
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration 

 
 

6909 Maryland Avenue    •    Braddock Heights    •    Maryland 21714 

 
 

The Church of 
The Transfiguration 

October 4, 2026 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Feast of St. Francis & Blessing of the Animals 

 

Rooted in Christ     ~     Bound in Love     ~     Called to Ministry 



The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost: 
October 4, 2026 

* Please stand as you desire 
 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
 

10:15 AM Prelude 
“Morning Has Broken”             R. Lau 
 

The Word of God 
 

10:15 AM Processional Hymn  
“My Lord! What a Morning!” 
# 652; Glory to God Hymnal  
 

* Opening Acclamation             
Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

* 8:00 AM Song of Praise “Gloria” (All say)          
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord 
God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 
give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only 
Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world; have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father; receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 
are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

* 10:15 AM Hymn of Praise  
 “Glory to God” 
 # S-278; Hymnal 1982 
 

* Collect for the Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more 
ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or 
deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those 



things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for 
which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of 
Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The First Reading                 Isaiah 5:1-7 

Reader: A Reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
  

Let me sing for my beloved 
my love-song concerning his vineyard: 

My beloved had a vineyard 
on a very fertile hill. 

He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
and planted it with choice vines; 

he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

he expected it to yield grapes, 
but it yielded wild grapes. 

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and people of Judah, 

judge between me 
and my vineyard. 
 

What more was there to do for my vineyard 
that I have not done in it? 

When I expected it to yield grapes, 
why did it yield wild grapes? 

And now I will tell you 
what I will do to my vineyard. 

I will remove its hedge, 
and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, 
and it shall be trampled down. 

I will make it a waste; 
it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

I will also command the clouds 
that they rain no rain upon it. 
 
 



For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
is the house of Israel, 

and the people of Judah 
are his pleasant planting; 

he expected justice, 
but saw bloodshed; 

righteousness, 
but heard a cry! 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 80:7-14 
Let us pray today’s psalm responsively by half verse.  

7  Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

8  You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 
you cast out the nations and planted it. 

9  You prepared the ground for it; * it took root and filled the land. 

10  The mountains were covered by its shadow * 
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 

11  You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 
and its branches to the River. 

12  Why have you broken down its wall, * 
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

13  The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

14  Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and tend 
this vine; * preserve what your right hand has planted. 

 
 
 
 



The Second Reading                      Philippians 3:4b-14  

Reader: A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. 
 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to 
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless. 
 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 
Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I 
may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power 
of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in 
his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I 
do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

* 10:15 AM Sequence Hymn  
“There is a Wilderness in God's Mercy”         
# 435, vs. 1; Glory to God Hymnal 

 

* The Gospel                     Matthew 21:33-46 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted 
a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a 
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 



When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect 
his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and 
they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 
‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” 
So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when 
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They 
said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls 
on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it 
falls.” 
 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized 
that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they 
feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

* 10:15 AM Sequence Hymn  
“There is a Wilderness in God's Mercy”         
# 435, vs. 2; Glory to God Hymnal 
 

Sermon                           Rev. Lisa Bornt 
 

* The Nicene Creed                    
 

Presider Please stand as you are able, and let us proclaim our faith in the 
words of the Nicene Creed.  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate  

from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

         and the life of the world to come. Amen.                                
 

Prayers of the People  
adapted from The Canticle of the Sun by Francis of Assisi  
 

Be praised, O God, through our Brother Sun, who brings the day; May we 
share your radiance. Be praised, O God.  
 

Through Sister Moon and the stars; in the heavens you have made them. 
May we see what is precious in your sight. Be praised, O God.  
 

Through Brothers Wind and Air, and all the weather, by which you give your 
creatures nourishment. May we comfort those whom the wind and the rain 
have distressed. Be praised, O God.  
 

Through Sister Water; useful, and humble, and precious, and pure. May we 
all be refreshed, our hearts filled with every need. Be praised, O God.  
 



Through Brother Fire, through whom you brighten the night. Set us aflame 
with your love for the whole world. Be praised, O God.  
 

Through our sister Mother Earth, who feeds us and rules us, and produces 
fruits, flowers and herbs. Be praised, O God.  
 

Through brothers and sisters who forgive for love of you, for those who 
endure sickness and trial, and for those who serve the sick, and the needy. 
Be praised, O God.  
 

For our brothers and sisters through time who have died, that we may all 
dwell with you in eternal life. Be praised, O God.  
 

Concluding Collect                                    by the Presider 
 

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce 
gladly the vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, 
we may, for love of you, delight in your whole creation with perfectness of 
joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. ~ LFF Collect for St. Fransis, 2024 
 

A Prayer for our Animal Companions Who Have Died 
 

Let us pray. Gracious God, our hearts are filled with the memories of our 
beloved animal companions who have died, especially those we name 
aloud or in our hearts. (A time is kept for sharing names.)  

They enriched our lives, and we delighted in their company. We will always 
remember the loyalty and mischief of these beloved friends, and we will 
always miss them. May the deaths of these Creatures remind us that death 
is part of the natural end to earthly life. May these pets who have died carry 
on with you, O God, forever, until we join them in eternal life. Amen. 
 

A Blessing of the Animals 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of the universe, for all the creatures you have 
made. You keep them in your care and not one is lost from your sight. They 
glorify you, and each in their own way speaks to us of your beauty, your 
challenge, and your love. We especially give you thanks for our pets that we 
name aloud or in our hearts. (A time is kept for sharing names.) 



May we respect them and cherish them for they are your gift to us. O God, 
we ask that you bless these animals here present, those whose names 
have been shared, and every creature far and wide, that through their 
presence we may better know your will for all Creation. We ask this all in 
your holy Name. Amen. 
 
Prayer for Those Celebrating Birthdays, Anniversaries, and Special 
Thanksgivings: 
 

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and 
guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; 
comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they 
fall; and in their hearts may your peace which passes understanding 
abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Confession of Sin  
Presider: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence is kept.  
 

Presider and People  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone. 
 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 
us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory 
of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Presider prays  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the 
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.   
 

* The Peace  
Presider The peace of the Lord be with you always 
People And also with you. 
 

Announcements  
 



The Holy Communion 
 

10:15 AM Offertory Hymn 
“Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory”  
# 354; Glory to God Hymnal 
 

* 8:00 AM Presentation of our Gifts & Doxology (Spoken) 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise him all creatures here below.  

Praise him above ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

* 10:15 Presentation of the Gifts & Doxology      

“As Those of Old Their First Fruits Brought”  
# 705, v.3; H1982         tune: FOREST GREEN 
With gratitude and humble trust we bring our best to thee, 
to serve thy cause and share thy love with all humanity. 
O thou who gavest us thyself in Jesus Christ thy Son, 
help us to give ourselves each day until life's work is done. 
 

* The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B                                           
           The People remain standing as able. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The Presider proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the 
mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in 
our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn 
to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
 



* 8:00 AM Sanctus (All say) & 10:15 AM Sanctus  
S-128; Hymnal 1982   
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, (sung 2x) 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Presider continues. The People stand or kneel as they desire.  

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, 
you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
Presider and People 

We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray 
you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may 
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  
 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through 
him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things 
in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 



with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer             
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread        

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 

10:15 AM Fraction Anthem 
“Jesus, Lamb of God”       S-164; Hymnal 1982 
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world: 
give us your peace, give us your peace. 
 

The Invitation to Communion  
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 
 

10:15 AM Communion Hymn 
“Lord, We Have Come”     
# 503: Glory to God Hymnal     

 
 
 
 



Post Communion Prayer       

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed 
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing of St. Clare (All stand as able)   
 

Go forth in peace, for you have followed the good road. 
Go forth without fear, for God who created you has sanctified you, 
has always protected you, and loves you as a mother. 
And may God’s blessing be upon you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
          

* 10:15 AM Recessional Hymn  
“A Mighty Fortress is our God”               

 # 688; Hymnal 1982 
 

* Dismissal  
Priest Let us go forth in the name of Christ!  
People Thanks be to God!  
 

10:15 AM Postlude      
“A Mighty Fortress is our God”            W. Rudnick 

 

Adult Study Class meets in Memorial Hall today at 9:00 AM. 
Please join us in Memorial Hall for fellowship following the 10:15 AM. 

 
Today’s Ministers

8:00 AM 
Lector Brad Staup 
LEM  Tony Traini 

10:15 AM  
Lector Linda Myers 
LEM  Barbara Collins

Tellers: Scott Myers and Bernadette Roche 
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Next Sunday’s Ministers
8:00 AM 

Lector Brad Staup 
LEM  Tony Traini 

10:15 AM  
Lector Barbara Collins 
LEM  Hamp Tisdale

Tellers: Barbara Collins and Hamp Tisdale 
 

 

Parish Prayer Lists 
 

Diocese of Maryland 
Ascension, Westminster; All Saints’, Frederick; 
Christ Church, Columbia; Eleanor L. Holland; 

Jane O’Leary; Rebecca C. Warlow; Mary A. Eliot 
 

October Prayers for Body, Mind & Spirit 
John Rolph, Toni Beaird-Wilson, Mary Belcher, Dorothy Beaird,  
Stuart Delchamps, Ian Tisdale, Linda Galloway, Pearl O’Hara,  

James Belcher, Jr., Richard & Andi Galliher 
 

Weekly Parish Cycle of Prayer 
Eileen Ward, the Williams family, Molly Wilson 

 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Fred & Lisa Roberts, Lisa Roberts, Vince Parmesano 
 

Prayers for Returning Health and Healing 
Linda Myers, The Rev. Ellen Hurwitz, Mary Belcher, Andy Davis, Judy 

Willson, Erica Wood, Linda Turbyville, James Belcher, Jr., Eileen Ward, 
Pearl O'Hara, Celeste Wood, Michael Staley, Sydney Heimbrock,   

Marusia Zearfoss,  Rachel Payant,  Steven Ronquillo,  
Joe Ferraro John Killian, Roberto & Dory and their two sons,   

Jim Hubbard, Laura Adack, Carmen Calderon, Don Smith, Karl Kaefer, 
Ronnie and John Pawson, Carole Garvar, Eugene Roberts, Jackie Galliher,  

Bridget Hubbard, Todd Evans, Marilyn Roche, Marcia Shingleton 
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UPCOMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Middletown Valley Food Bank 
Middletown Valley Food Bank (MVFB) has particular needs for toilet paper, 
paper towels, laundry detergent, toiletries, and any / all food stuffs. Our 
Outreach Team has extended a challenge to donate 60 food & toiletry items 
each month in 2026. For the month of September, we gave 135 items, 78 
rolls of toilet paper, 15 rolls of paper towels, 9 boxes of tissues and 19 boxes of 

Ziploc bags! We have exceeded our goal every month this year – let’s keep it 
going! Thank you for offering these gifts of care for our community. 
 

Adult Education Group 
This informal group is held at 9:00 AM in the Memorial Hall. It is open to 
everyone and all are welcome. Come and share a donut and coffee as we 
discuss books about our faith. The book being discussed next is An Altar in 
the World: A Geography of Faith by Barbara Brown Taylor. 
 

Vestry Highlights 

• The Vestry set the 2027 Annual Meeting for Sunday, February 7th.  
 

• Transfiguration has received grant funds from the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources to purchase new trees for our 
campus. The planting will occur on October 14th with the time yet to be 
determined – you may see some blue flags and paint around campus 
denoting where the plantings will occur. Please connect with Tony 
Traini, our Junior Warden, if you are interested in assisting with this 
project.  

 

• The refinement of the website is complete – the Vestry encourages 
folks to check out these adjustments.  

 

Women’s Coffee Klatch 
Our Women’s Coffee Klatch will gather on Saturday, October 10th, in 
Memorial Hall at 10:30am. We will have coffee, tea, and a seasonal treat. 
 

Wednesday Game Nights ~ October 21st & November 18th 
We’ll be having two Wednesday game nights this Fall – one on 10/21, and 
one on 11/18 – both at 5:30pm in Memorial Hall. Dinner will be provided and 
bring a game to share.  
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The Church of the Transfiguration 
 

Please note that meetings with our priest associates 
can be arranged by calling the office. 

 
The Rev. Lisa Bornt 

The Rev. Ellen Hurwitz 
 

Ms. Jackie Galliher, Minister of Music 
Mr. Scott Myers, Senior Warden 
Mr. Tony Traini, Junior Warden 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 

8:00 A.M Holy Eucharist 
 

9:00 AM Adult Study in Memorial Hall 
 

10:15 A.M. Holy Eucharist with Music 
(in Sanctuary and Live Streamed) 

 

Prayers for Healing and Anointing 
on the 2nd Sunday of the month 

 

Office Hours 
Mon-Fri 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

 
6909 Maryland Avenue 

PO Box 87 
Braddock Heights, MD 21714 

Phone: 301.371.7505 
Fax: 301.371.9389 

www.tecott.us 
 

 

 

All music in this bulletin is reprinted under OneLicense.net A-712239 

 


