GOSPEL MESSAGE

October 11, 2026
LECTIONARY 28
Welcomed In

A crowd gathered in the church basement like they did every third Thursday of the month. They
walked past the kitchen window. They grabbed their plates. They filled up cups of ice water and
coffee and swung by the dessert table on their way to folding chairs situated around circular
folding tables throughout the room. Conversations bubbled up as old friends greeted each other
around the free meal provided, as it was every month. Everyone was welcome, no questions
asked.

This image of a free meal in the church basement, attended by any and all comers, is reminiscent
of the wedding feast the king gives in today’s parable. When those who are invited fail to show
up, the king sends his servants out into the entire surrounding countryside to bring to the meal
any and all who will attend. The king doesn’t check credentials; the king doesn’t ask questions.
The joy of the wedding feast is open to all.

The parable tells us of one guest without a wedding robe, who winds up outside the joy of the
feast. This can cause us to worry or despair. Do we have a wedding robe fit for the kingdom of
heaven? What happens to us if we do not? Our baptism in Jesus, however, reminds us that we
have no need to fear. We have been clothed not with a robe but with the grace of Jesus, which
assures us that we, who have been gathered into the feast of the reign of God, have a place and
an inheritance among God’s people. Gathered around that table of grace, we too are sent to share
the good news and welcome others into the reality of God’s reign.
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