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Please Respond!
By Pastor Donald Neidigk
Matthew 22:1-14
Series A, Pentecost 20, October 11, 2026
The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. Matthew 22:2-3
	Years ago, I got a special looking letter in the mail; an invitation to attend the inauguration of a President!  At first, I felt honored to be invited to Washington to attend the President’s inauguration. But it turned out to be just a fundraising gimmick. In order to get into the events, I’d need special tickets. They were very expensive, thousands of dollars. So, all I was really being asked to do was donate money. 
	If it were a real invitation to an event with the President, his staff would make sure I got there. My travel expenses would be paid; food, lodging, airfare. I’d be given the proper clothing and maybe a nice hair cut, if needed. And along with being assured everything was paid for there’d be an R.S.V.P., French for “Please respond.”  If you do get a real invitation from the President, the only acceptable response is, “I’ll be there.”  
	In the 1st century, when Jesus told this parable, refusing an invitation from a king could be a death sentence.  Back then kings got their job from the emperor, and local officials got their job from the king. It would be a terrible insult to be invited to the wedding of the king’s son and not show up. You’d not only lose your job but you could very well lose your life. It was that great of an insult.  
	Just to retell the parable, the king’s son is getting married.  It will be a grand event. The son is the heir to the throne. All the guests have known about this wedding far in advance, and they’re expected to come.  When the feast is finally ready, the king sends out his servants personally to call on those who have been invited and tell them to come.  
The meat is roasted, the food and wine are ready, the entertainment is in place. Only the guests are needed.  But they refuse to come! Some think they have more important things to do.  Others actually kill the king’s servants who invite them! The king is so angry he sends his troops to kill the offenders and burn their cities.  
Then what does the king do?  Since those on the original guest list have shown themselves unworthy, he tells his servants, “Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you can find.”  (v 9) They do so, and the wedding hall is full.  But there’s a “turd in the punchbowl,” so to speak. One guest isn’t dressed appropriately for the occasion.  When the king discovers this, he has that guest bound hand and foot and tossed out into the darkness.  
Why would the king do that? Well, at such a grand event all the beautiful garments the guests were expected to wear would be provided at the king’s expense. There was no reason to dress inappropriately. Everyone’s gown and tuxedo, or whatever they wore, would already be paid for. That one guest was insulting the king! 
What’s this all about anyway? There are multiple layers of meaning. The immediate historical context is that Jesus is giving a warning to all the leaders in Israel who reject his authority as the Son of God. These are the same leaders whose ancestors rejected the prophets and who recently killed John the Baptist. Because of their hostility to the kingdom of God, they and their city, Jerusalem, would be destroyed. But people who were once excluded, Gentiles, would be invited into the kingdom of God’s Son.  
Historically, this has all happened. Jesus tells the parable during Holy Week.  Not only has John the Baptist already been killed, but on Good Friday, Jesus the Son of God himself, would be killed.  A few decades later in 70 AD, Rome would destroy Jerusalem and kill its leaders.  Meanwhile, Peter and Paul would have already begun calling Gentiles to repentance, faith, and membership in the kingdom of God’s Son, Jesus.
That reference to the one guest who wasn’t wearing a wedding garment, it sounds strange, doesn’t it?  What’s that about?  Remember this is a parable.  Parable means “thrown beside.”  So what’s the truth thrown beside this detail?  Well, it has nothing to do with whether you wear a T-shirt to church rather than a suit. It has everything to do with the king granting us the gift of Christ’s righteousness to cover our sins.
The church is now the kingdom of God.  It’s made up of both Jews and Gentiles, all who believe Jesus is the Son of God, the Messiah, our Savior. It is everyone who has been invited by the Gospel to come to the King’s feast in honor of his Son.  Those who accept the invitation are expected to wear the proper clothing. 
That clothing, that gift of Christ’s righteousness, is offered to everyone who has been baptized.  Our response to God’s gift in our baptism is personally to put on Christ’s righteousness by faith, by trust in Jesus. His garments of righteousness are there for you and me.  Have we put them on?
During my seminary days, I worked as a security guard in a mental hospital.  Ray, my boss, told me I was to wear a blue uniform shirt and a badge so the staff, patients and visitors could instantly tell who I was.  I didn’t want to wear the shirt and the badge. But if I wanted the job, that’s what I was expected to put on. The same thing is true of everyone who wants to be part of the kingdom of God and attend the wedding feast.  By faith, we put on the righteousness of Christ, God’s gift to us in our baptism.
I said there are multiple layers of meaning to this parable.  What’s the wedding feast?  I think there are two ways we experience the wedding feast.  One way is receiving the body and blood of Jesus in the Lord’s Supper. In the New Testament, the bride of Christ is the church and its members. Holy Communion is the wedding feast. In the Lord’s Supper we, as the bride of Christ, are joined to Jesus, the groom.  That means every time we come to the Lord’s table, it’s like a wedding ceremony.  Christ pledges himself to us.  And we pledge ourselves to him, forever.
That brings us to another layer of meaning to this parable, a heavenly one. The Book of Revelation speaks of a wedding feast.  There John describes the marriage feast as a joyful event in heaven. Here’s what he says:
Let us rejoice and exult
    and give him the glory,
for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
    and his Bride has made herself ready;
it was granted her to clothe herself
    with fine linen, bright and pure”. . . 
And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”  (Revelation 19:7-9)
Today, the King invites you and me to the wedding feast of his Son! Are we worthy to be his guests? Are we worthy to be his bride? Here’s how we can know if we are worthy: Accept his invitation.  Do not delay!  Be baptized if you have not been. Put on Jesus’ garments of righteousness by faith. And come to the feast!  The table is set for you and ready! 
	As an expression of our commitment to Jesus, we close with the LWML pledge: 
In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love and His blood-bought gift of redemption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and in obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we pledge Him our willing service wherever and whenever He has need of us. We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to extend His Kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life to the great task of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen. 
(By Rev. Harry Fricke, copyright 1955, LWML)
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Isaiah 25:6-9
6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
    a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,
    of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
7 And he will swallow up on this mountain
    the covering that is cast over all peoples,
    the veil that is spread over all nations.
8     He will swallow up death forever;
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces,
    and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth,
    for the LORD has spoken.
9 It will be said on that day,
    “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us.
    This is the LORD; we have waited for him;
    let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
Philippians 4:4-13
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned, in whatever situation I am, to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me.


Matthew 22:1-14
And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3 and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.”’ 5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ 10 And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.
11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”

