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Maybe some of us came to church this morning carrying something heavy in our hearts.
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Maybe it is a prayer you have prayed many times, but nothing seems to change. A diagnosis. A son or daughter who is
far from home, far from faith. A marriage that is struggling. An overwhelming demand from school. A difficulty making a
life for yourself here in Vancouver. A grief that still pains your heart. Maybe it is something nobody else even knows
about.
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You smile. You go to work. You go to class. You take care of your family. You come to church. You sing the songs. You
fellowship. But inside, you are carrying that heavy burden. You have prayed. You have waited. And you are still waiting.
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Perhaps this is true for each and everyone of us, in different ways. | pray that His word would renew and uplift each one
of us this morning.
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The Church Under Pressure (v.1-5) EEIZTHIZHRES (1-579)

This is where we are in the story of the early Christians. The church has grown. The gospel has spread from Jerusalem to
Judea, Samaria, and now to Antioch. People from many nations are becoming followers of Jesus.
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But the church is also facing opposition, religiously and now politically.

ZAIM » Bt IR H NG K B 2200 E RN EBUE 2 ErYINE & -

Herod Agrippa is currently the king. He wants the approval of the Jewish leaders, so he begins attacking Christians. He
kills James, the brother of John. Then he sees that the people like what he has done. So he arrests Peter. Peter is thrown
into prison. He is in chains. Guards are watching him day and night.
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Herod plans to bring Peter out after Passover and put him on trial. Humanly speaking, things do not look good. And Luke,
the author of the book of Acts, does not try to sugar coat this. James is dead. Peter is in prison. The church is afraid.
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The first observation is this: The absence of an answer is not the absence of God.
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Sometimes we think that if we belong to God, everything should become easier. That every answer should be given to
us how and when we please. But that is not the story of Acts and the early Christians. HFH{EFA =LY » HERTE
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Following Jesus does not mean that trouble disappears. Actually quite the opposite oftentimes. Sometimes God's people
still get sick. Marriages still struggle. Children still make painful choices. People we love still die.
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Sometimes we fail hard. Sometimes we pray and the answer is not what we hoped for. The Bible does not hide these

things from us.
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But look at verse 5: So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.
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And there is that little word: But. Peter is in prison, BUT the church is praying earnestly for him. Herod has soldiers. The

church has prayers. Herod has power. God is with his church, his people.
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And | think that is one of the things Luke wants us to see. The situation is real, the danger is real, the fear is real. But God

is stiII there. That he is still God.
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And notice something else, as well. James has just been killed. The church most likely prayed before but James still died.
Now Peter is in prison. Yet, the church gathers and prays again. They do not say, “We prayed before and nothing
happened, why should we bother?” They still pray together. That is a real image of faith.
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Faith doesn’t mean we always understand what God is doing. Faith means we continue to bring our lives to God even
when we don’t understand. It is one of the most fundamental things about the Christian life. It is also one that | find we
often need reminding the most.
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| am sure that many of us can relate to the early church at that moment. In that room. We prayed for something, and
God did not answer the way we wanted. But we prayed again. And maybe we are still praying.
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Be encouraged and keep praying. Not because God is waiting for us to pray hard enough or pray often enough. But
because prayer reminds us that God is in control, even when we are not. Prayer helps us to trust, with peace and
confidence, all that we are carrying to him.
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And sometimes the most faithful prayer is very simple. Lord, help me. Lord, have mercy. Lord, | do not understand. Lord,
| trust you. Those prayers from the heart count and God hears them. In the midst of all that is happening, he is still God.
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The Prisoner Set Free (v.6-11)  #RHAVINIE (6-11 75)

It is now the night before Peter's trial. Peter is asleep and is chained between two guards. We're told that an angel of the
Lord comes into the prison. The angel wakes him up and the chains fall off. The angel then tells Peter to get up, put on
his belt, sandals, and cloaks.
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Then the angel says follow me. Peter follows. They walk past the guards. They come to the iron gate and the gate opens
by itself. Peter then proceeds to simply walk out of the prison.
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This part of the story always makes me smile as | picture Peter strolling out the front door of the prison. It must have
been the most relaxed prison escape ever!
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The miracle here is simple: God rescued Peter. This rescue has nothing to do with Peter’s own abilities. God is the one
who rescued him.
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But notice something here. God tells Peter to walk but Peter still has to do some things on his own. To take the step.
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The second observation is this: The miracle is God's work; the next step is ours.
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Peter still has to put on his shoes. He still has to follow the angel. He still has to take the next step. He doesn’t know
where and how the whole escape will turn out. He only knows the next step.
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And sometimes that is how God leads us too. We often want the whole plan. We’re much more comfortable if God would
tell us exactly what is going to happen, how the situation will turn out, and what the next 5 or 10 years will look like.
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But God often does not give us that. Instead, with care, he shows us the next step to take. He calls us to trust him today,
take this next step, and keep going.
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We may not know what God will do tomorrow, next week, next month, but we can trust him today. We may not know
how the whole situation will work out, but we can take the next step with him.
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This morning, maybe your next step is to reconnect with someone. Maybe it is to forgive someone. Maybe it is to ask for
help. Maybe it’s to let go of something you have been holding on to. Maybe to allow yourself to feel joy again. Maybe it
is to pray and seek the Lord again. Maybe it is simply to get up tomorrow morning and keep going.
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Our call is not to worry about the whole journey. Ask God for grace for the next step today. Peter did not get the whole
map. He got enough light for the next step. And that was enough.
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The Church Is Surprised (v.12-16)  ZH<SEFE|THEIF (12-16 1)

We're then told that after Peter realizes what has happened, he goes to the house where the church is praying. He knocks
on the door and a servant named Rhoda comes to answer. She hears Peter's voice. She knows it is Peter. She then gets
so excited that she forgets to open the door!
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| love this part of the story. Rhoda’s excitement is so genuine, so human. The very thing that they are praying for is
happening literally right in front of her. She is so overjoyed that she forgets to open the door and runs back inside and
tells everyone that it’s Peter.
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And what do the people say? “You are out of your mind!” They called her crazy! Think about that. They are praying for
Peter to be rescued. Not only is Peter rescued, he is standing right outside the door! And they don't believe it.
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| love that Luke tells us this. We see that the people in Acts were not superheroes. They were ordinary people. They were
afraid. They were confused. They had strong faith one moment and weak faith the next. And yet God answered their
prayers.
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The third observation is this: Our faith may be weak, but God's faithfulness is not.
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This should encourage each of us. Sometimes we might think "My faith is too weak”, or “my prayer is not good enough”,
or “I am struggling too much.”
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But Acts 12 reminds us that God does not answer our prayers because we pray perfectly. We pray because we need him.
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You can come to God with a strong faith. You can come to God with a weak faith. You can come to God and say, “Lord, |
believe. Help my unbelief.”
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You can come to him tired. You can come to him confused. You can come to him afraid. You can come to him in your
own language. You can come whenever wherever. Just come. Pray.
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There may be days when you feel like you are not praying very well. Pray anyway.
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There may be days when you cannot find the right words. The Spirit will intercede for you. Pray anyway. 1£ A EE{R {7~
RE - WAHIERIEH TR - ERSFENRES o RIRREES

There may be days when all you can say is, “Jesus, help me.” That is an earnest prayer.
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God is not waiting for you to become impressive before you come to him. This has never been the case throughout the
whole of scripture. God meets people in their weaknesses, failures, sin, and needs. He wants you to come. He is faithful.
He is still God.
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Tell the Story (v.17)  #iX/NEE (17 75)

After all of that commotion, Peter finally comes inside. Everyone is amazed and Peter tells them what happened. But
notice how Peter tells the story. He doesn't present himself as the one who escaped by his own strength or cleverness.
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He says, “The Lord brought me out of the prison.” The Lord rescued him. The Lord opened the gate. The Lord did all of it.
And then, Peter leaves. The story does not end with Peter becoming famous. The story continues because this is not
really a story about Peter. It is a story about God.
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The final observation is this: Our testimony is not about how strong we are, but about how faithful God is.
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When God answers a prayer, we thank him. When God provides, we tell the story. And when God does not answer our
prayer the way we hoped, we still tell the story of his faithfulness.
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Often, we are too quick to tell people what we accomplished. “l worked hard.” “I made the right decision.” “I figured it
out.” “I scored 100% on my test”
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But Peter says something different: “The Lord brought me out.” That should be the testimony of every Christians. That
should be our testimony, too.
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“I am here today because the Lord brought me through.”
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“I am able to accomplish this because the Lord gave me strength.”
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“I am able to ace my exam because the Lord grants me wisdom in my studies.”
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Giving God the glory doesn't mean pretending we didn't work hard. It means recognizing that even our ability to study,
to work, our opportunities, our strength, our wisdom, and the results we receive are ultimately gifts from God.
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Later on in the chapter, Luke tells us that eventually Herod himself dies and this is how the chapter ends: “But the word
of God continued to spread and flourished.”
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That is the point. Herod's story reminds us what happens when human beings believe that their power is ultimate. He
had soldiers. He had political power. He could kill James. He could imprison Peter. But he could not stop the purposes of
God.
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Kings come and go. People come and go. Peter comes and goes. James comes and goes. But God's word continues.
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The church does not depend on one human person. The gospel does not depend on one human leader. The church
belongs to Jesus.
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Trinity, our testimony is not that we have been clever enough, strong enough, or faithful enough to last 112 years. Our
testimony is that God has been faithful to us for 112 years.
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Generations of pastors have come and gone. Leaders have come and gone. Members have come and gone. Each one of
us here, we will go too. But Christ remains. His Word remains. His gospel remains. And his church belongs to him. So tell
the story and give all the glory to God.
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But God is Still God  {HIHf{cSREFH

As we conclude, I'd like to bring us back to this question: what do you do with prayers that are still waiting? You prayed.
Nothing has changed. And you are wondering where God is. Our text does not give us an easy answer. James died. Peter
was rescued. Same God. Different outcomes.
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The Bible does not tell us why James died. So we should be careful not to pretend that we know everything God is doing.
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Sometimes too quickly we say, “God did this because...” or “Everything happens for a reason.” We mean well. But | think
often the most faithful thing we can say to someone who is hurting is simply: “I don't know why this happened. But |
know God is with you.”
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Our passage today does show us this clearly: God has not disappeared. James's death did not mean God had lost control.
And Peter's rescue did not mean Peter would never suffer again. The Christian life is not a promise that every prison door
will open. It is a promise that Jesus will never leave his people. And we see that most clearly at the cross.
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When Jesus was arrested, no angel came to rescue him. Jesus went to the cross. He suffered. He died. And for three days,
it looked like the story was over.
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But it wasn't, was it? Jesus rose from the grave. And that is the greatest reason we can trust God. The God who raised
Jesus from the dead is still our God.
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So we keep on praying. We keep on trusting. We keep on taking that next step without seeing the whole map. And we
keep telling our stories for his glory.
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So whatever you are carrying today, remember that little word in verse 5: But.
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The situation may be difficult. But God is still God.{/RHYARE B TRIEYE » [HIHRIREH -

You may be afraid. But God is still with you. {/RE 15/ (M EVE - BIRARSIREIFE -

The door may still be closed. But keep praying. A5 A T2 2R BL b - (B 4KSERG4s -

You may not know what comes next. But take the next step. /RE /NI —TCFTH » HIBEH T~ —F -

Because your story is not finished. The waiting is not the end. The cross was not the end. Jesus is risen.
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And because Jesus is risen, we can have full confidence that whatever happens, God is still God. Whatever we face, Jesus
is still with us. Whatever tomorrow brings, we can take the next step. And whatever story God is writing, he will finish it.
For the good of those who love him and for his glory.
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Amen. PA[{] -



