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I. INTRODUCTION
The tithe is not math. The tithe is not a rule. The tithe is not a religious habit.
The tithe is covenant.
To understand the tithe, you must understand the night God stepped into a blood path and bound Himself to bless Abraham. In the ancient world, a blood covenant meant:
“Your life is my life. Your strength is my strength. Your enemies are my enemies. Everything I have is yours, and everything you have is mine.”
It joined two lives. Two futures. Two destinies.
This covenant explains:
· why Abraham offered his son, Isaac,
· why God offered His Son, Jesus,
· why the tithe is the believer’s covenant return,
· and why the Blessing flows unhindered when the first portion is returned to God.
II. GOD CUTS THE COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM (Genesis 15 + Hebrews 6:13–18)
1. Abraham asks for covenant assurance
Genesis 15:6 “Abram believed the LORD, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”
Genesis 15:8 “Lord GOD… how can I know that I will possess it?”
· Abraham believed — but he longed for covenant certainty.
· Abraham is not doubting God. He is reaching for covenant certainty.
2. God initiates the covenant ceremony
Genesis 15:9–10 “Bring Me a heifer, a goat, and a ram, each three years old, along with a turtledove and a young pigeon. So Abram brought all these to Him, split each of them down the middle, and laid the halves opposite each other.”
A. A blood path is formed 
B. Two parties normally walk together 
C. Covenant means life‑for‑life commitment
D. This is the most serious agreement known to Abraham’s world.
3. Abraham cannot enter the covenant
A. Birds of prey descend 
B. Abram drives them away 
C. Darkness falls 
D. Abram collapses into deep sleep
· He is overwhelmed. 
· He is immobilized. 
· He is unable to stand.
E. Abraham cannot enter the covenant — and God does not allow him to.
· If Abraham walked the path, the covenant would depend on him. 
· God removes Abraham from the ceremony so the covenant rests entirely on Himself.
4. God walks the blood path alone
Genesis 15:17 “A smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces.”
A. God enters the blood 
B. God walks alone 
C. God carries the covenant Himself
D. This is God saying:
“If I fail to bless you, let what happened to these animals happen to Me.”
5. Meaning of the moment
A. The covenant rests entirely on God 
B. Abraham cannot break what God carries 
C. God binds Himself to bless
6. APPLICATION 
A. We do not tithe to make God faithful. 
B. We return the tithe because God already is faithful.

III. GOD SEALS THE COVENANT WITH AN OATH (Hebrews 6)
1. God swears by Himself
Hebrews 6:13–14 “When God made His promise to Abraham, since He had no one greater to swear by, He swore by Himself, saying, ‘I will surely bless you and multiply your descendants.’”
A. No greater name exists 
B. No higher authority stands above Him 
C. His own nature becomes the guarantee
2. Promise + oath = unchangeable foundation
Hebrews 6:16 “Men swear by someone greater than themselves, and their oath serves as a confirmation to end all argument.”
Hebrews 6:17 “God wanted to make the unchanging nature of His purpose very clear… He guaranteed it with an oath.”
Hebrews 6:18 “By two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie…”
A. God’s promise 
B. God’s oath 
Together they form the strongest covenant foundation in Scripture.
3. Why God gave the oath
A. To make His purpose “very clear” 
B. To give heirs certainty 
C. To anchor faith in His unchanging nature
4. APPLICATION — The tithe aligns with God’s oath
A. We tithe because:
· His promise is certain
· His oath is unbreakable
· His purpose cannot change
The tithe is covenant agreement with God’s oath.

IV. THE COVENANT TEST — ABRAHAM OFFERS ISAAC (Genesis 22)
1. Abraham offers his first and best
Genesis 22:2 “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love… and offer him.”
A. Isaac is the miracle son.
B. Abraham speaks resurrection faith:
Genesis 22:5 “We will return to you.”
He believes God can raise Isaac if necessary.
2. Isaac’s question exposes the missing piece
Genesis 22:7 “The fire and the wood are here… but where is the lamb?”
Abraham answers:
Genesis 22:8 “God Himself will provide the lamb.”
He names the Provider before he sees the provision.
3. Abraham raises the knife — Heaven intervenes
Genesis 22:10–12 “Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the angel of the LORD called out… ‘Do not lay a hand on the boy… now I know that you fear God.’”
A. God never wanted Isaac’s death 
B. God wanted to prove Abraham’s heart 
C. Trust becomes visible
4. God provides the substitute
Genesis 22:13 “Abraham looked up and saw behind him a ram caught in a thicket.”
A. Provision was present before it was perceived 
B. The ram takes Isaac’s place 
C. Substitution becomes prophetic
5. Prophetic pattern revealed
A. Abraham gives his first and best
B. God gives His first and best 
C. Moriah reveals the pattern
D. Calvary revealed the fulfillment
6. APPLICATION — The tithe is your Isaac
A. Returning the first tenth says:
“God, You get the first and best — not the leftovers.”
B. And God answers:
“Now I can open all I AM to you.”

V. THE COVENANT FULFILLMENT — GOD GIVES HIS SON
1. Moriah was the pattern — Calvary was the fulfillment
A. Isaac carried the wood → Jesus carried the Cross 
B. A ram took Isaac’s place → Jesus – the Final Passover Lamb took our place
C. Abraham offered his son → God offered His Son
2. Christ is the promised Seed
Galatians 3:16 “The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed… and that seed is Christ.”
3. Christ is God’s first and best
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son…”
4. Christ establishes the New Covenant
Matthew 26:28 “This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.”
5. APPLICATION — The tithe honors God’s gift
We return our first and best because He gave His first and best.

VI. WHY THE BLOOD COVENANT MATTERS FOR THE TITHE
1. The tithe stands on covenant, not on law
A. Abraham tithed before the Law 
B. God cut the covenant before Israel existed 
C. God swore the oath before Moses was born 
D. Christ fulfilled the covenant before the Church tithed
E. The tithe does not rise from legal command. 
F. The tithe rises from covenant relationship.
2. The tithe is covenant response,
A. God initiated the covenant 
B. God walked the blood path 
C. God bound Himself with an oath 
D. God provided the Lamb 
E. God fulfilled the promise in Christ
F. The tithe does not create covenant. 
G. The tithe responds to covenant.
3. The tithe is covenant alignment
A. When we tithe, we align:
· our heart with God’s place
· our increase with God’s portion
· our future with God’s promise
· our trust with God’s oath
B. The tithe is the believer’s “Yes, Lord — You are first.”
4. The tithe is covenant worship
A. The tithe is not money leaving your hand. 
B. The tithe is covenant honor returning to God.
C. It is worship that says:
“God, You gave Your best — I return my best.”
5. The tithe is covenant partnership
A. God gives → we respond 
B. God releases → we receive 
C. God protects → we trust 
D. God supplies → we honor
E. The tithe is not payment. 
F. The tithe is partnership.
6. APPLICATION — The tithe is covenant alignment with God’s unbreakable oath
A. Returning the first portion declares:
“God, I trust Your covenant more than my circumstances. 
I trust Your oath more than my feelings. 
I trust Your promise more than my paycheck.
 I trust Your Blessing more than any pressure that rises against me.”
B. The tithe is covenant alignment with the God who walked the blood path, swore by Himself, provided the Lamb, and sealed the covenant forever in Christ.

VII. FINAL APPLICATION
A. The Blood Covenant explains why the tithe is powerful:
· God gave Himself to Abraham
· Abraham gave his first and best
· God gave His first and best
· Jesus sealed the covenant forever
· The tithe is our covenant response
B. When you honor God with the first portion, you step into the covenant God cut with Abraham and fulfilled in Christ. 
C. You align yourself with His oath, His promise, and His Blessing.
