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Always Reforming 

A core teaching for Martin Luther and other church reformers in the sixteenth century was that 

God grants us salvation not because of our good works but by God’s grace through faith. Our 

good works flow out as our response to God’s great gift. 

The work begun by Luther and others has continued through the years. The church in North 

America may appear to be in decline today, but do not lose heart. The church is always in the 

process of reformation, and the Holy Spirit is always at work in the church. 

The church’s mission to bring good news to all also continues. Out of gratitude for God’s gifts to 

us, we go out to proclaim the gospel, work for justice and peace, and love our neighbors in all 

parts of the world. For some, good news comes in the form of word and sacrament. For others, 

good news is food, clothing, housing, advocacy, disaster relief, caring conversations, and much 

more. Wherever we go, we meet people where they’re at. 

On this Reformation Day, take time to pray for the church, for its ongoing reformation, for the 

healing of divisions, for the renewal of faith and mission, and for the strength to persevere in 

these efforts. How might you or your congregation support or participate in this important work? 
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