammonites, Moabites, and Edomites appear in regional conflict. Small kingdoms competed 
through warfare and alliances; their interactions formed the political environment of David’s reign. 

Summary 
Second Samuel begins after Saul’s death. David mourns Saul and Jonathan, becomes king over Judah, and eventually 
receives the allegiance of all Israel (1–5). He establishes Jerusalem as his capital, brings the ark there, and receives 
God’s promise concerning his dynasty (6–7). Military victories and acts of covenant kindness, including his treatment 
of Mephibosheth, portray the consolidation of his kingdom (8–10). 
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The turning point comes with David’s wrongdoing against Bathsheba and Uriah (11–12). Royal power becomes an 
instrument of exploitation, concealment, and killing. Nathan’s confrontation exposes David’s guilt, and David 
acknowledges his sin. Forgiveness, however, does not erase the suffering that follows or restore the lives already 
harmed. 
Violence within David’s household and Absalom’s rebellion reveal the deep disorder of the later reign (13–20). 
Tamar’s suffering, Amnon’s death, Absalom’s ambitions, and David’s grief show that the king’s private failures have 
public consequences. The struggle over succession tests loyalties throughout the nation and exposes the fragility 
beneath royal achievement. 
The closing collection reflects on David’s reign through narratives, songs, accounts of warriors, and the census 
episode (21–24). The census brings judgment, confession, and an altar associated with the future temple location. 
The book presents David as the recipient of divine promise and also as a deeply accountable, flawed ruler. Its royal 
hope therefore cannot rest simply on the moral excellence of the current king. Second Samuel joins covenant grace 
with a searching examination of power, repentance, and the cost of sin. 

Key Themes 
The Davidic covenant (7); power and accountability (11–12); repentance and consequences (12); God's mercy amid 
failure (22). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The promised house means a royal dynasty rather than a building (7:11–16). Shepherd imagery describes kingship as 
care for God's people (5:2). David's altar marks costly worship and mercy in judgment (24). 

Key Verses 

2 Samuel 7:16 
“And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for 
ever.” 

Selected KJV text. God’s promise to David shapes later messianic hope. 
Read the complete passage 

2 Samuel 22:2 
“The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer;” 

Selected KJV text. David gives God the credit for protection and deliverance. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
1 Samuel prepares David’s kingship; 1 Kings begins the succession crisis. 1 Chronicles 11–21 retells selected events 
with different emphases. Psalm 51 and Luke 1:32–33 connect repentance and the Davidic promise with later biblical 
reflection. 

Application 
How should authority be used to protect others? Admit wrongdoing without minimizing its effects. What concrete 
repair or accountability should accompany repentance? 
Reading focus  2 Samuel 5–7; 11–12; 15; 22; 24 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Samuel%207%3A16&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Samuel%2022%3A2&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  History 

1 Kings 
Author 
Anonymous. Traditionally associated with Jeremiah in some Jewish tradition; the text cites earlier royal records and 
does not name its compiler. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The compiler is unidentified. Jeremiah, a traditional author association, was a priest from Anathoth called to warn 
Judah before Jerusalem’s fall. He endured opposition and imprisonment and was later taken to Egypt (Jeremiah 1:1–
10; 38; 43:1–7). This association does not establish who compiled Kings. 

Relationship to Christ 
The final compiler is unknown and preceded Jesus; Jeremiah is a traditional attribution, not a settled identification. 
Solomon and the Davidic dynasty supply the royal background for Christ, while Jesus contrasts himself with 
Solomon (Matthew 12:42). 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: the compiler is unidentified, and Jeremiah’s death is not narrated in Scripture. Claims about a particular 
manner of Jeremiah’s death belong to later traditions. 

Date of Writing 
Final compilation of Kings is usually placed in the sixth century BC, after the events ending 2 Kings, with earlier 
records and possible earlier editions. This is later than many events narrated in 1 Kings. [C11] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Judah and the Babylonian exile are common proposals for compilation. Jerusalem is central to the story 
but is not a confirmed writing location. 

Historical Context 
Solomon builds the temple, but royal unfaithfulness leads to division into Israel and Judah. Prophetic ministry, 
especially Elijah’s, confronts kings who promote rival worship and injustice. 

Cultural Context 
Temple worship, royal taxation, forced labor, dynastic marriage, and court politics shaped society. Competing shrines 
reveal how political ambitions could reshape religious loyalty. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Phoenician Tyre supplied materials and expertise for Solomon’s projects. Egyptian and Aramean powers affected 
regional politics; Phoenician Baal worship became influential through royal alliances. 

Summary 
First Kings opens with the struggle over David’s succession and Solomon’s establishment as king (1–2). Solomon asks 
for wisdom, organizes his rule, and builds the temple in Jerusalem (3–8). The dedication prayer recognizes that no 
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building can contain God and anticipates the need for forgiveness when the people fail. Wealth, international 
connections, and the visit of the queen of Sheba display the kingdom’s influence (9–10). 
Solomon’s divided religious allegiance becomes the decisive failure of his reign (11). After his death, Rehoboam’s 
harsh response to the people contributes to the division between Judah and the northern kingdom of Israel (12). 
Jeroboam establishes rival worship centers, tying religious innovation to political security. The following accounts 
evaluate kings by covenant loyalty rather than wealth, stability, or military achievement alone (13–16). 
Elijah’s ministry brings the conflict into sharp focus (17–19). Provision during famine, the confrontation on Mount 
Carmel, and the prophet’s later fear show God’s authority over both public worship and a discouraged servant. The 
contest is not merely between personalities; it concerns whether Israel will acknowledge the Lord or place its hope in 
Baal. 
The final chapters expose royal injustice and refusal to hear prophetic truth (20–22). Ahab’s seizure of Naboth’s 
vineyard reveals how power can corrupt courts and destroy a household. First Kings moves from temple glory to a 
divided and compromised nation. God continues to speak through prophets, making judgment neither arbitrary nor 
unexplained, while the narrative leaves the kingdoms’ unresolved decline to the next book. 

Key Themes 
Wisdom and divided loyalty (3; 11); worship and God's presence (8); covenant accountability; prophetic courage (18; 
21). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The temple provides a place for prayer, yet cannot contain God (8:27–30). Fire at Carmel demonstrates the Lord's 
authority (18). The quiet voice in Elijah's encounter challenges expectations about how God makes Himself known 
(19:11–13). 

Key Verses 

1 Kings 8:27 
“behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee” 

Selected KJV text. Solomon acknowledges that God exceeds even the temple’s sacred space. 
Read the complete passage 

1 Kings 18:21 
“if the LORD be God, follow him” 

Selected KJV text. Elijah challenges divided allegiance at Carmel. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
2 Samuel supplies the Davidic promise; 2 Kings continues the divided kingdoms. 2 Chronicles 1–20 retells much of 
Judah’s history. Matthew 12:42 and Luke 4:25–26 reuse Solomon and Elijah traditions. 

Application 
Where is success weakening your devotion? How can you act justly when loyalty to powerful people pressures you? 
Test religious claims against God's revealed character. 
Reading focus  1 Kings 3; 8; 11–12; 18–19; 21 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Kings%208%3A27&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Kings%2018%3A21&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  History 

2 Kings 
Author 
Anonymous. A continuation of 1 Kings using royal and prophetic sources; its final form recounts Judah's exile. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The compiler is unidentified. Jeremiah, a traditional author association, was a priest from Anathoth called to warn 
Judah before Jerusalem’s fall. He endured opposition and imprisonment and was later taken to Egypt (Jeremiah 1:1–
10; 38; 43:1–7). This association does not establish who compiled Kings. 

Relationship to Christ 
The unknown compiler lived before Christ; Jeremiah’s traditional attribution remains uncertain. The collapse of 
Davidic rule supplies the background for later hopes of restoration fulfilled, in Christian reading, in Jesus’ enduring 
kingship (Luke 1:32–33). 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: the compiler is unidentified, and Jeremiah’s death is not narrated in Scripture. Claims about a particular 
manner of Jeremiah’s death belong to later traditions. 

Date of Writing 
Final compilation is commonly dated after Jehoiachin’s release from prison, around 562 BC (2 Kings 25:27), during 
the sixth century BC. Earlier royal and prophetic records contributed to the book. [C12] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown; the Babylonian exile is a frequent proposal for final compilation. Some material was preserved earlier in 
Israel and Judah. Neither the narrator’s location nor every stage of editing can be established. 

Historical Context 
The divided kingdoms decline despite prophetic warnings. Assyria destroys the northern kingdom in 722/721 BC; 
Babylon destroys Jerusalem and its temple in 587/586 BC, sending many Judeans into exile. 

Cultural Context 
Royal succession, temple and local-shrine worship, tribute, siege, and displacement shape the account. Covenant 
evaluation measures kings by loyalty to God rather than military success alone. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Assyria expanded through conquest, tribute, and deportation. Babylon later replaced it as the dominant regional 
power; Egypt contested Babylonian influence. These struggles narrowed Judah’s options and devastated local 
populations. 
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Summary 
Second Kings continues the divided kingdoms’ history and follows the transition from Elijah to Elisha (1–2). Elisha’s 
ministry includes provision for households, healing, rescue, and encounters involving foreign people and rulers (3–8). 
These episodes show that God’s authority is not confined to royal institutions or national borders. Naaman’s healing 
particularly challenges assumptions about status and the unexpected means by which God may act. 

The central narrative records coups, dynastic changes, violence, and uneven reform in Israel and Judah (9–16). Jehu 
destroys Ahab’s house but does not establish lasting covenant faithfulness. Other rulers likewise reveal the difference 
between removing one wrongdoing and sustaining wholehearted obedience. Political calculations increasingly place 
the kingdoms within the ambitions of larger empires. 

Assyria’s conquest of the northern kingdom becomes a major theological turning point (17). The narrator explains 
the disaster through persistent covenant violation, not simply inferior military strength. Judah remains, and 
Hezekiah’s reign includes reform, Assyrian threats, deliverance, and disturbing signs of future vulnerability (18–20). 
Manasseh’s wrongdoing and Josiah’s later reform show both the depth of corruption and the seriousness of renewed 
attention to God’s law (21–23). 

Babylon eventually destroys Jerusalem and the temple and carries many Judeans into exile (24–25). The history ends 
with favor shown to the exiled Davidic king Jehoiachin, leaving a restrained opening for hope. The book explains 
national catastrophe without denying God’s faithfulness. Sacred buildings, ancestry, and occasional reforms could 
not make long-term rebellion harmless; the unresolved future now requires restoration beyond the ruined monarchy. 

Key Themes 
Persistent covenant unfaithfulness (17); God's word through prophets; reform and responsibility (22–23); judgment 
and hope in exile (25). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Elijah's mantle marks the passing of prophetic responsibility (2). Naaman's washing in the Jordan connects humble 
obedience with cleansing (5). The discovered law scroll exposes forgotten covenant obligations (22). 

Key Verses 

2 Kings 17:13 
“Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my commandments and my statutes” 

Selected KJV text. The prophets call for repentance before exile. 

Read the complete passage 

2 Kings 22:19 
“Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled thyself before the LORD” 

Selected KJV text. Josiah’s response to the law exemplifies humble receptiveness. 

Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
1 Kings begins the continuous narrative. 2 Chronicles 21–36 parallels Judah’s kings; Isaiah 36–39 parallels 2 Kings 
18–20. Jeremiah and Lamentations provide prophetic and poetic perspectives on Jerusalem’s fall. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Kings%2017%3A13&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Kings%2022%3A19&version=KJV
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Application 
What neglected truth should reshape your life? Can you receive correction through an unexpected person? Seek 
lasting change rather than a brief response to crisis. 

Reading focus  2 Kings 2; 5; 17; 22–25 



2 Kings  

                                                                                www.heartmattermiistries.org                                                                       41 

Notes 

Observations, revelations and verse references 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Questions and connections to other passages 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Prayer and one specific action 

  

  

  

  

  

  



1 Chronicles  

42                                                                                                         www.heartmattermiistries.org 

Old Testament  /  History 

1 Chronicles 
Author 
Anonymous. Traditionally attributed to Ezra; the compiler is often called the Chronicler. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The final compiler is unidentified. Ezra, the traditional attribution, was a priest and scribe who came from Babylon to 
Jerusalem under Persian authorization. He devoted himself to studying, practicing, and teaching God’s law and 
participated in communal renewal (Ezra 7:1–10; Nehemiah 8). 

Relationship to Christ 
The unnamed Chronicler, traditionally associated with Ezra, lived before Jesus. His focus on David’s line and temple 
worship contributes to the scriptural background of Christ’s kingship and genealogy (Matthew 1:1–17). 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: Scripture does not record Ezra’s death or its cause. If the final compiler was someone else, that person’s 
biography and death are also unidentified. 

Date of Writing 
Usually placed in the late fifth or fourth century BC, after the return from Babylonian exile. Earlier records and 
genealogies were used; a precise date is not established. [C13] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown, but Jerusalem or Judah is likely because of the work’s concern with the restored temple community. 
Traditional association with Ezra does not settle its writing location. 

Historical Context 
Written for a community after exile, the book retells ancestry, Saul’s death, and David’s reign. It stresses continuity 
with Israel’s past and David’s preparations for temple worship. 

Cultural Context 
Genealogies established identity, kinship, and service roles. Levites, singers, priests, and organized worship receive 
particular attention in a community rebuilding its institutions. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Persian rule provided the broader environment of restoration. The empire governed many peoples through regional 
administrations; Jerusalem’s community rebuilt its religious life within that larger political structure. 

Summary 
First Chronicles begins with genealogies extending from Adam through Israel’s tribes and the community associated 
with Jerusalem (1–9). These lists connect the restored people with a history larger than their recent exile. They 
establish continuity of family, tribal identity, and service, showing that the community’s present life has roots in 
God’s dealings with earlier generations. 
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After a brief account of Saul’s death, the narrative concentrates on David’s kingship (10–20). His establishment in 
Jerusalem, the gathering of supporters, the movement of the ark, and God’s dynastic promise receive particular 
attention. The account is selective: it does not repeat every episode in Samuel, because its focus is the formation of a 
worshiping people and David’s role in preparing for the temple. 
The census and the altar on the future temple site introduce the final movement toward sanctuary preparation (21–
22). David gathers materials, charges Solomon, and organizes Levites, priests, musicians, gatekeepers, and other 
responsibilities (23–27). Worship is presented as a shared, carefully ordered communal task rather than the work of 
one unusually gifted individual. 
The closing assemblies call the leaders and people to willing generosity and faithful service, and David’s prayer 
acknowledges that all they give already belongs to God (28–29). First Chronicles encourages a community rebuilding 
after loss to recover identity through covenant memory and worship. David’s importance lies not only in political 
success but in preparing a future he will not personally complete. The book ends with Solomon’s succession, ready 
for the temple story in Second Chronicles. 

Key Themes 
Covenant identity (1–9); David's dynasty (17); ordered worship (15–16; 23–26); willing generosity (29). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The ark represents God's covenant presence (13–16). Genealogies portray continuity and belonging. The temple 
plans point toward communal worship, while David's prayer acknowledges that every gift already belongs to God 
(29:10–16). 

Key Verses 

1 Chronicles 16:11 
“Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face continually.” 

Selected KJV text. Worship includes ongoing dependence on God. 
Read the complete passage 

1 Chronicles 29:14 
“for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee.” 

Selected KJV text. Generosity begins with recognizing God’s prior provision. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Genesis supplies many ancestral names; 1–2 Samuel parallel David’s story. 2 Chronicles continues the work. Ezra–
Nehemiah describes the restored community for which such recollection of temple and identity was important. 

Application 
How does remembering spiritual heritage encourage faithfulness? What gifts can you contribute to shared worship? 
Examine whether your generosity expresses gratitude or a desire for recognition. 
Reading focus  1 Chronicles 16–17; 22; 28–29 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Chronicles%2016%3A11&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Chronicles%2029%3A14&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  History 

2 Chronicles 
Author 
Anonymous. Traditionally attributed to Ezra and linked with the same compiler as 1 Chronicles. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The final compiler is unidentified. Ezra, the traditional attribution, was a priest and scribe who came from Babylon to 
Jerusalem under Persian authorization. He devoted himself to studying, practicing, and teaching God’s law and 
participated in communal renewal (Ezra 7:1–10; Nehemiah 8). 

Relationship to Christ 
The Chronicler lived before Jesus; Ezra is a traditional association rather than a confirmed author. The Davidic 
promises and temple-centered story prepare themes of kingship and worship later applied to Christ (Luke 1:32–33; 
John 2:19–21). 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: Scripture does not record Ezra’s death or its cause. If the final compiler was someone else, that person’s 
biography and death are also unidentified. 

Date of Writing 
Usually dated to the late fifth or fourth century BC, alongside 1 Chronicles. The account ends with Cyrus’ decree, 
but that event does not prove the book was written immediately afterward. [C14] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown; Jerusalem or Judah is commonly proposed. The interest in temple personnel and restored worship 
suggests a Judean setting but does not establish a particular site. 

Historical Context 
The book follows Solomon and Judah’s kings through temple construction, reform, decline, exile, and the opening 
for return under Cyrus. Postexilic readers were invited to learn from the community’s earlier choices. 

Cultural Context 
Priests, Levites, festivals, temple repair, royal reform, and collective repentance dominate the narrative. Israel’s history 
is retold with emphasis on worship and the possibility of seeking God anew. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
The narrated era involves Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon; the likely writing era is Persian. Cyrus’ conquest of Babylon in 
539 BC changed the regional order and opened the way for Judean restoration. 
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Summary 
Second Chronicles begins with Solomon’s wisdom and the building of the Jerusalem temple (1–9). The dedication 
emphasizes prayer, forgiveness, and God’s attention to a repentant people. The temple is central, yet the 
accompanying warnings make clear that its presence will not protect a community that abandons the Lord. 
Solomon’s wealth and reputation demonstrate royal achievement while also setting the stage for the kingdom’s later 
divisions. 

After the split, the narrative follows Judah’s kings rather than giving equal attention to both kingdoms (10–28). Asa, 
Jehoshaphat, Joash, Uzziah, and others illustrate different combinations of faithfulness, reform, pride, and failure. 
Seeking God is repeatedly associated with renewal, while refusing correction produces harm. The accounts also show 
how a promising beginning can be compromised by later choices. 

Hezekiah restores temple worship and invites a broad celebration of Passover; Josiah later repairs the temple and 
responds to the recovered book of the law (29–35). These reforms bring renewed worship and communal instruction, 
but they do not eliminate the long-standing pattern of rebellion. The final kings reject warning, and Jerusalem is 
destroyed, its temple ruined, and its people exiled (36). 

The closing decree of Cyrus introduces an opportunity to return and rebuild. Second Chronicles therefore addresses 
failure without ending in final abandonment. It teaches restored readers to remember both the privilege and 
responsibility of worship, and to seek God through humility, repentance, and renewed obedience. The invitation to 
rebuild extends the story beyond ruined institutions toward a community called to begin again. 

Key Themes 
Prayer and repentance (6–7); worship and reform; accountability in leadership; restoration after judgment (36). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The temple serves as the center of covenant worship (5–7). Lamps, sacrifices, and festivals recall Israel's relationship 
with God (29–30). Healing the land in 7:14 concerns Israel's covenant setting and should not be treated as an 
automatic guarantee for any modern nation. 

Key Verses 

2 Chronicles 7:14 
“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray” 

Selected KJV text. God calls Israel to repentance within its covenant relationship. 

Read the complete passage 

2 Chronicles 16:9 
“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth” 

Selected KJV text. Asa is reminded that wholehearted reliance on God matters more than political security. 

Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
1 Kings 1–11 parallels Solomon; 1–2 Kings parallels Judah’s monarchy. Ezra 1 repeats the transition under Cyrus. 
Haggai and Zechariah address temple rebuilding in the restored community. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Chronicles%207%3A14&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Chronicles%2016%3A9&version=KJV
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Application 
What would sincere renewal look like in your community? Pair prayer with repentance and just conduct. Learn from 
both faithful leaders and the damage caused by persistent compromise. 

Reading focus  2 Chronicles 6–7; 20; 29–30; 34–36 
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Old Testament  /  History 

Ezra 
Author 
Traditionally associated with Ezra. The book combines narrative, official documents, and first-person material; its 
final compiler is not named. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The final compiler is unidentified. Ezra, the traditional attribution, was a priest and scribe who came from Babylon to 
Jerusalem under Persian authorization. He devoted himself to studying, practicing, and teaching God’s law and 
participated in communal renewal (Ezra 7:1–10; Nehemiah 8). 

Relationship to Christ 
Ezra preceded Jesus and served as a priest and teacher of the law. His ministry belongs to the preservation of Israel’s 
covenant community before Christ; Scripture does not describe a personal encounter between Ezra and Jesus. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: Scripture does not record Ezra’s death or its cause. If the final compiler was someone else, that person’s 
biography and death are also unidentified. 

Date of Writing 
Contains fifth-century BC memoirs and earlier documents. Final compilation is often placed in the fifth–fourth 
centuries BC. The chronology of Ezra’s arrival relative to Nehemiah remains debated. [C15] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Jerusalem or Judah is a common proposal for compilation, while some documents originated in Persian 
administrative settings. Babylon is Ezra’s departure point, not a proven writing location. 

Historical Context 
After Persia conquers Babylon, successive returns restore temple worship and communal life. The book combines the 
earlier rebuilding of the temple with Ezra’s later mission of teaching and reform. 

Cultural Context 
Priestly descent, Torah reading, imperial authorization, offerings, and communal boundaries shape restoration. The 
treatment of intermarriage must be read within its specific covenant and postexilic setting, with attention to its 
human cost. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Persia administered a large, diverse empire through provincial officials and written orders. Neighboring communities 
contested Jerusalem’s rebuilding; religious restoration depended in part on negotiations within imperial politics. 
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Summary 
Ezra recounts the rebuilding of Jewish communal life after exile, beginning with Cyrus’ permission for return and 
temple restoration (1–2). The returning people rebuild the altar and resume sacrifices before completing the temple 
(3). Their joy is mixed with the grief of those who remember what was lost. Restoration is therefore presented as both 
a real gift and a process that does not erase the past. 

Opposition, appeals to royal authority, and delays complicate rebuilding (4–6). Prophetic encouragement from 
Haggai and Zechariah helps renew the work, and the temple is completed and dedicated. The account includes 
documentary material and shifts in chronology; chapter 4 includes opposition from later reigns before returning to 
the temple-building story. Imperial permission matters, but the narrative attributes the opening for restoration to 
God’s action. 

The second major movement introduces Ezra, a priest and teacher committed to studying, practicing, and teaching 
the law (7–8). He receives authorization, organizes a journey from Babylon, and leads the group in dependence on 
God. Rebuilding a worshiping community requires more than physical construction; it requires instruction and a 
shared understanding of covenant responsibility. 

Ezra’s grief and prayer over intermarriage lead to communal confession and difficult action (9–10). This episode must 
be understood within its specific postexilic concerns about covenant boundaries and with attention to the families 
affected. The book does not end with every tension resolved. It presents restoration as an ongoing task of worship, 
teaching, repentance, and communal discernment, preparing for the closely related work described in Nehemiah. 

Key Themes 
Return and restoration; perseverance amid opposition (4–6); Scripture and teaching (7:10); confession and covenant 
identity (9–10). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The restored altar and temple signify renewed worship (3; 6). Returned temple vessels express continuity after loss 
(1:7–11). Ezra's torn clothing embodies grief over communal sin (9:3–5). 

Key Verses 

Ezra 7:10 
“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD, and to do it” 

Selected KJV text. Ezra joins study with practice before teaching others. 

Read the complete passage 

Ezra 3:11 
“because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel” 

Selected KJV text. The returned community praises God while rebuilding worship. 

Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
2 Chronicles 36 supplies the transition to return. Nehemiah continues the restoration and shares a literary history 
with Ezra. Haggai and Zechariah 1–8 address the temple-building period recounted in Ezra 4–6. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezra%207%3A10&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezra%203%3A11&version=KJV
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Application 
Where should rebuilding begin with worship and integrity? Prepare to study, practice, and teach Scripture. Read the 
marriage crisis in its covenant context, alongside 1 Corinthians 7:12–16; it is not a general command to divorce. 

Reading focus  Ezra 1; 3; 6–7; 9–10 
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Old Testament  /  History 

Nehemiah 
Author 
Contains first-person memoirs attributed to Nehemiah, combined with other material by an unidentified compiler. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Nehemiah served as cupbearer to the Persian king Artaxerxes. After hearing of Jerusalem’s distress, he secured 
permission to rebuild its walls and served as governor. His memoirs emphasize prayer, organization, courage, and 
reform (Nehemiah 1–2; 5:14–19; 13). The final compiler is not named. 

Relationship to Christ 
Nehemiah lived before Christ and served God by rebuilding and governing Jerusalem. His prayers and concern for 
justice belong to Israel’s covenant story leading to Jesus; no personal relationship with the incarnate Christ is 
recorded. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: Scripture does not record Nehemiah’s death, its location, or its cause. The final compiler’s death is 
likewise unknown. 

Date of Writing 
Its core memoirs concern Nehemiah’s work around 445–432 BC. Final compilation with related restoration material 
is often placed in the fifth–fourth centuries BC; an exact year is uncertain. [C16] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Jerusalem is plausible for the memoirs or their compilation; Susa appears as Nehemiah’s starting location 
at the Persian court. The narrative does not identify where the final book was assembled. 

Historical Context 
Nehemiah receives royal permission to repair Jerusalem’s walls and serves as governor. The community also addresses 
debt, public Torah instruction, worship, and renewed covenant obligations. 

Cultural Context 
City walls symbolized security and civic identity. Governors, labor groups, priests, family lists, debt obligations, and 
public assemblies reveal the work required to rebuild both institutions and relationships. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Artaxerxes I ruled the Persian Empire. Officials and communities in Samaria, Ammon, and surrounding districts 
contested Nehemiah’s plans; rebuilding Jerusalem operated within imperial provincial rivalries. 

Summary 
Nehemiah begins with news that Jerusalem’s walls are broken and its people remain distressed (1). His prayer 
combines grief, confession, and appeal to God’s covenant. As the Persian king’s cupbearer, he receives permission and 



Nehemiah  

54                                                                                                         www.heartmattermiistries.org 

resources to undertake rebuilding (2). Inspection and planning turn concern into organized action, while the work 
quickly attracts opposition. 
Families and groups repair different sections of the wall, and threats require both continued labor and practical 
vigilance (3–4). Nehemiah also confronts economic exploitation within the Jewish community (5). The city cannot 
be genuinely restored while powerful insiders profit from the distress of their neighbors. Resistance, intimidation, and 
attempts to discredit Nehemiah continue, but the wall is completed (6). Arrangements for security and records of the 
community follow (7). 
Public reading of the law under Ezra brings understanding, grief, celebration, and renewed observance (8). A long 
prayer recalls God’s faithfulness through Israel’s history and acknowledges repeated human failure (9). Covenant 
commitments address worship, family boundaries, Sabbath, and support of the temple community (10). 
The final chapters describe repopulation, dedication, and reforms that Nehemiah must renew after an absence (11–
13). These later problems show that completing a building project does not permanently settle communal 
faithfulness. Nehemiah joins prayer with planning, courage with accountability, and rebuilding with justice. The 
restored walls protect a city, but its deeper renewal requires a people shaped by Scripture, honest relationships, and 
sustained obedience. 

Key Themes 
Prayer joined with action; shared responsibility (3–4); economic justice (5); Scripture and renewal (8–10). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Jerusalem's broken walls represent vulnerability and disgrace (1–2). Rebuilding combines protective structures with 
renewed community life. Public reading of the law gives the people a common foundation for repentance and joy (8). 

Key Verses 

Nehemiah 6:3 
“I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down” 

Selected KJV text. Nehemiah resists an invitation intended to interrupt rebuilding. 
Read the complete passage 

Nehemiah 8:10 
“for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

Selected KJV text. The community is invited to joy after hearing and understanding Scripture. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Ezra recounts related restoration and Torah teaching; Nehemiah 8 directly features Ezra. Deuteronomy supplies 
covenant obligations. Haggai and Zechariah address an earlier phase of the same postexilic restoration. 

Application 
What problem calls for both prayer and planning? Where could unfair treatment undermine shared work? Serve with 
others, welcome correction, and resist using leadership for personal gain. 
Reading focus  Nehemiah 1–2; 4–5; 8–9; 13 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah%206%3A3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah%208%3A10&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  History 

Esther 
Author 
Anonymous. Mordecai is sometimes proposed as a contributor, but the book does not establish its author's identity. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The author is unidentified; a personal biography cannot be established. Mordecai is sometimes proposed as a 
contributor. He was Esther’s cousin and guardian, warned her about the threat to the Jews, and later gained royal 
authority (Esther 2:5–7; 4; 10). Esther is the central figure, not a named writer. 

Relationship to Christ 
The author is unknown and lived before Jesus. The book preserves the story of Jewish survival in diaspora, part of the 
continuing history from which Christ came. A personal relationship between its author and Jesus cannot be 
established. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: the writer is unnamed, and Scripture does not narrate the deaths of Esther or Mordecai. 

Date of Writing 
After the reign of Xerxes I, 486–465 BC, in which the story is set. Proposals for the Hebrew book range from the later 
Persian period to the third–second centuries BC; no exact date is known. [C17] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Persia is a possible setting for an author familiar with court traditions; a diaspora or Judean setting is also 
proposed. Susa is the narrative setting, not a confirmed place of composition. 

Historical Context 
A threatened destruction of Jews in the Persian Empire is reversed through Esther and Mordecai. The story explains 
Purim and explores vulnerable minority life under rulers whose decrees could endanger entire communities. 

Cultural Context 
Royal banquets, court access, honor and shame, patronage, sealed edicts, and kinship loyalty shape the plot. The 
Hebrew text’s lack of explicit mention of God makes providence a matter of narrative interpretation. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
The Persian court ruled a multinational empire with elaborate hierarchy and provincial administration. Imperial 
rivalries and hostility toward minority populations frame the story; not every narrative detail can be independently 
verified. 

Summary 
Esther tells of Jewish vulnerability within the Persian Empire. After Queen Vashti’s removal, Esther becomes queen 
while concealing her Jewish identity, and Mordecai uncovers a plot against the king (1–2). The court’s decisions, 
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elaborate ceremonies, and changes in favor create a setting in which a person’s security can depend on access to those 
with power. 
Haman’s hostility toward Mordecai develops into a plan to destroy the Jews throughout the empire (3). Mordecai 
urges Esther to act, while she recognizes that approaching the king without invitation may cost her life (4). Her 
request for communal fasting and decision to enter the court turn personal position into responsibility for an 
endangered people. 
Esther proceeds through carefully arranged banquets, while the king’s sleepless night brings Mordecai’s earlier service 
to attention (5–7). Haman’s expectations are reversed: he must honor the person he hates, and Esther exposes his 
destructive plan. Haman is executed, but removing him does not automatically cancel the existing decree. A further 
royal order enables the Jews to defend themselves (8–9). 
Purim preserves the memory of deliverance through celebration, generosity, and care for the poor. Mordecai’s later 
prominence closes the account (10). God’s name is absent from the Hebrew text, so readers discern providence 
through the narrative’s timing and reversals rather than explicit statements of divine intervention. Esther explores 
courage, identity, and the use of influence amid a violent political world. Its deliverance should not be treated as a 
general endorsement of vengeance in modern conflicts. 

Key Themes 
Courage and responsibility (4); danger under oppressive power; reversal and deliverance (6–9); communal 
remembrance. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Royal clothing and the scepter embody authority and access (5; 6). Haman's instrument of execution becomes the 
setting of his own downfall (7). Casting lots contrasts human schemes with the story's unexpected reversals (3:7; 
9:24–26). 

Key Verses 

Esther 4:14 
“and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 

Selected KJV text. Mordecai urges Esther to recognize her responsibility in the crisis. 
Read the complete passage 

Esther 4:16 
“and if I perish, I perish.” 

Selected KJV text. Esther accepts the danger of acting on behalf of her people. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Ezra–Nehemiah describes Jews rebuilding in Judah during Persian rule; Esther concerns diaspora life. Daniel 1–6 also 
portrays faithfulness in foreign courts. These are setting and thematic parallels, not accounts of the same events. 

Application 
When does silence protect you at someone else's expense? Consider what responsible advocacy would require. 
Remember communal deliverance without making violence or retaliation a personal ideal. 
Reading focus  Esther 3–7; 9:20–32 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther%204%3A14&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther%204%3A16&version=KJV


Esther  

58                                                                                                         www.heartmattermiistries.org 

Notes 

Observations, revelations and verse references 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Questions and connections to other passages 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Prayer and one specific action 

  

  

  

  

  

  



Job  

                                                                                www.heartmattermiistries.org                                                                       59 

Old Testament  /  Wisdom And Poetry 

Job 
Author 
Anonymous. Proposals include Job, Moses, and later sages, but none is established by the text. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The poet or compiler is unidentified; proposals about authorship remain unproved. Job is the central figure, not an 
established author. He is described as a man of Uz who feared God, suffered devastating losses, and wrestled with the 
meaning of his suffering (Job 1–2; 3–31). 

Relationship to Christ 
The author is unknown; Job’s setting precedes Jesus, and no personal relationship with Christ is established. 
Christian readers compare the innocent sufferer with Christ and read hope of vindication alongside resurrection, 
without treating Job 19 as an uncontested direct prediction. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown for the author. Biblical record about Job: he lived 140 years after his restoration and died old and full of 
days; no medical cause is stated (Job 42:16–17). 

Date of Writing 
Uncertain. A patriarchal-looking story setting does not establish an early writing date. Many proposals place the 
literary book in the first millennium BC, often the sixth–fifth centuries; earlier and later dates are also argued. [C18] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. The story is set in Uz, whose exact location is uncertain; that does not locate the author. Judah and wider 
eastern wisdom circles are proposed backgrounds. 

Historical Context 
A righteous man loses family, health, and possessions, then debates the meaning of suffering with friends. The 
absence of a named Israelite king or national crisis prevents a secure historical placement of the story. 

Cultural Context 
Household wealth, honor, mourning, legal argument, and wisdom debate structure the book. Its speakers test the 
common expectation that righteousness brings prosperity and wrongdoing brings suffering. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Egyptian and Mesopotamian writers also explored innocent suffering and divine justice. The book participates in a 
wider ancient wisdom conversation without reducing its distinctive portrayal of God to those traditions. 

Summary 
Job opens by describing a man of integrity and a heavenly challenge concerning the basis of his faithfulness (1–2). He 
loses his children, possessions, and health, although the narrator makes clear that these losses are not punishment for 
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the wrongdoing alleged by his friends. Job does not know the heavenly scenes disclosed to the reader. His friends 
initially sit with him in silence, but their later explanations turn companionship into accusation. 
The dialogues explore whether suffering can be explained through a simple relationship between wrongdoing and 
punishment (3–31). Job protests, grieves, and longs to present his case before God. His friends defend their 
understanding of divine justice and repeatedly assume that severe suffering must reveal hidden guilt. Job’s speeches 
include both profound trust and anguished challenges; the book allows the reader to hear a suffering person’s struggle 
without reducing it to a tidy formula. 
Elihu offers further arguments before God speaks from the whirlwind (32–41). God’s questions about creation 
confront the limits of Job’s knowledge and human control. The speeches do not disclose the opening heavenly 
conversation to Job or explain the reason for each individual tragedy. They place his questions within a world whose 
governance exceeds his understanding. 
In the conclusion, God rebukes the friends, Job intercedes for them, and his circumstances are restored (42). The 
ending does not turn his losses into an insignificant prelude or promise that all faithful sufferers will prosper. Job 
challenges confident blame, gives space to lament, and presents trust in God as possible even when complete 
explanations remain unavailable. 

Key Themes 
Innocent suffering; limits of human explanation; honest lament; trust and humility before God (38–42). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The heavenly court frames the test (1–2). The whirlwind conveys divine power (38:1). Behemoth and Leviathan 
portray formidable creatures beyond Job's control (40–41); their precise identification is debated. 

Key Verses 

Job 19:25 
“For I know that my redeemer liveth” 

Selected KJV text. Job expresses hope for vindication within his anguish. 
Read the complete passage 

Job 42:2 
“I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden from thee.” 

Selected KJV text. Job acknowledges God’s power and the limits of his own understanding. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Proverbs supplies the wisdom background debated by Job; Ecclesiastes also questions simple explanations of life. 
James 5:11 recalls Job’s endurance. Psalms 22 and 73 offer related prayers about suffering and apparent injustice. 

Application 
Can you accompany a suffering person without assigning blame? Bring honest questions to God. Resist assuming 
that prosperity proves righteousness or that hardship proves personal sin. 
Reading focus  Job 1–2; 19:23–27; 28; 38–42 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%2019%3A25&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%2042%3A2&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  Wisdom And Poetry 

Psalms 
Author 
A collection associated with David, Asaph, the sons of Korah, Solomon, Moses, Ethan, and anonymous writers. 
Superscriptions give traditional associations. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
This collection has several author associations. David was Israel’s shepherd-king; Moses led the exodus; Solomon ruled 
after David. Asaph and the sons of Korah were associated with worship and music (1 Chronicles 6:31–48; 16:4–7). 
Ethan is linked with wisdom and a psalm title (1 Kings 4:31; Psalm 89). Many writers and the final collectors remain 
unnamed. 

Relationship to Christ 
The poets lived before Christ. David’s psalms are interpreted in relation to Jesus in Acts 2:25–36; Jesus applies Psalm 
110 in Matthew 22:41–46. The New Testament’s use of the psalms does not establish the biography of every 
unnamed poet. 

How the Author Died 
Multiple authors: Moses’ death is described in Deuteronomy 34; David’s in 1 Kings 2 and 1 Chronicles 29; Solomon’s 
in 1 Kings 11:41–43. The deaths of Asaph, the individual sons of Korah, Ethan, and unnamed contributors are not 
securely recorded. 

Date of Writing 
A collection formed across many generations: monarchic, exilic, and postexilic periods. Titles associate some material 
with David and one psalm with Moses, but there is no single writing date for the whole book. [C19] 

Place of Writing 
Multiple or unknown locations. Jerusalem’s worship is central to much of the collection; some poems reflect exile or 
settings outside the city. Individual titles do not securely establish every place of composition. 

Historical Context 
The psalms preserve Israel’s worship through royal life, personal distress, communal disaster, exile, and renewed hope. 
Their final collection lets diverse generations pray through praise, lament, confession, and thanksgiving. 

Cultural Context 
Temple music, pilgrimage, poetic parallelism, royal ceremony, and public lament shape the poems. Identify speaker, 
genre, and figurative language before turning every poetic statement into a general promise. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Neighboring peoples also composed hymns and royal prayers. Assyrian and Babylonian threats, exile, and rival deities 
form the background of some psalms, while others have no datable international setting. 
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Summary 
Psalms gathers Israel’s prayers and songs into five books: 1–41, 42–72, 73–89, 90–106, and 107–150. Psalms 1 and 2 
introduce important concerns with God’s instruction, righteous living, and royal rule. Across the collection, 
individual and communal voices bring praise, fear, grief, repentance, gratitude, anger, and hope into relationship with 
God. The book is not a continuous narrative, and each poem must first be heard in its own setting and form. 

Laments ask why God appears absent, protest injustice, and seek rescue. Thanksgiving psalms remember help 
received, while hymns praise God’s character, creation, and reign. Wisdom psalms consider the paths of righteous and 
wicked people; royal psalms address kingship and its hopes. Confessions such as Psalm 51 confront personal 
wrongdoing, while communal laments give voice to national devastation and exile. 

The arrangement also invites readers to notice movement across the collection. The crisis surrounding the Davidic 
promises in Psalm 89 is followed by renewed emphasis on the Lord’s enduring rule in Book Four. Songs of pilgrimage 
in Psalms 120–134 portray a worshiping people journeying toward Jerusalem. The final group, Psalms 146–150, 
culminates in repeated calls to praise. 

Psalms teaches that faithful worship includes honest speech about pain as well as celebration. Poetic images and 
forceful petitions should not be flattened into automatic promises or directions for retaliation. The New Testament 
draws on particular psalms to interpret Christ’s suffering, resurrection, and exaltation. The collection remains a 
school of prayer, training readers to remember God’s faithfulness and bring the whole of life before him. 

Key Themes 
God's kingship; lament and trust; forgiveness (51); delight in God's instruction (1; 119); praise (146–150). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The shepherd depicts guidance and care (23). Rock and refuge express protection (18; 46). A planted tree portrays a 
life nourished by God's instruction (1). Poetic language communicates truth through vivid comparison. 

Key Verses 

Psalm 23:1 
“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.” 

Selected KJV text. The shepherd image expresses trust in God’s care and provision. 

Read the complete passage 

Psalm 119:105 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” 

Selected KJV text. God’s instruction guides faithful living. 

Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
1–2 Samuel supplies traditions about David; Chronicles describes temple musicians. Lamentations parallels 
communal grief. Matthew 27, Acts 2, and Hebrews 1 use particular psalms to interpret Christ’s suffering, 
resurrection, and exaltation. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2023%3A1&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20119%3A105&version=KJV


Psalms  

64                                                                                                         www.heartmattermiistries.org 

Application 
Which psalm gives words to your present experience? Use a lament to pray honestly, then notice its movement toward 
trust. Let praise and confession shape daily prayer. 

Reading focus  Psalms 1; 23; 46; 51; 73; 103; 119; 150 
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Old Testament  /  Wisdom And Poetry 

Proverbs 
Author 
Primarily associated with Solomon; also includes sayings of the wise, material copied by Hezekiah's men, Agur, and 
King Lemuel (22:17; 25:1; 30:1; 31:1). 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Solomon, the principal traditional association, was David’s son and Israel’s king, renowned for wisdom (1 Kings 3–4). 
The collection also names Agur and Lemuel, whose identities are uncertain, and includes material from other wise 
teachers and scribes (Proverbs 22:17; 25:1; 30:1; 31:1). Their personal histories cannot be reconstructed confidently. 

Relationship to Christ 
Solomon and the other named wisdom contributors preceded Jesus. Jesus identifies himself as greater than Solomon 
(Matthew 12:42). Christian readers connect wise living with Christ, in whom are the treasures of wisdom (Colossians 
2:3), without claiming direct personal contact. 

How the Author Died 
Biblical record about Solomon: he died after a forty-year reign and was buried in David’s city; no cause is stated (1 
Kings 11:41–43). The deaths of the other contributors are unknown. 

Date of Writing 
Many sayings are traditionally associated with Solomon’s tenth-century BC reign. Proverbs 25:1 identifies a collection 
copied under Hezekiah in the eighth century. The book’s final arrangement is often placed in the postexilic period. 
[C20] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Royal and scribal circles in Jerusalem are plausible for some collections; Agur, Lemuel, and other 
contributors cannot be securely located. The final writing site is not stated. 

Historical Context 
The book gathers instruction for forming character and navigating family, work, leadership, and community. It 
reflects wisdom taught across generations rather than one continuous historical episode. 

Cultural Context 
Parents, teachers, scribes, courts, markets, and households transmit practical instruction. Proverbs usually describe 
patterns of life; they should not be treated as unconditional guarantees that every righteous person will prosper 
immediately. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Egypt and Mesopotamia maintained instructional wisdom traditions. Proverbs 22:17–24:22 is often compared with 
Egyptian instruction, illustrating shared questions about honesty, speech, authority, and care for the vulnerable. 
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Summary 
Proverbs introduces wisdom as the formation of judgment, character, and conduct under the fear of the Lord (1:1–
7). The extended teaching in chapters 1–9 presents parents instructing a younger person and portrays Wisdom as a 
woman calling publicly. Invitations to faithful living stand beside warnings about violence, dishonest gain, sexual 
temptation, and choices that damage both the individual and the community. 

The shorter sayings in chapters 10–29 explore ordinary situations rather than building one uninterrupted argument. 
Speech, diligence, money, friendship, anger, leadership, justice, and family life recur in different combinations. Some 
proverbs illuminate a general pattern; others require the reader to discern which circumstance is being addressed. 
Proverbs 26:4–5, for example, places contrasting responses to foolish speech beside one another, showing why 
wisdom involves judgment rather than mechanical rule-following. 

Different collections preserve teaching associated with Solomon, other wise people, and scribes working under 
Hezekiah. Chapter 30 presents Agur’s humility about human knowledge and observations drawn from the world. 
Chapter 31 includes instruction associated with Lemuel’s mother and concludes with an acrostic portrait of a capable 
woman whose wisdom is visible in work, generosity, judgment, and care for her household. 

The book describes the kinds of habits through which a community ordinarily flourishes, but its sayings are not 
unconditional guarantees against hardship. Job and Ecclesiastes help readers consider circumstances in which 
expected outcomes do not appear. Proverbs calls for teachability and disciplined attention, showing that faithfulness 
to God concerns daily choices as much as formal acts of worship. 

Key Themes 
Fear of the Lord (1:7); teachability; disciplined speech; diligence and generosity; justice and integrity. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Wisdom and Folly appear as women offering rival invitations (9). Paths picture moral direction (4:10–19). Words are 
compared to healing or harm (12:18). These sayings generally describe wise patterns, rather than unconditional 
guarantees. 

Key Verses 

Proverbs 1:7 
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 

Selected KJV text. Reverence and teachability provide wisdom’s foundation. 

Read the complete passage 

Proverbs 3:5 
“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.” 

Selected KJV text. Wise living requires dependence beyond personal judgment. 

Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Job and Ecclesiastes explore circumstances that complicate ordinary wisdom expectations. James parallels Proverbs on 
speech and conduct; Colossians 2:3 connects wisdom with Christ. Compare Proverbs 3:11–12 with Hebrews 12:5–6. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%201%3A7&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%203%3A5&version=KJV
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Application 
Which habit needs correction? Before speaking, ask whether your words are truthful, timely, and kind. Compare 
related proverbs and circumstances instead of applying one saying mechanically. 

Reading focus  Proverbs 1–4; 9; 15; 22; 31 
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Old Testament  /  Wisdom And Poetry 

Ecclesiastes 
Author 
Attributed to Qoheleth, the Teacher, described as a son of David and king in Jerusalem (1:1). Traditionally associated 
with Solomon; the literary identity and final composition are debated. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Solomon, the traditional author association, was the son of David and Bathsheba. He asked God for wisdom, built 
the Jerusalem temple, and became known for wealth and international influence. His later religious compromises are 
also recorded (2 Samuel 12:24; 1 Kings 3; 6–11). The book’s precise literary authorship remains debated. 

Relationship to Christ 
Traditional attribution to Solomon places the speaker before Jesus; the actual author is uncertain. Its questions about 
mortality, meaning, and judgment provide a thematic background for Christian reflection on resurrection, rather 
than evidence of a personal encounter with Christ. 

How the Author Died 
Biblical record about Solomon: he died after reigning forty years and was buried in the city of David. The cause is not 
stated (1 Kings 11:41–43). If another person composed the book, that writer’s death is unknown. 

Date of Writing 
Traditionally linked with Solomon’s tenth-century BC reign. Many scholars date the literary work to the third 
century BC on linguistic and historical grounds. The royal voice alone does not settle authorship or date. [C21] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Jerusalem is the speaker’s literary setting; Judah under Persian or Hellenistic rule is a common proposal for 
composition. A definite city of writing cannot be established. 

Historical Context 
The Teacher examines work, wisdom, wealth, time, injustice, and death. If the common third-century dating is 
accepted, the book belongs to a Judean society living under Hellenistic political and economic pressures. 

Cultural Context 
Wisdom reflection, proverbial teaching, inherited royal ideals, and the limits of human control shape the discussion. 
The Hebrew term often translated “vanity” evokes breath or vapor and requires attention to each passage. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Under a Hellenistic dating, Ptolemaic Egypt controlled Judah within a world shaped by Greek language and imperial 
competition. Under the traditional dating, neighboring Near Eastern kingdoms supply the background; these are 
alternative settings. 
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Summary 
Ecclesiastes examines the difficulty of finding lasting gain in life experienced “under the sun.” The Teacher observes 
recurring natural cycles and the fading memory of human achievement (1). He tests pleasure, building projects, 
possessions, wisdom, and work, yet death limits the lasting advantage any of them can secure (2). The repeated 
language of vanity or vapor captures the instability, elusiveness, or brevity of what people try to control. 

Further reflections consider appointed times, oppression, rivalry, isolation, wealth, and the unpredictability of 
outcomes (3–6). A person may accumulate much and still be unable to enjoy it. Wisdom remains useful, but it does 
not provide mastery over death or a dependable explanation of every injustice. The book repeatedly resists the 
assumption that people can make life secure through achievement alone. 

Chapters 7–11 continue the inquiry through proverbs and observations about judgment, authority, risk, and 
responsible action. Readers are urged to recognize the limits of knowledge, enjoy ordinary gifts, work while 
opportunities remain, and act generously without demanding certainty about the results. Enjoyment is presented as a 
gift from God, not a denial that suffering exists. 

The final chapter urges remembrance of the Creator before the decline associated with aging and death. The 
concluding voice calls for reverence and obedience in light of God’s judgment (12). Ecclesiastes therefore does not 
simply commend despair. It exposes misplaced confidence in possessions and control, making room for gratitude, 
humility, and accountable living within a life whose full meaning cannot be captured by human calculation. 

Key Themes 
Life's brevity; limits of wisdom and control; death's universality; enjoyment as a gift (3:12–13); reverence and 
accountability (12:13–14). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The Hebrew word hevel evokes vapor or breath, suggesting transience and elusiveness. Chasing wind pictures futile 
grasping (1:14). The aging imagery in 12:1–7 portrays approaching death through a fading household scene. 

Key Verses 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 
“To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:” 

Selected KJV text. Life unfolds through seasons beyond complete human control. 

Read the complete passage 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 
“Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.” 

Selected KJV text. The closing counsel directs life toward reverence and responsibility. 

Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Proverbs and Job are wisdom companions with different perspectives. Psalm 90 parallels reflection on brevity and 
time. Romans 8:18–25 explores creation’s frustration and hope, a thematic rather than direct historical parallel. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes%203%3A1&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes%2012%3A13&version=KJV
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Application 
What are you expecting achievement to provide? Receive today's ordinary gifts with gratitude. How can awareness of 
mortality clarify your responsibilities rather than lead to despair? 

Reading focus  Ecclesiastes 1–3; 5; 7; 11–12 
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Old Testament  /  Wisdom And Poetry 

Song of Solomon 
Author 
The title associates the song with Solomon (1:1). Whether he wrote it, sponsored it, or is its subject is debated. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Solomon, the traditional author association, was the son of David and Bathsheba. He asked God for wisdom, built 
the Jerusalem temple, and became known for wealth and international influence. His later religious compromises are 
also recorded (2 Samuel 12:24; 1 Kings 3; 6–11). The book’s precise literary authorship remains debated. 

Relationship to Christ 
Solomon, if involved, lived before Jesus; the final author or compiler is uncertain. Christian traditions sometimes read 
the love poetry as an analogy of Christ and the church. That theological reading does not identify a direct personal 
relationship with Jesus. 

How the Author Died 
Biblical record about Solomon: he died after reigning forty years and was buried in the city of David. The cause is not 
stated (1 Kings 11:41–43). If another person composed the book, that writer’s death is unknown. 

Date of Writing 
Traditionally associated with Solomon in the tenth century BC. Many scholars propose postexilic composition or 
collection, broadly fifth–third centuries BC, while allowing older poems. No exact date is established. [C22] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. The poetry evokes Jerusalem, vineyards, gardens, and northern landscapes, but poetic scenery does not 
prove where the collection was written. 

Historical Context 
The book celebrates longing, delight, and mutual love through poetic dialogue. It does not narrate a securely datable 
national event, so its historical setting depends heavily on disputed authorship and language evidence. 

Cultural Context 
Wedding imagery, pastoral life, perfume, costly goods, family expectations, and bodily description shape the poems. 
Read their figurative language within ancient love poetry before imposing a detailed allegory on every image. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Egyptian and other Near Eastern societies also preserved love poetry and luxury imagery. Under a later dating, Persian 
or Hellenistic trade and cultural exchange form the wider setting; a particular political event cannot be assigned 
confidently. 
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Summary 
Song of Solomon is a collection of love poetry voiced by lovers and other speakers. It unfolds through longing, 
admiration, remembered encounters, searching, separation, and delight rather than through a plainly labeled 
historical narrative. The early poems express desire for closeness and describe the beloved through images from 
pastoral life, fragrance, and the beauty of the natural world (1–2). 

Later scenes include nighttime searching, a royal procession, and extended descriptions of the lovers’ attraction (3–5). 
Garden imagery communicates privacy, mutual delight, and the invitation to shared intimacy. Another searching 
scene introduces vulnerability and frustration, showing that longing includes absence as well as enjoyment. Because 
the speakers are not always named and scenes may be poetic or dreamlike, readers should not assume that every 
passage supplies a precise stage in one agreed chronology. 

The later poems continue mutual admiration and invite shared life among fields and vineyards (6–8). The conclusion 
emphasizes love’s strength, its resistance to being purchased, and the importance of commitment. Repeated warnings 
not to awaken love before its proper time place restraint alongside desire (2:7; 3:5; 8:4). 

The book gives bodily affection, mutual regard, and faithful love a place within Scripture. Jewish and Christian 
traditions have also read it as an analogy of divine love for God’s people. Such theological readings should preserve, 
rather than erase, the poetry’s own celebration of human love. Its images are meant to be appreciated within their 
ancient poetic conventions, not treated as a coded explanation of every detail of a later doctrine. 

Key Themes 
Mutual delight; faithful love; longing and intimacy; appropriate timing; love's enduring strength (8:6–7). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Gardens and vineyards evoke beauty and intimacy (4:12–16; 8:11–12). A seal portrays belonging and enduring 
commitment (8:6). Christian readings about Christ and the church are later theological applications, distinct from 
the poems' direct portrayal of human love. 

Key Verses 

Song of Solomon 8:6 
“for love is strong as death” 

Selected KJV text. The poem describes love’s profound and enduring force. 

Read the complete passage 

Song of Solomon 8:7 
“Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it” 

Selected KJV text. Love cannot be extinguished by opposition or purchased by wealth. 

Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Proverbs 5:15–20 shares celebration of marital love; Hosea uses marriage differently as a covenant image. Ephesians 
5:25–32 provides a Christian marriage-and-Christ connection, but it is not a line-by-line explanation of the Song. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Song%20of%20Solomon%208%3A6&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Song%20of%20Solomon%208%3A7&version=KJV
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Application 
How can love honor another person's dignity and boundaries? Cultivate fidelity and tenderness. Avoid reducing a 
person to appearance or treating intimate affection as something that can be purchased. 

Reading focus  Song of Solomon 2; 4; 8 
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Old Testament  /  Major Prophets 

Isaiah 
Author 
Associated with Isaiah son of Amoz (1:1). Traditional interpretation credits him with the whole book; its 
composition and later shaping are debated. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Isaiah son of Amoz prophesied in Judah during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. His call vision 
emphasizes God’s holiness. His wife is called a prophetess, and his children’s names serve prophetic purposes (Isaiah 
1:1; 6; 7:3; 8:3–4). The book’s final composition is debated. 

Relationship to Christ 
Isaiah preceded Jesus’ incarnation. John 12:38–41 connects his prophetic witness with Jesus’ glory; Matthew 8:17 and 
Acts 8:32–35 apply passages from Isaiah to Christ’s ministry and suffering. These are explicit New Testament 
interpretations. 

How the Author Died 
Later tradition: Isaiah was reportedly sawn in two under Manasseh [H4]. Scripture does not narrate his death. 
Hebrews 11:37 mentions unnamed people sawn apart but does not identify Isaiah. 

Date of Writing 
Isaiah’s ministry began around 740 BC and continued into the late eighth century. Traditional single-author dating 
places the book there; many scholars distinguish eighth-century material from exilic and postexilic portions 
completed in the sixth–fifth centuries BC. [C23] 

Place of Writing 
Jerusalem is the setting of Isaiah’s ministry and a likely source of early material. The locations of later composition are 
uncertain; Babylonian exile and restored Judah are proposed for some portions. 

Historical Context 
The book addresses Judah’s fear of invasion, injustice, and misplaced trust, then offers comfort, return, and future 
restoration. Its historical horizons include Assyrian pressure and, in later sections, Babylonian exile and return. 

Cultural Context 
Royal diplomacy, temple worship, land ownership, social inequality, and prophetic signs shaped Judah’s life. The 
book contrasts outward religious activity with justice and trust in God. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Assyria expanded westward and threatened Jerusalem; Babylon later dominated Judah. Persian Cyrus conquered 
Babylon in 539 BC, providing the wider setting for return language in Isaiah 40–55. 
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Summary 
Isaiah opens by confronting Judah’s rebellion, empty religious activity, and injustice while announcing the holiness of 
the God the people have failed to honor (1–5). Isaiah’s call vision places prophetic ministry under that holiness and 
exposes the difficulty of speaking to resistant hearers (6). The subsequent messages address threats from surrounding 
powers and the temptation to seek security through political alliances rather than trust in the Lord (7–39). 

Judgment on Judah is set within God’s authority over other nations, while promises of righteous rule and a restored 
people prevent catastrophe from becoming the final horizon. The accounts of the Assyrian crisis under Hezekiah 
demonstrate both divine deliverance and continuing vulnerability (36–39). Jerusalem’s future cannot be secured 
merely by remembering one past rescue. 

Chapters 40–55 proclaim comfort, the greatness of the Creator, the inadequacy of idols, and the possibility of return 
from exile. The servant passages develop the relationship between God’s purposes, suffering, justice, and blessing 
extending beyond Israel. Isaiah 52:13–53:12 becomes especially important in the New Testament’s interpretation of 
Jesus’ suffering and saving work. 

The closing chapters connect restoration with practical righteousness, sincere worship, inclusion, and hope for 
renewed creation (56–66). They confront injustice and religious hypocrisy within a community that still needs 
transformation. Isaiah holds together God’s holiness, the exposure of sin, and the determination to redeem. Its 
message is not simply that disaster will be reversed, but that God will form a people whose life reflects his justice and 
whose hope rests in his faithfulness. 

Key Themes 
God's holiness (6); justice and true worship (1; 58); trust; the servant's suffering (52:13–53:12); renewed creation (65–
66). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The vineyard portrays Israel's failure to yield justice (5). The stump and shoot portray hope for David's line (11:1–
10). The suffering servant bears others' sins (53), a passage Christians read in relation to Jesus (Acts 8:32–35). 

Key Verses 

Isaiah 6:3 
“Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

Selected KJV text. God’s holiness shapes Isaiah’s prophetic calling. 

Read the complete passage 

Isaiah 53:5 
“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities” 

Selected KJV text. The suffering servant bears the cost of others’ wrongdoing; Christians connect this passage with 
Jesus. 

Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
2 Kings 18–20 parallels Isaiah 36–39. Micah addresses similar eighth-century concerns. Matthew 1:22–23, Acts 8:32–
35, and 1 Peter 2:22–25 show specific New Testament uses of Isaiah. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%206%3A3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2053%3A5&version=KJV
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Application 
Where has religious activity replaced justice? What fear invites misplaced trust? Join worship with care for the 
oppressed and study promises in their historical and literary settings. 

Reading focus  Isaiah 6; 9; 11; 40; 52:13–53:12; 58; 65 
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Old Testament  /  Major Prophets 

Jeremiah 
Author 
Associated with Jeremiah son of Hilkiah (1:1); Baruch acts as a scribe for his messages (36). The final compilation 
includes narrative material. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Jeremiah was a priest from Anathoth called during Josiah’s reign. He warned Judah about its covenant failures, 
endured imprisonment, and witnessed Jerusalem’s destruction. Baruch served as his scribe. Jeremiah was later taken 
with a group to Egypt (Jeremiah 1; 36; 38–43). 

Relationship to Christ 
Jeremiah lived before Jesus. His promised new covenant is applied to Christ’s work in Hebrews 8:8–12 and 10:16–17. 
Scripture presents his witness as prophetic preparation, not as a personal meeting with Jesus. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown from Scripture: Jeremiah’s death is not narrated. Stories that he was stoned in Egypt are later traditions 
rather than a biblical account. 

Date of Writing 
His ministry extended from about 626 BC through Jerusalem’s fall in 587/586 BC and afterward. Oracles, narratives, 
and writings associated with Baruch were collected through the sixth century; the exact final date is uncertain. [C24] 

Place of Writing 
Judah and Jerusalem are settings for Jeremiah’s ministry and Baruch’s writing activity (Jeremiah 36). Later events 
occur in Egypt; final compilation may also involve exile. No single location explains the whole book. 

Historical Context 
Judah experiences reform, failed alliances, siege, destruction, and exile. Jeremiah confronts false confidence in the 
temple while announcing judgment, a long exile, and hope for renewed covenant relationship. 

Cultural Context 
Temple preaching, royal courts, scribal work, public lament, and symbolic actions carry the message. Land purchase 
and family obligations become signs of hope when ordinary social life is being dismantled. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Assyria declined; Babylon defeated Egypt at Carchemish in 605 BC and became the dominant power. Judah’s leaders 
faced rivalry between Babylon and Egypt, and choosing political patrons could not avert covenant accountability. 

Summary 
Jeremiah recounts a prophetic ministry carried out as Judah approaches national catastrophe. His call establishes 
responsibility to speak God’s word despite resistance (1). The messages that follow condemn idolatry, injustice, false 



Jeremiah  

                                                                                www.heartmattermiistries.org                                                                       83 

confidence in the temple, and refusal to return to God (2–25). Jeremiah’s warnings insist that religious identity and 
outward worship cannot shelter a community that exploits others and rejects covenant obligations. 
Narratives of opposition, public controversy, symbolic actions, and the prophet’s personal anguish make the message 
costly rather than detached (26–29 and elsewhere). Jeremiah disputes comforting predictions of rapid rescue and tells 
the exiles to seek the welfare of the place where they now live. His ministry exposes the danger of accepting reassuring 
religious claims simply because they are easier to hear. 
Promises of restoration appear within the judgment, especially in chapters 30–33. God announces return, renewed 
relationship, and a new covenant in which his instruction is written on the heart. Jeremiah’s purchase of a field 
embodies hope at a time when ordinary ownership appears to have little future. Hope does not deny the coming 
destruction; it looks beyond it to God’s continuing covenant purpose. 
The later narratives describe royal resistance, siege, Jerusalem’s fall, and the troubled aftermath that takes Jeremiah to 
Egypt (34–45). Oracles against nations affirm that God’s authority extends beyond Judah (46–51), and the final 
chapter recalls the destruction and exile (52). The book is not arranged as a simple diary. Its messages and narratives 
together explain judgment, portray faithful witness under pressure, and sustain hope for renewal deeper than a change 
in political circumstances. 

Key Themes 
Covenant unfaithfulness; costly prophetic service; repentance; exile and restoration; the new covenant (31:31–34). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Broken cisterns depict abandoning God for inadequate substitutes (2:13). The potter's clay portrays God's authority 
and the importance of response (18). The yoke pictures Babylonian rule (27–28). Writing the law on hearts expresses 
inward covenant renewal (31). 

Key Verses 

Jeremiah 29:11 
“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil” 

Selected KJV text. God assures the exiled community of future restoration, not immediate escape from hardship. 
Read the complete passage 

Jeremiah 31:33 
“I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts” 

Selected KJV text. The new covenant includes inward renewal and belonging to God. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
2 Kings 22–25 supplies the royal chronology. Lamentations mourns the destruction; Ezekiel speaks from exile. 
Hebrews 8:8–12 quotes Jeremiah 31, connecting the new covenant with Christ. 

Application 
What substitute for God leaves you spiritually empty? Can you receive a difficult truth without attacking the 
messenger? Practice integrity while trusting God's capacity to restore. 
Reading focus  Jeremiah 1–2; 7; 18; 29–33; 36 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2029%3A11&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2031%3A33&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  Major Prophets 

Lamentations 
Author 
Anonymous. Traditionally attributed to Jeremiah; the text does not name its poet. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The poet is unnamed. Traditional attribution connects the poems with Jeremiah, the priest-prophet who witnessed 
Judah’s final crisis and Jerusalem’s fall (Jeremiah 1; 39). This provides a traditional author profile but does not prove 
that Jeremiah composed the collection. 

Relationship to Christ 
The unnamed poet or poets lived before Christ; Jeremiah is a traditional attribution. Their grief over Jerusalem 
supplies a setting for Christian reflection on lament and mercy, but the book does not establish an author’s personal 
relationship with Jesus. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown for the poet. If Jeremiah wrote the poems, Scripture still gives no account of his death; later stories should 
not be treated as established biblical facts. 

Date of Writing 
Usually placed shortly after Jerusalem’s destruction in 587/586 BC, in the sixth century. The traditional connection 
with Jeremiah and the precise stages of collecting the poems remain uncertain. [C25] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Jerusalem or Judah is plausible because of the vivid grief over the ruined city; an exilic setting is also 
possible. An eyewitness tone does not identify an exact writing location. 

Historical Context 
The city and temple have been destroyed, and survivors face hunger, humiliation, bereavement, and displacement. 
The poems give voice to communal pain and struggle to speak about judgment without abandoning hope. 

Cultural Context 
Funeral lament, personification of a city as a woman, alphabetic poetry, and communal confession shape the book. 
Expressions of anguish should be heard as prayer within catastrophe, not as detached philosophical conclusions. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Babylon’s expansion and siege warfare devastated Judah, as conquest also devastated other peoples in the region. 
Deportation and imperial control disrupted family networks, agriculture, and religious institutions. 

Summary 
Lamentations gives poetic voice to the destruction of Jerusalem and the suffering of its survivors. The first poem 
portrays the city as a bereaved, abandoned woman, recalling the contrast between former life and present humiliation 
(1). The second confronts the devastation of worship, leadership, and family life, refusing to soften the horror of 
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famine and the loss of children (2). The poems both acknowledge wrongdoing and appeal for God to see the 
suffering. 
The extended third poem moves through personal affliction, remembered mercy, waiting, self-examination, and 
renewed cries for help (3). Its words about God’s faithfulness arise within anguish; they are not a declaration that grief 
has disappeared. This placement makes hope a difficult act of trust within catastrophe rather than an easy explanation 
offered from outside it. 
The fourth poem returns to the collapse of civic and social life, while the fifth becomes a communal prayer asking 
God to remember and restore (4–5). The alphabetic forms in chapters 1–4 give ordered expression to overwhelming 
loss, but the final prayer does not supply a complete resolution. The collection ends still pleading for renewed 
relationship. 
Lamentations teaches readers how to remain in conversation with God when suffering cannot be quickly repaired. It 
makes space for grief, confession, protest, and fragile hope without requiring them to follow a tidy emotional 
sequence. Its portrayal of Jerusalem’s disaster should be heard in its particular covenant and historical setting, rather 
than used to accuse every suffering person of a specific hidden sin. 

Key Themes 
Lament after devastation; communal responsibility; mercy and hope (3:21–33); honest prayer; the longing for 
restoration (5). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Jerusalem is personified as a bereaved woman (1). Darkness and confinement express anguish (3). Renewed mercies 
contrast with overwhelming loss (3:22–23). The poetic order gives grief a disciplined form without erasing its pain. 

Key Verses 

Lamentations 3:22 
“It is of the LORD’S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.” 

Selected KJV text. Hope rests on God’s compassion within devastating loss. 
Read the complete passage 

Lamentations 3:23 
“They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.” 

Selected KJV text. The poet confesses renewed mercy without denying grief. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
2 Kings 25 and Jeremiah 39, 52 recount the fall of Jerusalem. Psalms 74, 79, and 137 offer related communal laments. 
Luke 19:41–44 portrays Jesus mourning Jerusalem in a later historical setting. 

Application 
How can you make space for communal sorrow? Pray for those living with loss and displacement. Do not use this 
account to assume that every tragedy is punishment for its victims. 
Reading focus  Lamentations 1; 3; 5 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations%203%3A22&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations%203%3A23&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  Major Prophets 

Ezekiel 
Author 
Associated with Ezekiel, a priest and prophet among the Babylonian exiles (1:1–3). The book preserves his visions, 
messages, and symbolic actions. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Ezekiel son of Buzi was a priest among the Judean exiles in Babylon. He received visions near the river Chebar, 
performed symbolic actions, and addressed both judgment and restoration. The book also records his wife’s death 
during his ministry (Ezekiel 1:1–3; 3; 24:15–24). 

Relationship to Christ 
Ezekiel lived before Jesus. His promised shepherd and restored people contribute to themes that Christians connect 
with Jesus in John 10. This theological relationship does not imply Ezekiel met the incarnate Christ. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown from Scripture: Ezekiel’s death and its cause are not recorded. The account of his wife’s death in Ezekiel 24 
should not be confused with his own. 

Date of Writing 
His dated visions span about 593–571 BC. The oracles and narratives were collected in the sixth century, though the 
extent of later editing is debated; a final year cannot be fixed. [C26] 

Place of Writing 
Babylonia, among Judean exiles near the Chebar canal, is the stated setting of Ezekiel’s ministry (Ezekiel 1:1–3). The 
final editorial location cannot be established separately with certainty. 

Historical Context 
Ezekiel ministers among people deported in 597 BC, before and after Jerusalem’s destruction. He explains judgment 
and announces renewal, divine presence, a new heart, and a restored community. 

Cultural Context 
Priestly concern for holiness, temple space, impurity, and divine glory shapes his visions. Symbolic actions and 
extraordinary imagery communicate the depth of the crisis and the scope of restoration. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Babylon ruled the region and relocated conquered populations. Egypt remained an alternative political hope; Tyre’s 
trade and neighboring nations’ actions also appear in Ezekiel’s judgments against the nations. 

Summary 
Ezekiel begins with a vision of God’s glory among the exiles in Babylonia and with the prophet’s commission to speak 
to a resistant people (1–3). The Lord’s presence is not confined to Jerusalem. Symbolic actions and messages expose 
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the covenant failures of the city and its leaders, while visions portray corruption in the temple and the departure of 
divine glory (4–24). The people’s confidence in their institutions does not remove their accountability. 
The judgments against surrounding nations broaden the message (25–32). Neighbors and powerful trading or 
imperial centers are also answerable to God. Their pride, violence, and opportunism prevent Judah’s disaster from 
being interpreted as evidence that another people’s gods have proved superior. 
News of Jerusalem’s fall marks a major transition toward restoration (33–39). Ezekiel’s responsibility as a watchman 
remains, but the emphasis turns to a faithful shepherd, cleansing, a new heart and Spirit, and the reuniting of God’s 
people. The dry bones vision portrays restoration from a condition compared with death; the joining of two sticks 
communicates renewed unity. Threats to the restored people will not overturn God’s final purpose. 
The concluding vision depicts a transformed sanctuary, reordered land, and a city defined by God’s presence (40–48). 
Water flowing from the temple brings life beyond the sanctuary itself. Christian traditions differ on how every feature 
of this vision should be fulfilled, but the book’s central movement is clear: judgment exposes covenant corruption, 
while restoration depends on God’s initiative to renew people and dwell among them. Changed circumstances and 
inward transformation belong together. 

Key Themes 
God's glory; personal responsibility (18); judgment and restoration; inward renewal (36:26–27); God's dwelling with 
His people. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Wheels and living creatures convey God's mobile, sovereign glory (1). Dry bones portray Israel's restoration from 
national hopelessness (37:1–14). The temple river depicts life flowing from God's presence (47). Details of the temple 
vision receive differing Christian interpretations. 

Key Verses 

Ezekiel 36:26 
“A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you” 

Selected KJV text. Restoration requires God-given inward renewal. 
Read the complete passage 

Ezekiel 37:14 
“And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live” 

Selected KJV text. God promises to restore Israel from its condition of national hopelessness. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Jeremiah describes related events in Judah; 2 Kings 24–25 supplies the exile chronology. John 10 parallels the 
shepherd theme of Ezekiel 34; Revelation 21–22 reuses restored-city and life-giving-water imagery. 

Application 
Where do you need renewed obedience rather than surface reform? Refuse despair while acknowledging 
responsibility. How could God's life-giving presence reshape your community? 
Reading focus  Ezekiel 1; 18; 34; 36–37; 47–48 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%2036%3A26&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%2037%3A14&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  Major Prophets 

Daniel 
Author 
Traditionally attributed to Daniel; portions use first-person narration. The date and composition of the final book are 
debated. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Daniel was taken from Judah to Babylon and trained for royal service. He interpreted dreams, served under successive 
rulers, maintained a disciplined prayer life, and received visions of future kingdoms (Daniel 1–2; 5–7). This describes 
the traditional author figure; the book’s date and composition are debated. 

Relationship to Christ 
Daniel preceded Jesus. Jesus draws on Daniel’s Son of Man imagery in Mark 14:62, and Matthew 24:15 names 
Daniel. These connections concern prophetic witness and biblical interpretation rather than a recorded personal 
encounter. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: Scripture does not record Daniel’s death. He survived the lions’ den (Daniel 6); that episode is not an 
account of his death. 

Date of Writing 
Traditional authorship places composition in the sixth century BC during Daniel’s lifetime. Many scholars date the 
final form to about 167–164 BC during Antiochus IV’s persecution, while recognizing older court stories. [C27] 

Place of Writing 
Under traditional authorship, Babylonia is a likely proposal. Under the second-century dating, Judea is commonly 
proposed. Babylon and Persian courts are story settings and do not settle the location of final composition. 

Historical Context 
The stories portray Judeans living under foreign kings; the visions describe empires, oppression, and God’s final rule. 
A second-century final setting connects the visions with pressure on Jewish worship under Seleucid rule. 

Cultural Context 
Court education, food boundaries, prayer, dream interpretation, and apocalyptic visions shape the book. Its Hebrew 
and Aramaic portions require attention to genre as well as the distinction between story time and writing time. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Babylonian and Persian rulers provide the court-story world. Under the later dating, Seleucid king Antiochus IV 
imposed measures against Jewish worship amid Hellenistic power struggles. These are distinct historical horizons. 
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Summary 
Daniel combines stories of faithfulness under foreign rule with visions concerning kingdoms, oppression, and God’s 
final authority. The opening introduces young Judeans trained for royal service who negotiate the demands of the 
court without abandoning allegiance to God (1). Daniel interprets the king’s dream, showing that earthly empires are 
temporary and that God’s kingdom will endure (2). 

The fiery furnace, Nebuchadnezzar’s humiliation, the writing on the wall, and the lions’ den portray different 
encounters between divine sovereignty and human power (3–6). Faithfulness can bring danger rather than immediate 
advantage. Daniel’s companions explicitly refuse to make obedience depend on a guaranteed rescue (3:17–18). The 
stories therefore encourage courage without presenting God as a means of controlling every outcome. 

The visions in chapters 7–12 revisit the rise of kingdoms through disturbing beasts, conflict, desecration, and 
suffering. Heavenly judgment places oppressive rule under limits, while the figure like a son of man and the 
vindication of the holy ones introduce hope beyond imperial violence. Daniel’s prayer acknowledges Israel’s sin and 
asks for mercy rather than claiming restoration as a reward for national innocence (9). The final visions anticipate 
severe trial, deliverance, and resurrection. 

Read within the historical horizons explained in the context sections, Daniel offers hope to people living under 
powers they cannot defeat by ordinary means. Its symbols require careful interpretation, but their purpose is not 
merely to satisfy curiosity about dates. The book calls for steadfast loyalty, prayer, humility, and confidence that 
God’s rule outlasts the kingdoms that appear dominant. 

Key Themes 
Faithfulness under pressure; God's sovereignty over rulers; prayer; judgment; resurrection and lasting hope (12:1–3). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The statue represents successive kingdoms (2). Beasts portray violent empires (7). The figure like a son of man receives 
enduring dominion (7:13–14), language Jesus applies to Himself (Mark 14:62). Apocalyptic symbols should be read 
within their explained context. 

Key Verses 

Daniel 2:21 
“And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings” 

Selected KJV text. Earthly rulers remain subject to God’s sovereignty. 

Read the complete passage 

Daniel 12:2 
“And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake” 

Selected KJV text. The final vision announces resurrection and accountability. 

Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Esther parallels minority life at foreign courts; Ezekiel also speaks from exile. Mark 14:62 uses Daniel 7:13–14; 
Revelation repeatedly develops Daniel’s beasts, heavenly court, and kingdom imagery. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%202%3A21&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel%2012%3A2&version=KJV
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Application 
How can you remain faithful without compromising integrity at work? Establish a steady practice of prayer. Avoid 
building certainty about current events from disputed prophetic identifications. 

Reading focus  Daniel 1–3; 6–7; 9; 12 
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Old Testament  /  Minor Prophets 

Hosea 
Author 
Associated with Hosea son of Beeri (1:1), whose ministry addresses the northern kingdom of Israel. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Hosea son of Beeri prophesied chiefly to the northern kingdom of Israel during its final generations. His marriage to 
Gomer and his children’s names formed part of his prophetic message about covenant unfaithfulness and God’s 
restoring love (Hosea 1:1–9; 3). 

Relationship to Christ 
Hosea lived before Jesus. Matthew 2:15 applies Hosea 11:1 to Jesus; Matthew 9:13 and 12:7 quote Hosea 6:6. Hosea’s 
covenant witness thus has explicit connections with Christ’s story and teaching. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: Scripture does not record how, where, or when Hosea died. 

Date of Writing 
His ministry is commonly placed around 750–722 BC in the northern kingdom. The book preserves eighth-century 
prophecy; later collection or editing is possible and cannot be dated precisely. [C28] 

Place of Writing 
Israel, the northern kingdom, is the primary ministry setting. The final writing location is unknown; preservation and 
editing in Judah are often proposed. 

Historical Context 
Prosperity under Jeroboam II gives way to instability, foreign dependence, and eventual Assyrian conquest. Hosea 
confronts covenant betrayal and announces both judgment and God’s persistent restoring love. 

Cultural Context 
Marriage and family imagery portray damaged covenant relationship. Agricultural worship, royal alliances, and 
priestly failures reveal how religion, politics, and economic life had become entangled. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Assyria’s growing power drove regional alliances and tribute. Israel looked toward both Assyria and Egypt; worship 
associated with Baal competed with covenant loyalty to God. 

Summary 
Hosea introduces its message through the prophet’s marriage, his children’s symbolic names, and the painful 
relationship between betrayal and persistent love (1–3). Israel’s covenant relationship with God is portrayed through 
family imagery: unfaithfulness damages a real bond rather than violating an impersonal contract. Announcements of 
judgment stand beside promises that abandonment will not be God’s final word. 
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The later messages expose how this betrayal appears in public life (4–10). Religious leaders fail to teach faithfully; 
rulers seek security through foreign alliances; violence, dishonesty, and rival worship fracture the community. 
Economic prosperity and outward religious activity conceal a lack of knowledge of God. Calls to return are tested by 
whether they represent lasting change rather than a passing response to trouble. 
Images of God as a loving parent deepen the account of divine compassion (11), while further accusations recall 
Israel’s history and the consequences of refusing instruction (12–13). The book does not make love equivalent to 
indifference toward destructive choices. Judgment reveals the seriousness of the relationship the people have violated. 
The final chapter invites Israel to return with confession and trust, abandoning dependence on military strength and 
idols (14). Healing and renewed fruitfulness are pictured as gifts of restoring grace. Hosea shows that covenant 
faithfulness includes worship, political choices, justice, and the heart’s loyalties. Its message holds together the pain of 
betrayal, accountability for sin, and God’s determination to draw an unfaithful people back into relationship. 

Key Themes 
Covenant love; spiritual unfaithfulness; knowledge of God (6:6); judgment and mercy; repentance and healing (14). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Marriage portrays the damaged covenant relationship (1–3). A parent teaching a child to walk conveys divine 
tenderness (11:1–4). Dew and flourishing plants depict renewed life (14:5–8). These images do not instruct someone 
to remain in an abusive relationship. 

Key Verses 

Hosea 6:6 
“For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.” 

Selected KJV text. Covenant love and knowledge of God must shape worship. 
Read the complete passage 

Hosea 14:4 
“I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him.” 

Selected KJV text. The invitation to return is accompanied by promised healing and love. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
2 Kings 14–17 supplies the northern kingdom’s setting; Amos addresses related injustice. Matthew 2:15, 9:13, and 
Romans 9:25–26 show later biblical uses of Hosea’s language. 

Application 
What competes with your loyalty to God? How can repentance become concrete rather than merely emotional? Seek 
faithful love, truthfulness, and appropriate safety in human relationships. 
Reading focus  Hosea 1–3; 6; 11; 14 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea%206%3A6&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea%2014%3A4&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  Minor Prophets 

Joel 
Author 
Associated with Joel son of Pethuel (1:1). The book's historical date is uncertain. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Joel is identified as the son of Pethuel. His messages concern a devastating plague, communal repentance, and God’s 
future intervention. References to Zion and the temple connect his ministry with Judah’s worshiping community, 
but his occupation, family history, and precise date remain uncertain (Joel 1:1; 2:15–17). 

Relationship to Christ 
Joel lived before Jesus, but his biography is sparse. Peter interprets Joel’s promise of the Spirit in relation to the risen 
Christ at Pentecost (Acts 2:16–21, 32–33). A personal encounter with Jesus is not recorded. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: Scripture does not record Joel’s death, and a particular manner of death cannot be established confidently. 

Date of Writing 
Highly debated, with proposals from the ninth century to the Persian period. Many scholars favor a postexilic date 
around the fifth–fourth centuries BC; no named king or securely dated invasion settles the question. [C29] 

Place of Writing 
Judah or Jerusalem is commonly proposed because the temple and its priests are prominent. The book does not 
explicitly name its place of composition. 

Historical Context 
A locust disaster and severe agricultural loss become a call to repentance and a picture of the day of the Lord. The 
dating uncertainty prevents assigning this crisis confidently to one named reign. 

Cultural Context 
Temple offerings depended on grain, wine, and oil; crop failure therefore threatened both livelihood and worship. 
Communal fasting and priestly lament invited the whole community into repentance. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Tyre, Sidon, Philistia, Egypt, and Edom appear as neighboring peoples; the book also mentions trade involving 
Greeks. These references illuminate regional hostility and trafficking but do not yield a universally accepted date. 

Summary 
Joel begins with a devastating locust plague that threatens agriculture, food, and the offerings of the temple (1). 
Farmers, priests, and the whole community are called to lament. The disaster is more than an economic setback: it 
exposes the vulnerability of ordinary life and becomes a summons to seek God together. 
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The opening of chapter 2 intensifies the imagery of invasion and the day of the Lord. The people are urged to return 
wholeheartedly, with a change deeper than outward mourning (2:1–17). Priests and families are included in the call. 
Repentance is grounded in God’s gracious character rather than in a technique for compelling him to act. 
The following promises announce renewed provision, the removal of shame, and God’s presence among his people 
(2:18–27). The promise then expands to the outpouring of the Spirit across distinctions of age, sex, and social 
standing, accompanied by the assurance of deliverance for those who call on the Lord (2:28–32). Acts 2 uses this 
passage to explain Pentecost in relation to the risen Christ. 
The final chapter presents the nations facing judgment for their treatment of God’s people, while Zion receives a 
vision of security and abundance (3, in the KJV chapter numbering). Joel moves from present devastation to 
repentance, restoration, and a larger horizon of divine judgment and salvation. The uncertain date of the book does 
not erase this movement: a threatened community is called to trust God, whose purpose extends beyond replacing a 
lost harvest. 

Key Themes 
The day of the Lord; heartfelt repentance; communal prayer; restoration; the gift of the Spirit. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Locusts and an invading army convey overwhelming devastation (1–2). Rending the heart rather than garments 
expresses sincere repentance (2:13). Cosmic signs depict the gravity of God's intervention (2:30–31). The precise 
relationship between plague and army is debated. 

Key Verses 

Joel 2:13 
“rend your heart, and not your garments” 

Selected KJV text. God calls for sincere repentance beyond outward display. 
Read the complete passage 

Joel 2:28 
“I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh” 

Selected KJV text. The Spirit promise extends beyond a narrow group; Acts 2 connects it with Pentecost. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Amos 1–2 and Obadiah parallel judgment on surrounding peoples. Acts 2:16–21 quotes Joel 2:28–32; Romans 10:13 
uses Joel’s promise about calling on the Lord. 

Application 
What would inward repentance change in your conduct? Pray with your community during crisis and help those 
harmed by it. How does the Spirit's gift broaden your view of who can serve God? 
Reading focus  Joel 1–3; Acts 2:16–21 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel%202%3A13&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel%202%3A28&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  Minor Prophets 

Amos 
Author 
Associated with Amos, a shepherd and agricultural worker from Tekoa (1:1; 7:14–15), sent to prophesy to Israel. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Amos came from Tekoa in Judah and worked with livestock and sycamore figs. God sent him to prophesy to the 
northern kingdom during the reigns of Uzziah and Jeroboam II. He confronted wealthy elites, injustice, and the 
sanctuary at Bethel (Amos 1:1; 7:10–17). 

Relationship to Christ 
Amos preceded Jesus and proclaimed God’s demand for justice. Acts 15:15–18 uses Amos 9:11–12 in discussing 
Gentile inclusion through Christ. His relationship to Christ is prophetic and canonical, not a recorded personal 
meeting. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown from Scripture: Amos’s death is not narrated. Later martyrdom stories are not established by the biblical 
account. 

Date of Writing 
His ministry falls around 760–750 BC under Jeroboam II of Israel and Uzziah of Judah. Later collection and editing 
are possible; the surviving book cannot be assigned to one exact year. [C30] 

Place of Writing 
His prophetic activity occurred in northern Israel, including Bethel, though he came from Tekoa in Judah. The final 
writing location is unknown. 

Historical Context 
The northern kingdom enjoys prosperity while injustice, complacency, and religious self-confidence grow. Amos 
warns that wealth and national privilege will not protect a community that oppresses the vulnerable. 

Cultural Context 
Agriculture, trade, courts at city gates, debt, and sanctuary worship provide the social setting. The critique of 
dishonest measures and exploitation exposes the relationship between economic practices and worship. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Assyria was a growing imperial threat, though Israel temporarily benefited from favorable regional conditions. 
Damascus, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, and Moab appear within a wider network of warfare, trade, and injustice. 

Summary 
Amos begins with judgments against neighboring nations before turning the accusations toward Judah and Israel (1–
2). This structure challenges hearers who might welcome condemnation of outsiders while assuming that their own 
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covenant status guarantees safety. Israel’s greater responsibility arises from its relationship with God, not from 
immunity to judgment. 
The central messages expose exploitation, distorted courts, luxury purchased through others’ suffering, and 
complacent religious confidence (3–6). Amos rejects worship that leaves injustice untouched. His announcement 
concerning the day of the Lord overturns expectations that divine intervention must favor Israel regardless of its 
conduct. Public festivals and sacrifices cannot compensate for a community’s refusal to practice justice. 
A series of visions portrays the approach of judgment (7–9). Amos’ encounter with Amaziah at Bethel reveals tension 
between an established religious institution and a prophet whose message threatens its security. Images of 
measurement, ripe fruit, and the destruction of a sanctuary show that the time for assuming unchanged conditions is 
ending. God sees the everyday practices hidden beneath national prosperity. 
The final promise envisions the restoration of David’s fallen house and renewed abundance (9:11–15). Hope does not 
make the earlier accusations unimportant; it identifies a future that God will establish beyond the collapse of the 
unjust order. Amos insists that covenant loyalty is visible in courts, trade, treatment of the poor, and the exercise of 
power. Its call for justice tests whether worship is reflected in the community’s actual life. 

Key Themes 
Justice for the poor; accountability despite privilege; empty worship; the day of the Lord; restoration. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
A roaring lion evokes God's warning (1:2; 3:8). A plumb line pictures evaluation against a standard (7:7–9). Flowing 
water illustrates enduring justice and righteousness (5:24). A basket of summer fruit announces Israel's approaching 
end through Hebrew wordplay (8). 

Key Verses 

Amos 5:14 
“Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live” 

Selected KJV text. Repentance requires a change in conduct. 
Read the complete passage 

Amos 5:24 
“But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a mighty stream.” 

Selected KJV text. God calls for enduring justice rather than worship that conceals exploitation. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Hosea addresses the same northern kingdom with different imagery; 2 Kings 14 supplies royal context. Acts 15:15–18 
applies Amos 9 to the inclusion of Gentiles in the people of God. 

Application 
Who bears the hidden cost of your comfort? Examine financial and workplace practices. Join worship with action 
that protects the poor and challenges exploitation. 
Reading focus  Amos 2; 4–5; 7–9 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos%205%3A14&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos%205%3A24&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  Minor Prophets 

Obadiah 
Author 
Associated with the prophet Obadiah (1:1). His biography and the book's precise historical setting remain uncertain. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Obadiah’s name means servant of the Lord. His short prophecy condemns Edom’s pride and betrayal of Judah. The 
book supplies no parentage, occupation, or personal narrative, and he cannot confidently be identified with another 
Obadiah mentioned elsewhere in Scripture (Obadiah 1). 

Relationship to Christ 
Obadiah lived before Christ; little is known about him personally. His vision of the Lord’s kingdom contributes to 
the prophetic background of Christian hope, but no direct relationship with Jesus is described. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: neither the prophet’s death nor its circumstances are recorded in Scripture. 

Date of Writing 
Often dated after Jerusalem’s destruction in 587/586 BC because of Edom’s actions during Judah’s disaster. Some 
propose an earlier ninth-century crisis; the event and final date remain debated. [C31] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Judah is a common proposal because the prophecy centers on Jerusalem’s suffering and Edom’s conduct, 
but the author does not state where he wrote. 

Historical Context 
The prophecy condemns Edom’s pride and participation in the calamity of Judah, then announces reversal and the 
Lord’s rule. Its historical identification depends on which attack on Jerusalem lies behind the text. 

Cultural Context 
Kinship language recalls the relationship of Jacob and Esau. Honor, territorial security, plunder, refugees, and loyalty 
between neighboring peoples are central to the book’s moral argument. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Edom occupied rugged territory southeast of Judah and participated in regional trade and conflict. If the common 
sixth-century dating is accepted, Babylon’s conquest transformed the political landscape and exposed displaced 
Judeans to further harm. 

Summary 
Obadiah announces judgment against Edom, whose confidence in its mountain strongholds has encouraged pride 
(1–9). The prophecy declares that neither favorable geography, allies, wealth, nor reputation for wisdom can place a 
nation beyond accountability. Edom’s humiliation will expose the insecurity of the advantages on which it relies. 
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The reason for judgment becomes explicit in the account of Edom’s treatment of Judah during disaster (10–14). 
Rather than standing with a related people, Edom rejoices, participates in plunder, and endangers those trying to 
escape. The accusation extends beyond directly causing the initial catastrophe: benefiting from another people’s 
destruction and obstructing refugees are also forms of wrongdoing. 
The prophecy broadens to the day of the Lord, when the nations will face the consequences of their conduct (15–16). 
Its final movement anticipates deliverance on Mount Zion, recovered inheritance, and the Lord’s kingdom (17–21). 
These territorial and national images belong to the book’s ancient setting and should not be transferred mechanically 
to present political disputes. 
Although brief, Obadiah gives a searching account of responsibility toward a suffering neighbor. Kinship and 
proximity make betrayal more serious, while apparent security can conceal deep moral vulnerability. The conclusion 
places Judah’s hope within God’s rule rather than Edom’s continuing power. No people can permanently build a 
secure future through another community’s ruin. 

Key Themes 
Pride and downfall; betrayal of a related people; accountability for violence; deliverance and God's reign. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Edom's lofty dwelling evokes the illusion of invulnerability (3–4). Fire and stubble depict decisive judgment (18). 
Mount Zion represents the place of deliverance and restored rule (17–21). 

Key Verses 

Obadiah 15 
“as thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee” 

Selected KJV text. Edom faces accountability for its treatment of Judah. 
Read the complete passage 

Obadiah 21 
“and the kingdom shall be the LORD’S.” 

Selected KJV text. The prophecy’s final horizon is God’s sovereign rule. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Genesis 25–36 supplies Jacob-and-Esau background. Jeremiah 49:7–22 contains close parallels concerning Edom; 
Ezekiel 35 and Psalm 137:7 also address Edom’s hostility. These links do not prove a single composition date. 

Application 
Have you benefited from someone else's distress? Refuse to celebrate another person's downfall. Use security and 
influence to protect vulnerable neighbors, and examine pride that prevents repentance. 
Reading focus  Obadiah 1–21 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Obadiah%2015&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Obadiah%2021&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  Minor Prophets 

Jonah 
Author 
Anonymous. The story concerns Jonah son of Amittai, also mentioned in 2 Kings 14:25; the narrative does not 
identify Jonah as its writer. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The narrator is unidentified. Jonah son of Amittai, the central prophet, came from Gath-hepher and ministered 
during Jeroboam II’s reign (2 Kings 14:25). The book portrays his resistance to a mission to Nineveh and his struggle 
to welcome God’s mercy toward its people (Jonah 1–4). 

Relationship to Christ 
Jonah preceded Jesus. Jesus uses Jonah’s experience as a sign connected with his death and resurrection and recalls 
Nineveh’s repentance (Matthew 12:39–41). The connection is explicit, though no personal encounter between Jonah 
and Jesus is recorded. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown for both narrator and prophet: Scripture gives no account of Jonah’s final death. He was rescued through 
the great fish; the story does not describe his permanent death. 

Date of Writing 
The prophet is associated with the eighth century BC in 2 Kings 14:25. Traditional dating connects the book with his 
lifetime; many scholars place the literary narrative later, often in the fifth–fourth centuries BC. [C32] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Israel or Judah is possible for an earlier tradition; postexilic Judah is commonly proposed under later 
dating. Nineveh is the mission setting, not a confirmed writing location. 

Historical Context 
A reluctant prophet resists God’s mercy toward Nineveh. The story confronts hostility toward outsiders; its narrated 
Assyrian setting must be distinguished from any later setting in which it was written or collected. 

Cultural Context 
Prophetic commissioning, seafaring, fasting, mourning, and repentance shape the narrative. Satire, irony, and 
exaggerated contrasts invite attention to the prophet’s attitude as well as the city’s response. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Nineveh was a major Assyrian city; Assyria became infamous for imperial conquest and harsh military power. The 
narrative’s presentation of repentant Ninevites challenges readers accustomed to viewing that people only as enemies. 

Summary 
Jonah receives a command to preach to Nineveh but travels in the opposite direction (1). A storm exposes the 
consequences of his flight, and the sailors’ response contrasts with the prophet’s resistance. Jonah is thrown into the 
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sea and preserved through a great fish. His prayer gives thanks for rescue and acknowledges dependence on the Lord 
(2), but the rest of the story tests whether receiving mercy has enlarged his willingness to offer it to others. 
A renewed commission takes Jonah to Nineveh (3). The people respond to his warning with fasting and repentance, 
and God relents from the announced disaster. Their response is surprisingly ready, while the prophet who carried the 
message remains dissatisfied with the outcome. 
Jonah’s anger reveals that he had feared God’s compassion from the beginning (4). He would rather see the city 
destroyed than rescued. The growth and loss of a plant bring his priorities into focus: he grieves the loss of personal 
comfort while resenting concern for a large population. God’s final question leaves Jonah’s answer unrecorded and 
places the reader within the challenge. 
The narrative is therefore about more than disobedience followed by a successful mission. It examines the refusal to 
welcome God’s mercy when it reaches people regarded as enemies. Outsiders repeatedly respond more appropriately 
than the prophet expects. Jonah’s rescue demonstrates grace received; Nineveh’s rescue asks whether that same grace 
can be accepted when given to others. 

Key Themes 
God's mercy beyond Israel; repentance; resistance to God's call; compassion for enemies. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The storm and fish demonstrate God's power to confront and rescue (1–2). The plant exposes Jonah's 
disproportionate concern (4). Jesus refers to Jonah as a sign when speaking of His own death and resurrection 
(Matthew 12:39–41). 

Key Verses 

Jonah 2:9 
“Salvation is of the LORD.” 

Selected KJV text. Jonah recognizes God as the source of deliverance. 
Read the complete passage 

Jonah 4:2 
“thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness” 

Selected KJV text. Jonah’s protest exposes his resistance to the very mercy he has received. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
2 Kings 14:25 identifies Jonah’s ministry under Jeroboam II. Nahum later announces Nineveh’s judgment. Matthew 
12:39–41 and Luke 11:29–32 explicitly compare Jonah’s story with Jesus’ ministry. 

Application 
Whom do you find difficult to see as a recipient of God's mercy? Pray for someone outside your circle. Notice when 
your concern for personal comfort exceeds concern for other people's lives. 
Reading focus  Jonah 1–4 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah%202%3A9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah%204%3A2&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  Minor Prophets 

Micah 
Author 
Associated with Micah of Moresheth (1:1), who addresses both Samaria and Jerusalem. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Micah came from Moresheth and prophesied during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. He confronted 
injustice in both Samaria and Jerusalem. Jeremiah later recalls that Micah’s warning helped provoke a faithful 
response under Hezekiah (Micah 1:1; Jeremiah 26:18–19). 

Relationship to Christ 
Micah lived before Jesus. Matthew 2:5–6 uses Micah 5:2 in identifying Bethlehem as the Messiah’s birthplace. His 
promise of a ruler and call to justice belong to the scriptural witness Christians connect with Christ. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: Scripture does not record Micah’s death or its cause. 

Date of Writing 
His ministry belongs to the late eighth century BC, roughly 735–700, under Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. The extent 
and timing of later collection are uncertain. [C33] 

Place of Writing 
Judah is the ministry setting; Micah came from Moresheth and addressed both Samaria and Jerusalem. The final place 
of writing is not identified. 

Historical Context 
Assyrian expansion threatens Israel and Judah. Micah condemns land seizure, corrupt rulers, and religious leaders 
who assure security while injustice spreads; judgment is paired with hope for restoration. 

Cultural Context 
Rural landholding, debt, family inheritance, royal policy, and temple confidence shape the message. The prophet 
exposes the damage done when powerful people take the livelihood of ordinary households. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Assyria conquered Samaria in 722/721 BC and invaded Judah in 701 BC. Regional populations experienced tribute, 
siege, and displacement; the prophet’s words address people living within that imperial pressure. 

Summary 
Micah opens with judgment against Samaria and Jerusalem, placing both kingdoms under God’s scrutiny (1). The 
following accusations identify the seizure of land, abuse of power, corrupt leadership, and prophetic assurances sold 
to those able to pay (2–3). These practices threaten the livelihood of households and reveal that the community’s 
outward religious identity has become detached from justice. 
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Hope emerges through visions of the Lord’s instruction going out from Zion and nations exchanging warfare for 
peace (4). The promise of a ruler associated with Bethlehem places future leadership within God’s purpose rather than 
existing centers of prestige (5). Restoration includes protection and purification, not merely the recovery of political 
strength. Matthew 2 draws on the Bethlehem promise in explaining Jesus’ birthplace. 
Chapter 6 presents a covenant dispute. God recalls his faithfulness, while the people’s response is directed away from 
escalating religious offerings toward justice, covenant kindness, and humble walking with God. The accusation then 
returns to dishonest commerce and violence, showing that the celebrated requirement of 6:8 has concrete economic 
and communal implications. 
The closing chapter voices grief over social breakdown but turns toward confidence in God’s saving action (7). The 
final praise celebrates forgiveness and faithfulness to the promises associated with Abraham and Jacob. Micah moves 
between exposure and hope: the Lord confronts practices that destroy community, yet remains committed to a 
restored people whose life is shaped by mercy, justice, and trust. 

Key Themes 
Justice and exploitation; accountable leadership; future peace; faithful remnant; God's mercy. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Swords turned into agricultural tools picture peace (4:3). The shepherd-ruler describes protective leadership (5:2–4). 
Sins cast into the sea depict thorough forgiveness (7:19), rather than a literal disposal process. 

Key Verses 

Micah 6:8 
“to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God” 

Selected KJV text. God’s covenant summons includes justice, mercy, and humility. 
Read the complete passage 

Micah 7:18 
“Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity” 

Selected KJV text. The conclusion celebrates God’s forgiving compassion. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Isaiah speaks in a related eighth-century setting; 2 Kings 15–20 supplies royal history. Jeremiah 26:18–19 recalls 
Micah’s warning; Matthew 2:5–6 applies the Bethlehem promise to Christ. 

Application 
How can you practice justice in a decision involving money or power? Choose an act of mercy and listen humbly to 
correction. Read 6:8 alongside the specific wrongs Micah confronts. 
Reading focus  Micah 2–6; 7:18–20 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah%206%3A8&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah%207%3A18&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  Minor Prophets 

Nahum 
Author 
Associated with Nahum the Elkoshite (1:1). Little else is known about his life. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Nahum is called the Elkoshite, but the location of Elkosh is uncertain. His prophecy announces judgment on 
Nineveh and the collapse of Assyria’s violent power. Beyond this title and message, his personal life is not recorded 
(Nahum 1:1). 

Relationship to Christ 
Nahum preceded Jesus, and little is known about his life. His proclamation of divine justice belongs to the prophetic 
background of Christian judgment and hope; no personal relationship with the incarnate Christ is recorded. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: the biblical text does not describe Nahum’s death. 

Date of Writing 
Usually placed between the fall of Egyptian Thebes in 663 BC, recalled in Nahum 3:8–10, and Nineveh’s fall in 612 
BC. The exact year of writing is unknown. [C34] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Judah is commonly proposed; the location of Nahum’s hometown, Elkosh, is uncertain. Nineveh is the 
target of prophecy rather than an established writing site. 

Historical Context 
The book announces the overthrow of Nineveh, capital of an oppressive empire. It offers relief to people subjected to 
Assyrian power and exposes the fragility of imperial self-confidence. 

Cultural Context 
Siege imagery, royal pride, tribute, commerce, and the humiliation of defeated cities shape the poetry. Its forceful 
images must be read within prophetic rhetoric about violent imperial oppression. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Assyria had conquered widely, including Thebes in Egypt. By the late seventh century, Babylonian and Median forces 
challenged it; Nineveh fell in 612 BC, a major turning point in regional power. 

Summary 
Nahum addresses Nineveh as the center of a powerful and violent empire. The opening portrays the Lord as patient 
but unwilling to leave wrongdoing permanently unanswered, and as a refuge for those who trust him (1). Divine 
authority therefore offers comfort to the oppressed while threatening those who presume that military power 
removes accountability. 
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Chapter 2 pictures the city’s overthrow through vivid scenes of invasion, breached defenses, panic, and plunder. The 
imagery turns the experience of conquered peoples back upon the conqueror. Nineveh’s accumulated wealth and 
intimidating reputation cannot preserve it when the imperial system itself becomes the object of judgment. 
The final chapter exposes the bloodshed, deception, exploitation, and arrogance underlying the city’s greatness (3). 
The reminder of Thebes’ earlier fall warns against assuming that impressive defenses guarantee permanence. 
Nineveh’s approaching end is presented as a cause of relief to peoples who have endured its harm, rather than as a 
tragedy they are eager to prevent. 
Nahum’s forceful language belongs to prophetic poetry responding to imperial brutality. Its images should not be 
used to justify personal cruelty or indiscriminate hostility toward a modern people. The book’s central claim is that 
oppressive power is neither ultimate nor invisible to God. Where Jonah highlights Nineveh’s opportunity for mercy, 
Nahum declares the accountability of a city whose violence will not continue without limit. 

Key Themes 
Judgment on violent empire; God's justice; refuge for the afflicted (1:7); the limits of political power. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Storm and earthquake imagery conveys God's overwhelming power (1:3–6). A lion's den portrays Assyria's predatory 
strength and accumulated plunder (2:11–13). The emptied city exposes the collapse of apparent security (3). 

Key Verses 

Nahum 1:3 
“The LORD is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked” 

Selected KJV text. Divine patience does not erase accountability. 
Read the complete passage 

Nahum 1:7 
“The LORD is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him.” 

Selected KJV text. God’s judgment on oppression accompanies refuge for those who trust Him. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Jonah portrays an earlier call for Nineveh’s repentance; 2 Kings 18–19 records Assyrian pressure on Judah. Isaiah 10 
also condemns Assyrian arrogance. Revelation 18 offers a later thematic parallel of imperial collapse. 

Application 
Where do you overlook harm because its perpetrators seem powerful? Support those affected by oppression. Let hope 
in God's justice restrain personal vengeance rather than justify cruelty. 
Reading focus  Nahum 1–3 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nahum%201%3A3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nahum%201%3A7&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  Minor Prophets 

Habakkuk 
Author 
Associated with the prophet Habakkuk (1:1). His dialogue and closing prayer form the book. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Habakkuk is identified as a prophet who questions God about injustice and the rise of Babylon. His book preserves a 
dialogue and a concluding prayer with musical directions. It gives no parentage or confirmed occupation beyond his 
prophetic role (Habakkuk 1:1; 2:1; 3:1, 19). 

Relationship to Christ 
Habakkuk lived before Jesus. His statement about living by faith is used in Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11, and 
Hebrews 10:37–38. These links make his prophetic witness important to Christian teaching about trust and 
endurance. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: Scripture does not narrate Habakkuk’s death. Later stories about his life do not establish a reliable cause. 

Date of Writing 
Usually dated to the late seventh or early sixth century BC, around the rise of Babylon and before or near Jerusalem’s 
fall. The book does not identify a king or establish an exact year. [C35] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Judah is the likely setting of the prophet’s concerns; Jerusalem is possible but not stated as a writing 
location. 

Historical Context 
The prophet questions violence and injustice, then wrestles with God’s use of the Babylonians as an instrument of 
judgment. His dialogue moves toward trust when neither national security nor material abundance can be assumed. 

Cultural Context 
Prophetic complaint, watchman imagery, public wrongdoing, and liturgical prayer shape the book. Chapter 3’s 
musical directions suggest a worship setting for its expression of faith. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Babylon’s military rise followed Assyria’s decline and the defeat of Egypt at Carchemish in 605 BC. Its campaigns and 
tribute demands threatened Judah and other small states. 

Summary 
Habakkuk begins with a complaint rather than an address to the people: the prophet asks why God permits violence, 
injustice, and the failure of law within his community (1:1–4). God’s answer announces the rise of the Babylonians 
(1:5–11). This response deepens the problem for Habakkuk, because the proposed instrument of judgment appears 
even more ruthless than the wrongdoing already before him. 
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The prophet asks how a holy God can use such oppressive power and takes his place to await an answer (1:12–2:1). 
The reply calls for patient trust in a vision that has its appointed fulfillment. The righteous person must live by 
faithfulness rather than the pride that characterizes the oppressor. A series of woes then condemns plunder, dishonest 
gain, violence, humiliation of others, and idolatry (2). Babylon’s role in judgment does not exempt Babylon from 
judgment. 
The final chapter becomes a prayer recalling God’s mighty action and asking for mercy amid wrath (3). Remembered 
deliverance does not remove the prospect of devastation, but it reshapes the prophet’s response. He concludes that 
even the failure of crops and livestock need not destroy rejoicing in God. 
Habakkuk models sustained conversation with God when an initial answer creates further questions. Faith is not 
portrayed as the refusal to notice injustice. It is the movement from honest protest toward trust in God’s character 
and timing, even when material security disappears and the full explanation remains beyond the prophet’s reach. 

Key Themes 
Honest questioning; God's justice and timing; faithful endurance (2:4); judgment on exploitation; trust amid 
deprivation. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The watchtower portrays patient attention to God's answer (2:1). Five woes expose the instability of wealth built by 
oppression (2:6–20). Empty fields and stalls embody real material loss within a confession of faith (3:17–19). 

Key Verses 

Habakkuk 2:4 
“but the just shall live by his faith.” 

Selected KJV text. Faithful endurance is called for while God’s justice unfolds. 
Read the complete passage 

Habakkuk 3:18 
“Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.” 

Selected KJV text. The closing prayer expresses trust even amid material deprivation. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Jeremiah addresses Babylonian judgment in the same broad era. Psalm 73 parallels questions about injustice. Romans 
1:17, Galatians 3:11, and Hebrews 10:37–38 develop Habakkuk 2:3–4. 

Application 
What injustice needs to be brought honestly before God? How can you remain faithful while answers are incomplete? 
Anchor prayer in God's character without pretending hardship is painless. 
Reading focus  Habakkuk 1–3 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Habakkuk%202%3A4&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Habakkuk%203%3A18&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  Minor Prophets 

Zephaniah 
Author 
Associated with Zephaniah, whose genealogy and ministry under King Josiah appear in 1:1. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Zephaniah ministered in Judah under King Josiah. His genealogy extends four generations to a Hezekiah, whose 
identification with the king is possible but not certain. He condemned complacency and corruption while 
announcing hope for a humble, restored people (Zephaniah 1:1; 3). 

Relationship to Christ 
Zephaniah preceded Christ. His hope for a purified people and God’s saving presence contributes to the prophetic 
setting of Christian hope; Scripture does not record a personal encounter with Jesus. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: Scripture provides no account of Zephaniah’s death or its circumstances. 

Date of Writing 
During Josiah’s reign, 640–609 BC. Many place the ministry before the major reform associated with 622 BC, though 
its precise relationship to that reform and later editing is debated. [C36] 

Place of Writing 
Judah or Jerusalem is likely because the prophecy addresses the city and its leaders. The book identifies its reign setting 
but not an exact writing place. 

Historical Context 
The prophet warns Judah against mixed worship, complacency, and injustice while announcing judgment on nations 
and hope for a humble remnant. The setting is the late monarchy before Babylon’s conquest. 

Cultural Context 
Royal officials, merchants, priesthood, local worship, and social complacency are prominent. Ritual activity cannot 
substitute for a community marked by humility and trust in God. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Assyria was weakening, while regional rivals sought advantage. Philistia, Moab, Ammon, Cush, and Assyria appear in 
the book; Nineveh’s coming desolation reflects the instability of imperial dominance. 

Summary 
Zephaniah announces the day of the Lord as a searching judgment that will expose Judah’s idolatry, mixed allegiance, 
complacency, and misuse of power (1). Those who assume that God will neither help nor judge are challenged by the 
immediacy of accountability. Wealth and social position cannot provide a dependable shelter when the community’s 
conduct is brought into question. 
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The people are urged to seek the Lord with righteousness and humility, while judgment extends to surrounding 
nations (2). Philistia, Moab, Ammon, Cush, and Assyria enter the prophetic horizon. Their inclusion demonstrates 
that divine authority is not limited to Judah’s territory and that pride and cruelty among other peoples are also visible 
to God. 
The message returns to Jerusalem and condemns leaders who have corrupted justice and sacred responsibilities (3:1–
8). The city’s failure is especially serious because it has refused instruction despite opportunities to learn. The final 
movement nevertheless envisions purified worship, a humble remnant, the gathering of scattered people, and the 
removal of shame (3:9–20). 
The closing picture of God rejoicing over a restored people transforms the tone without denying the earlier 
accusations. Restoration involves changed allegiance and a truthful, humble community, not simply relief from 
danger. Zephaniah connects judgment with purification and hope, calling readers to take complacency seriously while 
recognizing that God’s purpose includes renewed relationship and joy. 

Key Themes 
The day of the Lord; complacency and judgment; humility; purification; God's restoring love. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Darkness and alarm portray judgment's severity (1:14–16). Purified speech depicts renewed worship among peoples 
(3:9). God's rejoicing over His people communicates restored relationship and affection (3:17). 

Key Verses 

Zephaniah 2:3 
“Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth” 

Selected KJV text. Humility and righteousness are the fitting response to warning. 
Read the complete passage 

Zephaniah 3:17 
“The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save” 

Selected KJV text. God’s restored presence brings rescue and joyful relationship. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
2 Kings 22–23 recounts Josiah’s reign and reform. Jeremiah’s early ministry overlaps the wider period. Joel and Amos 
offer related day-of-the-Lord imagery, while Isaiah also develops remnant hope. 

Application 
Where has comfort made you indifferent to wrongdoing? Seek humility through repentance and service. How might 
God's restoring love encourage someone who feels ashamed or excluded? 
Reading focus  Zephaniah 1–3 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zephaniah%202%3A3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zephaniah%203%3A17&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  Minor Prophets 

Haggai 
Author 
Associated with the prophet Haggai. Dated messages place his ministry in the second year of Darius, 520 BC (1:1). 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Haggai prophesied to the returned exiles in 520 BC, urging them to rebuild the temple. He addressed Zerubbabel, 
Joshua the high priest, and the community, working alongside Zechariah during the restoration (Haggai 1:1; Ezra 
5:1–2). His earlier life is not described. 

Relationship to Christ 
Haggai lived before Jesus and encouraged the restored covenant community. His temple-centered message 
contributes to the background of Christian reflection on God’s presence; Hebrews 12:26–27 reuses Haggai’s 
language of divine shaking. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: Scripture does not record Haggai’s death, age at death, or cause. 

Date of Writing 
The dated messages fall in 520 BC, the second year of Persian king Darius I. The book was likely collected near that 
ministry, though its final editorial date is not explicitly stated. [C37] 

Place of Writing 
Jerusalem is the stated ministry setting and a likely place for preservation of the messages. The exact site of final 
composition is not given. 

Historical Context 
Returned exiles have delayed rebuilding the temple while attending to their own homes. Haggai calls governor 
Zerubbabel, priest Joshua, and the people to renewed work despite discouragement and limited resources. 

Cultural Context 
Temple worship, agricultural hardship, communal labor, priestly instruction, and comparisons with the former 
temple shape the message. Restoring worship also requires reconsidering communal priorities. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Darius I ruled the Persian Empire after a contested accession and regional revolts. Judah remained a small imperial 
province whose rebuilding depended on life under Persian authority. 

Summary 
Haggai addresses a returned community that has allowed rebuilding the temple to remain unfinished while pursuing 
its own houses and daily concerns (1). The prophet links their frustration with a need to reconsider priorities. The 
message is not a general rejection of ordinary household responsibilities; it confronts a specific community’s neglect of 
the worshiping life it had returned to restore. 
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Zerubbabel, Joshua the high priest, and the people respond by resuming work. God’s assurance of his presence gives 
the project a foundation deeper than available resources. When some compare the modest rebuilding with the former 
temple’s glory, Haggai calls them to continue courageously and announces a larger future for God’s purposes (2:1–9). 
A further message uses priestly questions about holiness and uncleanness to show that proximity to sacred activity 
does not automatically sanctify a compromised life (2:10–19). The people need faithful response, not confidence in 
the building project alone. The final oracle portrays Zerubbabel as a signet, connecting the restored community with 
continuing royal hope under God’s authority (2:20–23). 
Haggai’s brief, dated messages show encouragement and correction working together. The people are called to act 
despite discouragement, to examine the relationship between worship and conduct, and to trust God beyond 
appearances. Rebuilding is a practical task, but its significance rests in renewing a community’s attention to the Lord 
who promises to be present among them. 

Key Themes 
Priorities and worship; communal obedience; God's presence; encouragement in small beginnings; future hope. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Paneled homes beside a ruined temple expose misplaced priorities (1:4). Shaking heavens and earth portrays divine 
intervention (2:6–9). Zerubbabel as a signet ring suggests restored royal significance and God's chosen purpose (2:23). 

Key Verses 

Haggai 1:7 
“Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways.” 

Selected KJV text. The community is called to examine its priorities. 
Read the complete passage 

Haggai 2:4 
“for I am with you, saith the LORD of hosts” 

Selected KJV text. God’s presence encourages the people to continue rebuilding. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Ezra 5–6 describes the rebuilding prompted by Haggai and Zechariah. Zechariah 1–8 is a contemporary companion. 
Hebrews 12:26–27 quotes Haggai 2:6 in teaching about God’s enduring kingdom. 

Application 
What do your time and spending reveal about your priorities? Contribute to shared work even when results seem 
modest. These messages should not be used to promise wealth in exchange for giving. 
Reading focus  Haggai 1–2 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Haggai%201%3A7&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Haggai%202%3A4&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  Minor Prophets 

Zechariah 
Author 
Associated with Zechariah son of Berechiah (1:1). The relationship of chapters 9–14 to the earlier material is debated. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Zechariah was the son of Berechiah and grandson of Iddo. He ministered among the returned exiles alongside Haggai, 
encouraging repentance and temple rebuilding (Zechariah 1:1; Ezra 5:1–2). His messages combine visions, covenant 
instruction, and future hope. The final composition of the book is debated. 

Relationship to Christ 
Zechariah preceded Jesus. Matthew 21:4–5 uses Zechariah 9:9 for Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem; Matthew 26:31 quotes 
13:7. These explicit connections distinguish canonical witness from a personal relationship with the incarnate Christ. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: the prophetic author’s death is not recorded. Zechariah son of Jehoiada, killed in 2 Chronicles 24:20–22, 
is a different person; that death should not be assigned to this author. 

Date of Writing 
Chapters 1–8 contain messages dated about 520–518 BC. Traditional attribution extends Zechariah’s authorship to 
the whole book; many scholars regard chapters 9–14 as later material, with their dates debated. [C38] 

Place of Writing 
Jerusalem or Judah is likely for the early ministry. The locations and dates of later portions, if separately composed, 
cannot be securely identified. 

Historical Context 
Early chapters encourage a returned community rebuilding the temple. Later chapters address kingship, conflict, 
cleansing, shepherds, and the Lord’s final rule, expanding the horizons beyond the immediate rebuilding project. 

Cultural Context 
Priestly leadership, visions, temple reconstruction, fasting, and symbolic acts shape the book. Its varied imagery calls 
for attention to each passage’s genre and historical horizon. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Persian rule frames the dated early chapters. Under proposed later dating for chapters 9–14, the rise of Greek power 
and regional warfare may be relevant; those proposals should not be treated as settled for every oracle. 

Summary 
Zechariah begins by calling the returned community to learn from earlier generations and return to the Lord (1:1–6). 
A series of night visions follows, presenting judgment on oppressive powers, cleansing, protection, and renewed hope 
for Jerusalem (1:7–6:15). Joshua the high priest’s cleansing and the encouragement to Zerubbabel place restoration 



Zechariah  

126                                                                                                         www.heartmattermiistries.org 

under God’s gracious action rather than human strength alone. Symbolic imagery gives the rebuilding community a 
horizon larger than its immediate difficulties. 
Questions about continuing fasts introduce teaching on the difference between religious observance and genuine 
faithfulness (7–8). The people are reminded to practice justice, mercy, and protection of the vulnerable. Promises of 
renewed communal life do not dispense with these obligations; they portray the kind of people restoration is meant to 
produce. 
Chapters 9–14 broaden the imagery through a coming king, troubled shepherding, betrayal, cleansing, conflict, and 
the Lord’s final rule. The humble king entering Jerusalem and the struck shepherd become important in the Gospel 
accounts of Jesus. The later visions also portray worship and holiness extending beyond their familiar boundaries. 
The book’s varied sections should be read with attention to the composition questions described elsewhere in this 
guide. Its central movement joins repentance with hope: God cleanses and gathers his people, confronts destructive 
rule, and establishes his presence. The visions encourage persevering work while preventing the community from 
reducing God’s purpose to the completion of one building or the fortunes of one generation. 

Key Themes 
Return to God; cleansing and renewed worship; justice; God's Spirit (4:6); coming kingship. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Joshua's clean garments portray removal of guilt (3). The lampstand and olive trees emphasize God's provision for His 
work (4). The humble king rides a donkey (9:9), imagery used in the Gospel accounts of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem. 

Key Verses 

Zechariah 4:6 
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.” 

Selected KJV text. The rebuilding depends ultimately on God’s enabling Spirit. 
Read the complete passage 

Zechariah 9:9 
“behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation” 

Selected KJV text. The promised king arrives in humility; the Gospels connect this with Jesus. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Ezra 5–6 and Haggai describe the same early rebuilding effort. Matthew 21:4–5 and 26:31 apply specific passages to 
Jesus. Revelation draws on Zechariah’s lampstand, horse, and heavenly-vision imagery. 

Application 
Where do you rely on status or resources instead of God's Spirit? Replace empty religious routine with mercy and 
truthful dealings. Compare visions with their explanations before proposing modern identifications. 
Reading focus  Zechariah 3–4; 7–9; 12–14 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah%204%3A6&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah%209%3A9&version=KJV
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Old Testament  /  Minor Prophets 

Malachi 
Author 
Attributed to Malachi (1:1). The Hebrew name means my messenger; whether it functions as a personal name or title 
is debated. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Malachi addresses a community worshiping at a restored temple, confronting corrupt priestly service, broken 
faithfulness, and doubts about justice. The book supplies no parentage or personal narrative. Since the name means 
my messenger, it may be a personal name or a title (Malachi 1:1; 2–3). 

Relationship to Christ 
Malachi lived before Jesus; whether the name identifies a person or means “my messenger” is debated. Mark 1:2 and 
Matthew 11:10 use Malachi 3:1 in relation to John the Baptist, who prepares the way for Jesus. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: neither the author’s personal identity beyond the title nor the circumstances of his death are securely 
established. 

Date of Writing 
Usually placed in the fifth century BC, often around 450–430, after the second temple was built in 515 BC. No king 
or dated event establishes a precise year. [C39] 

Place of Writing 
Judah, probably in relation to Jerusalem’s temple community, is the likely setting. The book does not explicitly name 
its writing location. 

Historical Context 
The restored community has become disillusioned and negligent in worship and conduct. Malachi confronts priests 
and people over offerings, fidelity, justice, and the expectation of the Lord’s coming. 

Cultural Context 
Temple sacrifices, tithes, priestly teaching, marriage covenants, and communal obligations structure the disputes. The 
dialogue format exposes objections and calls the community back to covenant faithfulness. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Judah lived under Persian provincial government; Malachi 1:8 refers to a governor. The community’s spiritual 
disappointment unfolded within imperial dependence rather than restored national monarchy. 

Summary 
Malachi opens with a community questioning God’s love and follows with a series of disputes that expose the 
distance between covenant identity and actual conduct (1). Priests bring unacceptable offerings and treat sacred 
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service carelessly. Their failures also affect the people they are meant to instruct (2). The problem is not merely 
imperfect ceremony, but a loss of reverence and faithful responsibility. 
The accusations extend to broken relationships, injustice, and doubts about whether God distinguishes right from 
wrong (2–3). The promise of a messenger and the Lord’s coming answers those doubts with an image of purification: 
divine intervention will test the very community asking for it. The call to return includes honoring communal 
obligations and confronting practices that exploit vulnerable people. 
Some hearers dismiss service to God as unprofitable because arrogant wrongdoers appear to prosper. A contrasting 
group remembers and honors the Lord, and the closing promises anticipate a day when that distinction will be made 
clear (3:13–4:3). The book ends by recalling Moses’ instruction and anticipating an Elijah-like turning of hearts 
before the day of the Lord (4:4–6). 
Malachi challenges worship reduced to convenience and obedience measured only by immediate rewards. The 
community is called to trust God’s love and justice while taking its own failures seriously. In the New Testament, the 
messenger promises help explain John the Baptist’s preparation for Jesus, connecting this final prophetic book in the 
Protestant order with the opening Gospel witness. 

Key Themes 
God's covenant love; sincere worship; faithfulness in marriage; justice; return to God. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
A refiner's fire and cleansing soap portray purification (3:2–3). The sun of righteousness conveys healing and 
deliverance (4:2). The coming messenger prepares for God's arrival (3:1), connected with John the Baptist in Mark 
1:2–4. 

Key Verses 

Malachi 3:6 
“For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” 

Selected KJV text. God’s covenant faithfulness grounds the call to return. 
Read the complete passage 

Malachi 4:2 
“But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings” 

Selected KJV text. The coming day includes healing and deliverance for those who honor God. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Ezra–Nehemiah addresses related postexilic reforms. Mark 1:2 and Matthew 11:10 use the messenger promise; Luke 
1:16–17 connects John’s mission with the Elijah expectation of Malachi 4:5–6. 

Application 
Where are you offering God what costs you little? Practice fidelity and fair dealing. Read tithing instructions within 
Israel's temple setting and consider generous stewardship without treating giving as a wealth formula. 
Reading focus  Malachi 1–4 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi%203%3A6&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi%204%3A2&version=KJV
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New Testament  /  Gospels 

Matthew 
Author 
The Gospel is internally anonymous. Early Christian tradition attributes it to Matthew, the apostle and tax collector. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Matthew, the traditional author, was a tax collector whom Jesus called into discipleship and one of the Twelve 
(Matthew 9:9; 10:2–4). Mark and Luke call a tax collector Levi in the corresponding call story; Christian tradition 
identifies him with Matthew (Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27). 

Relationship to Christ 
Traditionally Matthew the tax collector was called by Jesus and became one of the Twelve (Matthew 9:9; 10:3). The 
Gospel does not name its writer internally; if another author shaped its final form, that person’s direct contact with 
Jesus is unknown. 

How the Author Died 
Later traditions describe Matthew as a martyr, but accounts disagree about location and method [H5]. Scripture does 
not record his death, so a specific manner cannot be stated confidently. 

Date of Writing 
Traditional proposals often place it in the AD 50s–60s. Many scholars date the final Gospel around AD 80–90, after 
Mark and Jerusalem’s destruction. Its precise date depends on disputed questions of authorship and Gospel 
relationships. [C40] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Antioch in Syria is a widely discussed proposal, especially for a community with Jewish and Gentile 
members. The narrative’s Palestinian setting does not establish where Matthew was written. 

Historical Context 
Jesus’ ministry occurs under Roman rule, while the Gospel addresses disciples learning to understand him as Israel’s 
Messiah. Under a post-70 dating, Jerusalem’s destruction and debates about communal identity form part of the 
readers’ background. 

Cultural Context 
Torah interpretation, synagogues, household life, purity discussions, and messianic expectations shape the narrative. 
Avoid treating disputes involving particular leaders as condemnation of all Jewish people. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Rome governed through provincial officials and client rulers such as the Herodian family. Greco-Roman cities 
practiced civic cults and honored rulers; imperial taxation and power framed daily life in the eastern Mediterranean. 
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Summary 
Matthew presents Jesus as Israel’s Messiah and the fulfillment of God’s promises. The genealogy, birth narrative, visit 
of the magi, escape to Egypt, and return establish connections with Abraham, David, and Israel’s earlier story (1–2). 
John the Baptist’s preaching, Jesus’ baptism and temptation, and the beginning of his ministry announce the arrival 
of the kingdom of heaven (3–4). 

Jesus’ teaching and actions unfold through alternating narrative and major discourses. The Sermon on the Mount 
describes righteousness that reaches motives, relationships, prayer, and trust (5–7). Healings and the commissioning 
of the disciples show the kingdom’s restoring work (8–10). Conflict and parables address different responses to Jesus, 
while teaching on community life emphasizes humility, correction, forgiveness, and responsibility (11–18). 

As Jesus approaches Jerusalem, questions about possessions, leadership, marriage, and religious authority expose the 
cost of discipleship (19–23). His final major discourse calls for readiness and faithful stewardship while anticipating 
judgment (24–25). The passion narrative recounts betrayal, the final meal, arrest, trial, crucifixion, and burial (26–
27). Jesus’ resurrection leads to the commission to make disciples of all nations, baptizing and teaching them under 
his authority (28). 

Matthew connects recognition of Jesus with learning to follow him. Fulfillment does not mean merely matching 
isolated predictions; the Gospel presents Israel’s story coming to its decisive expression in the Messiah. The 
concluding promise of Jesus’ continuing presence echoes the opening identification of him as Emmanuel. Disciples 
are sent into the wider world with a calling grounded in the risen Lord’s authority and companionship. 

Key Themes 
Jesus the Messiah; the kingdom of heaven; righteousness and discipleship; mercy; fulfillment; mission. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Salt and light portray disciples' public witness (5:13–16). Seeds illustrate responses to the kingdom message (13). 
Building on rock pictures hearing and practicing Jesus' teaching (7:24–27). Immanuel expresses God's presence with 
His people (1:23). 

Key Verses 

Matthew 6:33 
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” 

Selected KJV text. Jesus directs trust and priorities toward the Father’s kingdom. 

Read the complete passage 

Matthew 28:19 
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations” 

Selected KJV text. The risen Christ sends His followers to make disciples among all peoples. 

Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Mark and Luke contain many direct narrative parallels, especially Jesus’ ministry and passion. Genesis and 2 Samuel 
supply Abrahamic and Davidic backgrounds; Isaiah’s promises recur throughout Matthew. Compare Matthew 5–7 
with Luke 6:20–49. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206%3A33&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2028%3A19&version=KJV
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Application 
Which teaching of Jesus needs practical obedience this week? How can mercy reshape your judgment of others? 
Commit to learning and helping others follow Christ. 

Reading focus  Matthew 5–7; 13; 18; 26–28 
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New Testament  /  Gospels 

Mark 
Author 
The Gospel is internally anonymous. Early Christian tradition attributes it to John Mark and connects his account 
with Peter's testimony. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
John Mark, the traditional author, was connected with the Jerusalem church and accompanied Barnabas and Paul. A 
departure from their mission caused disagreement, but Paul later valued his service. Peter also refers to Mark 
affectionately (Acts 12:12; 13:5, 13; 15:36–40; 2 Timothy 4:11; 1 Peter 5:13). 

Relationship to Christ 
Traditionally John Mark worked with Paul, Barnabas, and Peter (Acts 12:12, 25; 1 Peter 5:13). He was a follower of 
Christ, but Scripture does not establish that he was one of the Twelve or an eyewitness throughout Jesus’ ministry. 

How the Author Died 
Later tradition reports that Mark died after being dragged through Alexandria’s streets [H6]. The account is not in 
Scripture, and the early evidence for this manner of death is limited. 

Date of Writing 
Commonly dated around AD 60–70; some place it shortly after AD 70. Traditional proposals connect it with Peter’s 
ministry and death, but no precise year is given in the Gospel. [C41] 

Place of Writing 
Rome is the traditional proposal; Syria and other locations are also discussed. Explanations of Jewish customs suggest 
some readers needed them, but they do not prove one writing city. 

Historical Context 
The Gospel presents Jesus’ ministry, suffering, death, and resurrection to disciples who must understand costly 
faithfulness. Roman power and the crisis surrounding the Jewish revolt form its wider first-century environment. 

Cultural Context 
Oral proclamation, healing accounts, purity disputes, village life, and patronage provide the social setting. The rapid 
narrative and repeated misunderstandings invite readers to learn discipleship through the path of the cross. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Roman armies fought the Jewish revolt beginning in AD 66 and destroyed Jerusalem’s temple in AD 70. Nero’s 
punishment of Christians in Rome after the fire of AD 64 is relevant to some proposed settings, not proof of the 
Gospel’s exact location. 
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Summary 
Mark opens directly with John the Baptist, Jesus’ baptism, and the proclamation that God’s kingdom is near (1). 
Healings, deliverance, teaching, and conflict quickly show Jesus exercising authority. Crowds gather, but enthusiasm 
does not necessarily produce understanding. Religious opponents challenge him, and even his disciples struggle to 
recognize the significance of what they witness (2–8). 

Peter’s confession marks a turning point, followed immediately by Jesus’ announcement of suffering, rejection, death, 
and resurrection (8:27–38). Jesus teaches that following him involves taking up the cross rather than securing status. 
The transfiguration reveals glory, while the journey toward Jerusalem repeatedly exposes the disciples’ ambition and 
limited comprehension (9–10). Jesus identifies service and the giving of his life as central to his mission (10:45). 

In Jerusalem, temple actions and disputes confront established authority, and teaching about coming trials calls for 
watchfulness (11–13). The final meal, Gethsemane, betrayal, abandonment, trial, and crucifixion portray the depth 
of Jesus’ suffering (14–15). A Roman centurion’s confession at the cross contrasts with the failures of those nearer to 
Jesus. 

The tomb is found empty, and the women hear that Jesus has been raised (16:1–8). The earliest surviving manuscripts 
end at 16:8; later manuscript endings, including the longer ending printed in the KJV, continue the account. Mark’s 
movement toward the cross corrects expectations of effortless triumph. The Gospel asks readers to understand Jesus’ 
authority through self-giving service and to follow faithfully even when fear and misunderstanding accompany the 
journey. 

Key Themes 
Jesus' authority; the kingdom of God; misunderstanding and faith; costly discipleship; the suffering Son of Man 
(10:45). 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The wilderness frames preparation and testing (1). Blindness and restored sight illuminate the disciples' difficulty 
understanding Jesus (8; 10). The torn temple curtain accompanies Jesus' death (15:38); interpretations stress changed 
access and judgment. 

Key Verses 

Mark 1:15 
“repent ye, and believe the gospel.” 

Selected KJV text. Jesus’ kingdom announcement calls for a decisive response. 

Read the complete passage 

Mark 10:45 

“For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.” 

Selected KJV text. Jesus’ sacrificial service defines His mission and discipleship. 

Read the complete passage 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201%3A15&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010%3A45&version=KJV
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Parallel Biblical Books 
Matthew and Luke contain extensive narrative parallels. Isaiah 40:3 frames Mark’s opening; Daniel 7 informs the Son 
of Man language. Compare Mark 13 with Matthew 24 and Luke 21. 

Application 
What would following Jesus cost in your present circumstances? Serve someone without seeking recognition. Let the 
disciples' failures encourage teachability rather than spiritual self-confidence. 

Reading focus  Mark 1; 4; 8:27–10:52; 14–16 
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New Testament  /  Gospels 

Luke 
Author 
The Gospel is internally anonymous. Early Christian tradition attributes Luke and Acts to Luke, Paul's companion; 
both address Theophilus (Luke 1:1–4; Acts 1:1). 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Luke, the traditional author, is called the beloved physician and is named among Paul’s coworkers. He remained with 
Paul during a difficult period (Colossians 4:14; Philemon 24; 2 Timothy 4:11). The Gospel’s introduction describes 
careful investigation of testimony, and Acts continues the address to Theophilus. 

Relationship to Christ 
Traditionally Luke was Paul’s coworker and the physician named in Colossians 4:14. Luke 1:1–4 presents the writer 
as an investigator using transmitted eyewitness testimony, rather than explicitly claiming to have accompanied Jesus 
during his earthly ministry. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown with confidence: Scripture does not record Luke’s death. Later traditions differ over whether he died 
naturally or as a martyr, and over his age and place of death [H7]. 

Date of Writing 
Many scholars place the Gospel around AD 80–90. Earlier proposals, often in the AD 60s, connect it with an early 
date for Acts. The prologue states the method and purpose but does not supply a year. [C42] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Antioch, Achaia, and other Mediterranean locations have been proposed. Theophilus’ identity and the 
narrative’s places do not securely locate the author. 

Historical Context 
The story places Jesus within Jewish life and Roman administration, then prepares for the mission in Acts. It 
emphasizes fulfillment, the Spirit, the marginalized, and the extension of salvation to the nations. 

Cultural Context 
Temple worship, household hospitality, meals, wealth and poverty, prayer, and Greek literary conventions shape the 
work. Its concern for outsiders must be read alongside its deep roots in Israel’s Scriptures. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Rome connected Mediterranean regions through roads, sea travel, commerce, and administration. Herodian rulers 
and Roman governors exercised power in the narrated setting; wider Greek-speaking culture helped the Gospel reach 
diverse readers. 
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Summary 
Luke begins with an account of carefully received testimony and then tells of the births of John the Baptist and Jesus 
(1–2). Songs and prophetic words connect these events with Israel’s promises while anticipating salvation reaching 
beyond Israel. John’s ministry, Jesus’ baptism, and the temptation prepare for Jesus’ public work (3–4). His 
announcement in Nazareth introduces a mission associated with good news, release, and restoration (4:16–30). 

The Galilean ministry combines healing, teaching, calling disciples, and encounters that challenge expectations about 
who may receive mercy (4–9). Jesus welcomes people whose poverty, illness, occupation, or reputation places them at 
the margins. Prayer and the Spirit repeatedly accompany decisive moments. 

The extended journey to Jerusalem gives substantial space to discipleship and memorable parables (9:51–19:27). The 
good Samaritan, the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the prodigal son probe neighbor-love and joy over repentance. 
Teaching about wealth, possessions, and hospitality confronts the ways social advantages can narrow compassion. 
Zacchaeus’ response shows salvation changing concrete economic relationships. 

The Jerusalem narrative moves through conflict, the final meal, arrest, crucifixion, and resurrection (19–24). Jesus 
interprets his suffering and glory through Scripture and commissions witness beginning in Jerusalem. The Emmaus 
encounter joins recognition of the risen Christ with the opening of Scripture and shared fellowship. 

Luke presents salvation as God’s faithful action within history, with particular attention to mercy and the inclusion of 
outsiders. Its ending prepares for Acts: the risen Jesus’ work continues through Spirit-empowered witnesses. Readers 
are invited to respond with repentance, prayer, generosity, and a widened understanding of the people God seeks. 

Key Themes 
Salvation for all peoples; the Holy Spirit; prayer; compassion for the poor and excluded; repentance and joy. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Banquets portray welcome and kingdom invitation (14–15). Lost sheep, a coin, and a son illustrate God's joy over 
restoration (15). The road to Emmaus becomes a setting of recognition through Scripture and shared bread (24). 

Key Verses 

Luke 4:18 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor” 

Selected KJV text. Jesus announces the Spirit-empowered mission of good news and release. 

Read the complete passage 

Luke 19:10 
“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

Selected KJV text. Jesus’ welcome of Zacchaeus illustrates His saving purpose. 

Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Acts is Luke’s second volume, not merely a thematic companion. Matthew and Mark parallel many events. Isaiah 61 
supplies Luke 4:16–21; compare Luke 24 with other resurrection accounts while attending to each author’s emphasis. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%204%3A18&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2019%3A10&version=KJV
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Application 
Whom do your social habits leave outside? Practice generous hospitality and prayer. How can repentance include 
restored relationships and changed use of money, as with Zacchaeus? 

Reading focus  Luke 1–2; 4; 10; 15; 19; 22–24 
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New Testament  /  Gospels 

John 
Author 
The Gospel is internally anonymous and connects its testimony with the beloved disciple (21:24). Early Christian 
tradition identifies him with John the apostle. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
John, the traditionally identified author, was a son of Zebedee, brother of James, and fisherman called by Jesus. He 
belonged to the Twelve and witnessed important events in Jesus’ ministry. He later served as a prominent witness in 
Jerusalem (Mark 1:19–20; 3:17; 9:2; Acts 3–4). The literary author’s identification remains debated. 

Relationship to Christ 
Traditionally John the apostle was one of Jesus’ closest disciples. John 21:24 links the testimony to the beloved 
disciple, but the final writer’s identity and relationship to that witness remain debated. A later editor’s personal 
contact with Jesus is unknown. 

How the Author Died 
Christian tradition places John’s death at Ephesus in old age, commonly understood as a natural death [H3]. 
Scripture does not record his death or verify its cause. 

Date of Writing 
The final Gospel is commonly dated around AD 90–100, with earlier traditions behind it. Some propose an earlier 
date or several stages of composition; its exact final year is uncertain. [C43] 

Place of Writing 
Ephesus is the traditional and frequently proposed location. Syria and other places are also discussed; the text does not 
explicitly name the city of composition. 

Historical Context 
The Gospel reflects extended meditation on Jesus’ identity, signs, death, and resurrection. Its readers faced questions 
about belief, belonging, and relations with synagogue communities; reconstructing one precise conflict from the text 
remains debated. 

Cultural Context 
Jewish festivals, temple symbolism, water rituals, shepherd imagery, meals, and witness language organize the 
narrative. Its expression “the Jews” must be interpreted contextually, often referring to particular opponents or 
authorities. 
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Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Roman power framed both Jesus’ trial and later Christian life. Greek-speaking cities contained diverse religions and 
philosophies; belief in Christ’s incarnation and exclusive allegiance distinguished the Gospel’s community within that 
world. 

Summary 
John begins by identifying Jesus as the eternal Word through whom creation came into being and who became flesh 
to reveal the Father (1). This opening gives the Gospel’s signs and conversations their theological frame. Jesus is not 
merely a teacher offering information about God; his person and work make God known. 

Selected signs and encounters develop this claim (2–12). Water turned to wine, healings, the feeding of the multitude, 
the restoration of sight, and the raising of Lazarus reveal life-giving authority while prompting both faith and 
resistance. Conversations with Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman address new birth and true worship. Images of 
bread, light, shepherding, resurrection, and life interpret what Jesus gives and who he is. The narrative also shows that 
witnessing a sign does not automatically produce lasting belief. 

The final meal and farewell teaching prepare the disciples for Jesus’ departure (13–17). Foot washing embodies 
service; the new commandment centers their shared life on love. Jesus promises the Spirit, calls them to abide in him, 
and prays for their faithfulness and unity. His arrest, trial, crucifixion, and burial follow, with the cross presented as 
part of his decisive glorification rather than the accidental defeat of his mission (18–19). 

Resurrection appearances restore and commission the disciples, while Thomas’ confession and the stated purpose 
invite readers into believing life (20). The final chapter addresses Peter’s restoration and discipleship (21). John joins 
belief with abiding, obedience, and love. Its signs are selected so that readers may recognize Jesus as the Christ and Son 
of God and receive life in his name. 

Key Themes 
Jesus' divine identity; belief and eternal life (20:30–31); love; abiding; the Spirit; the Father's revealing work. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Light and darkness portray revelation and resistance (1; 3). Living water expresses God's life-giving gift (4; 7). The 
shepherd portrays Jesus' care (10). The vine and branches depict dependent, fruitful relationship (15). 

Key Verses 

John 1:14 
“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us” 

Selected KJV text. The incarnation reveals God through Jesus’ human life. 

Read the complete passage 

John 20:31 
“But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God” 

Selected KJV text. John explains the signs’ purpose: belief and life in Jesus’ name. 

Read the complete passage 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A14&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020%3A31&version=KJV
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Parallel Biblical Books 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke parallel the passion and resurrection with distinct details. 1–3 John share vocabulary and 
themes. Genesis 1 informs the opening; Exodus provides backgrounds for manna, Passover, and divine presence. 

Application 
What does abiding in Jesus look like in daily practice? Read a sign and explain how it reveals His identity. Express His 
command to love through a specific act of service. 

Reading focus  John 1; 3–4; 10; 13–17; 19–21 
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New Testament  /  History 

Acts 
Author 
Internally anonymous. Early Christian tradition attributes it to Luke, also credited with the Gospel of Luke. The 
work continues the address to Theophilus (1:1). 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Luke, the traditional author, is called the beloved physician and is named among Paul’s coworkers. He remained with 
Paul during a difficult period (Colossians 4:14; Philemon 24; 2 Timothy 4:11). The Gospel’s introduction describes 
careful investigation of testimony, and Acts continues the address to Theophilus. 

Relationship to Christ 
Traditionally Luke was Paul’s coworker. The writer follows eyewitness testimony concerning Jesus and describes his 
ascension and continuing work through the Spirit. The “we” passages suggest participation in some journeys, though 
their precise literary significance is debated. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown with confidence: Scripture does not record Luke’s death. Later traditions differ over whether he died 
naturally or as a martyr, and over his age and place of death [H7]. 

Date of Writing 
Often dated alongside Luke, around AD 80–90. Some argue for the AD 60s because the narrative ends with Paul’s 
first Roman imprisonment; others propose later dates. The narrative ending alone cannot settle composition. [C44] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Rome, Antioch, and other Mediterranean locations are proposed. Paul’s arrival in Rome is the narrative 
destination, not proof that Luke wrote there. 

Historical Context 
The narrative spans the risen Jesus’ commission through the spread of the church from Jerusalem to Rome, roughly 
the AD 30s–early 60s. It explains Gentile inclusion, apostolic witness, and the gospel’s movement across boundaries. 

Cultural Context 
Synagogues, households, public debate, communal meals, legal hearings, and travel networks shape mission. The 
Jerusalem discussion in Acts 15 addresses fellowship across Jewish and Gentile backgrounds. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Roman provincial government, commercial ports, Greek philosophy, Artemis worship in Ephesus, and diverse local 
cults appear directly. Political authorities and religious economies sometimes protected missionaries and sometimes 
opposed them. 
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Summary 
Acts continues Luke’s account with the risen Jesus commissioning his followers to bear witness from Jerusalem 
outward (1). Pentecost brings the promised Spirit, and the Jerusalem community grows through proclamation, 
baptism, shared life, prayer, and generosity (2). Healing, public teaching, opposition, and internal failures show that 
the church’s life requires both courage and accountability (3–7). Stephen’s death becomes a turning point in the 
spread of believers beyond the city. 

The message reaches Samaria, an Ethiopian traveler, Saul, and the household of Cornelius (8–12). These episodes 
repeatedly challenge assumptions about the boundaries of God’s people. Peter’s experience with Cornelius and the 
developing ministry at Antioch make Gentile inclusion a central question, not a minor addition to the mission. 

Paul and his coworkers carry the message across regions of Asia Minor and into Macedonia and Greece (13–20). The 
Jerusalem discussion addresses whether Gentile converts must take on circumcision and the full obligations associated 
with becoming Jewish (15). Mission unfolds through synagogues, households, public debate, commercial centers, and 
encounters with local religious economies. Opposition does not come from only one kind of group, and faithful 
service does not prevent disagreement among coworkers. 

Paul’s arrest, hearings, voyage, and arrival in Rome occupy the final chapters (21–28). Legal restraint limits his 
movements but does not silence the proclamation. Acts ends with him receiving visitors and teaching about Christ, 
leaving the mission open rather than narrating every apostle’s final outcome. 

The book explains the gospel’s expansion as the work of the risen Jesus through the Spirit. Its central trajectory is 
witness across barriers, with the church learning obedience as God repeatedly widens the field of mission. 

Key Themes 
The Holy Spirit; witness across boundaries (1:8); inclusion of Gentiles; prayer and community; perseverance. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Wind and fire accompany Pentecost (2:1–4). Peter's sheet vision addresses purity and his reception of Gentiles (10–
11). Open doors and broken chains illustrate particular acts of deliverance (5; 12; 16), not a promise that believers 
always escape imprisonment. 

Key Verses 

Acts 1:8 
“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you” 

Selected KJV text. The Spirit equips Jesus’ followers for witness across geographic boundaries. 

Read the complete passage 

Acts 2:42 
“And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” 

Selected KJV text. The Jerusalem community joins teaching, shared life, worship, and prayer. 

Read the complete passage 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%201%3A8&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202%3A42&version=KJV
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Parallel Biblical Books 
Luke is the first volume. Galatians 1–2 offers Paul’s account of related early events; the accounts must be compared 
carefully rather than assuming identical purposes. Acts 16–20 supplies settings for Philippians, Thessalonians, and 
Corinthians. 

Application 
What boundary limits your willingness to witness or welcome others? Pray for courage and share resources. 
Distinguish descriptive accounts from commands intended for every church. 

Reading focus  Acts 1–2; 8–11; 15; 17; 27–28 
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New Testament  /  Pauline Letters 

Romans 
Author 
Paul identifies himself as author (1:1). Tertius identifies himself as the scribe who wrote the letter (16:22). 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Paul, also called Saul, was a Jewish Pharisee from Tarsus and a Roman citizen. After persecuting the church, he 
encountered the risen Jesus and became a missionary, church planter, and teacher, especially among Gentiles. His 
ministry involved travel, opposition, and imprisonment (Acts 9; 22; Philippians 3:4–7). 

Relationship to Christ 
Paul encountered the risen Jesus after persecuting the church (Acts 9:1–19) and understood himself as Christ’s 
apostle to the nations. Romans 1:1–6 states his commission; he was not one of the Twelve during Jesus’ earthly 
ministry. 

How the Author Died 
Early Christian tradition reports beheading in Rome under Nero [H1]. The New Testament does not narrate Paul’s 
death. 

Date of Writing 
Usually dated around AD 56–58, before Paul’s planned journey to Jerusalem with the collection. This fits Romans 
15 and the travel framework in Acts 20. [C45] 

Place of Writing 
Probably Corinth or its vicinity in Greece. References to Phoebe of Cenchreae and other associates support this 
proposal; the city is inferred rather than explicitly named as the writing site. 

Historical Context 
Paul writes to Christians he has not yet visited, explaining his gospel and seeking support for a mission to Spain. 
Jewish and Gentile believers must understand salvation, Israel’s place, and shared life in Christ. 

Cultural Context 
House churches, food practices, patronage, ethnicity, and mutual obligations shape the application. Differences over 
food and observance call for welcome and humility rather than contempt. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Nero was emperor during the likely writing period. Rome’s political power, civic religion, social hierarchy, and the 
earlier expulsion of Jews under Claudius form the wider environment of the Roman congregations. 

Summary 
Romans explains the gospel Paul intends to proclaim in partnership with the believers at Rome. The opening 
establishes that God’s saving righteousness is revealed through faith and then describes humanity’s universal need (1–
3). Neither Gentile wrongdoing nor possession of the law allows people to claim moral independence from God. Paul 
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presents justification through Christ as a gift, excluding boasting and making salvation available to Jews and Gentiles 
alike. 
Abraham’s example shows that faith and promise precede the distinctions some might use to restrict belonging (4). 
Peace with God and the comparison of Adam with Christ explain the larger significance of Christ’s saving obedience 
(5). Paul then confronts the idea that grace excuses continuing in sin. Union with Christ, freedom from sin’s mastery, 
the limits of the law, and life in the Spirit develop the meaning of renewed life (6–8). 
Chapters 9–11 address Israel, the promises, human response, and God’s mercy. Paul grieves unbelief, rejects Gentile 
arrogance, and maintains that God has not simply abandoned his people. The argument calls for humility before 
purposes whose full reach exceeds human explanation. 
The final major movement translates the gospel into embodied worship, service, love, civic responsibilities, and 
mutual welcome (12–15). Disagreements about food and observance must not become grounds for contempt. Travel 
plans, the Jerusalem collection, and personal greetings reveal the letter’s missionary and relational setting (15–16). 
Romans joins salvation by grace with transformed communal life: the mercy that removes boasting also teaches 
believers to welcome and serve one another. 

Key Themes 
Sin and grace; justification by faith; union with Christ; life in the Spirit; God's faithfulness; transformed community. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Baptism depicts participation in Christ's death and resurrection (6:3–4). Adoption expresses belonging to God's 
family (8:15–17). The olive tree illustrates Gentile inclusion and warns against arrogance toward Israel (11:17–24). 

Key Verses 

Romans 3:23 
“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” 

Selected KJV text. Every person needs God’s saving grace. 
Read the complete passage 

Romans 5:1 
“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:” 

Selected KJV text. Justification grounds peace with God in Christ. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Galatians parallels justification and Abraham’s faith. Acts 20 describes the broader travel period; Romans 4 interprets 
Genesis 15 and 17. Isaiah and the Psalms recur in Paul’s explanation of Israel, Gentiles, and divine mercy. 

Application 
How does grace change your treatment of people who differ from you? Identify a pattern that needs the renewal of 
your mind. Practice patient acceptance without dismissing conscience or truth. 
Reading focus  Romans 3–8; 11–15 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%203%3A23&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%205%3A1&version=KJV
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New Testament  /  Pauline Letters 

1 Corinthians 
Author 
Paul, with Sosthenes named in the greeting (1:1). 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Paul, also called Saul, was a Jewish Pharisee from Tarsus and a Roman citizen. After persecuting the church, he 
encountered the risen Jesus and became a missionary, church planter, and teacher, especially among Gentiles. His 
ministry involved travel, opposition, and imprisonment (Acts 9; 22; Philippians 3:4–7). 

Relationship to Christ 
Paul became Christ’s apostle through an encounter with the risen Jesus, not through membership among the original 
Twelve. He presents the crucified Christ as the center of his ministry (1 Corinthians 2:1–5) and recalls Christ’s 
appearance to him (15:8–10). 

How the Author Died 
Early Christian tradition reports beheading in Rome under Nero [H1]. The New Testament does not narrate Paul’s 
death. 

Date of Writing 
Usually dated around AD 53–56, during Paul’s extended ministry in Ephesus. Relative chronology is clearer than the 
exact year; 1 Corinthians 16:8 identifies his current stay there. [C46] 

Place of Writing 
Ephesus, explicitly indicated in 1 Corinthians 16:8. Corinth is the recipients’ city, so the destination should not be 
confused with the writing location. 

Historical Context 
News and a congregational letter prompt Paul to address factions, sexual wrongdoing, lawsuits, marriage, worship, 
spiritual gifts, and resurrection. He calls a divided church to live consistently with the gospel he first preached there. 

Cultural Context 
Status competition, public rhetoric, patronage, household gatherings, meals, and unequal access to resources shaped 
congregational life. The Lord’s Supper dispute exposes social division within worship. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Corinth was a prosperous Roman colony and commercial crossroads with multiple cults. Temple meals and markets 
involving sacrificial meat created concrete questions about loyalty, conscience, and fellowship. 

Summary 
First Corinthians addresses a congregation whose conflicts reveal difficulty living according to the gospel. Rival 
groups boast in leaders and prize forms of wisdom and status that obscure the meaning of Christ’s cross (1–4). Paul 
redirects attention from impressive personalities to God’s work through Christ and to the shared identity of the 
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church. Serious sexual wrongdoing and lawsuits among believers then expose failures of discipline and responsibility 
(5–6). 
Responding to questions from the community, Paul discusses marriage, singleness, and faithful living within differing 
circumstances (7). Questions about food offered to idols lead to a wider account of freedom, conscience, and love (8–
10). Knowledge and rights are insufficient guides when their exercise harms another believer or entangles the church 
in rival worship. Paul’s own ministry illustrates the willingness to relinquish advantages for others. 
Instructions concerning gathered worship address honor, participation, inequality at the Lord’s Supper, and spiritual 
gifts (11–14). Gifts are given for the building up of the body; love, rather than spectacle, determines their faithful use. 
The chapter on love belongs within this correction of communal rivalry, not merely as an isolated description of 
affection. 
Chapter 15 establishes Christ’s resurrection as essential to the gospel and the foundation of believers’ future hope. 
The closing instructions connect teaching with generosity, practical plans, and shared ministry (16). The letter 
consistently asks whether the Corinthians’ conduct matches their confession. Christ’s cross and resurrection reshape 
status, freedom, worship, and relationships, calling a fragmented congregation to live as one body. 

Key Themes 
Unity in Christ; the wisdom of the cross; holiness; love and spiritual gifts; resurrection hope. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The church is God's building and temple (3:9–17). One body with many members portrays diverse gifts and mutual 
dependence (12). The seed illustrates continuity and transformation in resurrection (15:35–44). 

Key Verses 

1 Corinthians 13:13 
“And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.” 

Selected KJV text. Love is the measure of how spiritual gifts are used; charity here means love. 
Read the complete passage 

1 Corinthians 15:20 
“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.” 

Selected KJV text. Christ’s resurrection grounds the future resurrection of His people. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Acts 18 describes the church’s founding; 2 Corinthians continues the relationship. Exodus and Numbers underlie 1 
Corinthians 10; the Gospel passion and resurrection accounts parallel the tradition summarized in chapter 15. 

Application 
Does your use of freedom help or harm others? Use a gift to strengthen the church. Compare your conduct with 
love's characteristics in chapter 13 rather than measuring maturity by visibility or power. 
Reading focus  1 Corinthians 1–3; 6; 8–10; 12–15 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2013%3A13&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2015%3A20&version=KJV
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New Testament  /  Pauline Letters 

2 Corinthians 
Author 
Paul, with Timothy named in the greeting (1:1). 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Paul, also called Saul, was a Jewish Pharisee from Tarsus and a Roman citizen. After persecuting the church, he 
encountered the risen Jesus and became a missionary, church planter, and teacher, especially among Gentiles. His 
ministry involved travel, opposition, and imprisonment (Acts 9; 22; Philippians 3:4–7). 

Relationship to Christ 
Paul’s relationship to Christ began with the risen Lord’s call. He interprets his ministry through Christ’s suffering and 
reconciling work (2 Corinthians 4:7–12; 5:18–21), presenting weakness rather than status as a setting for divine 
power. 

How the Author Died 
Early Christian tradition reports beheading in Rome under Nero [H1]. The New Testament does not narrate Paul’s 
death. 

Date of Writing 
Usually dated around AD 55–57, after 1 Corinthians and a painful episode in Paul’s relationship with the church. 
Some scholars consider the present book a collection of more than one letter. [C47] 

Place of Writing 
Macedonia is the usual proposal for much of the correspondence, supported by 2 Corinthians 2:13 and 7:5. If 
multiple letters were combined, not every portion must have originated at one place or time. 

Historical Context 
Paul responds to strained relations, defends his ministry, welcomes reconciliation, and urges completion of the 
collection for Jerusalem. Rival teachers challenge how the Corinthians assess apostolic authority. 

Cultural Context 
Honor, recommendation letters, patronage, public persuasion, generosity, and obligations between communities 
shape the argument. Paul redirects these expectations toward service, integrity, and solidarity. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Roman colonial society rewarded power, eloquence, and visible achievement. Macedonia and Achaia were linked by 
travel and trade; poverty and wealth across those regions affected the collection and Paul’s appeal for mutual help. 
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Summary 
Second Corinthians opens with comfort received amid affliction and explains aspects of Paul’s conduct that have 
strained his relationship with the church (1–2). His desire is not simply to win an argument, but to restore trust 
without minimizing painful wrongdoing. The letter moves between personal explanation and reflection on the 
character of authentic ministry. 

Paul contrasts outward measures of success with service grounded in the gospel (3–7). The new covenant, the treasure 
carried in fragile vessels, and the hope of resurrection explain why suffering and weakness need not invalidate his 
calling. Reconciliation is both the message entrusted to him and the relationship he seeks with the Corinthians. 
Encouragement concerning their response gives this section a warmer pastoral tone. 

Chapters 8–9 urge completion of the collection for believers in Jerusalem. Christ’s generosity, the Macedonians’ 
example, and the principles of willing giving place the appeal within shared responsibility. The aim is neither coercion 
nor public competition, but practical solidarity across communities. 

The final chapters sharply confront rival claims and expose the Corinthians’ attraction to impressive displays of 
authority (10–13). Paul recalls hardships and reluctantly discusses extraordinary experiences, then locates divine 
power in acknowledged weakness rather than self-exaltation. A final examination calls the community toward 
restoration. 

The changes in tone contribute to scholarly discussion of whether the book combines several letters, but its pastoral 
concerns remain closely related. Second Corinthians asks how a church should recognize faithful ministry and 
exercise trust, generosity, and correction. Christ’s reconciling work provides the foundation for relationships marked 
by honesty and grace. 

Key Themes 
Comfort in suffering; reconciliation (5:18–21); integrity in ministry; generous giving; strength in weakness. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Treasure in clay jars depicts divine power through fragile servants (4:7). An earthly tent and heavenly dwelling portray 
mortality and future hope (5). The thorn in the flesh represents an unidentified affliction (12:7–10), not a diagnosis 
readers can establish. 

Key Verses 

2 Corinthians 5:17 
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become 
new.” 

Selected KJV text. Union with Christ brings a new reality within God’s work of reconciliation. 

Read the complete passage 

2 Corinthians 12:9 

“My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” 

Selected KJV text. Christ’s sufficiency sustains Paul amid an affliction that remains. 

Read the complete passage 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%205%3A17&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%2012%3A9&version=KJV


2 Corinthians  

                                                                                www.heartmattermiistries.org                                                                       159 

Parallel Biblical Books 
1 Corinthians supplies the earlier disputes; Acts 19–20 provides travel background. Romans 15:25–27 also discusses 
the collection. Exodus 34 is reinterpreted in 2 Corinthians 3 to discuss covenant and unveiled glory. 

Application 
Where can weakness lead you toward dependence on God? Pursue reconciliation honestly and give willingly within 
your means. Assess ministry by integrity and service rather than impressive claims. 

Reading focus  2 Corinthians 1; 4–5; 8–9; 11–12 
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New Testament  /  Pauline Letters 

Galatians 
Author 
Paul identifies himself as author (1:1). 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Paul, also called Saul, was a Jewish Pharisee from Tarsus and a Roman citizen. After persecuting the church, he 
encountered the risen Jesus and became a missionary, church planter, and teacher, especially among Gentiles. His 
ministry involved travel, opposition, and imprisonment (Acts 9; 22; Philippians 3:4–7). 

Relationship to Christ 
Paul attributes his apostolic call to Christ’s revelation (Galatians 1:11–17). He declares that Christ lives in him (2:20); 
his relationship rests on the risen Lord’s call, not participation among the Twelve during Jesus’ earthly ministry. 

How the Author Died 
Early Christian tradition reports beheading in Rome under Nero [H1]. The New Testament does not narrate Paul’s 
death. 

Date of Writing 
About AD 48–50 under a South Galatian destination, or the mid-50s under a North Galatian destination. Dating 
depends partly on how Galatians 2 relates to the Jerusalem meeting in Acts 15. [C48] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Syrian Antioch is proposed under an earlier dating; Ephesus is a common proposal under a mid-50s 
dating. The addressees’ region does not identify where Paul wrote. 

Historical Context 
Teachers urge Gentile believers toward circumcision and law observance as conditions of belonging. Paul defends his 
gospel, recounts encounters with other leaders, and calls the churches to freedom expressed through love and the 
Spirit. 

Cultural Context 
Circumcision, shared meals, Jewish-Gentile fellowship, household inheritance, and ancient letter conventions shape 
the argument. Paul’s dispute concerns the basis of covenant membership, not permission to neglect ethical 
responsibility. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Galatia included communities within Roman provincial administration and a mixture of local and Greek cultural 
traditions. Local religious calendars and status structures supplied the converts’ former patterns of life. 

Summary 
Galatians opens with urgency because teachers are drawing the churches toward a message Paul regards as a distortion 
of the gospel (1). He defends the divine origin of his calling and recounts his relationship with the Jerusalem leaders 
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and his confrontation with Peter at Antioch (1–2). These episodes establish that the issue is not a private preference: 
the terms of fellowship and belonging must remain consistent with the grace of Christ. 
Paul asks the Galatians to remember how they received the Spirit and interprets Abraham’s story through promise 
and faith (3–4). The law has a real place in the history of God’s dealings, but it cannot replace the promise or become 
the means by which Gentiles secure full membership in God’s people. Adoption and inheritance describe a status 
received through Christ rather than earned through taking on the required boundary markers. 
The call to stand in freedom immediately becomes a call to serve one another through love (5). Paul rejects the 
conclusion that release from the law’s role as the basis of belonging permits self-indulgence. Life in the Spirit opposes 
destructive conduct and produces recognizable fruit in relationships. 
The closing instructions address restoration of a person caught in wrongdoing, bearing burdens, perseverance in 
doing good, and boasting only in Christ’s cross (6). Galatians connects doctrinal clarity with communal practice. The 
gospel protects freedom from religious conditions imposed as necessary for acceptance, while that same freedom 
forms people capable of patient, responsible love. Grace neither depends on ethnic assimilation nor leaves character 
unchanged. 

Key Themes 
Grace and faith; promise and law; adoption; Christian freedom; the Spirit's transforming work. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The guardian illustrates the law's preparatory role (3:24–25). Adoption portrays full belonging as heirs (4). Fruit 
depicts character produced by the Spirit (5:22–23). Sowing and reaping connect conduct with its consequences (6:7–
10). 

Key Verses 

Galatians 2:20 
“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” 

Selected KJV text. Faith expresses dependence on Christ’s self-giving love. 
Read the complete passage 

Galatians 5:22–23 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: 
against such there is no law.” 

Selected KJV text. The Spirit produces character suited to loving service. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Romans parallels Abraham, faith, and justification. Acts 13–15 is important for comparing possible destinations and 
the Jerusalem discussion. Genesis 15–17 and 21 supply the Abrahamic passages Paul interprets. 

Application 
Are you treating acceptance by God as something to earn? Use freedom to serve rather than indulge yourself. Choose 
one quality of the Spirit's fruit to practice intentionally. 
Reading focus  Galatians 2–6 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%202%3A20&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%205%3A22%E2%80%9323&version=KJV
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New Testament  /  Pauline Letters 

Ephesians 
Author 
The letter names Paul (1:1). Pauline authorship is traditional, though disputed in modern scholarship. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Paul, also called Saul, was a Jewish Pharisee from Tarsus and a Roman citizen. After persecuting the church, he 
encountered the risen Jesus and became a missionary, church planter, and teacher, especially among Gentiles. His 
ministry involved travel, opposition, and imprisonment (Acts 9; 22; Philippians 3:4–7). 

Relationship to Christ 
The letter identifies Paul as Christ’s apostle (Ephesians 1:1) and a prisoner serving the Gentile mission. Under Pauline 
authorship this reflects his encounter with the risen Jesus; under a later-disciple view the actual writer’s direct contact 
with Jesus is unknown. 

How the Author Died 
Early Christian tradition reports beheading in Rome under Nero [H1]. The New Testament does not narrate Paul’s 
death. 

Date of Writing 
Traditionally around AD 60–63 during Roman imprisonment. Scholars who assign it to a later Pauline disciple often 
propose AD 80–100. The authorship question materially affects both date and proposed setting. [C49] 

Place of Writing 
Rome is the traditional proposal; Caesarea or an earlier imprisonment is also discussed. If composed by a later disciple, 
the location is unknown. The omission of “in Ephesus” in some early manuscripts suggests a wider circulation. 

Historical Context 
The letter presents God’s plan to unite people in Christ and calls communities to live as one body. It speaks broadly to 
churches negotiating Jewish-Gentile unity, ethical transformation, and household relationships. 

Cultural Context 
Ancient household codes, marriage, slavery, patronage, public worship, and social boundaries form the setting. 
Interpret these instructions within their first-century social world and the letter’s call to self-giving love. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Asia Minor’s cities practiced civic and imperial cults and maintained strong hierarchies. Acts 19 illustrates Artemis 
worship and its economy in Ephesus; the letter’s heavenly and spiritual imagery addresses allegiance within this wider 
world. 

Summary 
Ephesians begins with praise for God’s saving purpose in Christ and prayer that believers understand their calling and 
hope (1). Salvation is traced to grace rather than human achievement, and renewed life is directed toward good works 
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(2:1–10). The letter then explains how Christ brings formerly separated Jewish and Gentile believers into one people, 
described as a household and a dwelling place for God (2:11–22). 
The mystery of this inclusion and the church’s witness to God’s wisdom shape chapter 3. Prayer for inward strength 
and knowledge of Christ’s love connects the great theological vision with the community’s actual formation. Unity is 
a gift, but believers must learn to preserve and express it through humility, patience, service, and growth toward 
maturity (4). 
The later instruction addresses truthful speech, anger, generosity, forgiveness, purity, worship, and household 
relationships (4–6). Old patterns are to be replaced by conduct reflecting the character of Christ. The household 
passages belong to the social world explained in the cultural context section and must be read alongside the call to self-
giving love. The concluding armor imagery presents resistance to evil as dependence on God’s strength, truth, faith, 
and prayer (6:10–20). 
Ephesians moves from God’s gracious purpose to the shared life that purpose creates. The church’s unity is not 
merely organizational agreement; it is the reconciliation of people who must learn to live consistently with their new 
identity in Christ. 

Key Themes 
Grace (2:8–10); unity and reconciliation; identity in Christ; mature love; spiritual struggle. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
A dividing wall pictures hostility overcome in Christ (2:14). The church is a temple and a body (2; 4). Marriage 
illustrates Christ's relationship with the church (5). God's armor portrays resources for spiritual resistance (6:10–18). 

Key Verses 

Ephesians 2:8–9 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any 
man should boast.” 

Selected KJV text. Salvation is God’s gift; the following verse connects it with good works. 
Read the complete passage 

Ephesians 4:3 
“Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 

Selected KJV text. The church’s shared identity calls for deliberate peacemaking. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Colossians closely parallels many themes and household instructions. Acts 19 supplies Ephesian mission background. 
Genesis 2:24 is used in Ephesians 5; Isaiah 59:17 informs the armor imagery. 

Application 
Where can you help repair hostility within the church? Which old behavior needs replacement? Practice truth, 
forgiveness, and prayer while treating spiritual warfare as a call to faithfulness rather than hostility toward people. 
Reading focus  Ephesians 1–6 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%202%3A8%E2%80%939&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%204%3A3&version=KJV
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New Testament  /  Pauline Letters 

Philippians 
Author 
Paul, with Timothy named in the greeting (1:1). 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Paul, also called Saul, was a Jewish Pharisee from Tarsus and a Roman citizen. After persecuting the church, he 
encountered the risen Jesus and became a missionary, church planter, and teacher, especially among Gentiles. His 
ministry involved travel, opposition, and imprisonment (Acts 9; 22; Philippians 3:4–7). 

Relationship to Christ 
Paul was called by the risen Christ and lived in personal devotion to him. Philippians 3:7–11 expresses his desire to 
know Christ, share his sufferings, and receive resurrection life; this was not a relationship as one of the original 
Twelve. 

How the Author Died 
Early Christian tradition reports beheading in Rome under Nero [H1]. The New Testament does not narrate Paul’s 
death. 

Date of Writing 
Traditionally around AD 60–63 during imprisonment in Rome. An Ephesian imprisonment would place it in the 
mid-50s; Caesarea suggests the late 50s. The date remains tied to the disputed prison location. [C50] 

Place of Writing 
Rome is traditional; Ephesus and Caesarea are major alternatives. References to the imperial guard and Caesar’s 
household are important evidence but do not settle the question beyond dispute. 

Historical Context 
Paul thanks a supporting congregation, reports his imprisonment, and urges unity, joy, and perseverance. 
Epaphroditus’ service and illness reveal the personal cost of partnership in mission. 

Cultural Context 
Roman citizenship, patronage, honor, gift exchange, and household fellowship shaped Philippian life. Paul’s appeal 
to humility challenges status competition and directs believers to Christ’s self-giving example. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Philippi was a Roman colony with veteran settlers and a strong civic identity. Imperial power and public loyalty 
provide a meaningful background to the statement that believers’ citizenship is in heaven (Philippians 3:20). 

Summary 
Philippians begins with gratitude for the congregation’s partnership and affection for their growth in faith (1). Paul’s 
imprisonment has created hardship, but he explains that the gospel continues to advance. His reflections on life and 
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death place personal circumstances under a larger desire to honor Christ. He calls the believers to stand together 
rather than allow opposition to divide them. 
The appeal to unity becomes an appeal to humility and concern for others (2). Christ’s self-giving and exaltation 
provide the central pattern. Timothy and Epaphroditus then appear as concrete examples of service, showing that the 
teaching is embodied in people who bear real burdens for the community. 
Paul warns against confidence in religious credentials or status and describes his own desire to know Christ (3). Past 
achievements are revalued in light of that relationship. Pressing toward the goal does not mean claiming that he has 
already reached complete maturity; it means sustained pursuit of the life to which Christ has called him. 
The closing chapter addresses reconciliation, prayer, disciplined attention, contentment, and the Philippians’ 
financial support (4). Contentment is learned amid both abundance and need, so the assurance of strength in Christ 
should be read within that setting rather than as a promise of unlimited accomplishment. Philippians presents joy as 
compatible with hardship because it rests in Christ and shared mission. The community’s partnership becomes 
faithful when gratitude, humility, generosity, and perseverance shape its relationships. 

Key Themes 
Partnership in the gospel; joy; Christlike humility; perseverance; contentment and prayer. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Christ's self-humbling and exaltation provide the pattern for service (2:5–11). Citizens of heaven live under Christ's 
lordship (3:20). A race toward the goal portrays persevering discipleship (3:12–14). 

Key Verses 

Philippians 2:5 
“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” 

Selected KJV text. Christ’s humility and service provide the pattern for communal life. 
Read the complete passage 

Philippians 4:6 
“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God.” 

Selected KJV text. Careful here means anxious; Paul invites prayerful trust. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Acts 16 describes the church’s beginning. 2 Corinthians 8 discusses Macedonian generosity. Philippians 2:5–11 
parallels themes of Christ’s humility and exaltation found in John 13 and Hebrews 2. 

Application 
Where could humility resolve a conflict? Turn a specific anxiety into prayer and thanksgiving. Read 4:13 in its 
context of contentment in scarcity or abundance rather than as a guarantee of any desired achievement. 
Reading focus  Philippians 1–4 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A5&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204%3A6&version=KJV
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New Testament  /  Pauline Letters 

Colossians 
Author 
The letter names Paul and Timothy (1:1). Pauline authorship is traditional, though disputed in modern scholarship. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Paul, also called Saul, was a Jewish Pharisee from Tarsus and a Roman citizen. After persecuting the church, he 
encountered the risen Jesus and became a missionary, church planter, and teacher, especially among Gentiles. His 
ministry involved travel, opposition, and imprisonment (Acts 9; 22; Philippians 3:4–7). 

Relationship to Christ 
The letter identifies Paul as an apostle of Christ and prisoner for the gospel (Colossians 1:1; 4:3). Traditional 
authorship connects it with the risen Christ’s call; if a later Pauline follower wrote it, that writer’s direct contact with 
Jesus is unknown. 

How the Author Died 
Early Christian tradition reports beheading in Rome under Nero [H1]. The New Testament does not narrate Paul’s 
death. 

Date of Writing 
Traditionally around AD 60–63. Earlier prison settings yield dates in the 50s; later-disciple theories often place it in 
the later first century. No exact year is stated. [C51] 

Place of Writing 
Rome is traditional; Ephesus and Caesarea are alternatives. Under later authorship the site is unknown. Colossae is the 
recipients’ city, not an identified writing location. 

Historical Context 
A church associated with Epaphras faces teachings involving ritual observance, ascetic practices, and spiritual powers. 
The letter insists on Christ’s supremacy and sufficiency and translates that conviction into community and household 
life. 

Cultural Context 
Festivals, food regulations, household authority, and claims of spiritual knowledge shape the disputes. The exact 
combination of ideas opposed by the writer is debated and should not be reconstructed too confidently. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Colossae lay in Asia Minor’s Lycus Valley near Laodicea and Hierapolis. Local, Greek, Roman, and Jewish traditions 
interacted in the region; devotion to divine powers was part of the broader religious environment. 

Summary 
Colossians opens with thanksgiving for the community’s faith and prayer for a life bearing fruit in the knowledge of 
God (1). The description of Christ as supreme over creation and central to reconciliation establishes the basis of the 
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letter’s argument. The church’s hope does not depend on discovering a spiritual resource beyond him; its life is 
grounded in the person through whom God’s restoring work is accomplished. 
Chapter 2 confronts teachings and practices that threaten this confidence. Appeals to special knowledge, regulations, 
ascetic discipline, and spiritual powers can appear impressive while failing to produce the fullness they promise. The 
writer calls believers to remain rooted in Christ and warns against allowing human requirements to determine their 
standing. The exact combination of the opposing teachings is debated, but the letter’s concern with Christ’s 
sufficiency is clear. 
The ethical instruction turns from these warnings to renewed identity and relationships (3–4). Believers must put 
away destructive habits, falsehood, hostility, and divisive distinctions, clothing themselves instead with compassion, 
humility, patience, forgiveness, and love. Worship, speech, prayer, and household conduct become settings in which 
their confession is tested. 
Personal greetings and instructions concerning the exchange of letters reveal connections among neighboring 
churches and coworkers. Colossians joins a large vision of Christ’s authority with ordinary conduct. His supremacy is 
not treated as an abstract claim; it is the reason believers can reject misleading spiritual demands and live together as 
people being renewed in his likeness. 

Key Themes 
Christ's supremacy and sufficiency; reconciliation; fullness in Christ; renewed identity; grateful living. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Christ is the image of the invisible God and head of the body (1:15–18). Circumcision imagery describes spiritual 
transformation (2:11–13). Putting off and putting on clothes depicts changed conduct and character (3:5–14). 

Key Verses 

Colossians 1:17 
“And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.” 

Selected KJV text. Christ’s supremacy includes His sustaining relationship to creation. 
Read the complete passage 

Colossians 3:14 
“And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.” 

Selected KJV text. Love holds together the virtues of renewed life. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Ephesians closely parallels the letter’s language and ethics. Philemon shares associates, including Onesimus and 
Epaphras. Compare Colossians 1:15–20 with John 1:1–18 and Hebrews 1 on Christ’s identity and creation. 

Application 
What belief or practice distracts from Christ's sufficiency? Replace a destructive habit with a virtue named in chapter 
3. Let gratitude shape work, speech, and relationships. 
Reading focus  Colossians 1–4 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A17&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%203%3A14&version=KJV
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New Testament  /  Pauline Letters 

1 Thessalonians 
Author 
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy are named in the greeting (1:1), with Paul the principal letter writer. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Paul, also called Saul, was a Jewish Pharisee from Tarsus and a Roman citizen. After persecuting the church, he 
encountered the risen Jesus and became a missionary, church planter, and teacher, especially among Gentiles. His 
ministry involved travel, opposition, and imprisonment (Acts 9; 22; Philippians 3:4–7). 

Relationship to Christ 
Paul, called by the risen Christ, serves Jesus with Silvanus and Timothy, who join the greeting. His concern is that 
converts stand faithfully in the Lord and await Christ’s return (1 Thessalonians 1:9–10; 3:8). 

How the Author Died 
Early Christian tradition reports beheading in Rome under Nero [H1]. The New Testament does not narrate Paul’s 
death. 

Date of Writing 
Usually around AD 50–51, after Timothy brings news of the young congregation. It is among the earliest surviving 
Christian writings. [C52] 

Place of Writing 
Corinth is the usual conclusion from the travel sequence in Acts 17–18 and Timothy’s return. The letter does not 
explicitly name its writing city. 

Historical Context 
Paul encourages recent converts facing opposition, clarifies holy living, and addresses grief over believers who have 
died before Christ’s return. His enforced separation from the church gives the letter its affectionate urgency. 

Cultural Context 
Manual labor, communal support, household conduct, public reputation, and mourning practices shape the 
instruction. Hope concerning the dead serves pastoral encouragement rather than curiosity alone. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Thessalonica was a major Macedonian city on the Via Egnatia, with trade, civic institutions, and diverse cults. 
Turning from idols altered converts’ relationships with established religious and social expectations. 

Summary 
First Thessalonians begins with thanksgiving for a young congregation whose response to the gospel has become 
known beyond its own city (1). Turning from idols to serve God has changed the believers’ allegiance and 
expectations. Paul recalls the integrity, affection, and labor of the mission among them, contrasting genuine care with 
manipulation for personal advantage (2). 
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His separation from the church has intensified concern about how it will withstand opposition. Timothy’s report 
brings encouragement, and Paul’s prayer expresses his desire for their love and holiness to grow (3). The letter’s 
teaching therefore arises from a continuing pastoral relationship, not merely the delivery of information. 
Instructions about sexual conduct, mutual love, and work call the community toward a credible daily life (4:1–12). 
The question of believers who have died before Christ’s return then receives a direct answer: their death does not 
exclude them from the promised future (4:13–18). This teaching is intended to comfort grief and sustain hope. The 
next section urges alertness and faithful living without claiming that the community can calculate the day (5:1–11). 
The closing exhortations address leadership, patience, care for the weak, rejoicing, prayer, discernment, and peace. 
The final prayer places their continuing growth within God’s faithfulness. First Thessalonians unites future hope 
with present responsibility: awaiting Christ includes loving neighbors, working responsibly, encouraging one another, 
and trusting that the dead are not beyond the reach of his saving promise. 

Key Themes 
Faith, love, and hope; holiness; pastoral care; resurrection and Christ's return; communal encouragement. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
A nursing mother and caring father portray pastoral affection (2:7–12). A thief in the night illustrates the unexpected 
day of the Lord (5:2). Armor of faith, love, and hope depicts readiness (5:8). 

Key Verses 

1 Thessalonians 4:14 
“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” 

Selected KJV text. Christ’s resurrection supplies hope for believers who have died. 
Read the complete passage 

1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 
“Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you.” 

Selected KJV text. Hope shapes an ongoing pattern of joy, prayer, and gratitude. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Acts 17 narrates the mission in Thessalonica. 2 Thessalonians revisits perseverance and the Lord’s coming. 1 
Corinthians 15 also explains resurrection hope; Matthew 24 provides related watchfulness language. 

Application 
How can you encourage someone who is grieving? Pursue holiness and dependable work while awaiting Christ. Let 
hope produce care and readiness rather than speculation about dates. 
Reading focus  1 Thessalonians 1–5 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%204%3A14&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%205%3A16%E2%80%9318&version=KJV
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New Testament  /  Pauline Letters 

2 Thessalonians 
Author 
Names Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy (1:1). Pauline authorship is traditional, though disputed in modern scholarship. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Paul, also called Saul, was a Jewish Pharisee from Tarsus and a Roman citizen. After persecuting the church, he 
encountered the risen Jesus and became a missionary, church planter, and teacher, especially among Gentiles. His 
ministry involved travel, opposition, and imprisonment (Acts 9; 22; Philippians 3:4–7). 

Relationship to Christ 
The greeting names Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy in service to Christ. Under traditional authorship it continues their 
pastoral mission; if written by a later follower, that person’s direct relationship to the earthly Jesus is unknown. 

How the Author Died 
Early Christian tradition reports beheading in Rome under Nero [H1]. The New Testament does not narrate Paul’s 
death. 

Date of Writing 
Traditionally around AD 50–52, soon after 1 Thessalonians. Some scholars assign it to a later Pauline follower near 
the end of the first century because of differences in language and the presentation of the Lord’s coming. [C53] 

Place of Writing 
Corinth is the usual proposal under Pauline authorship. A later writer’s location is unknown. Thessalonica is the 
destination, not an established composition site. 

Historical Context 
The community faces affliction, confusion about the day of the Lord, and disruptive idleness. The letter joins 
encouragement with correction, warning against claims that the decisive end has already arrived. 

Cultural Context 
Community discipline, work obligations, oral teaching, and written authority shape the instruction. Apocalyptic 
language about lawlessness requires careful comparison with biblical imagery rather than confident identification 
with one modern event. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
The recipients inhabited a Roman provincial city with civic religion and pressures toward conformity. Imperial 
authority supplies part of the wider environment, but the identity of the restraining power in chapter 2 is disputed. 

Summary 
Second Thessalonians begins by acknowledging the community’s growing faith and endurance under affliction (1). 
The promise of God’s justice reassures believers that their suffering is seen and that evil will not determine the final 
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outcome. The accompanying prayer asks that their lives honor Christ, keeping the future hope connected with 
present faithfulness. 
Chapter 2 addresses alarming claims that the day of the Lord has already arrived. The letter warns against being 
unsettled by purported messages and describes rebellion, deception, and the lawless one. Several details, including the 
identity of what restrains lawlessness, remain disputed. The passage’s pastoral direction is clearer than every symbolic 
identification: the community must resist deception, remain grounded in the received teaching, and trust Christ’s 
ultimate victory. 
The final chapter requests prayer, encourages perseverance, and addresses members whose refusal to work disrupts 
communal life (3). Discipline is meant to correct them while maintaining a fraternal relationship. The warning 
concerns unwillingness to contribute, not an assertion that people unable to work should be denied care. 
The letter brings together endurance, discernment, and responsibility. Confusion about the end must not produce 
panic or excuse neglect of ordinary obligations. God’s promised justice enables faithful living now, and the church’s 
response to disorder should seek restoration rather than contempt. 

Key Themes 
Endurance under persecution; discernment about prophecy; God's judgment; steadfast teaching; responsible 
conduct. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The lawless one and restraining power depict resistance to God and its present limitation (2); their precise 
identification is disputed. Christ's breath portrays the effortless defeat of lawlessness (2:8). 

Key Verses 

2 Thessalonians 2:15 
“Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught” 

Selected KJV text. The community should remain grounded in the apostolic teaching it received. 
Read the complete passage 

2 Thessalonians 3:13 
“But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.” 

Selected KJV text. Patient faithfulness includes continuing good work. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
1 Thessalonians is the direct companion. Daniel supplies background for arrogant opposition to God; Matthew 24 
parallels deception and watchfulness. Compare 2 Thessalonians 2 with Revelation’s imagery without assuming every 
symbol is identical. 

Application 
How do you test alarming religious claims? Continue ordinary responsibilities while holding future hope. Read the 
work instruction as addressing unwillingness to work, not inability caused by illness, disability, or lack of opportunity. 
Reading focus  2 Thessalonians 1–3 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians%202%3A15&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians%203%3A13&version=KJV
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New Testament  /  Pauline Letters 

1 Timothy 
Author 
The letter names Paul (1:1). Pauline authorship is traditional; the authorship of the Pastoral Letters is disputed in 
modern scholarship. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Paul, also called Saul, was a Jewish Pharisee from Tarsus and a Roman citizen. After persecuting the church, he 
encountered the risen Jesus and became a missionary, church planter, and teacher, especially among Gentiles. His 
ministry involved travel, opposition, and imprisonment (Acts 9; 22; Philippians 3:4–7). 

Relationship to Christ 
The letter presents Paul as Christ’s apostle and a former persecutor transformed by mercy (1 Timothy 1:12–16). 
Timothy is its recipient, not its author. Under a later-writer view, the actual writer’s personal contact with Jesus is 
unknown. 

How the Author Died 
Early Christian tradition reports beheading in Rome under Nero [H1]. The New Testament does not narrate Paul’s 
death. 

Date of Writing 
Traditionally around AD 63–65 after Paul’s first Roman imprisonment. Scholars who regard the Pastoral Letters as 
later Pauline-school works place them in the late first or early second century. [C54] 

Place of Writing 
Macedonia is commonly inferred from 1 Timothy 1:3 under the traditional setting. The text recalls travel there rather 
than directly naming a writing site. If composed later, its actual location is unknown. 

Historical Context 
Timothy is charged to confront false teaching and guide the Ephesian congregation. The letter addresses worship, 
leadership, care for widows, wealth, and faithful preservation of the apostolic message. 

Cultural Context 
Household management, patronage, gender expectations, slavery, public reputation, and organized assistance shaped 
church life. Instructions must be studied within both their specific pastoral occasion and their wider theological 
purpose. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Ephesus was an influential Roman provincial center with Artemis worship and imperial honors. Under the later 
dating, churches faced the challenge of maintaining teaching and institutions as the apostolic generation passed away. 
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Summary 
First Timothy charges Timothy to confront teaching that produces speculation and controversy rather than faithful 
service (1). The desired result of instruction is love arising from a pure heart, a good conscience, and sincere faith. 
Paul’s remembered experience of mercy establishes that the gospel’s authority is joined with grace toward people who 
have previously done serious wrong. 
Directions for prayer and public worship broaden the community’s concern beyond its own circle (2). Qualifications 
for overseers and deacons emphasize character, household responsibility, self-control, and credibility (3). Leadership is 
not presented simply as the possession of ability or enthusiasm; it requires a life others can trust. 
Timothy must remain attentive to teaching and become an example in conduct, love, faith, and purity (4). 
Instructions concerning different groups include respectful relationships, discernment in supporting widows, and 
accountability in dealing with elders (5). These details show the practical demands of caring for a congregation whose 
members have different resources and vulnerabilities. 
The final chapter addresses destructive teaching, contentment, greed, the responsibilities of the wealthy, and 
Timothy’s perseverance (6). Wealth must not become the community’s measure of security or worth. The letter’s 
central concern is the relationship between sound teaching and godly life. Doctrine is protected not only by 
correcting error but also by forming trustworthy leaders, providing responsible care, and resisting the use of religion 
for personal gain. 

Key Themes 
Faithful teaching; prayer; qualified leadership; care for vulnerable members; contentment and stewardship. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The church is God's household and the pillar of truth (3:15). Athletic training illustrates disciplined godliness (4:7–
8). Fighting the good fight portrays perseverance in faith (6:12). 

Key Verses 

1 Timothy 2:5 
“For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;” 

Selected KJV text. Christ’s mediation provides the foundation for the church’s prayer and message. 
Read the complete passage 

1 Timothy 6:6 
“But godliness with contentment is great gain.” 

Selected KJV text. Godly living is not a technique for acquiring wealth. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
2 Timothy and Titus are the other Pastoral Letters. Acts 16 introduces Timothy; Acts 19–20 supplies Ephesian 
mission background. James offers thematic parallels on speech, wealth, and practical fidelity. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%202%3A5&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%206%3A6&version=KJV
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Application 
How do teaching and conduct reinforce one another? Pray for public leaders and support accountable church 
leadership. Study debated passages about ministry roles in context and acknowledge differing Christian 
interpretations. 
Reading focus  1 Timothy 1–6 
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New Testament  /  Pauline Letters 

2 Timothy 
Author 
The letter names Paul (1:1). Pauline authorship is traditional; the authorship of the Pastoral Letters is disputed in 
modern scholarship. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Paul, also called Saul, was a Jewish Pharisee from Tarsus and a Roman citizen. After persecuting the church, he 
encountered the risen Jesus and became a missionary, church planter, and teacher, especially among Gentiles. His 
ministry involved travel, opposition, and imprisonment (Acts 9; 22; Philippians 3:4–7). 

Relationship to Christ 
The letter presents Paul as a prisoner devoted to Christ, confident that his entrusted life is secure (2 Timothy 1:12). 
Timothy is the recipient. Under later authorship, the writer speaks in Paul’s tradition, and personal contact with Jesus 
cannot be established. 

How the Author Died 
Early Christian tradition reports beheading in Rome under Nero [H1]. The New Testament does not narrate Paul’s 
death. 

Date of Writing 
Traditionally around AD 64–67, near Paul’s death. A later Pauline-school theory places composition after Paul, in 
the late first or early second century; some scholars see authentic Pauline material within that later form. [C55] 

Place of Writing 
Rome is the stated imprisonment setting (2 Timothy 1:16–17) and the traditional writing location. Under later 
authorship, the actual place of composition remains unknown. 

Historical Context 
Paul is portrayed as nearing the end of his ministry while facing desertion and opposition. Timothy is urged to guard 
the gospel, endure hardship, teach faithfully, and remain grounded in Scripture. 

Cultural Context 
Mentorship, delegated teaching, household faith, persecution, and the preservation of authoritative tradition shape 
the letter. Athletic, military, and agricultural images make perseverance concrete. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Under the traditional dating, Nero’s reign and the punishment of Christians in Rome after AD 64 form the wider 
background. Under a later dating, Roman society remained dominant, but one particular persecution cannot 
automatically be assigned. 
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Summary 
Second Timothy presents an urgent appeal from a suffering apostle to a younger coworker who must continue the 
gospel’s work (1). Timothy is reminded of his inherited faith and urged to rekindle his gift rather than yield to fear or 
shame. Guarding the entrusted message depends on the Spirit’s help, not merely personal determination. 
Chapter 2 combines the task of passing teaching to faithful people with images of military service, athletics, and 
farming. Each image emphasizes endurance, discipline, and commitment. Timothy must avoid fruitless disputes, 
handle the word responsibly, and correct opponents with gentleness. Strength in ministry includes patience toward 
others rather than harshness disguised as zeal. 
Warnings about destructive behavior and deceptive teaching place the task within difficult conditions (3). Timothy’s 
grounding in Scripture equips him for wisdom, formation, correction, and faithful service. The passage on Scripture’s 
inspiration belongs within this call to become a person prepared for good work, not only to possess an accurate 
statement about a text. 
The final charge requires persistent preaching, patient instruction, and endurance even when listeners prefer agreeable 
messages (4). Paul’s account of finishing his course and his personal requests expose both confidence and loneliness. 
The letter portrays faithful ministry as a responsibility carried across generations. Its hope rests in Christ’s faithfulness 
while its practical demand is to preserve the gospel through truthful teaching, exemplary conduct, and perseverance 
amid opposition. 

Key Themes 
Courage; faithful transmission of teaching; endurance; Scripture's role (3:16–17); completion of service. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
A soldier, athlete, and farmer illustrate dedication, discipline, and patience (2:3–6). Useful vessels depict readiness for 
honorable service (2:20–21). A poured-out offering and completed race portray Paul's approaching death (4:6–8). 

Key Verses 

2 Timothy 3:16 
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness:” 

Selected KJV text. Scripture forms and equips faithful servants. 
Read the complete passage 

2 Timothy 4:7 
“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:” 

Selected KJV text. Paul portrays perseverance and completion of his service. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
1 Timothy and Titus share pastoral concerns. Acts supplies Paul’s earlier ministry, though it does not narrate this 
final imprisonment. Philippians 1 and 3 provide related reflections on suffering, perseverance, and hope in Christ. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Timothy%203%3A16&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Timothy%204%3A7&version=KJV
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Application 
Whom can you help grow in faith? What distraction weakens your service? Use Scripture for learning and correction, 
and respond to opponents with patience and gentleness (2:24–26). 
Reading focus  2 Timothy 1–4 
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New Testament  /  Pauline Letters 

Titus 
Author 
The letter names Paul (1:1). Pauline authorship is traditional; the authorship of the Pastoral Letters is disputed in 
modern scholarship. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Paul, also called Saul, was a Jewish Pharisee from Tarsus and a Roman citizen. After persecuting the church, he 
encountered the risen Jesus and became a missionary, church planter, and teacher, especially among Gentiles. His 
ministry involved travel, opposition, and imprisonment (Acts 9; 22; Philippians 3:4–7). 

Relationship to Christ 
The letter identifies Paul as Christ’s apostle and Titus as a coworker in faith. Titus is the recipient. Traditional 
authorship reflects Paul’s call by the risen Jesus; a later writer’s direct contact with Jesus cannot be established. 

How the Author Died 
Early Christian tradition reports beheading in Rome under Nero [H1]. The New Testament does not narrate Paul’s 
death. 

Date of Writing 
Traditionally around AD 63–65. Later Pauline-school theories place it in the late first or early second century, 
alongside the other Pastoral Letters. The relation among their final dates is debated. [C56] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Macedonia and other locations are proposed under traditional authorship. Titus 3:12 mentions plans to 
winter at Nicopolis; a planned destination does not prove the place where the letter was written. 

Historical Context 
Titus is charged to organize congregations in Crete, appoint qualified elders, and oppose disruptive teaching. The 
letter stresses how grace produces good works and trustworthy conduct in the wider community. 

Cultural Context 
Households, age groups, leadership qualifications, slavery, and public reputation structure the advice. The quotation 
about Cretans in Titus 1:12 reflects a polemical stereotype, not a timeless judgment on every person from Crete. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Crete was part of Rome’s provincial system and preserved varied local and Greek traditions. Christian congregations 
had to build credible community life amid established civic customs and religious practices. 

Summary 
Titus begins with a charge to establish reliable leadership in the churches of Crete (1). Elders must exhibit trustworthy 
character and be able to encourage sound teaching while confronting destructive claims. The exposure of false 
teachers shows that religious speech can become a means of gain and disruption rather than service to a community. 
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Chapter 2 connects instruction with the conduct of different groups within the church. Titus must teach and 
demonstrate what is good, and believers’ behavior should make the gospel credible in their social setting. The 
theological foundation is God’s grace, which saves and also trains people to renounce ungodliness and live 
responsibly. Awaiting Christ’s appearing belongs with this present transformation. 
The final chapter calls for respectful public conduct, readiness for good work, and gentleness toward others (3). 
Remembering believers’ own former failures protects against arrogance. Salvation is attributed to God’s mercy and 
renewing work rather than self-established righteousness. This mercy becomes the basis for practical generosity, while 
unproductive controversies and divisiveness are to be addressed firmly. 
Titus brings grace, teaching, leadership, and public witness into one pastoral concern. Good works do not purchase 
salvation; they show the kind of life grace produces. The congregation’s credibility therefore depends both on what it 
confesses and on whether its members become dependable, peaceable, and useful to the people around them. 

Key Themes 
Qualified leadership; sound teaching; grace that trains conduct; good works; God's saving mercy. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Washing and renewal portray the Spirit's saving work (3:5). Hope of Christ's appearing directs present conduct 
(2:11–14). Fruitfulness describes lives devoted to meeting genuine needs (3:14). 

Key Verses 

Titus 2:11 
“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,” 

Selected KJV text. Grace saves and, in the following verses, trains godly conduct. 
Read the complete passage 

Titus 3:5 
“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us” 

Selected KJV text. Salvation rests on God’s mercy and renewing work rather than earned status. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
1–2 Timothy share leadership and teaching concerns. Galatians 2 identifies Titus in an earlier debate over Gentile 
belonging. Ephesians 2:8–10 parallels the connection between salvation by grace and the good works that follow. 

Application 
Does your conduct make the gospel credible to others? Choose a good work that addresses a real need. Avoid 
arguments that distract from faithfulness, and assess leaders by character rather than charisma. 
Reading focus  Titus 1–3 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus%202%3A11&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus%203%3A5&version=KJV
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New Testament  /  Pauline Letters 

Philemon 
Author 
Paul identifies himself as author, with Timothy also named (1). 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Paul, also called Saul, was a Jewish Pharisee from Tarsus and a Roman citizen. After persecuting the church, he 
encountered the risen Jesus and became a missionary, church planter, and teacher, especially among Gentiles. His 
ministry involved travel, opposition, and imprisonment (Acts 9; 22; Philippians 3:4–7). 

Relationship to Christ 
Paul writes as a prisoner of Christ and spiritual father to Onesimus (Philemon 1, 9–10). His appeal rests on shared 
allegiance to Jesus and love within the church; Philemon is the recipient, not the author. 

How the Author Died 
Early Christian tradition reports beheading in Rome under Nero [H1]. The New Testament does not narrate Paul’s 
death. 

Date of Writing 
Traditionally around AD 60–63, near the proposed dating of Colossians. An Ephesian imprisonment would place it 
in the 50s; the exact year depends on the prison setting. [C57] 

Place of Writing 
Rome is the traditional proposal. Ephesus and Caesarea are alternatives; the text does not name its writing city. 
Colossae is inferred as the recipients’ region from related names in Colossians. 

Historical Context 
Paul appeals for Onesimus to be received as a beloved brother. Debt, authority, and a damaged relationship stand 
behind the request, though every detail of Onesimus’ departure and circumstances is not stated. 

Cultural Context 
Roman slavery, household churches, personal patronage, honor, and persuasive letter writing shape the situation. 
Paul’s language asks readers to consider how belonging to Christ changes the exercise of power over another person. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Slavery was deeply embedded in the Roman economy and legal order. Enslaved people had limited autonomy; 
reconciliation within a household therefore involved substantial differences in social power, not merely a 
disagreement between equals. 

Summary 
Philemon is a personal appeal that also concerns a household church. Paul begins with gratitude for Philemon’s love 
and the encouragement he has given to believers (1–7). This acknowledgment establishes the moral ground of the 
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request that follows: a person already known for refreshing others is being asked to extend that same love into a 
difficult relationship. 
Paul appeals rather than simply commanding concerning Onesimus, who has become dear to him during 
imprisonment (8–16). Onesimus is to be received with recognition of their shared identity in Christ, as a beloved 
brother. The exact circumstances of his departure and any possible wrongdoing are not fully stated, so the narrative 
should not be filled out with certainty beyond the letter’s words. 
Paul offers to accept any debt and asks Philemon to welcome Onesimus as he would welcome Paul himself (17–21). 
His request places his own relationship and credibility alongside the person with less social power. Travel hopes and 
greetings close the letter (22–25). 
Within a Roman society shaped by slavery, this brief letter asks how the gospel changes the exercise of authority and 
the reception of another person. It does not offer a complete social program, but its appeal presses shared Christian 
belonging into a concrete relationship involving unequal power. Reconciliation must mean more than returning to 
the earlier arrangement without recognizing the brother now standing before Philemon. 

Key Themes 
Reconciliation; Christian brotherhood; voluntary love; costly advocacy; transformed relationships. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Paul's spiritual parenthood expresses his bond with Onesimus (10). Receiving Onesimus as Paul dramatizes 
identification and advocacy (17). The language of brotherhood challenges the status hierarchy defining their social 
relationship (16). 

Key Verses 

Philemon 16 
“Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved” 

Selected KJV text. Paul calls for receiving Onesimus through the lens of Christian brotherhood. 
Read the complete passage 

Philemon 17 
“If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as myself.” 

Selected KJV text. Paul identifies himself with Onesimus in a costly appeal for welcome. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Colossians 4:7–17 shares Onesimus and other associates. Galatians 3:28 and Colossians 3:11 provide theological 
parallels concerning unity in Christ. Acts offers the broader background of Paul’s imprisonments without settling 
this letter’s location. 

Application 
How can faith change the way you treat someone with less power? Advocate for dignity and repair in a strained 
relationship. The letter should not be used to excuse slavery or coercion. 
Reading focus  Philemon 1–25 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon%2016&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon%2017&version=KJV
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New Testament  /  General Letters 

Hebrews 
Author 
Unknown. The author does not identify himself; proposed authors include Paul, Barnabas, Apollos, and others, but 
none is established. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The writer is unidentified, so a personal biography cannot be established. The text reveals a teacher deeply familiar 
with Israel’s Scriptures, acquainted with Timothy, and concerned for a community under pressure (Hebrews 2:3; 
10:32–39; 13:23). Suggestions such as Paul, Barnabas, or Apollos remain unproved. 

Relationship to Christ 
The author is unknown and confesses allegiance to Jesus as God’s Son and high priest. Hebrews 2:3 describes 
salvation as confirmed by those who heard the Lord, suggesting received testimony rather than an explicit claim to be 
a ministry eyewitness. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown: because the author’s identity is not established, no account of a particular person’s death can responsibly 
be assigned to the writer. 

Date of Writing 
Often placed between approximately AD 60 and 95. A pre-70 date is defended by some; others favor a later setting. 
Likely use by 1 Clement around AD 96 supplies an important proposed upper boundary. [C58] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Hebrews 13:24 mentions people “of Italy,” which could refer to people writing from Italy or Italians 
elsewhere. Neither Rome nor another location can be established from that phrase alone. 

Historical Context 
The audience has experienced hardship and risks weariness or withdrawal. The writer argues for perseverance by 
presenting Christ’s completed sacrifice, heavenly priesthood, and the faithful examples of earlier generations. 

Cultural Context 
Greek scriptural interpretation, temple and tabernacle imagery, covenant language, public shame, and exhortation 
shape the work. The audience’s precise ethnic makeup and the specific crisis remain debated. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Roman society formed the broader environment, with social pressure and sometimes punishment against Christians. 
The temple’s destruction in AD 70 is relevant to dating debates, but present-tense descriptions of worship do not 
settle the date. 
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Summary 
Hebrews begins with God’s definitive revelation in the Son, whose identity and work surpass those of angels (1–2). 
Jesus’ sharing in human life and suffering is essential to his saving ministry, not a contradiction of his greatness. The 
first warnings call readers to pay attention rather than drift away from the salvation they have received. 
The comparison with Moses and the wilderness generation develops the call to enter God’s rest through persevering 
trust (3–4). Jesus is then presented as the great high priest whose compassion and obedience equip him to represent 
his people (4–7). The discussion of Melchizedek explains a priesthood that does not depend on the ordinary Levitical 
succession. 
Chapters 8–10 contrast the former sanctuary and repeated sacrifices with Christ’s new-covenant ministry and 
completed offering. Access to God rests in what Christ has accomplished, so the readers are urged to draw near, hold 
fast, and encourage one another. Severe warnings expose the seriousness of abandoning this confession; they belong 
within an appeal for sustained faithfulness. 
The examples of faith in chapter 11 include both remarkable deliverance and suffering without earthly rescue. 
Chapter 12 directs attention to Jesus, endurance, correction, peace, and God’s enduring kingdom. Practical 
instruction in chapter 13 addresses hospitality, prisoners, marriage, contentment, leadership, and worship. 
Hebrews is therefore both a theological argument and a pastoral exhortation. Christ’s sufficiency is the ground for 
confidence, but confidence is expressed through perseverance rather than complacency. Its vision of faithful 
pilgrimage joins access to God with mutual encouragement and responsible life in the community. 

Key Themes 
Christ's supremacy; priesthood and sacrifice; the new covenant; access to God; faith and endurance. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
The anchor pictures secure hope (6:19). Tabernacle and priesthood imagery explain Christ's ministry (8–10). A race 
portrays perseverance with eyes fixed on Jesus (12:1–3). The book itself develops these comparisons. 

Key Verses 

Hebrews 4:16 
“Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need.” 

Selected KJV text. Jesus’ priesthood gives believers confident access to God. 
Read the complete passage 

Hebrews 12:2 
“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith” 

Selected KJV text. Perseverance takes its direction from Jesus’ endurance and victory. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Exodus and Leviticus supply sanctuary and sacrifice backgrounds; Psalm 110 supplies priestly kingship. Jeremiah 31 is 
quoted for the new covenant. Romans and Galatians share theological concerns, though Hebrews has a distinct 
argument and authorial voice. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%204%3A16&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%2012%3A2&version=KJV
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Application 
Where are you tempted to drift from Christ? Draw near in prayer and encourage others to persevere. Read warning 
passages seriously while considering the book's emphasis on Christ's sufficient work. 
Reading focus  Hebrews 1–4; 7–12; 13 
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New Testament  /  General Letters 

James 
Author 
The writer names himself James (1:1), traditionally identified as Jesus' brother and a leader of the Jerusalem church. 
The precise identity is debated. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The traditional identification is James, called the Lord’s brother, a leader of the Jerusalem church. The risen Jesus 
appeared to James, and he helped guide the discussion concerning Gentile believers (1 Corinthians 15:7; Galatians 
1:19; Acts 15:13–21). He is distinct from James son of Zebedee, killed in Acts 12. 

Relationship to Christ 
Traditionally James was Jesus’ brother and a leader of the Jerusalem church (Galatians 1:19; 2:9). The risen Christ 
appeared to James (1 Corinthians 15:7). The letter calls its author Christ’s servant; if later composed in his name, the 
actual writer’s direct contact is unknown. 

How the Author Died 
Ancient historical account: Josephus reports that James, the brother of Jesus, was sentenced to stoning, 
conventionally dated to AD 62 [H2]. Other early traditions differ in details. This applies if the letter’s author is that 
James. 

Date of Writing 
Traditional authorship requires a date before James’ death in AD 62, often placed in the AD 40s–50s. Many scholars 
who propose a later writer favor the late first century, sometimes around AD 90–100. [C59] 

Place of Writing 
Jerusalem is the traditional proposal under James’ authorship. The text addresses dispersed communities but does not 
name a writing city. Under later authorship, the location is unknown. 

Historical Context 
Believers face trials, social inequality, harmful speech, and inconsistent conduct. The letter urges a faith expressed in 
mercy and obedience; its circumstances cannot be tied securely to one named event. 

Cultural Context 
Wisdom instruction, Jewish scriptural tradition, public assemblies, patronage, wages, and disputes between rich and 
poor shape the teaching. The argument about faith responds to empty profession rather than reducing salvation to 
social achievement. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
The Roman world contained pronounced differences in wealth and legal influence. Jewish diaspora communities 
lived across its provinces; exploitation of labor and pursuit of status supplied concrete pressures for the recipients. 
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Summary 
James addresses believers whose faith is being tested by hardship, temptation, economic inequality, and conflict. The 
opening chapter distinguishes trials that can develop endurance from temptations that draw people toward sin. God 
gives wisdom generously, and receiving his word should lead to action, careful speech, and practical care for 
vulnerable people (1). 

Chapter 2 confronts favoritism toward the wealthy and the humiliation of the poor. The command to love one’s 
neighbor exposes the contradiction between professed faith and discriminatory treatment. The discussion of faith and 
works then asks whether a claim to faith that never produces obedience or help can be considered living faith. 
Abraham and Rahab illustrate trust expressed through concrete action. 

The middle chapters examine the tongue, competing kinds of wisdom, and the desires that generate quarrels (3–4). 
Speech can bless God while harming people made in his likeness. Wisdom from above produces peace and integrity, 
whereas envy and self-interest fracture relationships. Humility also changes how believers judge others and make plans 
for an uncertain future. 

The closing chapter warns oppressive landowners, encourages patience until the Lord’s coming, and calls the 
community to truthful speech, prayer, confession, care for the sick, and restoration of those who wander (5). James 
brings ordinary conduct under the searching light of faith. Its central concern is a whole life in which confession, 
motives, words, and actions belong together. 

Key Themes 
Active faith; endurance; care for the poor; disciplined speech; humble wisdom; prayer. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
A mirror depicts hearing without acting (1:23–25). A bit, rudder, and fire illustrate the tongue's disproportionate 
influence (3:3–6). A farmer waiting for harvest models patience (5:7). 

Key Verses 

James 1:22 
“But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” 

Selected KJV text. Hearing must become obedient practice. 

Read the complete passage 

James 2:17 

“Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.” 

Selected KJV text. Living faith expresses itself through concrete action and care. 

Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Proverbs supplies wisdom parallels; Matthew 5–7 closely parallels speech, mercy, and conduct. Romans 4 and James 2 
both interpret Abraham: compare their distinct questions carefully rather than assuming they use “works” identically. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%201%3A22&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%202%3A17&version=KJV
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Application 
Where do your actions contradict what you profess? Change one pattern of speech and show practical care to 
someone in need. Study faith and works alongside Romans rather than treating the letters as slogans against each 
other. 

Reading focus  James 1–5 
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New Testament  /  General Letters 

1 Peter 
Author 
The letter names Peter (1:1), traditionally the apostle. Silvanus is associated with its writing or delivery (5:12); Petrine 
authorship is debated in modern scholarship. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Simon Peter was a Galilean fisherman and brother of Andrew. Jesus called him to follow, and he became a leading 
apostolic witness. After denying Jesus and being restored, he preached at Pentecost and helped recognize Gentile 
inclusion (Matthew 4:18–20; John 21; Acts 2; 10–11). 

Relationship to Christ 
Traditionally Peter was one of the Twelve, a witness of Jesus’ ministry, and restored by the risen Lord (John 21:15–
19). The letter speaks as a witness of Christ’s sufferings (1 Peter 5:1). Later-author theories leave that writer’s direct 
contact unknown. 

How the Author Died 
Early Christian tradition reports crucifixion in Rome under Nero; a tradition preserved by Eusebius describes it as 
head downward [H1, H3]. John 21:18–19 anticipates Peter’s death but does not narrate the execution. 

Date of Writing 
Traditionally in the early AD 60s before Peter’s death. Later-author theories place it toward the end of the first 
century, with some proposals extending into the early second. The nature of the opposition does not fix one year. 
[C60] 

Place of Writing 
“Babylon” in 1 Peter 5:13 is commonly understood as a symbolic reference to Rome, making Rome the usual 
proposal. A literal location and later composition have also been discussed. 

Historical Context 
Christians in Asia Minor face hostility and need hope, holiness, and faithful conduct. The letter presents them as 
God’s people and encourages endurance modeled on Christ’s suffering and resurrection. 

Cultural Context 
Household relationships, public honor, civic obligations, baptismal identity, and minority status shape the 
exhortations. Being called strangers or exiles communicates belonging as well as social vulnerability. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Roman provincial society linked religion with public and household loyalty. Refusal to share expected practices could 
invite suspicion or local harassment; the text need not imply a documented empire-wide persecution. 
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Summary 
First Peter encourages believers who experience exclusion and suffering because of their Christian identity. The 
opening celebrates a living hope grounded in Jesus’ resurrection and an inheritance that earthly loss cannot destroy 
(1:1–12). This hope leads to holiness, reverence, sincere love, and renewed dependence on God’s enduring word 
(1:13–2:3). 
The readers are described as living stones being built into a spiritual house, a people called to declare God’s goodness 
(2:4–10). Their belonging to God gives them a public responsibility among neighbors who may misunderstand or 
accuse them. Instructions about civic authority, household relationships, and community life ask how honorable 
conduct can bear witness in difficult social circumstances (2:11–3:12). 
Christ’s suffering supplies the central pattern for responding to unjust treatment without retaliatory evil. The letter 
urges believers to explain their hope with gentleness and respect, maintain a good conscience, and continue doing 
good (3:13–4:19). Its difficult passages about Christ’s proclamation and baptism have been interpreted in different 
ways; the surrounding argument emphasizes Christ’s victory and the believer’s allegiance to him. 
The final chapter calls elders to willing, exemplary care and the whole community to humility, vigilance, and steadfast 
trust (5). Suffering is neither the measure of God’s absence nor permission for despair. The letter joins future 
restoration with present responsibility, inviting believers to remain faithful, support one another, and entrust 
themselves to their Creator. 

Key Themes 
Living hope; holy identity; witness amid hostility; Christ's suffering; mutual service. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Living stones form a spiritual house (2:4–5). A royal priesthood portrays the community's calling (2:9). Refining fire 
depicts faith tested through hardship (1:6–7). A roaring lion portrays the devil's threat (5:8). 

Key Verses 

1 Peter 1:3 
“hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” 

Selected KJV text. New birth and living hope are grounded in Christ’s resurrection. 
Read the complete passage 

1 Peter 5:7 
“Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.” 

Selected KJV text. Humility includes entrusting anxiety to God’s care. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Acts portrays Peter’s ministry. Isaiah 53 underlies 1 Peter 2:22–25; Exodus 19:5–6 informs 2:9. James and Hebrews 
offer related instruction on endurance, while 2 Peter is traditionally associated with the same apostle. 

Application 
How can you respond to hostility with integrity and hope? Serve through the gifts you have received. Instructions 
about endurance must not be used to prevent someone from seeking protection from abuse. 
Reading focus  1 Peter 1–5 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%201%3A3&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%205%3A7&version=KJV
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New Testament  /  General Letters 

2 Peter 
Author 
The letter names Simon Peter (1:1). Traditionally attributed to the apostle; its authorship is particularly debated in 
modern scholarship. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
Simon Peter was a Galilean fisherman and brother of Andrew. Jesus called him to follow, and he became a leading 
apostolic witness. After denying Jesus and being restored, he preached at Pentecost and helped recognize Gentile 
inclusion (Matthew 4:18–20; John 21; Acts 2; 10–11). 

Relationship to Christ 
The letter presents Peter as a servant and apostle of Christ and a witness of the transfiguration (2 Peter 1:16–18). 
Under traditional authorship he personally knew Jesus; if written later in Peter’s name, the actual writer’s direct 
contact cannot be established. 

How the Author Died 
Early Christian tradition reports crucifixion in Rome under Nero; a tradition preserved by Eusebius describes it as 
head downward [H1, H3]. John 21:18–19 anticipates Peter’s death but does not narrate the execution. 

Date of Writing 
Traditionally shortly before Peter’s death, around AD 64–68. Many scholars regard it as later, often placing it in the 
late first or early second century, approximately AD 80–125; exact dating is debated. [C61] 

Place of Writing 
Rome is the traditional proposal under Peter’s authorship. A later author’s location is unknown. The text does not 
name its actual writing site. 

Historical Context 
The church faces deceptive teachers and mockery concerning Christ’s delayed return. The letter appeals to apostolic 
witness and Scripture while urging growth in holiness and patience with God’s timing. 

Cultural Context 
Testament-like farewell, moral instruction, scriptural interpretation, and apocalyptic expectation shape the book. Its 
reference to Paul’s letters shows their recognized importance but does not give a precise date for their collection. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Greco-Roman societies accommodated philosophical skepticism and diverse views of divine judgment. Under a later 
date, Christians were preserving apostolic teaching after the first generation while navigating continuing Roman 
social pressures. 
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Summary 
Second Peter calls believers to grow in the life they have received through God’s promises. Faith is to develop into 
goodness, knowledge, self-control, endurance, godliness, mutual affection, and love (1:1–11). These qualities describe 
active maturity rather than spiritual status without transformation. 
The letter then stresses the importance of remembering apostolic testimony. Peter recalls the transfiguration and 
connects this witness with the prophetic word (1:12–21). The community is being prepared to hold to reliable 
instruction after the departure of its teachers, rather than follow messages shaped by private ambition. 
Chapter 2 warns against destructive teachers whose conduct reveals greed, exploitation, and disregard for 
accountability. Examples of judgment and rescue from earlier biblical history show that God can distinguish 
wrongdoing from faithfulness. The chapter’s severe imagery underscores the danger of promising freedom while 
becoming enslaved to corruption. 
Chapter 3 answers scoffers who treat the apparent delay of Christ’s coming as evidence that judgment will never 
occur. God’s patience allows opportunity for repentance, and divine time cannot be reduced to human impatience. 
The promise of new heavens and a new earth therefore calls for holy and peaceable living now. The closing warning 
about distorted readings of Paul reinforces the need for careful interpretation, steadfastness, and growth in the grace 
and knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

Key Themes 
Growth in faith; trustworthy testimony; discernment; judgment; God's patience; future renewal. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
A lamp shining in darkness illustrates the prophetic word (1:19). Water and fire frame judgment imagery (3). New 
heavens and a new earth express the hope of righteousness dwelling in God's renewed world (3:13). 

Key Verses 

2 Peter 3:9 
“not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 

Selected KJV text. God’s patience opens the way for repentance. 
Read the complete passage 

2 Peter 3:18 
“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

Selected KJV text. The closing call joins growth in grace with knowledge of Christ. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
Jude has especially close literary parallels with 2 Peter 2. Matthew 17:1–8, Mark 9:2–8, and Luke 9:28–36 narrate the 
transfiguration. 1 Thessalonians and Revelation provide related teaching about Christ’s coming. 

Application 
How are knowledge and character growing together? Examine teachers' conduct as well as their claims. Let God's 
patience encourage repentance, and avoid turning prophetic language into a timetable. 
Reading focus  2 Peter 1–3 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%203%3A9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Peter%203%3A18&version=KJV
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New Testament  /  General Letters 

1 John 
Author 
Internally anonymous. Traditionally attributed to John the apostle and associated with the same testimony and 
theological language as the Gospel of John. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
John, the traditionally identified author, was a son of Zebedee, brother of James, and fisherman called by Jesus. He 
belonged to the Twelve and witnessed important events in Jesus’ ministry. He later served as a prominent witness in 
Jerusalem (Mark 1:19–20; 3:17; 9:2; Acts 3–4). The literary author’s identification remains debated. 

Relationship to Christ 
Traditionally John the apostle personally knew Jesus. The opening appeals to what was heard, seen, and touched (1 
John 1:1–3). Scholars debate whether the final writer was that witness or a leader conveying the Johannine 
community’s testimony. 

How the Author Died 
Christian tradition places John’s death at Ephesus in old age, commonly understood as a natural death [H3]. 
Scripture does not record his death or verify its cause. 

Date of Writing 
Usually near the end of the first century, often around AD 85–100. Its precise relation in time to the Gospel of John 
is debated; the letter provides no named reign or year. [C62] 

Place of Writing 
Asia Minor, particularly Ephesus, is the traditional proposal. The actual location is unknown; connections with the 
Gospel do not prove a writing city. 

Historical Context 
A community has suffered division over teaching about Jesus and the marks of genuine faith. The author joins 
confession of Christ’s incarnation with obedience and love, offering assurance to those who remain faithful. 

Cultural Context 
Household fellowship, shared teaching, communal boundaries, and moral testing shape the argument. Terms such as 
light, darkness, world, and antichrist must be read within the letter’s theological contrasts. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Greek-speaking Roman communities encountered varied religions and ideas about matter, spirit, and divinity. The 
opponents’ exact system is uncertain; calling them a fully developed later Gnostic movement would go beyond secure 
evidence. 
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Summary 
First John opens with testimony concerning the life revealed in Jesus Christ and the fellowship this revelation makes 
possible (1:1–4). The proclamation that God is light leads directly to honest confession and dependence on Christ’s 
cleansing and advocacy (1:5–2:2). Fellowship cannot be sustained through denial of sin or a profession that excuses 
disobedience. 
The letter returns repeatedly to related tests of Christian life: trust in Jesus Christ, obedience to God, and love for 
fellow believers. Its warnings against loving the world and against deceivers address pressures threatening the 
community’s confession and belonging (2). Readers are urged to remain in what they heard from the beginning. 
The identity of believers as God’s children shapes their conduct (3). Love is illustrated by Christ’s self-giving and must 
extend beyond words to material help for people in need. Discernment also matters: claims to spiritual authority are 
tested by their confession concerning Jesus Christ and by their relationship to the apostolic witness (4:1–6). 
The declaration that God is love gathers the letter’s message into the relationship between God’s initiative and the 
community’s response (4:7–5:5). The final passages connect faith, God’s testimony about the Son, assurance of 
eternal life, and confidence in prayer (5:6–21). The letter’s recurring themes form a pastoral invitation to assurance 
rooted in Christ and expressed through truthful, obedient, generous life together. 

Key Themes 
Jesus truly come in the flesh; fellowship; confession and forgiveness; obedience; love; assurance of eternal life. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Light and darkness depict holiness and deception (1:5–7). Family language expresses identity as God's children (3). 
Anointing refers to God's provision enabling believers to remain in the truth (2:20–27); it does not dismiss 
responsible teaching. 

Key Verses 

1 John 1:9 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

Selected KJV text. Fellowship with God includes truthful confession and cleansing. 
Read the complete passage 

1 John 5:13 
“that ye may know that ye have eternal life” 

Selected KJV text. The letter seeks assurance grounded in faith in God’s Son. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
John shares vocabulary about life, light, truth, and love. 2–3 John address related community questions. Compare 
John 13:34–35 with 1 John 3:11–18; James provides thematic parallels on faith expressed in action. 

Application 
Are belief, conduct, and love consistent in your life? Confess a known sin and repair harm. Ground assurance in 
Christ while taking the call to love and obedience seriously. 
Reading focus  1 John 1–5 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%201%3A9&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%205%3A13&version=KJV
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New Testament  /  General Letters 

2 John 
Author 
The writer calls himself the elder (1), traditionally identified with John the apostle. His exact identity is not stated. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
John, the traditionally identified author, was a son of Zebedee, brother of James, and fisherman called by Jesus. He 
belonged to the Twelve and witnessed important events in Jesus’ ministry. He later served as a prominent witness in 
Jerusalem (Mark 1:19–20; 3:17; 9:2; Acts 3–4). The literary author’s identification remains debated. 

Relationship to Christ 
The author calls himself “the elder.” Traditionally identified with John the apostle, he would have personally known 
Jesus; if another Johannine leader wrote it, direct contact is unknown. His expressed relationship is allegiance to 
Christ’s teaching (2 John 9). 

How the Author Died 
Christian tradition places John’s death at Ephesus in old age, commonly understood as a natural death [H3]. 
Scripture does not record his death or verify its cause. 

Date of Writing 
Usually late first century, often around AD 85–100, in the same broad setting as the other Johannine writings. No 
exact date is supplied. [C63] 

Place of Writing 
Ephesus or wider Asia Minor is the traditional proposal. The text does not name the location, and the identity of the 
“elect lady” does not settle it. 

Historical Context 
The letter warns a community or household against teachers who deny Jesus Christ’s coming in the flesh. It urges love 
within the truth while refusing support that would advance deceptive teaching. 

Cultural Context 
Traveling teachers depended on hospitality and household networks. Receiving a messenger could supply lodging, 
public endorsement, and practical support; the warning therefore concerns participation in a mission, not the 
abandonment of ordinary kindness. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Roman roads and sea routes enabled teachers and traders to circulate among cities. Established religious and 
philosophical networks also used personal patronage, making discernment about visiting instructors a practical 
community issue. 
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Summary 
Second John joins truth and love in a brief message to the chosen lady and her children, understood by many readers 
as a way of addressing a church and its members. The greeting presents grace, mercy, and peace within a shared 
commitment to truth (1–3). Joy over faithful conduct is followed by the familiar command that believers love one 
another (4–6). 
Love is explained through walking according to God’s commands. It is therefore more than warmth or agreement 
with whatever another person teaches. The letter warns about deceivers who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ coming 
in the flesh and urges the recipients to remain in Christ’s teaching (7–9). 
The instruction not to receive or endorse such teachers concerns participation in a misleading mission (10–11). In a 
setting where traveling teachers depended on household hospitality, providing a welcome could also supply a 
platform and material support. The warning should be understood in that context rather than turned into a general 
prohibition on kindness toward people with differing beliefs. 
The closing desire for a personal visit shows that written correction serves an ongoing relationship and shared joy (12–
13). The letter asks a small community to hold together genuine affection, faithful confession, and discernment about 
whom it authorizes to teach. 

Key Themes 
Truth joined with love; obedience; Christ's incarnation; discernment in hospitality and support. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Walking describes a continuing pattern of obedience (4–6). The lady and her children may be a personal address or a 
literary way of referring to a congregation. Remaining in Christ's teaching depicts faithful continuity (9). 

Key Verses 

2 John 6 
“And this is love, that we walk after his commandments.” 

Selected KJV text. Love is expressed in faithful conduct. 
Read the complete passage 

2 John 9 
“He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.” 

Selected KJV text. Faithfulness to the teaching about Christ matters for genuine fellowship. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
1 John expands the same themes of incarnation, love, and deception. 3 John addresses hospitality from another angle. 
John 13:34–35 supplies a close parallel to the command to love. 

Application 
How can you show kindness while assessing what you are being asked to endorse? Examine teaching about Jesus 
before giving it a platform. Avoid using this warning to justify contempt toward people who disagree. 
Reading focus  2 John 1–13 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20John%206&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20John%209&version=KJV
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New Testament  /  General Letters 

3 John 
Author 
The writer calls himself the elder (1), traditionally identified with John the apostle. The text does not give his personal 
name. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
John, the traditionally identified author, was a son of Zebedee, brother of James, and fisherman called by Jesus. He 
belonged to the Twelve and witnessed important events in Jesus’ ministry. He later served as a prominent witness in 
Jerusalem (Mark 1:19–20; 3:17; 9:2; Acts 3–4). The literary author’s identification remains debated. 

Relationship to Christ 
The writer identifies himself as “the elder.” Traditional identification with John the apostle implies direct discipleship 
under Jesus; an alternative Johannine leader’s personal contact is unknown. His devotion is expressed through truth 
and support of Christ’s messengers. 

How the Author Died 
Christian tradition places John’s death at Ephesus in old age, commonly understood as a natural death [H3]. 
Scripture does not record his death or verify its cause. 

Date of Writing 
Usually late first century, often around AD 85–100. Its shared style with 2 John suggests a related setting, but does 
not establish an exact year or sequence. [C64] 

Place of Writing 
Traditionally Ephesus or Asia Minor; the actual place is unknown. Neither Gaius’ identity nor the mention of other 
leaders determines the writing city. 

Historical Context 
The elder praises Gaius for welcoming traveling believers, criticizes Diotrephes’ refusal of hospitality, and commends 
Demetrius. The letter reveals conflict over authority and mission support within local church life. 

Cultural Context 
Household hosting, recommendation, reputation, and personal leadership shaped missionary networks. Hospitality 
was a concrete contribution to the spread of teaching, and excluding messengers could obstruct the wider church’s 
work. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Travelers in Roman provinces often relied on personal hosts and patrons. Christian mission used those networks 
while seeking support from believers rather than dependence on the nonbelieving audiences it served. 
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Summary 
Third John addresses Gaius, whose faithfulness is evident in both his conduct and his welcome of traveling Christian 
workers. The opening expresses joy that he is walking in the truth (1–4). His hospitality has served people who were 
strangers to him but were engaged in a shared gospel mission (5–8). 
Supporting these workers makes the host a fellow participant in their work. The letter therefore treats material 
assistance, lodging, and welcome as meaningful forms of Christian service. Faithfulness is expressed through practical 
generosity as well as through personal belief. 
The contrast appears in Diotrephes, who seeks prominence, rejects the writer’s authority, speaks maliciously, and 
obstructs hospitality (9–10). His behavior harms both visiting workers and local believers who want to help them. 
The problem is an exercise of leadership that protects personal control at the expense of truth and fellowship. 
Gaius is urged to imitate what is good, and Demetrius receives a positive testimony from the community and the 
truth itself (11–12). The closing anticipates a personal visit and sends greetings to friends. This short letter reveals 
how the spread of the gospel depended on relationships among churches, teachers, and households. It asks readers to 
evaluate leadership by its conduct and to recognize the spiritual importance of generous, trustworthy cooperation. 

Key Themes 
Truth in conduct; hospitality; partnership in mission; accountable leadership; imitation of good. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Walking in truth portrays consistent faithful living (3–4). Becoming fellow workers expresses partnership through 
practical support (8). Diotrephes embodies the damage caused by a desire for preeminence (9–10). 

Key Verses 

3 John 4 
“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.” 

Selected KJV text. The elder rejoices in consistent faithful living. 
Read the complete passage 

3 John 8 
“We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be fellowhelpers to the truth.” 

Selected KJV text. Practical support makes believers partners in faithful mission. 
Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
2 John warns against supporting deceptive teachers; 3 John urges support for faithful ones. 1 John supplies the 
broader truth-and-love framework. Acts 16:14–15 gives a narrative example of hospitality enabling mission. 

Application 
How can you support trustworthy ministry through hospitality or resources? Does a desire for control interfere with 
welcome? Read the prayer for well-being in verse 2 as a personal wish, not a universal promise of wealth and health. 
Reading focus  The complete letter of 3 John 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=3%20John%204&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=3%20John%208&version=KJV
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New Testament  /  General Letters 

Jude 
Author 
The writer names himself Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James (1), traditionally identified as a brother 
of Jesus. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The writer calls himself a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James (Jude 1). Traditional identification connects 
him with Jude named among Jesus’ brothers (Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3). His personal ministry is sparsely recorded. 
He should not be automatically identified with every New Testament person called Judas or Jude. 

Relationship to Christ 
Jude calls himself Christ’s servant and James’ brother (Jude 1). Traditionally he is the brother of Jesus named in 
Matthew 13:55, distinct from the apostle Judas. His family connection does not replace the letter’s emphasis on 
serving Christ. 

How the Author Died 
Unknown for the letter’s author. Martyrdom traditions about the apostle Jude or Thaddaeus depend on an 
identification that is not established for this writer. 

Date of Writing 
Uncertain, commonly placed in the second half of the first century. Proposals range from around AD 60–80 to the 
late first or early second century under later-author theories; no exact year is established. [C65] 

Place of Writing 
Unknown. Neither the general address nor Jude’s traditional family identification establishes Jerusalem or another 
city as the composition site. 

Historical Context 
False teachers have entered the community and distort grace into license. Jude interrupts a planned treatment of 
salvation to urge defense of the received faith and merciful help for endangered believers. 

Cultural Context 
Jewish interpretive traditions, remembered biblical judgments, communal meals, and authoritative teaching shape the 
warning. References to Enoch and a dispute over Moses show familiarity with traditions beyond the books of the Old 
Testament canon. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
The recipients lived within a broader Greek-speaking world of competing religious and ethical claims, though their 
region is unknown. The exact opponents’ movement cannot be identified confidently as one fully developed later 
school. 
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Summary 
Jude writes to believers who are called, loved, and kept, but whose community faces a serious internal threat. His 
original intention to discuss their shared salvation gives way to an urgent appeal to contend for the faith entrusted to 
God’s people (1–4). The danger comes from people who distort grace into permission for wrongdoing and deny the 
authority of Jesus Christ. 

A series of biblical examples and traditional illustrations exposes the seriousness of rebellion, exploitation, and corrupt 
teaching (5–16). Jude draws on Israel’s wilderness experience, accounts of judgment, and Jewish traditions familiar to 
his audience. These comparisons describe conduct that destroys community and resists God, rather than supplying a 
model for suspicion toward every disagreement. 

The readers are reminded that apostolic warnings prepared them for divisive behavior (17–19). Their response should 
begin with building themselves up in faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, remaining in God’s love, and awaiting Christ’s 
mercy (20–21). Contending for the faith includes sustained spiritual life, not merely argument. 

The final instructions call for discerning mercy toward people affected by the danger, with care appropriate to their 
circumstances (22–23). The concluding praise directs attention to God’s ability to keep his people and bring them 
into his presence with joy (24–25). Jude balances a severe warning with a confident vision of divine preservation and a 
practical summons to restore others. 

Key Themes 
Faithfulness to the gospel; moral accountability; judgment; discernment; mercy; God's preserving power. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Waterless clouds and fruitless trees expose teachers who promise nourishment but fail to provide it (12). Wandering 
stars portray unreliability (13). Rescuing someone from fire conveys urgent mercy (23). 

Key Verses 

Jude 3 
“earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” 

Selected KJV text. The church must preserve its received faith against distortion. 

Read the complete passage 

Jude 24 
“Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling” 

Selected KJV text. The closing praise grounds perseverance in God’s preserving power. 

Read the complete passage 

Parallel Biblical Books 
2 Peter 2 has close literary parallels; many scholars regard Jude as earlier. Genesis 19, Numbers 16, and wilderness 
narratives supply warning examples. 1 John and the Pastoral Letters also address deceptive teaching with distinct 
concerns. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude%203&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude%2024&version=KJV
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Application 
How can you protect sound teaching while showing mercy to those who doubt? Build faithful habits of prayer and 
community. Do not assume Jude's use of Jewish traditional material makes every related work biblical Scripture. 

Reading focus  Jude 1–25 
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New Testament  /  Apocalypse 

Revelation 
Author 
The author identifies himself as John, writing from Patmos (1:1, 4, 9). Traditionally identified with John the apostle; 
that identification is debated. 

Brief Biography of the Author 
The writer identifies himself as John, a fellow participant in suffering, kingdom, and endurance, on Patmos because 
of God’s word and Jesus’ testimony (Revelation 1:9). Tradition identifies him with John the apostle, the son of 
Zebedee. If that identification is accepted, the apostle’s biography applies; the text alone does not establish it. 

Relationship to Christ 
The author names himself John and describes himself as Christ’s servant and a fellow participant in suffering and 
hope (Revelation 1:1, 9). Traditional identification with the apostle is debated; the book records visions of the risen 
Christ, not an explicit claim to membership among the Twelve. 

How the Author Died 
The writer’s death is not recorded. If he is John the apostle, Christian tradition places his death at Ephesus in old age 
[H3]; that identification and manner of death are not established by Revelation. 

Date of Writing 
Most commonly around AD 95–96 near the end of Domitian’s reign. Some propose the late AD 60s under Nero or 
shortly afterward. The dating depends on how internal imagery and early testimony are assessed. [C66] 

Place of Writing 
Patmos is the stated location where John received the visions (Revelation 1:9). Writing there is plausible, but the text 
does not establish whether every stage of the final book was completed on the island. 

Historical Context 
Seven churches in Roman Asia face pressures toward compromise, spiritual complacency, and sometimes 
persecution. The visions interpret their struggle through Christ’s victory and God’s coming judgment, renewal, and 
presence. 

Cultural Context 
Apocalyptic visions, prophetic symbolism, worship, letters, and repeated images from Israel’s Scriptures shape the 
book. Interpret its numbers and imagery within this literary world before assigning them to modern events. 

Surrounding Nations and Cultures 
Roman imperial power, civic and emperor-related worship, trade, and unequal wealth form the wider background. 
The text attests suffering, but a uniform empire-wide persecution under Domitian should not be assumed as an 
established historical fact. 
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Summary 
Revelation presents its visions as the revelation of Jesus Christ given for the churches. The opening vision of the risen 
Lord introduces messages to seven churches whose circumstances include persecution, complacency, compromise, 
and faithful endurance (1–3). Each church is called to hear, repent where necessary, and overcome through allegiance 
to Christ. 

The heavenly throne room and the scroll opened by the slain yet living Lamb establish the center of the book’s 
interpretation of history (4–5). Power belongs finally to God, and the Lamb’s victory is inseparable from his sacrificial 
death. The sequences of seals, trumpets, and bowls portray judgment, upheaval, witness, and the exposure of evil (6–
16). Readers differ over how these sequences relate chronologically; their shared theological force is God’s opposition 
to evil and his claim upon creation. 

Visions of the dragon, beasts, and Babylon reveal spiritual hostility expressed through deceptive power, idolatrous 
allegiance, persecution, and luxurious exploitation. Babylon’s fall contrasts with heaven’s rejoicing and the marriage 
celebration of the Lamb (17–19). Judgment and the defeat of evil culminate in the vindication of God’s justice (19–
20). 

The final vision moves beyond destruction to new creation: a new heaven and earth, the holy city, God dwelling with 
his people, and the removal of death, sorrow, and the curse (21–22). The river and tree of life recall and transform the 
imagery of Genesis. Revelation closes with an invitation, a warning, and the promise of Christ’s coming. Its message 
equips churches to worship faithfully, resist corrupt allegiance, endure suffering, and live in hope of God’s completed 
restoration. 

Key Themes 
Christ's victory; faithful witness; worship; resistance to idolatry; God's justice; renewed creation. 

Symbolism and Imagery 
Lampstands represent churches (1:20). The slain Lamb portrays Christ's victory through sacrifice (5). Beasts depict 
powers opposed to God (13). Babylon portrays corrupting oppression (17–18). The bride and New Jerusalem express 
God's restored people and dwelling (21–22). 

Key Verses 

Revelation 1:8 
“I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord” 

Selected KJV text. God’s sovereignty encompasses history’s beginning and end. 

Read the complete passage 

Revelation 21:4 

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death” 

Selected KJV text. Renewed creation includes the end of death and the healing of grief. 

Read the complete passage 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%201%3A8&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2021%3A4&version=KJV
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Parallel Biblical Books 
Daniel supplies beasts and heavenly-court imagery; Ezekiel supplies restored-city and river imagery. Exodus provides 
plagues and deliverance patterns. Matthew 24 and 2 Thessalonians offer related end-time teaching without being 
identical accounts. 

Application 
What pressure tempts you to compromise worship or integrity? Practice faithful witness and hope. Christians differ 
on the visions' chronology and fulfillment; begin with the book's own explanations and Old Testament echoes. 

Reading focus  Revelation 1–5; 12–14; 18–22 
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Sources and Further Study 
Historical Sources for Death Accounts 

These sources document what a writer or tradition reports; their inclusion does not make every account equally 
reliable. Scripture remains distinct from nonbiblical historical testimony. Dates and methods should not be asserted 
beyond the evidence stated on the study pages. 

H1 Paul and Peter 

Eusebius, Church History 2.25.5–8, preserves the tradition that Paul was beheaded and Peter crucified in Rome 
under Nero. This is a nonbiblical witness, written substantially later than the events. Paul’s letters and Acts do not 
narrate his execution. 

Eusebius   Church History Book II 

H2 James the Brother of Jesus 

Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews 20.9.1, reports that the high priest Ananus brought James, identified as Jesus’ 
brother, and others before a council and delivered them to stoning. This is conventionally placed in AD 62. Eusebius 
preserves additional Christian accounts with differing details. This James is distinct from James son of Zebedee in 
Acts 12:2. 

Josephus   Antiquities Book XX 

H3 Peter and John 

Eusebius, Church History 3.1, preserves a report attributed to Origen describing Peter’s crucifixion head downward 
and places John’s death at Ephesus. Later Christian accounts describe John dying at a great age. The familiar natural-
death account is traditional, not a narrated biblical event. Revelation’s John is not explicitly called the son of Zebedee. 

Eusebius   Church History Book III 

Historical reference   John the Evangelist 

H4 Isaiah 

The Ascension of Isaiah preserves a story of Isaiah being sawn apart under Manasseh. The story is later than Isaiah’s 
lifetime. Hebrews 11:37 refers to unnamed sufferers and does not independently identify Isaiah as one of them. 

Historical reference   Isaiah and the martyrdom tradition 

Further Historical Notes and Study Resources 

H5 Matthew 

Later traditions describe Matthew’s martyrdom but disagree about its location and method. A specific death by 
sword, fire, stoning, or beheading should not be presented as a securely established biblical fact. 

Historical reference   Matthew 

H6 Mark 

The Acts of Mark and later accounts describe death after being dragged through Alexandria. The Catholic 
Encyclopedia’s historical entry notes the lack of evidence before the fourth century for that martyrdom account. This 
is a later tradition, not Scripture. 

https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/250102.htm
https://penelope.uchicago.edu/josephus/ant-20.html
https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/250103.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08492a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08179b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10056b.htm
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Historical reference   Mark 

H7 Luke 

Later sources offer differing ages and places of death and disagree about whether Luke was a martyr. The available 
accounts do not justify a confident statement that he was hanged or that he certainly died naturally. 

Historical reference   Luke 

H8 Jeremiah 

A later tradition reports Jeremiah’s stoning in Egypt. Scripture describes his journey there but does not narrate his 
death. The tradition should therefore be distinguished from the biblical record. 

Historical reference   Jeremiah 

Biblical Text and Author Information 

Biography claims are supported chiefly by the biblical references given within each profile. Key verse wording uses the 
King James Version, with selected portions labeled as such. The older historical reference entries above are consulted 
for the traditions they preserve; their denominational interpretations are not binding on this guide. 

Bible Gateway   King James Version 

Resources for Continued Study 

Primary Study References 

Read the complete biblical books and the passages listed in each entry. The summaries, explanations, and applications 
are original study notes. Author biographies concern identified or traditionally associated figures and do not settle 
disputed authorship questions. Ancient death stories remain evidence about a tradition unless the underlying event is 
established independently. 

Authorship Resources 

The following resources provide additional discussion of traditional attribution and uncertainty. Read them as 
scholarly or theological perspectives and compare their explanations with the biblical text. 

Zondervan Academic   Who Wrote the Book of Genesis 

Bible Gateway   Introduction to Hebrews 

Bible Gateway   The Pastoral Epistles 

Bible Gateway   The Epistles of John 

BibleProject   Book Guides 

A Useful Study Routine 

Read a complete passage. List what it actually says. Identify its setting, argument, or poetic movement. Compare a 
related passage without erasing either context. Discuss uncertainties with a trusted teacher and a reliable commentary. 
Write an appropriate prayer and one action you can take. Revisit your conclusions after finishing the book. 

Questions to Carry Through the Bible 

What does this passage reveal about God? What human need or failure does it expose? How does its place in the 
biblical story affect its meaning? Which images does the author explain? What response is called for, and to whom? 
Where should you distinguish a command, a promise, a prayer, a proverb, and a narrated event? 

https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09672c.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09420a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08334a.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/King-James-Version-KJV-Bible/
https://zondervanacademic.com/blog/who-wrote-genesis
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/intro/?search=Hebrews&version=NABRE
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/encyclopedia-of-the-bible/Pastoral-Epistles
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/encyclopedia-of-the-bible/Epistles-John
https://bibleproject.com/guides/
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Context Sources and Further Reading 
C01–C66 identify the corresponding book introductions in the New American Bible Revised Edition, published 
online by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. These resources offer historical and literary discussions, 
often reflecting critical scholarship. Traditional alternatives are identified separately in the studies; the guide retains 
the Protestant 66-book order and KJV verse selections. Biblical cross-references are the primary basis for the 
relationships to Christ and parallels. 

C01  Genesis — Book Introduction 

C02  Exodus — Book Introduction 

C03  Leviticus — Book Introduction 

C04  Numbers — Book Introduction 

C05  Deuteronomy — Book Introduction 

C06  Joshua — Book Introduction 

C07  Judges — Book Introduction 

C08  Ruth — Book Introduction 

C09  1 Samuel — Book Introduction 

C10  2 Samuel — Book Introduction 

C11  1 Kings — Book Introduction 

C12  2 Kings — Book Introduction 

C13  1 Chronicles — Book Introduction 

C14  2 Chronicles — Book Introduction 

C15  Ezra — Book Introduction 

C16  Nehemiah — Book Introduction 

C17  Esther — Book Introduction 

C18  Job — Book Introduction 

C19  Psalms — Book Introduction 

C20  Proverbs — Book Introduction 

C21  Ecclesiastes — Book Introduction 

C22  Song of Solomon — Book Introduction 

C23  Isaiah — Book Introduction 

C24  Jeremiah — Book Introduction 

C25  Lamentations — Book Introduction 

C26  Ezekiel — Book Introduction 

C27  Daniel — Book Introduction 

C28  Hosea — Book Introduction 

C29  Joel — Book Introduction 

C30  Amos — Book Introduction 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/genesis/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/exodus/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/leviticus/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/numbers/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/deuteronomy/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/joshua/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/judges/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ruth/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1samuel/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2samuel/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1kings/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2kings/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1chronicles/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2chronicles/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ezra/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/nehemiah/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/esther/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/job/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/proverbs/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ecclesiastes/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/songofsongs/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jeremiah/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lamentations/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ezekiel/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/daniel/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hosea/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/joel/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/amos/0
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C31  Obadiah — Book Introduction 

C32  Jonah — Book Introduction 

C33  Micah — Book Introduction 

C34  Nahum — Book Introduction 

C35  Habakkuk — Book Introduction 

C36  Zephaniah — Book Introduction 

C37  Haggai — Book Introduction 

C38  Zechariah — Book Introduction 

C39  Malachi — Book Introduction 

C40  Matthew — Book Introduction 

C41  Mark — Book Introduction 

C42  Luke — Book Introduction 

C43  John — Book Introduction 

C44  Acts — Book Introduction 

C45  Romans — Book Introduction 

C46  1 Corinthians — Book Introduction 

C47  2 Corinthians — Book Introduction 

C48  Galatians — Book Introduction 

C49  Ephesians — Book Introduction 

C50  Philippians — Book Introduction 

C51  Colossians — Book Introduction 

C52  1 Thessalonians — Book Introduction 

C53  2 Thessalonians — Book Introduction 

C54  1 Timothy — Book Introduction 

C55  2 Timothy — Book Introduction 

C56  Titus — Book Introduction 

C57  Philemon — Book Introduction 

C58  Hebrews — Book Introduction 

C59  James — Book Introduction 

C60  1 Peter — Book Introduction 

C61  2 Peter — Book Introduction 

C62  1 John — Book Introduction 

C63  2 John — Book Introduction 

C64  3 John — Book Introduction 

C65  Jude — Book Introduction 

C66  Revelation — Book Introduction 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/obadiah/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jonah/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/micah/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/nahum/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/habakkuk/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/zephaniah/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/haggai/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/zechariah/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/malachi/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/romans/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2corinthians/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/galatians/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/philippians/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/colossians/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1thessalonians/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2thessalonians/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1timothy/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2timothy/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/titus/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/philemon/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/james/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1peter/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2peter/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1john/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2john/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/3john/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jude/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/revelation/0
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Dating and the Wider Ancient World 
Dates are estimates rather than a single agreed chronology. For a comparison of traditional dating proposals, use the 
Bible Gateway overview alongside the individual introductions. Museum resources below provide wider imperial and 
religious background; they are not evidence for the composition date of a particular biblical book. 

Bible Gateway — When Was the Bible Written? 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art — Mesopotamia, 1000 BC–AD 1 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art — Eastern Religions in the Roman World 

USCCB — Historical Books Introduction 

USCCB — New Testament Letters Introduction 

Study caution: biographical traditions are not equally secure. For unknown authors, neither their personal 
relationship to Jesus nor their manner of death can be reconstructed from the book’s theological message. A later-
composition proposal does not establish the identity of its compiler. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/learn/bible-101/about-the-bible/when-was-the-bible-written/
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/ht/04/wam.html
https://www.metmuseum.org/essays/eastern-religions-in-the-roman-world
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/historicalintroduction/0
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/newtestamentletters/0
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