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GOOD NEWS 

 Where’s the Good News?? It has become a 
cliché that you won’t find any, especially in the media. I 
get it. I feel that too. And it’s not just the things that 
happen in the world, events like the war with Iran, or the 
behavior of politicians before the midterms… I hear and 
read a lot about the “mood” or “attitude” in our society 
that is increasingly negative. Quick anecdote: I got rear-
ended on the NJ Turnpike last week; my Prius got towed 
to a lot in Carteret where it sits. I went to get everything 
out of the car yesterday and the first thing the tow lot 
employee asked me was if I was going to sue the guy 
who hit me. I said no… but he then made a financial 
case for why I should. “I see it all the time,” he 
said. Suing the guy who hit me would not be the right 
thing in this case, so why is doing the right thing the 
exception? The tow lot worker shook my hand for me 
being a good person. Seriously.  
           We all want to do the right thing and see some of 
the fruits of that. But a lot of us are also all exhausted 
and have a diminished capacity to “do one more thing.” I 
noticed the collective sigh of relief during last Sunday’s 
sermon when I said I wouldn’t ask y’all to “do one more 
thing.”  The sermon was on Jesus’ parable about two 
brothers working in a vineyard. This Sunday’s Gospel is 
another parable about workers in a vineyard (Matthew 
21:33-46) who don’t do the right thing. It’s a parable of 
judgment.          
So where’s the Good News? It’s in the great lengths God 
goes to—coming all the way down in Jesus Christ—to 
create the conditions for the fruits of righteousness, all 
those good things we want in our world but don’t 
see. The failure isn’t on God’s part but ours (there’s the 
judgment). But how much easier would it be to say “Yes” 
to God knowing and trusting that the Holy Spirit has 
done all these amazing things in our lives and in the 
lives of others? The good is right there, right in front of 
us, begging to be noticed and grasped and shared. It’s 
the Spirit within us and others working below the surface 
of what your media feed will tell you. This comfort and 
encouragement makes it easier to say “Yes” to working 
in the vineyard, makes it a pleasure as a matter of 
fact. There’s the Good News. 
Peace,  
Pr. Christian  

BLESSING OF 
THE ANIMALS, 
TONIGHT AT 

6:00 PM! 
Please join us for a 
Blessing of the 
Animals during our 

6:00pm Evening Worship service on Sunday, 
October 4. We will have the service outdoors in the 
circle next to the cemetery. All animals are welcome 
(please make sure they are on a leash, in a carrier, or 
otherwise controlled…and be prepared to clean up 
any messes!) Or please feel free to bring a photo of 
your furry or feathered friend to be blessed instead. 
Children are encouraged to bring a stuffed animal if 
they so desire! 
As a reminder, our Sunday Evening Worship 
takes place on the first and third Sundays of the 
month. For the Fall and Winter months, the 
services will begin at 6:00pm. It's simpler, shorter, 
and has Holy Communion at every service. Give it 
a try! 

 
RISE AGAINST 

HUNGER OCT. 25,  
REGISTER NOW! 

Help us package 70,000 
meals! On Sunday, 
October 25, St. Matthew’s 

Lutheran Church will host our 5th annual Rise 
Against Hunger Community Meal Packaging 
Event—the second-largest Rise Against Hunger 
event in the region. 

We have already raised $21,475 
toward our $28,117 goal. After 
this year’s event, our community 
will have packaged more than 
280,000 meals for Rise Against 
Hunger! Volunteers of all ages 
are welcome, including children 
as young as 4. Choose one of 

three fun, two-hour shifts and help us feed hope 
together. We especially need help during the 1:00-
3:00pm and 3:00-5:00pm shifts! 
Sign up, volunteer or donate by clicking the QR 
code. The links are in this week’s online ATC and 
on the church website! 

https://act.riseagainsthunger.org/event/meal-packaging-event-st-matthews-lutheran-church-october-25-2026-chester-springs-pa/e832906


MISSION IN: CARD 
MAKING EVENT 

TODAY! 
Mission In will be holding a 
card making event TODAY, 
Sunday, October 4 at 10:30am 

in the CLC. We invite everyone to join us to create 
general support type cards and Thanksgiving cards to 
be sent to church members. We will supply materials 
and instructions. Hope to see you there! 

 
ST. 

MATTHEW’S 
SCHOOL 

 CONSIGNMENT 
SALE,  

OCT. 16 & 17 
The Fall Children’s Consignment Sale, benefiting 
St. Matthew’s School, will take place on Friday 
and Saturday, October 16 and 17. New sellers are 
always welcome! 

Friday, October 16: 
9:00am–3:00pm SPECIAL PARENT AND CHURCH 
SHOPPING DAY 
5:30pm–7:30pm OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Saturday, October 17: 
8:00 am – 10:00 am ***50% OFF SALE*** 
If you would like to consign or volunteer to help, 
contact Chrissy Guyer at stmattssale@gmail.com 

We will be accepting donations of FALL and 
WINTER clothing (birth through teen), as well as 
puzzles, books, games, toys, baby equipment, 
outdoor play toys, bikes and electronics. All 
donations must be in the garage (shed near 
playground) by October 13. All items must be 
clean (no stains please) and in working 
order. Dirty or broken items will be thrown away. 

 

 
DISCOVERING ST. MATTHEW’S: 

A NEW THREE-PART SERIES BEGINS 
OCT. 18 

We are excited to offer a three-part class for 
anyone who may be new or would simply like to 
learn more about St. Matthew’s and our Lutheran 
faith. 
Whether you are new to our congregation or have 
been worshiping with us for some time, this is a 
wonderful opportunity to connect, ask questions, and 
grow. 
Each session will be led by Pastor Christian and 
include members from the Congregational Council 

and feature leaders who will share about the 
ministries of St. Matthew’s. Plenty of time will be 
provided for Q&A in an informal setting. 
All sessions will be held in the Christian Life 
Center (CLC) following Sunday service and will 
last about an hour. 
Childcare will be provided if you have young kids. 
Oct. 18: Session #1 will explore what it means to be 
Lutheran, including our core beliefs, worship 
traditions, and theological foundations. 
For the complete session schedule, please visit 
our church website under “Events.” 
If you have any questions about this program, please 
contact the church office: office@stmatthews-
church.org OR Pr. Christian: 
cmcmullan71@gmail.com 

 
TRUNK OR 

TREAT, OCT. 24 
Join us for our third 
annual Trunk or Treat on 
the Church Grounds on 
Saturday, October 24 
from 3:00-5:00pm. 
Admission is FREE and 
open to the whole 
community! Put on your 
costumes (and your 
biggest smiles) and trick 
or treat among the Trunks! 
We will also have a DJ, a 

petting zoo, a photo booth, crafts, games and prizes. 
Hope to see you there! To sign up to be a trunker or 
to help us at the event, please find the link in the 
online ATC! 

 
YOUTH NEWS 

 
OUR HIGH SCHOOL OASIS GROUP RESUMES 
THIS COMING SUNDAY, OCT. 4 from 6:30-8:00pm 
at St. Paul's. OASIS is an opportunity to relax and 
unwind from the stresses of the week, and engage in 
body-and-brain-calming activities and conversations, 
as well as enjoy some food and each other's 
company. All 9th-12th graders are welcome to join us, 
including friends. No sign up is necessary; just show 
up. 
 
AND THE WINNER OF THE 'CHOOSE YOUR OWN 
EVENT' COMPETITION ON OCTOBER 11 
IS...INDOOR ROCK CLIMBING!  (It wasn't even 
close.)  All 6th-12th graders, including friends, are 
invited to join us next Sunday, October 11 from 1:00-
2:30pm at the Downingtown Rock Gym, 462 Acorn 

mailto:stmattssale@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ADA623A1F49-65609427-trunk
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E49ADA623A1F49-65609427-trunk


Lane in Downingtown for a fun afternoon!  The cost 
will be $15 per youth participant, or $25 for two or 
more youth from the same household.  Sign up in 
the online ATC by this Thursday, Oct. 8 to join us.  
 
OUR NEXT GOOD WORKS YOUTH WORK DAY 
will be Saturday, October 24 from 8:15am-3:45pm. 
Spend a Saturday helping make repairs to homes for 
people in need in our area.  All 10th-12th graders 
(note change in age range) are welcome to join 
us; if you're thinking about participating in Appalachia 
Service Project next summer, this is a great way to 
get some idea of what that ministry is all about! Sign 
up in the online ATC by Wednesday, Oct. 14 to 
participate! 
 
RISE AGAINST HUNGER IS COMING ON SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 25, and once again we're going to have 
a special "youth shift" from 1:00-3:00pm at St. 
Matthew's. Bring your family and friends!  As a 
special treat, pizza will be provided at noon in St. 
Matthew's downstairs lounge for youth and their 
families. Even if you can't make the 1:00 shift, you 
can still help out at either the 11:00am or 3:00pm 
times. Scan the QR code in the RAH article or find the 
link in the online ATC to participate in a really fun 
event that helps feed the world. 
  
THE "WHAT REALLY MATTERS" RETREAT FOR 
MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH takes place Saturday 
afternoon, November 7-Sunday afternoon, 
November 8. All 6th-8th graders are encouraged to 
participate in this retreat involving Lutheran 
congregations from across Southeast Pennsylvania 
Synod, to spend 24 hours making new friends, 
experiencing fun activities and games, and thinking 
more about what is most important in life. The cost is 
$80 per youth participant. Sign up deadline is 
Sunday, October 18 and is located in the online 
ATC.  
 
ARE YOU THINKING ABOUT ATTENDING THE 
ELCA YOUTH GATHERING NEXT SUMMER?  All 
current 8th-12th graders are invited to take part in a 
once-every-three-year experience that brings together 
16,000+ high school youth from Lutheran churches 
across the United States, to spend five days together 
around the theme of "Imagine More." In 2027, the 
Gathering will be held from June 28-July 2 in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Interested? Registration 
opens in mid-October and we need to have our 
group together by mid-November, so let our 
Youth Director, Craig Miller, know as soon as 
possible to be included on our roster. 
Questions?  Contact Craig at 
craigyouthmin@gmail.com, or 484-320-0785. 
 
REGISTRATION IS OPEN NOW FOR NEXT 
SUMMER'S APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT 

WORK WEEK!  We will again be sending work 
crews to Central Appalachia to make homes safer, 
warmer, and drier for families in need of some 
help. Our trip will be Saturday, July 17-Saturday, 
July 24, 2027. Youth who are currently in 7th-12th 
grades are eligible to participate. The cost per person 
is $400 with scholarships available for those who 
need financial assistance; fundraising events 
throughout the year will also provide opportunities for 
families to reduce their out-of-pocket costs. To sign 
up, go to the ASP Online Registration Portal 
(located in the online ATC and church website) 
and enter “17700” as the group number to select 
our trip; if you have not participated in ASP 
before, you will need to create a new account in 
the participant’s name. You will also need to pay a 
$150 non-refundable deposit by December 1. 
Questions about ASP? Contact Craig Miller at 
craigyouthmin@gmail.com, or 484-320-0785. This is 
an experience not to be missed! 

 
Pints & Parables: Monday, 
October 5, 7:00pm at 
MaGerks in Lionville. Come 
join us for stimulating 

conversation & fellowship, in a laid-back relaxing 
atmosphere. 
Faith Discussions: Next meeting in the Lounge on 
Tuesday, October 6. all are welcome! 
Men’s Breakfast: Saturday, October 10. Please 
bring something to cook and share. Food prep begins 
at 8:00am with breakfast starting at 8:30am. 
Questions? E-mail Tim Guyer: ttguyer@gmail.com 
Mission In: Next meeting Sunday, October 11 at 
10:45am in the CLC. Hope to see you there! 
Coffee & Christ: Saturday, November 7, 8:30am at 
Starbucks in Chester Springs.  

 

ST. MARY’S MEAL: 

NEXT MEAL, OCT. 25 
The next meal delivery to St. 
Mary’s Franciscan Shelter will 

be on Sunday, October 25, and 
the sign up is now in the online ATC. Full details 
with the requirements are listed on the church website 
and on the Sign-Up Genius. If you have any 
questions, please contact Mindy Elmer: 
mlong1011@comcast.net 

 
REGISTER FOR FAITH FORMATION, 

TEACHERS ARE ALSO NEEDED! 
The 2026-27 Faith Formation Year has begun! 
Faith Formation is open to any child ages 3-11 
and classes are held during our Sunday 9:30am 
service. Children will learn Bible stories and 
prayers, and participate in fun activities to plant 
the roots of faith. 



The link to Sign Up 
is posted on the 
online ATC and on 
the church website.  
We are also in need 
of several 
volunteers to teach 
and to help out in 
our Faith Formation 
classes at least 
once per month. 
IMPORTANT NOTE: 
All teachers and 
helpers will need 
clearances and 

Youth Protection Policy training. 
For more information, please contact our Faith 
Formation Coordinator Beth Bilinski at 
stmattsfaithformation@gmail.com or 610-804-8380. 

 
COMMUNITY 

GARDEN UPDATE 

This year’s veggies 
include several varieties 
of tomatoes, tomatillos, 
bell peppers, banana 
peppers, summer 
squash, gordini lettuce, 
pole beans, bush beans 

and cucumbers. We are also growing some herbs 
including papalo, basil, chives and parsley.  
So far, we have harvested 1036 pounds that we have 
donated to the Chester County Food Bank.  
If you are interested in helping in the garden, please 
contact Meghan Comegys 
megcomegys@gmail.com, Desiree Lee 
dal2123@yahoo.com or Jim Rutledge 
jrutman2005@yahoo.com  

 

 

HELP THE HOMELESS:  
DONATE SOCKS NOW-OCT. 31! 

We are collecting new adult male socks during 
“Socktober.” The collected items will be 
distributed to the homeless and less fortunate. 
We hope to reach over 750 people, so we will 
need LOTS of socks! 
This movement began with one boy who you may 
know as the “Kid President.” (Google him!)  
Collection bins are in the CLC lobby and the church 
office porch. Thanks for your support!  
 

 
BUTTER BRAIDS YOUTH 

FUNDRAISER THROUGH NOV. 5 
Our youth ministry will be holding a Freckled 
Moose Butter Braids fundraiser now through 
November 5, with proceeds benefitting our Youth 
Gathering and Appalachia Service Project trips 
this coming summer. Butter Braids are frozen 
pastries that can be stored and brought out to serve 
on special occasions, or whenever the mood hits 
you! Find the link to order in the online ATC or the 
church website under “Events.” Print order forms 
are also available on the church website!  

 

 

CHECK OUR LOST & FOUND BIN! 
Now that we're getting into the cooler weather 
months, please check the Lost and Found bin, 
located on the table in the back of the Narthex. We 
have several items in there, including water 
bottles, glasses, books, clothing, keys and even a 
phone! Let's reunite some of the items back to their 
owners! If you have any questions about lost and/or 
found items, please contact Sara in the church office: 
srichardson@stmatthews-church.org 

 


	NEXT MEAL, OCT. 25

