Community Group Study
1 Samuel 8 — If God Is King

Main ldea:

Israel faced a real problem, but their solution revealed a deeper issue: they wanted the
security of what everyone else had rather than the uncertainty of trusting God.

1. Read the Passage — 10 minutes
Read 1 Samuel 8:1-22.
As you listen, notice:
*  What problem are the elders trying to solve?

* What do they ask Samuel for?
* How does God interpret their request?

2. A Real Problem — 10 minutes

Samuel is old, and his sons are corrupt. Israel’'s concern is legitimate. But a real
problem does not automatically make our preferred solution the right one.

Discuss
1. What legitimate concerns were behind Israel’s request for a king?

2. Why can difficult circumstances make us rush toward solutions that feel secure?

3. “Like All the Other Nations” — 15 minutes

Read 1 Samuel 8:5, 19-20.

Israel wanted to be “like all the other nations.”

Their request sounded practical. Other nations had kings. Kings offered stability,

leadership, and protection.But God saw something deeper: they were placing their trust
in what they could see and control.



Discuss
3. Why was becoming “like the other nations” so attractive?

4. Where are we tempted to follow what everyone else is doing rather than asking what
God wants?

5. When can good planning or strategy become a substitute for trusting God?
4. Our Desire for Certainty — 15 minutes

Read 1 Samuel 8:6-9.

God says: “They have rejected me as their king.”Their deepest problem was not
leadership. It was trust.

Discuss
6. Why is uncertainty so difficult for us?

7. What good things can become sources of false security—money, leaders, plans,
institutions, possessions?

8. How can we tell the difference between wise planning and trying to control the future?
A helpful question is: “If this plan does not work out, can I still trust God?”

5. Bringing It Home — 10 minutes

Samuel warns Israel that the king they want will eventually take from them. Yet God
'?Alé)r\;]v.s them to choose.Their decision has consequences, but God does not abandon

Discuss

9. What does this passage teach us about God allowing us to make choices even when
He has warned us?

10. Where in your life are you most tempted to replace trust in God with the need to
control the outcome?

Closing Thought
We lose our way when our desire for certainty becomes stronger than our trust in God.

This week, pray: “God, You are King. Help me do what is mine to do, and trust You with
what | cannot control.”
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