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October 4th, 2026
World Communion Sunday











We Approach
Acknowledgement of Territory
Statement of Inclusivity
Lighting of the Christ Candle
As people all over the world are gathering at the table, we centre ourselves around this candle, the candle of Christ, lit to remind us that people all over the world have the light of Christ within and amongst them so that we know, we are not alone. Be a light in our heart and lives now as we worship, O God.
Sung Response: “This is the Day”  MV 122
This is the day that God has made;
	we will rejoice and be glad! (Repeat)
Singing hallelu, singing hallelu, singing hallelu!
	We will rejoice and be glad! (Repeat)
Announcements, Joys and Concerns, Birthdays 
Call to Worship: 
The banquet table is prepared and God calls us to the feast. We have come from east and west, from north and south, to sit at Christ’s table. Here compassion, love, and grace pour out like fine wine. Here we taste the bread of life, bread for our journey. There are gifts of God for all the people of 
God. Let us taste and see that the Lord is good!
Opening Prayer:
Steadfast God, as the seasons change, we know you to be ever-constant and see that you are still at work in the world,
transforming hearts and situations. You have shown us the true face of love in Jesus Christ, reaching out with healing and hope to touch desperate lives. We praise you for your love that works for reconciliation among neighbours and nations in this divided world. May we see the face of Jesus as we break bread at his table. Renew our hope by the gift of your Spirit at work among us, so that we can live to praise you as one God now and always with the whole Church that bears 
Jesus’ name. Amen.
Hymn: “Let Us Build a House”  MV 1
Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can 
safely live,
a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to 
forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and 
vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this 
place.
Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are 
strong and true,
where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s 
reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of 
God’s grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:		
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this 
place.
Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine 
and wheat;
a banquet hall on holy ground, where peace and justice 
meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time 
and space;
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:		
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this 
place.
Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the 
wood and stone
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word 
they’ve known.
Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s 
face;
let us bring an end to fear and danger:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this 
place.
Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and 
visions heard
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words 
within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and 
songs of grace;
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this 
place.
[bookmark: _Hlk168384546]Prayer of Confession: 
Almighty God, you love us, but we have not loved you. You call, but we have not listened. We walk away from neighbours in needs, wrapped in our own concerns. We fail to condone evil, prejudice, warfare, and greed. God of grace, Forgive who we have been, amend who we are and direct who we shall be
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.
Words of Assurance
Hymn: “When Aging Takes its Toll”  TLUS 34
When aging takes its toll,
when bones grow thin and frail,
we know you hold us fast, O God;
your love will never fail,
your love will never fail.
When suff’ring dulls the mind,
when weakness kindles fear,
in faith and hope we cling to you,
our strong protector, near,
our strong protector, near.
When sight and hearing dim,
when treasured mem’ries fade,
then, faithful God, for-get us not,
but care for all you made,
but care for all you made.
When sick-ness slows our steps,
when pain consumes our days,
you see the in-most heart, O God,
and count our trust as praise,
and count our trust as praise.
Consoling, healing God,
in your embrace we rest.
With tranquil joy we give you thanks
that we are loved and blest,
that we are loved and blest.
Passing the Peace: 
Peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you.
Take time to say hello to those in attendance,
 mindful of the flu and cold season.
Young @ Heart: “Breads of the World”
Hymn: “Seek Ye First the Kingdom”  VU 356
	Seek ye first the kingdom of God
	and God’s righteousness,
	and all these things shall be added unto you.
	Hallelu, hallelujah.
	Ask and it shall be given unto you;
	seek and you shall find;
	knock and the door shall be opened unto you.
	Hallelu, hallelujah.
	We do not live by bread alone,
	but by every word
	that proceeds from the mouth of God.
	Hallelu, hallelujah.
Service of the Word
Scriptures: 
Hebrew Scripture: Isaiah 5:1 – 7
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 
Write these words in our hearts, Dear God.  

Anthem: Choir - “I’m Gonna Eat at the Welcome Table”
Afro-American Spiritual arr. by Carl R. Diton
Message: “Bigger Tables”   Rev. Tracy Fairfield
This summer, I had the privilege of going to Naramata Retreat Centre, this time for Queer Camp with my son Dakota. As many of you may know, on the way there, on Naramata Road, you’ll see dozens of vineyards and wineries dotting the winding road. Their investments are gigantic; all with a guarded hope that the vines once planted, will produce an abundant crop, and a sweet delightful final product. Sometimes that’s not the case though.
However, where is God when tragedy strikes or evil is perpetrated? Why won’t God heal the divisions in our country today? When will we have peace on earth? Why doesn’t God do something about …? Fill in the blank with whatever you see happening in your life or the world today that concerns you
I know the heartbreak, disappointment, sorrow, frustration, and anger behind those kinds of questions, and I’ll bet you do too. I’m betting every one of us has asked or at least wondered about those questions. I think they’re the questions many of us live with and are asking today in light of everything that is happening. 
We’re not, however, the only ones asking those kinds of questions. We’re not the only ones experiencing heartbreak, disappointment, sorrow, frustration, and anger about not getting what we expected. 
“When I expected it to yield grapes,” God says, “why did it yield wild grapes?” 
Isaiah describes how God dug a vineyard, cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines. Then God built a watchtower in the midst of the vineyard and hewed out a wine vat in it. And now God wants to know, “What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it?” God “expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.”
God “expected justice but saw bloodshed.” God expected “righteousness but heard a cry!” God didn’t get what God expected or wanted.
How can that be? That God wouldn’t or couldn’t get what God expects or wants doesn’t fit with many of the images and concepts we have of who God is and how God is. 
Some of my earliest memories of prayer are asking God to let me go fishing, to catch a lot of fish, and a really big one. After all God was all powerful, all knowing, and present everywhere. Letting me catch some fish should be easy for the Big Guy in the Sky. I believed God was bigger, faster, and stronger than me. God was – to use a phrase from my childhood – “Faster than a speeding bullet! More powerful than a locomotive! Able to leap tall buildings in a single bound!” Maybe God was Superman for you too. Maybe God still is.
Somewhere along the way God became a scorekeeper and the dispenser of rewards and punishments. You know, the God who’s making a list, checking it twice, and going to find out whose naughty and nice. Has that ever been your understanding of God?
If God was Superman and Santa Clause then it was easy to conclude God also was like a Coke Machine. All I need do was put in the correct change – good behavior, right beliefs, a sincere and faithful prayer – make my selection, and I would get whatever I wanted. Have you ever lived with a God like that?
When the Coke Machine stole my money or gave me what I didn’t ask for I was told that the Man Upstairs (and it was always a man) had a reason for everything and someday I would know and understand. God was like a puppeteer planning my life and directing my every move. 
Have you ever lived with any of those as your image of God or prayed to that kind of God? What other images or concepts of God have you had? And who is God for you today?
As much as I sometimes still want to hang on to my old images and concepts of God, they never really matched my experience of God. And none of them describe the God we get in today’s reading from Isaiah. God is heartbroken, disappointed, frustrated. Maybe we need to reconsider our images and concepts of God. 
· What if God is not Superman, Santa Clause, a Coke Machine, the Man Upstairs, or the Puppeteer in charge of your life?
Here’s why I ask this question. Isaiah describes two vineyards – the one God intends and envisions, and the one God gets and sees. There’s a gap between those two vineyards, between what is and what could be. Where do you see that gap today in your life, this community, our country? And what is it asking of you? What would it take for you to close it? 
It’s about nothing less than giving God existence, and making God present today, here and now, in the midst of whatever might be going on. It’s about God’s expectations and desires coming to fruition in the vineyards of our lives, this community, our country. 
And that’s on us. Superman is not going to do it. Santa Clause is not bringing it. And the Coke Machine isn’t dispensing it. That’s our work. That’s our participation in the divine life. I wonder how you and I will do that.
When 4 local pastors from 5 United Churches in the area sat down together, we didn’t start with a big program or a strategic plan. We started with a question:
What could happen if we stopped trying to do ministry alone?
We also knew something deeper — God was calling us to something different. We didn’t yet know exactly what that “different” would look like, but we were convinced the Spirit was leading us to step out in faith. From the very beginning, God was in this process, nudging us toward new ways of serving, building bridges in a divisive world. Years ago this lead to the creation of the Mid-Fraser Cluster, and is still very strong and active today.
In our little corner of Langley/Abbotsford, most of our congregations were facing similar challenges. Our youth groups were non-existent. Our children’s ministries were faithful but dwindling. We were doing good work — but we knew we could do better together.
The pastors of our 5 churches decided the first thing we needed was not a program but relationships. Before launching anything big, we gathered our church leaders to talk about what shared ministry could look like. The ideas flew fast — combined youth groups, shared confirmation classes, joint Bible studies, community service projects — but we agreed on one thing:
We couldn’t truly partner until we knew one another. A bigger table was needed.
So, we began with shared meals. That’s what the United Church does best. At first it was Clergy lunches, to support and keep our heads above water. Later, we held cluster-wide events and even created cluster-wide committees. We had expanded the Messy Church concept to invite family and people from all generations to join us once a month. Then it expanded to three churches sharing a summer worship schedule, one that was so dynamic and fruitful!
This Mid-Fraser Cluster of ours is a huge success. It’s been confirmed to be THE MOST successful and healthy functioning cluster in The United Church of Canada. Within these past years, we went from shared meals to shared ministry. We hosted a joint Bible study, an Advent Festival, and even shared Ash Wednesday services. We also survived Covid together. We had and continue to have social events that rally everyone together, and educational events too, like the Kairos Blanket event, or the upcoming viewing of the educational movie “1946”.  We have worked several years on the Mission Pride Festival, and Tree Planting with the Earth Stewards. I’m sure I’ve forgotten many joint ventures.
Now, a few years in, our churches don’t just share events — we share life. Congregants invite each other to personal celebrations. We swap volunteers for big projects. It is my hope that we can grow and expand and nurture even more. To make bigger tables, and smaller fences.
This Mid-Fraser Cluster hasn’t erased our differences — it’s helped us see them as a gift. Each church’s culture brings something unique to the table. And the table is much bigger than any one of us could have built alone.
	Because this is World Communion Sunday we are reminded that millions of other Christians have heard the same invitation, and so as we join together at the Lord’s Table and partake of the Bread of Life, we find union with God and with one another. But the table isn’t ours to control, and so in the Spirit of God’s presence we gather today around the One Table of the Lord, as the one body of Christ, inclusive of differences, of ethnicity; and we gather as male and female, young and old, gay and straight, rich and poor.  
World Communion Sunday, the first Sunday in October, is a celebration that began in the 1930s in a Presbyterian church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and in which Christians around the world break bread with the aim of breaking down the barriers that separate us.
On World Communion Sunday, we look across the national, ethnic, historical, and theological divisions that keep us apart and break bread, so that by taking communion, we remind ourselves that there is only one body of Christ, and his "New commandment" was to love one another. We can share 
Christ better together. May it be so. Amen.
Gathering at the Table
Hymn: “O God, by Your Mercy, We Come to This Place”  
O God, by your mercy we come to this place.
We feast at your table on gifts of your grace.
We taste your forgiveness, then learn what to do:
"Do justice, love kindness, walk humbly" with you.
O Christ, we're not strangers or enemies here.
For we're at your table, and you've made it clear:
We all are God's children, and blessed from above,
we're global, connected, and shaped by your love.
Lord, we look around and see hate everywhere.
Yet, you've shown us grace! It's a gift we're to share.
May we share this grace till your blessings increase
through justice and dialogue, kindness, and peace.
Through missions and meetings where justice is shown,
though co-ops where farmers learn they're not alone,
through youth who are willing to try something new,
God, make us good partners in working with you.
O Spirit, we pray that you'll move through the church,
till peace, love and unity cover the earth.
O God, bless these gifts with your grace from above,
till others find joy in the feast of your love.**
God be with you.
And also with you.
Open your hearts.
We open them to the Creator.
Let us give thanks to our Creator.
It is right to join the universe in thanking God.
God our Creator, source of everything in the universe, we bring before you this day, bread and cup and with it we bring before you the whole cosmos to say:
Thank you, God, thank you!
Thank you for joining the web of creation for living and dying among us to redeem us and all creation: Thank you God, thank you!
Thank you for rising to life permeating the cosmos with your Spirit to sustain and heal all things: Thank you, God, thank you! Therefore, with voices of thanks echoing through the cosmos, from the first day of creation until this very moment in time, we praise and thank you saying:
Sung Response: “Holy, Holy, Holy”  MV 203
	O holy, holy holy God,
	O God of time and space.
	All earth and sea and sky above
	bear witness to your grace.
	Hosanna in the highest heav’n,
	creation sings your praise.
	And blessed is the One who comes
	and bears your name always!
With our sisters and brothers around the world, those who profess faith in Christ, and those who live others paths, we celebrate Life! For us, who follow the Way of Jesus, this is a day we remember all who gather to eat the bread and drink from the cup. With those who call this bread, pa, pain, matosh, psomi, – and more! With those who call this wine, vin, vere, krasee – and more! We come together to remember that we are Christ’s people, all around the world. We are Christ’s 
people – no matter what!
Sung Response: “Memorial Acclamation”  MV 204
Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen,
	Christ will come again!
We shout ALLELUIA! We sing AMEN!
Generous God, we give you thanks for Jesus, who came to live with us. We remember how he called his disciples to follow him and become fishers of all people. We thank you that he loved eating and drinking around tables where strangers became friends and outcasts – tax collectors, gentiles, women – were included.
He told stories about banquets and barns and vineyards, and taught us to pray for Jubilee, a time of cosmic liberation when no one will be hungry. On the hillside, in the cornfields, on the seashore, in villages and towns and cities, he reminded us of the importance of food for our bodies and for our spirits.
Jesus was crucified, died, and was buried, but you raised him from the dead; and like his disciples, we meet him again in the breaking of bread as we gather around his table. We remember that on the night he was betrayed, Jesus sat at table with his beloved friends sharing the fruit of the vine and the harvest of the fields in the village outside the city. We remember that after he had given thanks he took bread, broke it and shared it, reminding his disciples that he would always be with them. In the same way, he took the cup and spoke of a new covenant, a new relationship with them.
The bread we break is Christ’s gift of life (break open the bread). The cup we bless is Christ’s sustaining love for us. (lift up cup and pour into chalice). The gifts of God for the people 
of God. 
Sung Response: “Great Amen”  MV 205
Amen, amen, O Holy One!
	Hosanna and Amen!
Blessing of the Elements: 
Jesus Christ the Bread of Life. Amen
	Jesus Christ the Cup of Blessing. Amen.
Post Communion Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, you have nourished us in this meal, and fed our bodies and souls. We have heard your love; now send us out to speak it. We have seen your love; now send us out to show it. We have been fed by your love; now send us out to share it. Now let all things be done for 
your glory. Amen.
Response to the Word
Gathering our Prayers: 
After each prayer request, we will respond with: 
God of Peace Be with your people in their time of need.
Prayers of the People and for the World
We open our hearts to the outpouring love of God; to share our concerns, our joys, our thanks and our fears. Let us pray:
God of the Universe, look down upon us this day, in love, and with mercy. You created this amazing world that we live in. You moulded it and shaped it into a beautiful work of art, and we are blessed to enjoy it.
You created all growing things, the trees and the flowers to delight our eyes and the grain, the fruit, and the vegetables to nourish us. And, you, Almighty God, created not only the world, but space for us to explore and to challenge our sense of adventure. How wonderful you are!
Many things, O God, you have kept a mystery to us – the gift of love, of death, or life after death, and the mystery of your redeeming grace. Many things we can prove through science, and then you challenge us to step out in faith, to believe in you and your love, grace, mercy toward us. Give us courage, loving God to step out in faith and trust in that wonderful love.
Around the world there are many who are suffering from the ravages of war and famine, environmental plight and disaster. There are also those whose lives have been threatened because of their beliefs, gender, orientation, or status in society. We ask that you offer comfort and compassion, strength and guidance to those who feel alone, persecuted, judged, and afraid. May they remember that they are not alone, they live in your world, where you love everyone, and you make no mistakes.
Challenging God, stir us each day to seek justice, love mercy, and to walk humbly with you, our God. This we pray with the words Jesus taught us to sing:
Lord’s Prayer (sung version VU 959)
	Our Father in heaven,
		hallowed be your name,
		your kingdom come,
		your will be done
		on earth as in heaven.
	Give us today our daily bread.
	Forgive us our sins
		as we forgive those who sin against us.
	Save us from the time of trial
		and deliver us from evil
	for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
		now and for ever.
Invitation to the Offering
World Communion Sunday celebrates the relationship we share with Jesus’ followers around the world. Let us share our gifts with God, so there can be an outpouring of generosity in Jesus’ name around the globe.


Dedication: “Ev’ry Day Is a Day of Thanksgiving”  MV 185
Ev’ry day is a day of thanksgiving. 
God you’ve been so good to me. 
Ev’ry day you’re blessing me.
Ev’ry day is a day of thanksgiving. 
I will glorify you, O my God, today!
You keep blessing me, blessing me, blessing me.
You opened the door that I might see, you’re blessing me.
And you keep blessing me, blessing me, blessing me.
I will glorify, O my God, today!
Prayer of Dedication
Generous God, we have received so much from you in Christ and in creation. Bless the gifts we offer so that they will speak of your love for the world in all its detail and diversity. May our gifts touch the need around us in the name of Christ who 
makes us one. Amen.
Hymn: “Go to the World”  VU 420
	Go to the world! Go into all the earth.
	Go preach the cross where Christ renews life’s worth,
	baptising as the sign of our rebirth.
	Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
	Go to the world! Go into every place.
	Go live the Word of God’s redeeming grace.
	Go seek God’s presence in each time and space.
	Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
	Go to the world! Go struggle, bless and pray;
	the nights of tears give way to joyous day.
	As servant Church, you follow Christ’s own way.
	Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
	Go to the world! Go as the ones I send,
	for I am with you ’til the age shall end,
	when all the hosts of glory cry “Amen!”
	Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Commissioning & Benediction
Sung Response: “May God’s Sheltering Wings”  MV 214
May God’s sheltering wings, 
her gathering wings protect you. 
May God’s nurturing arms, 
her cradling arms sustain you, 
and hold you in her love, and hold you in her love.
Postlude















Announcements

Coupon Books – Kathie Vander Helm will once again be selling the Mission/Abbotsford Coupon books starting September 13th after church. Proceeds go to our Mission & Service Fund.

The next men’s breakfast will be at JoJo’s on October 9th at 7am. All men are welcome. Invite a friend!!

While Rev. Tracy is returning to preaching on excerpts of the Lectionary now, after some summer series, she is also offering a discussion group midweek. The group will begin meeting in the lounge on Wednesdays at 11am, starting October 14th . All are welcome.

The Fellowship Group and UCW is inviting you and your friends to the “Hats Off to You” event on Saturday, October 24th, 2 to 4pm, in the upstairs Conference Room. We hope you wear a hat, for example, Vintage or Fashion, Work or Play, or  Crazy or Zany. Come for the music, reminiscing, and fun. We ask for a donation (about $15, or more?). Please RSVP to the TMUC office as seats are limited and we want to ensure we make enough refreshments. Funds raised will go UCW (50%) and to TMUC (50%) . If you have questions, contact Rose Soneff  at rsoneff@gmail.com or see me after service. 

Fraser UCW 2026 AGM Gathering, Tuesday, October 27th at Inlet UC in Port Moody (2315 Spring Street). 9:30 – 2:30pm (registration at 9am) The theme is “Music and Movement” with guest speaker(s). Bring a bagged lunch. More information soon. Free will offering given to the Naramata Centre.

Healthy Daily Habits - Wellness Workshop on November 3rd: 9:30 to 11:30am in the upstairs conference room. Small gestures and healthy choices have a big impact on our health, independence, and overall wellness. In this interactive presentation, Ken Brake will discuss proven daily practices and introduce practical problem-solving tools. This shared learning session will help participants overcome common barriers to living a healthy, active, and fulfilling life. Please see the one-page information sheet HEALTHY DAILY HABITS on the back table. This workshop is designed for all ages and stages. It’s free! Bring friends!
FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF AUGUST 31, 2026

	
	Actuals
	2026 Budget
	66.6 % or 8 mos. of Budget

	Bank Balance
	$17,720.00
	
	

	Local Offerings
	$19,055.00
	$39,000.00
	49%

	PAR Offerings
	$43,060.00
	$61,000.00
	71%

	Loose
	$652.00
	$1,000.00
	65%

	Fundraisers
	$3,623.00
	$10,000.00
	36%

	Room Use
	$28,560.00
	$30,000.00
	95%

	TOTAL:
	$94,950.00
	$141,000.00
	67%

	Bequest
	$10,960.00
	
	

	Special Offerings
	$10,000.00
	
	

	Total Revenue:
	$115,910.00
	$141,000.00
	82%

	Total Expenses:
	$148,626.00
	$223,983.00
	66%

	Total M&S:
	$9,463.00
	$10,000.00
	95%

	
	INVESTMENTS/SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

	
	31-Aug-26
	31-Dec-25
	

	Legacy Funds
	$43,478.00
	$40,465.00
	

	Capital Funds
	$102,242.00
	$150,989.00
	

	New Initiatives
	$19,117.00
	$18,933.00
	



The financial picture is a mix bag!  At the end of 8 months, local offerings and fundraising revenues are under expectations. On the other hand, Par offerings, Room rental and M&S revenues are above expectations.  Expenses will come in on budget. With the addition of the generous gifts of Special Offerings and the Bequest from the Estate of Mina Potts, it appears that the deficit will not exceed the budgeted $82,000.00.
Question?  If our budget deficit is covered by the generosity of 2 Bequests from the past and 6 individuals are covering 53% of our present day offering budget, how do we as a congregation of 60 members, ensure the future of Trinity Memorial United Church?  

Trinity Memorial United Church Contact Information
Website: trinitymemorialuc.com    
Phone: (604) 853-2591
Email: tmucabb@gmail.com
Rev. Tracy Fairfield Email: minister.tfairfield@gmail.com
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