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LESSONS FROM
SERMON NOTES        	 	October 4, 2026			II Samuel 18:1-18

 
Story of Earl Weaver & Reggie Jackson on the subject of stealing bases. 

I. Draw C)_____________ to God or T)_______________________:
· Hebrews 11:6
· Our instinct is to walk by sight, but God wants us to walk by faith.
· Psalm 18:25

II. David Turned to God – The Lord P)________________:
Well F)________________ City – Mahanaim (Gensis 31)
· Mahanaim means – Two C)____________.
· Two C)______________ at work here today. 
1. Physical World.
2. S)_____________ World. 

III. Absalom Turned From God – His Strength F)_______________ Him:
· Verse 9 – Absalom was chased under a great oak and got his h)_________ caught on its branches. 
· I Samuel 14:26 
· Absalom was Mr. V)____________. 
· Verse 18 – Abasalom’s monument. 
· Similarities between Isaiah 14:14-15 & Matthew 23:12.

Application:
· David is known as a Man After God’s Heart. How is this possible?
· David had 1. H)____________________ Repentance.
· R)______________________ on God.
· What kind of monument do you want to make for your life?
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[image: ]nchy walnuts, sweet wine, and warm spices for a fresh, lightly sweet, and chunky texture.
Ingredients
3 medium apples (Gala, Fuji, or Granny Smith), peeled, cored, and diced into ¼-inch pieces
1 cup walnut halves or pieces, toasted and chopped
¼ cup sweet red wine (or grape juice for a non-alcoholic version)
1 tablespoon light brown sugar or honey
Zest of 1 lemon and 1–2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
¼ teaspoon kosher salt
Optional: ¼ cup raisins or chopped dates for added sweetness
Instructions
Toast the walnuts: Place walnuts in a dry skillet over medium heat for 2–3 minutes, shaking occasionally until fragrant and lightly golden. Finely chop and transfer to a large mixing bowl.
Prepare the apples: Peel, core, and dice the apples into small, even pieces. Optionally, pulse a portion in a food processor for a creamier texture while keeping some chunks for contrast.
Combine ingredients: Add the apples to the bowl with walnuts. Stir in wine, brown sugar or honey, lemon zest, lemon juice, cinnamon, and salt. Mix gently until evenly coated.
Adjust flavor: Taste and adjust sweetness, acidity, or wine as needed. Optionally, fold in raisins or dates.
Rest: Cover and refrigerate for at least 30 minutes to allow flavors to meld. For best results, prepare a day in advance.
Tips for Perfect Haroseth
Use firm apples to maintain texture and prevent mushiness.
Keep the mixture chunky, not pureed, to preserve the contrast between apples and walnuts.
Toasting walnuts enhances their flavor and crunch.
Sweet red wine adds depth, but grape juice works well for a non-alcoholic version.
Haroseth can be stored in an airtight container in the fridge for 3–5 days; stir before serving and add a splash of wine or lemon juice if it dries out.
Serving Suggestions
Serve over matzo with bitter herbs as part of the Seder plate.
Enjoy as a topping for matzo crackers, cream cheese, or even as a sweet side dish during Passover meals.
This recipe balances sweetness, acidity, and crunch, making it a classic Ashkenazi-style haroseth that is easy to prepare, customizable, and perfect for the Passover Seder table. 
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Welcome to
Tekamah and Decatur
United Methodist Churches
September 21, 2025       15th Sunday in Pentecost

Local, State, National & Global Concerns:
Persecuted Christian Nation for the Month: Benin		       President – Donald Trump 
Congress – Mike Flood, Don Bacon & Adrian Smith       Senators – Deb Fischer & Pete Ricketts 
Nebraska Governor – Jim Pillen		                           District 16 State Senator – Ben Hansen
Great Plains UMC Bishop – David Wilson	  Eastern Nebraska D.S. – Stephanie Ahlschwede   
Tekamah Mayor 	          Decatur Village Governance      Tekamah-Herman School
Lyons-Decatur School 		          Oakland-Craig School		           End of the Wars    
Lost, Lonely & Oppressed       	Field Fires           Flooding              Hurricanes                   Truth	                Division in our country		          Young people                              Missionaries & Families

Silent Prayer: 

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer:  

Holy Communion:

Young Disciples’ Message: 

Offertory: 

Doxology:       			Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 	             UMH. 95

Offering Prayer:

Scripture Reading:	   	                II Samuel 18:1-18			           Mary Ball	    		         
Message:                                             “When Life Gets Messy”                                 

Closing Hymn:	                                 God Will Take Care of You                                   UMH. 130
			
NEXT SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE: 
Philippians 4:4-9
“Bring Your Request to God” 
Announcements:
October 15-December 7 – Mary Loftis Medicare Open Enrollment Seminars. 

Monday, October 5 – 9:30 am – Tekamah UMW.  

Wednesday, October 7 – 10:30 pm – THDCCC Meeting.
			    6:30 pm – Tekamah Board Meeting. 

Thursday, October 8 – 10:30 am – Pastor Joel leads worship at Nursing Home. 
			10:30 am – Unload Food Truck at Food Pantry. 
			3:00 pm – Tekamah Bible Study. 

Sunday, October 18 – 4:00 pm – Charge Conference at St. Paul UMC in South Sioux City. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Birthdays: 10/5 – Carl Feddersen            10/6 – Wendy Carlson                 10/8 – Chris Bruce
10/9 – Donna Palmer

Call to Worship: 1 Chronicles 16 – David Thanks God.                                                                                                                                     L: Give thanks to the LORD! Call on His name!
P: Make known His accomplishments among the nations.
L: Sing to Him! Make music to Him! Tell about all His miraculous deeds.
P: Boast about His holy name. Let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
L: Seek the LORD and the strength He gives.
P: Seek His presence continually!

Hymn:	 				Holy, Holy, Holy!				UMH. 64

Passing the Peace:

Prayers of the People:
 
Ongoing Prayer List
Haley Deemer		Bob Paul		Rose Johnson		Barb Ray
Cindy Dahl		Janet Orton		JoEllen Davis		Susan Sanders	
Lois Weatherly		Lori Titus		Alex Daugherty		Sherry Wingert	       
Kim (daughter of Pat Crabb)		Bill Hitzeman (Jan Bowden’s brother-in-law)          
Mary Dallmann       	Ragina Hampton	Nathaniel (Mary Brodersen’ grandson)
Wanda Dyson (Jim Elliott’s aunt)	Mark & Sheila Feller (family of Sheila Lambert)

Home Bound & Care Center Friends
Mary Bene		Donna Palmer		Irene Marhenke 	Yvonne Anderson
Bob Clements		Van Newell		Carol Brummond	Donna Mock
Joan Schuler		Susan Method		Jane Sundell 
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