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October, 2026… Pastor’s Corner…Rev. John Bright
THE EIGHT CORE VALUES
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We are back in a season of politics and voting. I have some general expectations for Jesus Followers in this season:
 Get out there and vote! Your vote matters, and Scripture never tells us to disengage from the civil government.
 Know what the issues are and the beliefs/stance of the candidates! This can take some doing. This is why we are making printed materials available to folks. Do the party platforms and the candidates’ statements align with your Biblical worldview?
 Seek unity in the Body of Christ regardless of how each person votes! The words of Ephesians 4:1-3 should guide us in this effort: “1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 2 With all lowliness and meekness, with
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 3 Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

Ballot Issue 1 is promoting abortion rights being added to the Virginia State Constitution. I believe that we serve a God who is about life and that brings each life into being in the womb of a woman. Consider these scriptures:

Psalm 139:13–16 “For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb.” Verse 16 says God’s eyes saw him while his body was still “unformed.” Jeremiah 1:5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you.”
Luke 1:15, 41–44 John the Baptist is described as filled with the Holy Spirit while still in his mother’s womb.

Ballot Issue 2 removes the 2006 marriage ban and affirms that two adults may marry regardless of sex, gender, or race. Currently, marriage is defined as being between a man and a woman.

This was God’s original design for marriage in the Garden of Eden. The 5 th Commandment is “honor your father and your mother.” Jesus affirms this original design in Matthew 19:4–6: “Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, let not man separate.”

These are Biblical issues for the Followers of Jesus. We can discuss how we live out these values.  Please know my door is always open to anyone who disagrees with something I have written or preached.

*******

My prayer: Lord, make us thermostats that set the temperature in our homes, churches, and communities. I pray that the red-hot temperature in the world around us never invades our congregation. This I pray in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Serving the Great Shepherd,
Pastor John

SERMON TITLE AND SCRIPTURE FOR OCTOBER, 2026

10/4/26		Communion
			Pray for Jerusalem
			Sermon:  “Jerusalem Forever”

10/11/26		PJ @ Bon Air Correctional
			Pastor Ed Johnson

10/18/26		1 John 3:16-18
			Sermon:  “The Love of Christ for You”
			 
                          10/25/26          1 John 3:19-24
						Sermon:  “I’m Sure…Period”
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY-OCTOBER, 2026 
Buddy Whitlow – October 7th
Marsha Williams – October 17th
Eugene Russell – October 19th 
Rev. Ed Johnson – October 25th 
Muriel Jenness – October 28th 


HAPPY ANNIVERSARY-OCTOBER, 2026
Chris & Erin Corley – October 3rd 
Joe and Joanne Corley – October 19th 		

FOR YOUR INFORMATION…

OCTOBER IS PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH…Please take some time to let Pastor John know that he is loved and appreciated by his Laurel Hill family.  Send a card, tell him in person, give him a treat, etc.  Also, remember that we are blessed with several other pastors in our family.  You might want to send them a card also.

COMMUNICATIONS:  As you know, we have a new Facebook page.  Please request to be friends on “Laurel Hill Global Methodist Church”.  Also, communications are being sent out by e-mail and text.  If you are not receiving them, please be sure Ben has your information to include you and keep you up to date.  If you have messages to send out, let Ben know.  He is in the office every day from 9 AM to Noon.  The goal is to keep everyone informed of upcoming events, rehearsals, special services, etc.  Thanks for your help.


WE HAVE A NEW CHURCH SIGN!! I will be updating the information that is shown on the sign. If there is an event that you want to make public, please let me know so I can get the information on there for all to see. I do want to say I am learning the operation of it, so please give me some time.
Thank you.  Ben Wilson, Communications


THE LADIES OF LAUREL HILL… The next Ladies of Laurel Hill meeting will be Tuesday, October 13th at 10:30 A.M.  We will meet and discuss what projects we will take on and what activities we would enjoy and also where we would like to eat lunch together.  Come prepared with your ideas for the new fall, winter and spring season.  As always, we want to have fun and bless others, a good combination.


[image: Ichthys]FISH NEWS:                             		                                    

The October yard sale is our final fundraiser for the year. I want to give a special thank you to Lois Miller, Connie Madison, Barbara Austin, Dwight Bendle, Rachel Hawk and Ben Wilson who came faithfully and helped price all the items. God blesses us in a special way when we do little acts of kindness. This is a BIG act of kindness so you should get BIG blessings.

FISH made about $2,500 from the BBQ luncheon we had in August. We appreciate the continued support of all our churches, pastors, and members of the community.  During August we gave out 25 bags of food, 104 clothing and household items and school supplies for 4 students. We also gave financial assistance to 2 households, 3 adults and 5 children.

We will collect the following for the next three months
October = Hamburger helper
November = Canned Tomatoes
December = Laundry detergent
January = Children’s toothpaste                                                                



CHANCEL CHOIR AND HANDBELL CHOIR…NEW REHEARSAL TIMES!
Bell Choir Rehearsal – Wednesday at 6:30 P.M.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Wednesday at 7:15 P.M.
Cantata Rehearsal – Wednesday at 8:00 P.M.
Come Join Us!




MISSIONS TEAM REPORT

On September 9 the team met to discuss the contribution of the 10% tithe of church giving that goes to Missions.  Here are the allocations that were discussed and approved.

A. It was noted that the GMC’s General Conference meetings in Johannesburg, South Africa resulted in the Virginia Conference being assigned a new Bishop and our geographic area incorporated persecuted churches in multiple north Africa countries.  The latest persecution involved the breaking into a Christian gathering by local police that resulted in the arrest of 20 people.  They will have to appear before a judge and are facing prison terms if convicted.  The immediate need is to assist these persecuted Christians is with proper legal representation.  After discussion, the team unanimously voted to gift $2,500 for their legal defense.

B. On-going missionary support for 4 missionary families with family ties to LHGMC:

Wayland  Campus Crusade $1,200
Mantlo Campus Crusade     $1,200  
Derick Drake  Medical Mission Iraq   $1,200
Amanda Medical Mission Iraq   $1,200

C.  On-going support for Virginia GMC disaster relief fund and for Good Samaritan Ministries, but specific amounts are unknown until September & October giving is accounted for.


MISSION TEAM NEWS

Question:  In what way does LHGMC give a helping hand to church members who have a temporary or emergency need for financial assistance?

Answer:  In prior years, some of you may remember the term “Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.”  This was a budget item into which funds could be donated by members.  For many years, members funded this need by leaving cash at the altar on communion Sundays. During COVID and after our disaffiliation and due to an adverse IRS interpretations of its use (since clarified), we ceased using it.  However, the need is there.  We will resume this practice as well as accepting checks designated for the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.

Also, the Missions Team has added a Pastor’s Discretionary Fund as an accounting line item to which the Mission Team will contribute on a regular basis—as needed.  As the name suggests, the Pastor of LHGMC has authority to distribute funds.  Confidentiality and privacy concerns will be observed.

Keith Kennedy
keithekennedy@mac.com

Birds are the most vivid expression of life.
- epitaph Roger Tory Peterson chose for his tombstone.

COMING SOON-THE PTL HOUSE CHURCH invites you to view the first episode of “The Chosen” Season  at church on October 8th at 7 P.M.  If you have not seen the other seasons it does not matter.  This episode is focused on the crucifixion.  Pastor John has secured an early release of this first episode.  We will view it in the Fellowship Hall on the big screen.  Don’t miss this opportunity.  “The Chosen” is very well done and if you wish to continue watching the PTL House Church follows this series on Thursday evenings at 7 PM at the home of Pam and Ben Wilson.  There is also a Bible Study to reinforce the series that is very well done.  If you wish to bring your own snack and drink you are welcome to do so.   

OUR THREE HOUSECHURCHES wish to invite everyone to a Pot Luck at Shelter #2, top of the hill as you enter, Osborne Boat Landing.  It will be from 5 to 8 PM on October 10th.  We hope everyone at Laurel Hill will come and enjoy the food and fellowship.  The three House Churches will provide the food.  If you have not joined a House Church this will be an opportunity to enjoy learning more about what each one does at their weekly gatherings.  Mark your calendar!
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