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Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 

How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 
 

How to sing hymns in harmony 
To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If 

you’d like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can 

open the red books in the pews (called ELWs).  
 

We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited 

to receive Holy Communion.  
 

How to financially support us 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 

A note on Communion Wafers 
To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerance to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of 

gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

 

 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship 

 

An Introduction to the day 
Isaiah sees a feast where God wipes away death forever. In Jesus’ parable, those first invited to the 

banquet won’t come, so the invitation goes out to everyone. On Harvest Home we give thanks for 

the farms, fields, and tables that feed us, trusting that every harvest is God’s gift. Even amid anxiety 

and hardship, God spreads a table before us and gives a peace that surpasses understanding. Fed 

with joy, we are sent to share the abundance with all who hunger. 
 

A Prayer of Preparation 

God, our Provider, you grant us an abundant harvest so that your children  

throughout the world may be fed.   

Establish in us  thankfulness and faithful stewardship , that we may return the first fruits of praise  

and use your gifts of field and livestock, tree and vine to fulfill the needs of the hungry and the 

sojourner; through Jesus Christ our Lord 

 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. 

 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P Most merciful God, A: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have squandered your bountiful gifts.  We have considered the blessings of the 
harvest our due.  We have been indifferent in planning and planting for the 
future needs of your Church.    

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, cause 
gratitude to ripen in our hearts, and wisdom to mature in our minds, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” (ELW 693) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  A: And also with you.  
 

*KYRIE 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE O Sing of God’s Great Victory! (Sung by all)
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*Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and 

poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by 

what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and 

peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  A: Amen. 
 

 

Word 
First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9 
This section of Isaiah was written during the rise of the Assyrian Empire, which the prophet foresaw would 

conquer Judah’s neighbors, destroy the northern kingdom of Israel, and finally subjugate Judah itself. Isaiah 

saw the hand of God in this humiliation of Judah’s enemies, and of the unjust leaders of Judah, and promised 

a new day of life and righteousness, not only for the chosen people, but for all the world. 
 

 1 O LORD, you are my God; 

  I will exalt you; I will praise your name, 

 for you have done wonderful things, 

  plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 

 2 For you have made the city a heap, 

  the fortified city a ruin; 

 the palace of foreigners is a city no more; 

  it will never be rebuilt. 

 3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify 

you; 

  cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 

 4 For you have been a refuge to the poor, 

  a refuge to the needy in their distress, 

  a shelter from the rainstorm and a 

shade from the heat. 

 When the blast of the ruthless was like a 

winter rainstorm, 

  5 the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry 

place, 

 you subdued the heat with the shade of 

clouds; 

  the song of the ruthless was stilled. 

 6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will 

make for all peoples 

  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged 

wines, 

  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-

aged wines strained clear. 

 7 And he will destroy on this mountain 

  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

  the covering that is spread over all 

nations; 

  8 he will swallow up death forever. 

 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the 

tears from all faces, 

  and the disgrace of his people he will 

take away from all the earth, 

  for the LORD has spoken. 

 9 It will be said on that day, 

  “See, this is our God; we have waited for 

him, so that he might save us. 

  This is the LORD for whom we have 

waited; 

  let us be glad and rejoice in his 

salvation.” 

 

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 23   sung to Morecambe (ELW 800) 
The intimacy and confidence of this beloved psalm echo that of the first reading. 

1 The Lord’s my Shepherd; I have all I need; 

2 He makes me lie down in the pastures green. 

 Beside still waters, He does gently lead; 

3 Restores my soul when I upon Him lean. 
 

 He guides me in the paths of righteousness; 

 For His name’s sake, gives guidance unto me. 

4 Yea, though I walk through paths of darkest death, 

 I fear no evil, for You are with me. 
 

 Your rod and staff give comfort unto me. 

5 You serve a feast in presence of my foes; 

 My head anoint with oil for all to see; 

 My heart is full, and my cup overflows. 
 

6 Surely Your goodness, and Your mercy, Lord, 

 Will follow me for all my days and more; 

 And I will dwell in the house of the Lord, 

 Dwell in His house and presence evermore. 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9 

We finish our reading of Philippians with this expression of love and concern for the community. The 

first few verses demonstrate both that the early church was blessed with strong women leaders, and 

that conflict within the church is nothing new. 
 

[Paul writes:] 1 My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 

stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be 

of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these 

women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with 

Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose names are in the book of life. 4 Rejoice in 

the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 

Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace 

of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if 

there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
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things. 9 As for the things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in 

me, do them, and the God of peace will be with you. 

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation/Gradual hymn 

 

 

 

 
 

*Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:1-14 
After his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, Jesus was attacked by the “chief priests and elders of the 

people.” For the third week in a row, we hear a parable in which Jesus compares their rejection of the 

Word of God with the joyful acceptance of it by tax collectors and prostitutes. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter.  
A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call 

those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again 

he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my 
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dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come 

to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, 

another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed 

them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and 

burned their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited 

were not worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to 

the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom 

they found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 11 “But when 

the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 

wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 

robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand 

and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

         P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon 
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*HYMN of the Day: “Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table” (ACS 977) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Invitation to Baptism 
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*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
. 

*Prayers of Intercession 
 

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the 

world. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain. Empower the 

World Council of Churches and all those working across religious difference, that the 

world may know your undivided love. Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all places of 

natural beauty and restore our relationship with the land. Bless the land entrusted to 

our care: field, forest, mountain, and stream. Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster. Renew all 

communities facing disasters (especially) and give your courage to those leading relief 

efforts. Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all who are sick 

or suffering (especially). Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. Challenge this 

congregation to open wide our doors and welcome everyone to the table. Hear us, O 

God: A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give thanks for those who 

have gone before us, especially George Michael Wills and John S. English, Former Pastor. 

Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in 

our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
 

 

Meal 
Offering 
 
 

Musical & Harvest Home Offering While the musical offering is being 

played, you are invited to bring forward your produce and donations for the State College 

Food Bank. 

 
*Offertory: “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring”  (OLS 5) 
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*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: Gracious God, You bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in 

grace, and fruitful labor. Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and orchard we offer 

here. Bless and multiply these gifts to our nurture and the care of your creation; for the 

sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  A: Amen. 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

* DIALOGUE 
P: The Lord be with you.    
A: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts.     
A: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  

You sent your Son to reveal your never-failing love for creation.  Through your Son,  

you taught us that true riches are to be found in loving you rather than earthly treasure.   

For your glory, and to give us the fullness of life and salvation, Christ emptied himself 

upon the cross and was raised in power to sit at your right hand.  And so, with all the 

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join in adoring song. 
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*Sanctus (Sung by all) 

 

 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: Let the peoples praise you, generous and abundant Creator:  

you scatter abroad and give to the poor;  

you provide seed to the sower and bread for food;  

Let the peoples praise you:  

you called Israel to be your chosen people,  

to preserve your Word and to scatter it abroad. 

Let the peoples praise you:  

when time had ripened, you sent that Word, your Son, into the world,  

so that all might have life and have it abundantly. 
 

In the night in which he was handed over,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
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broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, how he fed the hungry and gave company to outcasts;  

how he healed the sick and freed those in bondage;  

how he taught and guided those who were seeking you;  

how he was handed over and gathered in for our sake;  

how he was resurrected as the first fruits of the dead,  

and how he promised to return for the great harvest home;  

we give you thanks, not as we ought, but as we are able. 

Send, we pray, your Spirit to this Meal.   

Supply our needs, and those of all your saints,  

and fill us until we overflow with thanksgivings.    

Empowered by this Meal, enlivened by that Spirit,  

move us to glorify you in faithfulness to the Gospel  

and in generosity to all in need. 

United by your Spirit with all your people,  

we pray through your Son, Jesus Christ,  

to you, our Source and our Goal,  

our Sun and our Shield,  

our God now and forever. 
A: Amen. 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
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as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

as we forgive those  
who sin against us. 

Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
L: Just as this broken bread was first scattered on the hills, then was brought together 

and became one, so let your Church be brought together from the ends of the earth 

into your kingdom, for yours are the glory and the power through Jesus Christ forever. 

Amen. 

 
*Lamb of God  

 
 

Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.   
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Communion Hymn: “Seasons” (to the tune Prospect) (OLS 9) 

 

 

 

 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body, 

mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life. A: Amen. 
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*Post Communion Canticle –“O Lord of the Blossom”   

 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to 

be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We 

ask this in Jesus’ name.  A: Amen. 
 

Sending 
*Sending of communion 
P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed 

Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with 

those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen 

those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence 

through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.    A: Amen. 
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Announcements     You may be seated.  
 

*Charge to the People 
 

*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
 

*Sending hymn: “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” (ELW 362) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Dismissal  
L: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader………………………………………………………………………………………………………Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

Assisting Minister………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Morgen Hummel 

Musicians…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Michelle McMullen 

Sacristan………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………Ann Reede 

Reader…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Nate Clinard 

 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Conestoga-Susquehannock people, where 

we gather. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings 

who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home. 

Find out more about the Conestoga-Susquehannock at www.conestogasusquehannocktribe.com  
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