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We have been considering the stories of 1 and 2 Samuel—the God who frames the stories of our lives.
We began with Hannah, watched her nurture and release Samuel, and listened as the boy learned to say,
Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.” By chapter 8, decades have passed. Samuel is old. The boy
who learned to listen now stands before a nation that is finding it increasingly difficult to listen.
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Before we come to the elders’ request, remember what has happened. Israel once carried the ark of the
covenant into battle as though the presence of God could be managed like a weapon. The Philistines
captured it and placed it beside Dagon, their god. By morning Dagon had fallen on his face. The ark
brought trouble wherever the Philistines sent it, until they finally sent it back. It is a strange, almost
humorous story, but its point is serious. Israel could not use God. The Philistines could not hold God
captive. God does not need us to protect Him. He is King.
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Then in chapter 7, Samuel calls Israel back to the LORD. The people put away their false gods, and God
delivers them from the Philistines. Samuel’s leadership bears fruit. The nation has seen what happens
when it turns toward God. Yet the next chapter opens with a new fear: what will happen when Samuel is
gone?
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So, what might this story be revealing to us. #F 4, XA F 7T 48 A& KA B T LAR?

Their choice reveal the condition of their hearts #f8EFE L E TN A S LT

"Samuel appoints his sons, Joel and Abijah, as judges. But they do not walk in his ways. They pursue
dishonest gain, take bribes and pervert justice. The elders have reason to be concerned. Their complaint
is not invented, and Samuel cannot ask the nation to overlook corruption simply because the offenders
are his sons.
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There is a word here for parents, especially parents of adult children. Samuel gave his sons names reflect
Samuel’s faith, but names cannot guarantee character. We can teach, model, pray, warn and love; we
cannot live another person’s faith for them. Where we have wounded our children, we ought to admit it
and seek forgiveness. Yet we are not sovereign over their choices. If a son or daughter has taken a path
that troubles you, do not measure the whole of your parenting by that one fact. Keep loving, keep praying,
and entrust to God what you cannot control.
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The elders come to Samuel and say, in effect, You are old, your sons are not like you, so appoint a king
to judge us like all the nations.” Their need for just leadership is legitimate. Their proposed solution reveals
something deeper. They want a king like their neighbours have—a visible figure who will go before them
and fight their battles. They want to know what the future will look like, and whom they can count on.
KEMRBME T @A, KELHH: “HRLEET, HROILTFXTEME, BTAFAEMNZ—NE
REEEA, BINE—#, 7 NEEZALNAF, INEZRFIAR. 20N E XD
ik, WEELZREHFAR, NEBE-NMRAENREN I ——NBEFLGAY, TULLEL
MaTdE, A Fik. B mE K RaAMFAHT, LALE AT LT MR #,

Lets be clear here, a human king was not beyond God’s purposes. Hannah’s song had already looked
forward to a king and to the Lord’s anointed. The question in chapter 8 is what kind of king Israel wanted,
and what place that king would have in their hearts. Would a king serve under God, or would he become
a substitute for trusting God? That is where the tension lies. The people had a good reason to be worried,
but fear was shaping their answer.The question in 1 Samuel 8 is what Israel expects its king to do. Will
he serve under God’s rule, or will the people turn him into a substitute for trust in God?
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Samuel is displeased, and he does something wise with his displeasure: he prays. God tells him, Itis not
you they have rejected, but they have rejected me from being king over them.” That must have hurt. After
years of faithful ministry, Samuel could easily have made the whole matter about himself. God gives him
a larger perspective. The people are turning away from the One who has led them through the wilderness,
raised up judges, and rescued them again and again.
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Samuel’s ministry matters, but Israel’s future does not depend on Samuel being indispensable. There is

freedom in that for anyone who leads, including pastors. We serve faithfully, but we cannot make people
respond to God. We are not the Messiah, and the church does not belong to us.
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Their desire for a king “like other nations “ was really an ambition to choose their own leader, rather than

wait on God to raise one up for them. In reality their wish to be like other nations was: Their choice
revealed the condition of their hearts - as does the kind of choices we make.
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So that is why God’s word is so important for you and I. FT A, SHAR&E KK, APa915E—TF T L,

Psalm 119:11 | have stored up your word in my heart, that | might not sin against you. Verse 105 says
Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light to my path
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Just as a plant naturally grows toward the sunlight, our everyday choices bend toward whatever holds our
deepest affection. They softly tell the story of what our hearts love most.
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Trading trust in God for the illusion of security. Aist= 2 & ag4748, kst L agiz 5.

God tells Samuel to warn the people what a king will take. He will take their sons for his army, their
daughters for his service, their fields and harvests, their servants and flocks. You shall be his slaves.”
Listen to that repeated word: take. The king who promises to secure their freedom may consume the life
they are trying to protect.
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For generations Israel had lived under the reign of God, led by prophets and judges. They had not lived
perfectly. Far from it. But God kept calling them back, defending and providing for them. Living under His
rule required trust and responsibility. They had to make godly choices without a king standing over every
decision. Sometimes we find that kind of freedom frightening. We would rather have a system we can
see, even if it asks more and more of us.
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This does not mean that government is bad or that leadership does not matter. Good government can
restrain evil, protect the vulnerable and serve justice. A capable leader can bring stability to a church or
community. But a government cannot make us righteous, and a pastor cannot remove every uncertainty.
When we ask a human leader to save us from fear, we place a burden on that person that no person can
carry.
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| once heard a story of a young man arguing politics with a woman on a bus. As their discussion grew
heated, he asked, Can your government make me love you?” It can make laws, collect taxes and punish
wrongdoing. Those things matter. But it cannot make a bitter heart forgiving, or a proud heart humble. We
must not ask politics to do the work of God in the human heart.
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And churches must hear this warning too. In an anxious season, it is tempting to search for a leader
impressive enough to make us feel safe. Of course character, wisdom and competence matter. We ought
to look for them. But a faithful pastor points us toward God; he or she cannot become the church’s source
of security. If we expect a leader to carry that weight, we will eventually wound both the leader and the
congregation.
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Their desire to choose a king of their own was a choice to conform to the culture around them - to be like
everyone else...
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There is another phrase in the elders’ request that should make us pause: like all the nations.” Israel
does not only want a king. They want to look like everybody else.
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It seems like a good strategy didn’t it. Other countries have systems that they use to keep things going,
why not us? Why do we have to be different? Lets use tested systems and avoid their pitfalls. This way
we don’t have to wait around for the next prophet God will raise - and who knows how long it
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We know that pressure—to fit in, to be like everyone else, not to stand out. That is exactly what Israel
says in 1 Samuel 8: ** Give us a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.”* On the surface, it
sounds reasonable. They want stability. Security. A clear leader. A system that seems to work for
everyone else.
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But sometimes what we call strategy is really disobedience dressed in respectable language. We do the
same thing. Our child says, Everyone else is doing it.” Adults are not much different—we simply give
better explanations. We compare homes, careers, children’s achievements, even churches. We spend
money we do not have to maintain an image we cannot sustain. We convince ourselves that we are simply
being wise, practical, or realistic.
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But comparison can make God’s provision look inadequate simply because someone else has something
different. That was Israel’s problem. They were not merely asking for better leadership. They wanted the
security of what everyone else had rather than the uncertainty of trusting God.**And that is the danger:
we can call it strategy when, underneath, we have already decided that God’s way is not enough.
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**Paul tells us in Romans 12 not to be conformed to this world, but to be transformed by the renewing of
our minds. Think of a mold pressing material into its shape. That is what comparison can do to us: it
presses our lives into somebody else’s pattern. God’s transforming work moves deeper. It takes time—
prayer, Scripture, obedience, repentance, community—and changes us from within. He is forming people
who can listen and love, not merely people who appear successful.
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The real issue with these elders is control. They want a system they can see, a king they can point to, an
army they can organize, a structure they believe will manage the risk.
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And we can fall into the same trap. There is nothing wrong with planning. There is nothing wrong with
strategy. But strategy becomes dangerous when it becomes a substitute for trust. And that was Israel’s
temptation - to use strategy to secure for themselves what God was asking them to trust Him for.
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Even then, God does not give up on them.Bp{gdmt., EFA45KE A &FHA,

After Samuel’s warning, the people still refuse to listen. No! We want a king over us. Then we will be like
all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles.” They have heard
the cost, and they still want what they can see.
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Samuel takes their words back to the LORD. And then comes the surprising answer: Listen to them and
give them a king.” God allows them to make the choice He has warned them about.
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We should not rush past that. God’s patience does not make their choice wise. Israel's kings will often
prove painfully inadequate; even the better kings will be flawed. The consequences will be real. Yet God
does not cancel His covenant or stop working among His people. He meets them in the life they have
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chosen and continues His redemptive purpose there. Grace is not the removal of every consequence.
Grace means God does not abandon us when we have chosen badly.
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That story will eventually awaken a longing for a different King. Jesus does not come to take fields and
children for His own advantage. He gives Himself for His people. He enters a world that rejects Him and
bears that rejection on the cross. Here we see what God’s kingship looks like most clearly: authority
exercised in self-giving love.
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So | want to bring the question home. If God is King,
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If God is King:
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If God is King, how does that translate into my family life?
R EFAE, XAEHFARNTELE?

If God is King, how does that translate into my work life?
R EFAE, XREHF ARG TIELE?

If God is King, how does that translate into my financial life?
R EFAE, ZREHI ARG EIMHFLEE?

If God is King, how does that translate into my relationships?
R EwAE, TREKFRARHAITKRA?

If God is King, how does that translate into the choices | have to make this week and
month?
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If God is King, what changes do | have to make in my life?
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It is one thing to sing that Jesus is Lord. It is another to let His lordship rearrange our habits, our ambitions
and the way we treat people on Monday morning. We may discover places where we, too, would rather
have manageable security than trust. If we do, let us not hide from Him. The God who spoke to Samuel
is still patient with His people. We can listen again. We can bring our fear to Him. And we can take the
next faithful step under the care of our King.
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