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One Word: Jesus

The tennis team had a word for the season: rally. That one word centered everything: “Extend
each rally.” “Rally when you’re down.” “Rally back after a rough week.” Each practice began
with the word “Rally” at the top of the chalkboard above the conditioning drills. The huddle
before each meet was broken with the shout “Rally!” And it wasn’t just on the team. At night,
when the coach’s family sat down to dinner, they all shared what they’d done that day to “rally”
in their lives. Everything and everyone was centered, gathered around that one word. In our lives
of faith, that one word is Jesus.

Jesus reminds his hearers that he is the cornerstone of faith: for the Pharisees, for the rest of the
crowd gathered at the temple that day, and for us, the church here and now. The grace we find in
Jesus’ love—the love that goes to the cross, to the empty tomb, and even beyond for us and our
salvation—is the bedrock of our faith as we live out the life to which we are called in baptism.
Jesus is the one word—indeed, Jesus is the Word—that gathers us together, that centers our
lives.

United to Jesus, the cornerstone of our lives, in baptism, we are also united with one another.
Today’s parable certainly showcases what human division can be and do at its worst, but in
Jesus, we are not divided. Where division causes hurt and suffering, unity in Jesus brings hope,
healing, and restoration. Where hope seems lost, Jesus rekindles that flame. Centered and united
around Jesus’ baptismal grace, we are empowered and emboldened to proclaim the good news of
Jesus, the cornerstone of our faith.
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