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F IRST E VANGELICAL L UTHERAN C HURCH  

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado  
(303) 776 -2800 | www.firstluth.org 

Pastor Stephanie Kopsch and Deacon Korra Looschen  

19th Sunday After Pentecost  
Feast Day  of St. Francis of Assisi  

October 4, 2026 — 9:30 a.m.  
Welcome to worship, we are glad you are with us!  

GATHERI NG   
PRELUDE   

INTRODUCTION  
On the cusp of the 13 th century a young man, born into the nobility of the city of Assisi, hears the voice of God 
saying, Francis, rebuild my church.  He not only rebuilt the chapel outside Assisi with his own hands but became 
the founder of one of the great religious orders, th e Franciscans.  Renouncing his inheritance and living in poverty 
beyond Assisi’s city walls, nature and animals became his companions and until today, Francis is credited with 
celebrating Christmas with the first nativity scene of live animals.  Today’s te xts reflect Francis’ passion for ministry 
and all life.  

WELCOME  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.  

Amen.  

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Compassionate God,  

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans 
from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world 
and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but 
only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.  Amen.  

GATHERING HYMN   “All Creatures, Worship God Most High”  ELW 835 vs. 1,2,3 

  

Ordinary Time  

http://www.firstluth.org/
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also,  with you.  

ELW 835  
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KYRIE  Page 120 
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THIS IS THE FEAST  Page 122 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, 
pardon; where there is doubt, faith ; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where 
there is sadness, joy.  

O divine Master,  
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be 
loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying 
that we are born to eternal life. Am en. 

Amen.  

READINGS  
Genesis 8:13 -19 

13 In the six hundred first year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from the 
earth, and Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked and saw that the face of the ground was drying. 14 In the 
second month, on the twenty -seventh day of the month, the earth was dry. 15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Go out of 
the ark, you and your wife and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. 17 Bring out with you every living thing that 
is with you of all flesh —birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth —so that they may 
abound on the earth and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18 So Noah went out with his sons and his wife and 
his sons’ wives. 19 And every animal, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went 
out of the ark by families.  

Word of God, word of life  

Thanks be to God  

Galatians 6:14 -18 

14 May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to 
me and I to the world. 15 For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything, but a new creation is everything! 
16 As for those who will follow this rule —peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God. 17 From now 
on, let no one make trouble for me, for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body. 18 May the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen.  

Word of God, word of life  

Thanks be to God  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

https://www.christianity.com/jesus/following-jesus/repentance-faith-and-salvation/what-does-faith-mean.html
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GOSPEL  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 11 th chapter beginning at the 25 th verse. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

Matthew 11:25-30 
25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from 
the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All 
things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 “Come to me, all you who are 
weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON  Pastor Stephanie Kopsch  

HYMN OF THE DAY  “All God’s Critters Got a Place in the Choir”   
 Choir sings verses and Congregation sings the Chorus (below)  

“All God’s critters got a place in the choir; some sing lowers and some sing higher,  

Some sing out loud on the telephone wire. Some just clap their hands o r paws or anything  

they got now.” 🐾 
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also,  with you . 

ANNOUNC E MENTS  
 

MEAL  
OFFERTORY  “God, Our Strength” by Eugene Butler  Chancel Choir  

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Let us pray.  

God of Creation,  

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with 

what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 

today and always.  

Amen  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    

The Lord be with you.  

And also,  with you.  

Lift up your hearts  

We lift them up to the Lord.  
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Page 130 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptati on, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever and ever.   
Amen.  
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LAMB OF GOD  Page 135 

 

COMMUNION  
This is the table of God. All who hunger for God's presence in their lives are invited to receive bread and wine. Please 
come forward at the direction of the usher. Our bread is gluten free, prepared and baked in a kitchen excluding wheat 
flour. The wine i s in the outer, darker circle of glasses in the communion trays while the lighter glasses in the center 
contain  grape juice. Should you prefer not to receive communion, please come forward for a blessing by crossing your 
arms in front of your chest. Come and see that the Lord is good.  

COMMUNION HYMNS   

 “One Bread, One Body”  ELW 496 

 “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  ELW 773 

 “We Come to the Hungry Feast”  ELW 479 
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COMMUNION BLESSIN G 

POST -COMMUNION PRAYER  
Let us pray,  

Sustaining God,  

with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this 
table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of 
Jesus, in whose name we pray .  
Amen  

SENDING  
SENDING OF COMMUNION  
In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these Holy Gifts, that those to whom you go may share 
with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.    

We who are many are one body, because we all share in one bread, one cup.   

Amen  

AMEN  

BLESSING  
The God of love  draw you into full accord and one mind,  in the body of Christ Jesus.  

Amen.  

The God of hope  grant you strength and joy in all circumstances  through the interceding of the Spirit.  

Amen.  

The God of grace  ☩ bless you now and forever.  

Amen.  

SENDING HYMN  “All Creatures, Worship God Most High”  ELW 835 vs. 4,5,6 

SENDING  
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.  

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE   
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ELW 835  
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Preacher/ Presider  Pastor Stephanie 
Kopsch  

Worship Assistant  Deacon Korra 
Looschen  

Council Hosts:  Amy Ley  
Rick Samson  

Ushers:  John Osberg  

Reader:  Shannon Satur  

Communion 
Assistants:  

Vicky Shiveley  
Dwight Tilford  

Organist/Pianist:  Gary Elmquist  

Livestream Operator  Shane Chatfield  

Page 130 

Welcome to Worship!  

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families 
can sit anywhere in the sanctuary, including the chapel 
near the front. 

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the 
Choir Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.  

LARGE -PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available 
from the ushers.  

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg 
Chapel parking lot, one -half block north of the church 
on Terry Street.  

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the 
church, along the hallway leading to the Big Room.  
There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower 
level near the elevator, and in the Big Room.  

WORSHIP SERVICES AND LIVE STREAMED AND 
RECORDED so that others may enjoy worship remotely. 
Please note that today’s worship service is audio and 
video recorded for online sharing and archival 
purposes.  

We love seeing you in worship!  

 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.  Text 
for the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2023.  Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress license #SBL14236.  


