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Prayer of the Day

God of the commandments, you gave the Israelites laws so that
they might live in harmony with one another. Show us how to
live in peace, so that all may know of your love. We pray these
things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17

Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from
the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the
descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of
Israel: “You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how
I carried you on eagles” wings and brought you to myself. Now
if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all
nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the
whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation.” These are the words you are to speak to the
Israelites.” So Moses went back and summoned the elders of
the people and set before them all the words the Lord had
commanded him to speak. And God spoke all these words: “I
am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of
the land of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me.
“You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of
anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the
waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship
them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the
children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth
generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a
thousand generations of those who love me and keep my
commandments. “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord



your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who
misuses his name. “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it
holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you
shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or
daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your
animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. For in six
days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and
all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.
Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it
holy. “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may
live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. “You
shall not murder. “You shall not commit adultery. “You shall
not steal. “You shall not give false testimony against your
neighbor. “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You
shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female
servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.”

Gospel: Matthew 5:17-20

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.
For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.
Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these
commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in
the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches
these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not
enter the kingdom of heaven.

Lessons for next week: Joshua 24:1-26; Matthew 4:8-10



