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2 Chronicles 6:1-6
Teaching sheet for 10/04/26

Every faith tradition has writings from the past that they still look to for guidance.  Methodists look to the writings of John and Charles Wesley.  We look to the Bible for ultimate truth, but we believe that those men interpreted Scripture in ways that also reveal truth.  Both are true, but they are not equal.  Across the centuries of the Church, many have found truth in the writings of men known as the Church Fathers.  Their teachings and letters were instructive in the Early Church:
· Ignatius of Antioch (c. AD 35–107) — Bishop of Antioch 
· Polycarp of Smyrna (c. AD 69–155) — Bishop of Smyrna. 
· The anonymous author of the Didache — A very early manual for Christians

It’s the same for our Jewish Brothers and Sisters; they look to the Old Testament as truth revealed by God.  They also have other writings, known as midrash. “Midrash is the rabbinic endeavor of mining the text of Tanach (the Hebrew Bible) to extract nuggets of hidden wisdom from its subterranean layers.  Midrash Aggadah—homiletic teachings, either extending the biblical narrative or providing parables with moral lessons.”  https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/6464321/jewish/What-Is-Midrash.htm

God Chose Jerusalem
2 Chronicles 6:6 “Yet I have chosen Jerusalem, that My name may be there.”  He was standing in the place God had repeatedly told them they would be sent to: Deuteronomy 12:5
The Jewish feast of Rosh Hashanah marks the creation of Adam.  Their tradition points to one spot for that event – Jerusalem, where the altar was placed by King Solomon: “The Altar’s place is extremely exact.... It is a tradition accepted by all that the place where Dovid (David) and Shlomo (Solomon) built the Altar ... was the place on which Avraham (Abraham)built the Altar on which he bound Yitzchok (Isaac) ... and there Adam, the first man, offered a sacrifice when he was created. And he was created from that place, as our Sages said: “He was created from the place where he attained forgiveness.” https://www.chabad.org/therebbe/article_cdo/aid/2514770/jewish/Erev-Rosh-Hashanah-29th-Day-of-Elul-5744-1984.htm  (adapted)

John 3:1-4 How could Adam have been created at the site of the Temple when they believed the Garden of Eden lay between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers?  Good question!  Genesis 2:15. God took him from the place the Lord made him – Mt. Moriah.

“Pirkei de-Rabbi Eliezer gives the important starting point. It says that God originally created Adam “in the place of the Temple” and then brought him into the Garden of Eden. Even more significant is the tradition concerning Adam's altar. Jewish sources identify the later Temple altar on Mount Moriah as the location where Adam offered his sacrifice. This tradition was preserved in Pirkei de-Rabbi Eliezer and later stated explicitly by Maimonides: Adam was created there and offered sacrifice there.”  
(compiled by online source) https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_DeRabbi_Eliezer.11.13?lang=bi

Who Was Melchizedek?
Genesis 14:18: “Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High.”  What is this place where Melchizedek is the king?  Today, we call it Jeru-Salem. Psalm 76:2

“The Babylonian Talmud, Nedarim 32b, states: “Melchizedek, who is Shem the son of Noah...”  What?  How could the son of Noah meet with Abraham and be King of the place where Adam was created and returned?  Genesis 11:10  “Shem died at 600 years old and 502 years after the flood. Shem would not only have been alive at the Tower of Babel incident but he would have been alive to know Abraham, and Jacob, and Esau. Abraham would have also lived long enough to know Jacob and Esau. Jacob and Esau would have been already grown when Shem dies (he dies about 35 years after Abraham). When Abraham was born, Shem was 390 years old, and his father Noah was 893 years old. (Noah lived 350 years after the flood – living to age of 950 years).
https://www.ourancientpaths.org/post/noah-shem-abraham-and-the-tower-of-babel-a-lesson-for-history-lovers

The Birth of Zionism
Today we are dealing with so much Antisemitism.  Romans 11:16-18  In the late 1800s, there was a strong move toward Nationalism in Europe.  It made some Jews begin to question if they, too, should have a homeland and self-rule.  The man who is credited with leading this movement is Theodor Herzl.  
“https://herzlinstitute.org/en/history-of-zionism-and-the-state-of-israel/

The New Jerusalem
We have traced God’s choice of Jerusalem from the distant past to our present day.  Now, let’s look ahead.  The Book of Revelation offers us a clear view of what lies ahead:  Revelation 21:9-13 & 22-27

If you have accepted the free gift of salvation, you can live a radically free life in this world.  Eventually, these bodies wear out.  Remember: you are a spirit being, temporarily housed in a body, attempting to control a soul (mind, emotions, desires).  If you don’t control the soul, the soul controls you.  One day, when this body dies, you will find a temporary home in heaven.  The New Jerusalem is your PERMANENT HOME.  It will be a glorious existence in a brand-new glorious body.  We don’t get this one back – PTL!  That’s it – from the beginning to the end – it will be Jerusalem forever. Amen.

HOMEWORK:	  
1 – Look up all the scripture verses.  Does the length of time folks in the Bible lived back then make you wonder about life back then?  Consider how you use the time God has given you.
2 – We can trace the giving of the land of Israel to the Jews through God’s Word.  Why do you think so many today do not support Israel?  Is God calling us to stand up for Israel?
3 – October 11: Rev. Ed Johnson will be filling in next week while PJ is at Bon Air Correctional.  Pray for both of them.  October 18: 1 John 3:16-18 “The Love of Christ For You”
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