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The 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Biblically understood, idolatry originates in the human decision to seek life and
salvation apart from the source of life in God. Idols are ‘imposters of God’, as
William Stringfellow has described them. They may be things, ideas, persons. or
institutions exalted and worshipped as gods. Rather than these finite realities
serving people, people come to serve and worship them as objects of ultimate
concern that are allowed to substitute for God. Idolatry denies the place of God as
the giver of life and the author of salvation, dehumanizes people by making them
pay homage to objects not deserving of worship, and denigrates the proper
vocation of things meant to be servants of human life, not rulers over it.

— Jim Wallis, Agenda for Biblical People]

GATHERING 22!

The Spirit gathers us in unity on the first day, the day of Christ’s resurrection

Prelude ™3 Umuziki mbere yo gutangira kuramya Tim Bailey
Gathering Song 2t Indirimbo yo guterana — “Oceans Will Part” by Ben Fielding
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In my life, Your will be done.

Centring Quiet 2 52 |8t =&t 7t Igihe cy'ituze cyo kwitegura gusenga

We together hold an intentional period of quiet, during which worshippers are invited to
centre themselves and prepare for the worship of God.

Greeting QIA}L Indamukanyo Youngsun Cheon, associate minister
One:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Many: And also with you.

Call to Worship 0|t 2 £& Guhamagarirwa Gusenga
Ross Shearer, diaconal ministries student
One:  You have found favour in my sight,
says the Lord:
I know you by name.
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Many: Show us your glory.

One: My presence will go with you,
and I will give you rest.

Many: Where you are is our rest!

* Hymn ZHS Indirimbo — “This Is God’s Wondrous World” Voices United #296

* Prayer of the Day 25 2| 7| T Isengesho ryo gufungura
One:  Letus pray.
Many: We come before you today, O God,
to worship you in your holy splendor.
Our hearts tremble before you,
Mindful of your goodness and mercy.
Show us your glory, we pray.
Reveal your presence with us
That we may be strengthened and sustained,
Now and for the journey to come;
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

* The Peace I 32| 2l A} Amahoro ya Kristo Pastor Youngsun
One: 2|22 "oyt G4l g SHA|Z| & BHE LT
The peace of Christ be with you all.

Many: And also with you.
All are invited to share signs of Christ’s peace with those around them.

Words of Welcome & News 1l S| 2~ 2! [kaze n'amatangazo

WOoRD 242

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

Anthem & ’5“3 ZHES 7} Indirimbo y'abaririmby The Choir
“Ev’ry Day Is a Day of Thanksgiving” by Leonard Burks

Ev’ry day is a day of thanksgiving, God,
you’ve been so good to me.
Ev'ry day you're blessing me.
Ev’ry day is a day of thanksgiving.
1 will glorify you, O my Lord, today!
You keep blessing me, blessing me, blessing me.
You opened the door that I might see,
you’re blessing me.
And you keep blessing me, blessing me, blessing me.
1 will glorify you, O my Lord, today!
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The Early Word 02! 0| A1 Ubutumwa bugenewe abana Ross Shear
with The Lord’s Prayer &| 57| =2} 7| % Isengesho ry'Umwami wacu

Worshippers are invited to pray The Lord’s Prayer in the language of their hearts. English,
French, German, Korean, Chinese, Punjabi, and Kinyarwanda versions of the Prayer are on
cards in the pews. The worship leader will pray in English.
ofulf ZHM Xt o2 £ A= otSE0 e AR FIEES HERIA 5= ASH
dof, =A0, SU0, =50, =0, HAIE0], F|LF22CI0] HE Q| FI| = F0|
ZHAof| "l x| = FtEo| ASUICH ofiuf AEX= B2 7| e WYLt
Abasenga batumiwe gusenga Isengesho ry'Umwami mu rurimi rw'imitima yabo. Iri sengesho
mu gifaransa, ikidage, igikoreya, igishinwa, igipunjabi n'ikinyarwanda riri ku makarita mu
ntebe. Umuyobozi w'itorero azasenga mu Cyongereza.
Many: Our Father, who artin Heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,

for Thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever & ever. Amen.

Children in grade 5 and younger are welcome to go with the leader(s)
to Children’s Church, in the Lounge on the lower level.

First Reading & Z & = Ibyanditswe Byera — Matthew 22:1-14 NTp. 24
Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available
to all, but the invitation is not to be taken lightly.

dfter the reading:
One:  Word of God, Word of Life.
Many: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading A 4 &= Ibyanditswe Byera — 32:1-20 oTp. 78

After Israel sinned by worshiping the golden calf, Moses interceded with God to
spare Israel, lest the Egyptians conclude that God had evil intents in the exodus.
Moses reminds God of the promises God made to Israel’s matriarchs and

patriarchs.
INENGLISH INANOTHER LANGUAGE
dfter the reading: dfter the reading:
One:  Word of God, Word of Life. One:  Amen.
Many: Thanks be to God. Many: Amen.
Sermon & 1! Ubutumwa — “The God We Cannot See” Pastor Youngsun

a brief moment of quiet follows the sermon

* Hymn %t& Indirimbo — “How Firm a Foundation” Voices United #660
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* Affirmation of Faith 21 22|

We are not alone,
we live in God’s world.

We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new;,
who works in us and others
by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus,
crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death,
in life beyond death,
God is with us.

We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSE St}
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We begin our lives of responding to the gospel, in prayer and offering

Responding with our Gifts & 91 Ituro

OFFERTORY MUSIC —

Tim Bailey

PRAYER REQUESTS — As the morning offering is collected:

— in-person worshippers can share prayer petitions (thanksgivings and intercessions,
joys and concerns) on the purple-topped prayer request cards found in the pew
racks and place them the offering plates as they are passed.

—  live-via-Zoom online worshippers are welcome to submit prayer petitions
(thanksgivings and intercessions, joys and concerns) in the Zoom “chat” feature.
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* PRESENTING OUR GIFTs 23 Bl ZH2F Gutanga Amaturo Yacu

“The Doxology” OLD HUNDREDTH
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* PRAYER OF DEDICATION 24 Al7| £ Isengesho ryo kwiyegura
Many: Creator God, you are our provider.
We offer all that we have
and all that we are to you,
because we belong to you.
Bless these gifts, and empower us, your church,
that through the work of your Spirit
we may be a refuge for the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the storm,
and a shade from the heat.
Through Christ, our shield and our stronghold. Amen.
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Prayers of the People & 2.7 | =2} ZFALY| £ Isengesho ryo gusaba abandi

SENDING I}&

God blesses us and sends us forth in mission for the world

* Hymn %H& Indirimbo — “Be Thou My Vision” Voices United #642
* Charge and Benediction I}& 1} 5T Umugisha Pastor Youngsun
* RESPONSE 1tS ZTH2F — “Dance with the Spirit” More Voices #156

* Dismissal 0| i 2 F & Kohereza
One:  Heaven comes near. Go, share the good news!
Many: Thanks be to God.

* postlude = 3= Umuziki nyuma y 'iteraniro ryo kuramya Tim Bailey

Be Our Guest! Come on down to the Lower Hall for coffee or tea or
another beverage, a bite to eat, and a chat! Access to the Lower
Hall is down the stairs outside the door at the front right of the
sanctuary or via the elevator at the front left of the sanctuary.
Follow the crowds on down, or ask an usher to guide you... We
look forward to seeing you!

Life at Cloverdale United Church

Worship

Many thanks to today’s ...
readers: Tim Bailey
ushers/greeters: Margaret Rose
digital ushers: Ben Son and the tech team
fellowship time hosts: Lorrie Brown, Sydney MacPherson

Many ways to give! We welcome your offering in the way that
works for you: by cash or cheque in the offering plates, through
automatic monthly gifts via Pre-Authorized Remittance (contact
the office to enrol), by free eTransfer from your bank (to
eTransfer@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca), or by credit card via
CanadaHelps (service fees apply). Want to give now but don’t
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have cash or cheque? Scan the QR = to be taken to CanadaHelps.

.+, Children are welcome at all services! It is important for families to
worship together. Don’t feel your child must be absolutely quiet or

& s/ still, for we are glad to have children—and all their wiggles, giggles, and
squiggles—as part of our community and worship life! After all... as an
old saying goes, “faith is caught, not taught!” Children are encouraged to stand and
sing with the songs, partake in communion, read and pray along when they can, and
join in for the “Early Word”—a time at the front with conversation just for them
near the beginning of the service. Most Sundays September through June, we have
“Children’s Church” activities during the latter two-thirds of the service in the
Lounge on the lower level, to which any pre-school through grade 5 aged child is
welcome! For those accompanying infants or toddlers who need a spot to ‘escape’
to during the worship service, feel free to make use of the “Quiet Room” off the
side of the sanctuary, near the piano, where there you will find comfortable seating,
toys, and a changing table all while being able to hear and see the worship service.

Recording and streaming in use: Please note that video cameras and

microphones are capturing our worship services, and that the resulting

content may be transmitted over Zoom, YouTube, or other platforms.
Likewise, from time to time still photography of our worship services may be taken and used
for church communications, websites, and other uses. By your presence within the
sanctuary, you are indicating your consent to the possibility that your likeness may be
captured and used in any of these ways. While video capture of congregants in the pews is
relatively minimal, if you wish to guarantee you will not ever be depicted on video, the area
at the rear centre of the pew seating area is unable to be picked up on camera.

W Washrooms can be found just outside the sanctuary through the door at the
¥ front right of the space (the northeast corner of the room).

ﬁ Thank you for silencing cell phones and other devices, and for refraining from
flash photography.

Acknowledgements:

o Cover art from the Ten Commandments, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt University Divinity
Library, Nashville, TN. https://act.library.vanderbilt.edu/artworks/57581

. Gathering Song — “Oceans Will Part”: Words and music by Ben Fielding; ©2006 Ben Fielding / Hillsong Publishing. All
rights reserved; reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-606025.

. Call to Worship adapted from Connections: Worship Companion, ed. David Gambrell, Year A, Vol.2, ©2021 Westminster:
John Knox Press.

. Prayer of the Day adapted from Connections: Worship Companion, ed. David Gambrell, Year A, Vol.2, ©2021 Westminster:
John Knox Press.

. Scripture introduction material excerpted and adapted from Sundays and Seasons, © Augsburg Fortress.

. Presentation of our gifts — “The Doxology”: Words by Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709; public domain; alt. Music from Genevan
Psalter, 1551; public domain. Reproduced from Voices United: The Hymn and Worship Book of The United Church of Canada,
©1996 The United Church Publishing House, #541 (concluding amen and options for traditional and Korean texts added).

. Offertory Prayer of Dedication adapted from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, ed. Kimberly Bracken Long, Year
A, Vol2, ©2014 Westminster: John Knox Press.
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Learn

Tuesday AM Bible Study
Tuesdays, 10:30 am, in-person in the CUC BIBLE STUDY
Lounge and online via Zoom Tuesdays @ 10:30 am

At the Tuesday Morning Bible Study, each
week we learn about and discuss the bible
reading(s) that will be featured in the
coming Sunday’s worship service. Usually
led by the preacher for the coming
Sunday, sessions often feature a helpful bible background video presentation, and
always include wide-ranging conversation. All are welcome and invited; no
previous knowledge or experience with Bible study required! Join us in-person in
the Lounge on the lower level, or simply click here (Meeting ID 8817265 4719,
Passcode 859456) to join us online via Zoom! For more information, contact Rev.
Matt: matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca.

Kitchen Conversations for
Thanksgiving: What happens when
food becomes an invitation to
belonging?

This Thanksgiving, join us for Kitchen
Conversations with the Moderator: A
Thanksgiving Table — a special video
series bringing together food, faith,
friendship, and stories from across
cultures.

Chef Izzeldin Bukhari joins Moderator Kimberly Heath and friends to cook
recipes from his home in Palestine and share stories about how food can create
connection, foster belonging, and open pathways toward peace.

A new episode drops every day over Thanksgiving:

e  October 8: Welcome to Kitchen Conversations with the Moderator: "A
Thanksgiving Table"
e October 9: Discussion - "Tell us about a meal that changed your life."
e  October 10: Discussion - "Who is still missing from our tables, and what is
the church being called to do to make room for them?"
e  October 11: Discussion - "What kind of world are we trying to create
around our tables?"
e October 12: "A Thanksgiving Table"
Subscribe to The United Church of Canada YouTube channel and join us at the
table! Because every table can be an invitation to community. Watch and
Subscribe on YouTube here https: //www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6u_NYYFKmU
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Serve

You Serve with your Stewardship: “Do not worry about anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
(Philippians 4:6) ‘Will there be enough?’ Many are asking this question in the
midst of the economic uncertainty and fear in our world today. Christians know
that with God there is always enough. If you’re asking this question, remember
Paul’s advice: Don’t worry; give thanks and pray. God will provide a way.

Storehouse Cloverdale Community Kitchen
Next serving opportunity: Friday, October 16 (c)

Our congregation, together with our 7 Storehouse
siblings at Northwood United Church in
Fleetwood, has a volunteer team that serves monthly at the Community Dinner
program at the Cloverdale Community Kitchen, now part of the Storehouse
Community Hub Society
(https://www.storehousesociety.ca/programs/cloverdale-community-kitchen).
We serve on the 3rd Friday of each month, so the next serving opportunity is
Friday, October 16.

Volunteers simply show up around 4:00 pm to the Pacific Community Church
building (5337 180 Street, Surrey, BC V3S 4KS5) to begin meal preparation and
setup. The team typically finishes up with the post-meal clean-up between 7:30
and 8:00 pm.

Each time we serve, the crew for that particular night is made of up a different
subset of the larger team list, based on who’s available and interested for that
date... don’t shy away even if you only want to try it out once!

To keep informed about this great opportunity to express your discipleship to
Jesus in a concrete, hands-on ministry of mercy-making and service, just email
Bev Woods (a congregant at Northwood) at woodsb@hotmail.com and she’ll add
you to the team’s email list.
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Pray

New this week...

In thanksgiving for the life of Kyungho’s father, who passed away on
September 19, and for his family in their time of grief, and especially for his
mother as she adjusts to life in a nursing home.

For Taewon, experienced severe back pain while trying to work on the flower
bed with his wife. May God’s healing touch ease his discomfort, restore his
strength.

Ongoing...

For Bob and May, in thanksgiving for signs of improvement in Bob’s health as
he settles into a care home. As he continues to regain strength and mobility,
and as May supports him with patience and love, may they be sustained by
God’s presence, encouraged by hope, and surrounded by peace and care.

In thanksgiving for the life of Don, friend of Lori, May all who grieve his
passing be comforted by God’s presence and peace.

For all those affected by the legacy of Residential Schools, especially those
who feel hurt by denial, division, and misunderstanding. May they find
healing, dignity, and the peace that comes through truth and reconciliation.
For the people of Colombia affected by the recent earthquake. May those who
grieve, suffer injury, or have lost homes find safety, strength, and comfort in
the days ahead.

For the people of Nepal and China affected by devastating floods, and for the
Canadian reported missing. May those who are suffering find safety, comfort,
and hope, and may families be sustained with strength in the days ahead.
Renewed prayers for the people of Ukraine, Palestine, and Iran.

For Jordan, the neighbourhood secondary school student with Lupus who has
been back in hospital and on dialysis following the rejection of the partial
kidney transplant she received last fall, and for Jordan's family facing a variety
of needs arising from this journey.

For all those facing the scourge of addiction, in all its forms, for God to pour
out power and help them break the bonds that keep them captive.

For all those facing food insecurity or financial hardship.

For all those journeying with dementia, Alzheimer's, and other forms of
cognitive decline, and for strength within those who find themselves as
caregivers.

For those of our congregation who are homebound, incarcerated, in long-term
nursing care, or otherwise unable to be with us regularly, including: Roger,
Jean, Lorraine, Pauline, Eileen, Joyce, Gerrit, Brenda, and Roy.

Pacific Mountain Regional Council of The United Church of Canada’s prayer cycle:
https://www.prayercycles.ca/pacificmountain.

World Council of Churches' prayer cycle:
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle .

Additions to the prayer list are always welcome! Submissions received in the office by 9:00 am Thursday
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morning will appear in the bulletin. Petitions regarding specific individuals or circumstances will only be
retained on the prayer list for 3 weeks at a time (but can be renewed if changes in the situation warrant).

Other news and notes

FRASER UCW ANNUAL MEETING — Tuesday, October 15

The meeting will be held at Inlet United Church, 2315
Spring Street, Port Moody, B.C.

The theme of the day is “Music and Motion.” Our
presenter is Vera Wong, the Recreation Lead of Outreach at
the Adult Cognitive Wellness Centre in Langley.

Be ready for lots of music, movement, and cognitive
awarenessl!!
Come and enjoy meeting some of the UCW ladies from around the Valley for
singing, worship, lunch, a presentation, and communion.
BRING A BAG LUNCH — dessert will be provided.
BOOK EXCHANGE: Bring a book or two, take a book or two, and leave a loonie or
two (or three!)
Parking is limited, so please carpool if possible. If you are coming, and
especially if you are able to drive, please phone Lorrie at 604-816-3764 or 778-
593-7410. Looking forward to seeing you all!

Helpful Photo Taking Tips

We love seeing photos from worship, events, gatherings,
and other happenings around the life of CUC! Thank you to
everyone who takes time to capture and share those
moments; it really helps bring our community to life in
eNews, website, social media, annual report, and other places.

If you’ve ever wondered what makes a photo really pop,
the communications team at one of the congregations Rev. Matt served previously
recently put together a quick and helpful guide with some easy tips. It might just
turn your next snapshot into a eNews or social media star. You can check it out
here: Taking Photos That Share Our Story (This comes directly from Second First
Church in Rockford, Illinois... which was Second Congregational Church UCC
when Matt was there as associate pastor from 2006 to 2010, prior to it
amalgamating a few years later with the neighbouring First Presbyterian Church
to become Second First Church.)

Thanks again for all the great submissions—we truly enjoy seeing our
Community of Faith through your photos (especially the ones where we can see
your faces!). If you do grab any photos that seem worth sharing with others, send
them onward to our office administrator, Lily Lee:
office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca. We keep an archive library of photos on our
computer system, and so even if your shot doesn’t get used for a social media post
or eNews feature right away, it could be helpful in putting together a future
publication!
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God'’s Mission, Our Gifts

The House of Friendship

At St. Luke’s United Church, a strong
sense of belonging for newcomers is
being expressed through intentional
welcome, shared meals, and community.
Here is the Mission and Service Story for
October 11, 2026.

The congregation at Saint Luke’s
United Church in Toronto, ON understands that belonglng rarely happens by
accident. It grows through deeply intentional acts of welcome that are joyfully
offered to every single person.

Arriving in Canada is only the beginning of the journey for many newcomers.
While there is relief in finding safety, there’s also the daunting task of building a
new life — finding housing and work, learning unfamiliar systems and languages,
making new connections, and carrying the weight of experiences that don’t
disappear at the border. For some, those experiences include extremely
persecution and trauma. Finding a comfortable place to truly and deeply belong,
while facing other challenges, can be a long and exhausting process.

Every Sunday, the congregation at St. Luke’s is prepared for someone new to
come through the doors. Of course, there are warm greetings, name tags, and
introductions. There is also time in the service where people will leave their seats
to offer a hug, handshake, and friendly conversation to all.

“Our Passing of the Peace tradition is that early in the service, we get up, and
we move around. We’re hugging each other, and we’re fist bumping, all while our
music director is playing music in the background. It’s very crowded, as you can
imagine, and people are leaning over pews and such. At that point, people who
have been introduced as new, our members of the congregation are reaching out
to them and welcoming them and quite intentionally. And this also continues at
lunchtime.”

After the service, everyone gathers downstairs for what they affectionately
call “coffee hour” — a name that hardly captures the generous meal waiting around
the tables. People find a full, warm meal awaiting them.

The food is important, but it’s conversation that nourishes the community.
Around the table, people who might never have met elsewhere find themselves
sharing a meal and learning about one another. A newcomer to Canada sits beside
someone who has worshipped at Saint Luke’s for decades. Someone rebuilding
their life after escaping persecution discovers neighbours who are genuinely
interested in their story, without expecting them to tell it all at once.

One newcomer, who had fled severe persecution before coming to Canada,
described finding more than a church. They found people who journeyed with
them. As they joined groups, celebrated milestones, and continue to build a new
life, the congregation is celebrating alongside them. The community at St. Luke’s
understands that healing takes time, and trust is built through consistency,
kindness, and simply showing up for one another.

This is the ministry of hospitality at Saint Luke’s. It’s not just about opening
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church doors and having a sign, but about opening a community — one where
people are known by name, welcomed with care, and reminded that they do not
have to face life’s next chapter alone.

Through Mission and Service, we help support ministries like Saint Luke’s
United Church that create spaces of belonging for newcomers and neighbours
alike. Together, we are helping to build communities where God’s welcome is
lived, shared, and experienced every day. Let’s give generously.
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elcome to Cloverdale United Church!
WAs we say at nearly every worship service,

“No matter who you are, or where you are
on life’s journey God welcomes you... and so do we.”
We take these words seriously. We strive tobe a
community as diverse and hospitable as God'’s
kingdom. We don'’t all look or act alike; God knows we
don’t all think alike. We don't all read the Bible the same way. We come
from different religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and
we carry different burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship
God together as one.

In this lovely old church, we do Sunday morning in some fairly
traditional ways. We study the teachings and the actions of Jesus. We
gather around the waters of grace and the feast table of Christ, just as
Christians have done for nearly two thousand years. Some of the songs
we sing (certainly not all of them, though) are ones our grandparents
might also have sung in their day. And yet, amidst rituals and rites
rooting us in a deep heritage, we wrestle with the challenges of the
modern world and we listen for God'’s Spirit still speaking into our lives
today. We hope your heart will hear something personal and relevant
this morning—a word of comfort, a spur to action, a call to a deeper
relationship with God.

After the service, please stick around. Have a cup of coffee or a bite
to eat with us. Introduce yourself to other worshippers or our pastor.
There are plenty of opportunities here to feed your soul and expand
your spirit. Try one out. You never know—you just might be home!

We are a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community, reaching out from
the historic heart of Surrey at Cloverdale since 1875. We seek to thrive in faith through
relationship with God, one another, and the community.... to serve others as Jesus would.

Cloverdale United Church recognizes that we worship, live, work, and play in traditional
and unceded territories of Coast Salish peoples: primarily the Katzie, the Kwantlen, the
Semiahmoo, the Snokomish, the Stolo, the Tsawwassen, and the Wsanec. We give our
thanks to them and for them; we offer our respect to those ancestors who may be
interred in this land. We seek to live with respect in this piece of Creation; we seek peace
and justice among all who have called this land home.

CLOVERDALE UNITED CHURCH

17575 58A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S IN1| 604.574.5813 | cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca

Ministers  All of the Congregation
Lead Minister ~ Rev. Matthew Emery — matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
Associate Minister ~ Youngsun Cheon — youngsun@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca

Director of Music Ministries ~ Tim Bailey — tim@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
Office Administrator  Lily Lee — office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
Intercultural Ministry Coordinator ~ Yumi Park — yumi@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
Children & Youth Ministries Leader ~ Ross Shearer — ross@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca

Church Council Chair ~ Daniel Ariss — arissd135@gmail.com
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