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WELCOME TO SAINT PAUL!
We are happy to have you here!

HOW TO KNOW WHEN TO STAND, SIT, OR SPEAK

Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able.
You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do
not wish to stand, that is okay. You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type.

HOW TO SING HYMNS IN HARMONY

To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If
you'd like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can
open the red books in the pews (called ELWSs).

WE ARE AN OPEN COMMUNION CONGREGATION

This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited
to receive Holy Communion.

HOW TO FINANCIALLY SUPPORT US

?'@ Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran
"!p".; ;‘f"p"" Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside
h-.:‘ﬁ‘. door to Pastor Paul's office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex
near the entrance of the sanctuary.

A NOTE ON COMMUNION WAFERS

To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it
possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerance to be able to
eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads
and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of
gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much
gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain
15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten
free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results.

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.



http://stpaulpgm.org/give

GATHERING

The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Jesus tells a vineyard parable that speaks of Israel, of the prophets sent and rejected, and finally of
his own death. God's love is poured out in Christ’s blood for the forgiveness of sin. Today, as we
bless the animals who share our lives, we trust that Christ died to reconcile all creation to God.
Grafted onto the vine in baptism, we are fed with bread and wine and sent to care for God’s
creatures.

PRELUDE — out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.

P Compassionate God, A: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in
the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and
bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to
you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your
holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN “Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom” (ACS 1064)
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from the ti-ny ro-ly-po-ly to the tree - top - tall gi - raffe.
Ev - ’'ry crea-ture has a pur - pose, ev - 'ry flow’r and bum-ble - bee.
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as they join the ring-ing cho-rus: ech - oes of our Mak - er’s voice.
live with-in a sin-gle fab-ric: cloth that on-1ly God could make.

born of soil to live as stew - ards, called to love and serve the earth.
Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b. 1979
Music: HOLY MANNA, W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825; arr. hymnal version
Text © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Arr. © 2003 Augsburg Fortress
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Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. A: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful
guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen.



WORD

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 5:1-7

Even before describing his call in chapter 6, the book of Isaiah begins with a condemnation of Judah for
its abandonment of the ways of the Lord. While that betrayal includes idolatry, most of God's anger

seems directed at their moral and economic sins. A day of judgment and purification will, Isaiah warns,
come soon.

"I will sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his

vineyard:

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 80:7-15 sungto Truro (ELW 389)

My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.

*He dug it and cleared it of stones
and planted it with choice vines;

he built a watchtower in the midst of it
and hewed out a wine vat in it;

he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded rotten grapes.

3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,

judge between me
and my vineyard.

“What more was there to do for my

vineyard

that | have not done in it?

When | expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield rotten grapes?

>And now | will tell you
what | will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
| will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
1 will make it a wasteland;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with
briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.
" For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his cherished garden;
he expected justice
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness but heard a cry!

Like the first reading this psalm uses the image of Israel as God's beloved, but troubled, vineyard.
Restore us, God, and make Your face to shine upon us by Your grace.
Restore, Almighty God, that we may now be saved eternally.
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You brought Your people like a vine from Egypt by Your own design;
You drove out all the nations so the vine You planted there could grow.



9 You cleared the ground and it took root; it filled the land—a sturdy shoot;

10 The mountains and the cedars tall were covered with its shade o'er all.
11 Its branches reached to the Great Sea, and to the River Eu-phra-tes.
12 So why have You now broken down the walls which You once built around?

12/13  Now all who pass by pick its fruit, and beasts now ravage and uproot.
14/15  Return, O God, look down and see; watch o'er Your vine—Your son indeed!

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 3:4B-14

We continue to read through Paul’s letter to the Philippians. Paul is concerned about so-called hyper-
Christian prophets who have come into the community, preaching that Gentiles must become Jewish to
become Christians, not only must they obey the law, but men must be circumcised. Paul rejects this
requ/remem as a return to s/avery.

[Paul writes:] “° If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: °
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ©as to zeal, a persecutor
of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. ®
More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them
as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. '° want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his
death, '"if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

'2Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but | press
on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. "* Brothers and sisters, | do
not consider that | have laid hold of it, but one thing | have laid hold of: forgetting what
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, "1 press on toward the goal,
toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Jesus says, | chose you and ap- | pointed you*
to go and bear fruit | that will last.
*GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 21:33-46

After his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, Jesus was attacked by the “chief priests and elders of the
people.” Last week we heard a parable in which Jesus compared their rejection of the Word of God with
the joyful acceptance of it by tax collectors and prostitutes. This week’s reading continues his criticism,
and implies his identity as the Son of God.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter. A: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] #“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he
leased it to tenants and went away. ** When the harvest time had come, he sent his
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. * But the tenants seized his slaves and beat
one, killed another, and stoned another. *¢ Again he sent other slaves, more than the
first, and they treated them in the same way. *’ Then he sent his son to them, saying,
They will respect my son.’ * But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves,
This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ *° So they seized him, threw
him out of the vineyard, and killed him. *° Now when the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?” ' They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a
miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce
at the harvest time.”

“?Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord'’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes”?

“3'Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces its fruits. *“*The one who falls on this stone will be broken to
pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

“>When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he
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was speaking about them. “° They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds,

because they regarded him as a prophet.
P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*BLESSING OF PETS AND ANIMALS (Will occur during the singing of the
hymn of the day. If you have pictures, have them pulled up and ready.)

*HYMN OF THE DAY: “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!” (ELW 835)
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4 Sing, brothers fish who swim the seas,
and whales that sound the deep with ease:

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sing, sister dolphin, bright with play;
all praise the Lord of night and day:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia!

5 Sing, sister birds on lifted wing,
who greet the dawn and make it ring:

Alleluia! Alleluia!

all praise the Lord eternally:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,

alleluia, alleluia!

Sing, brother dove and falcon free;



6 Sing, brother stag and sister bear, 9 And you, most gentle sister death,

and all wild kin in field and lair: waiting to hush our final breath:

Alleluial Alleluia! Alleluial Alleluia!

Sing, brother wolf with piercing call; Since Christ our light has pierced your

all praise the Lord who made you all: gloom,

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, fair is the night that leads us home.
alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,

7 Sing, sister cat with watchful eyes; alleluia, alleluia!

sing, brother ox, so strong and wise: 10 O sisters, brothers, take your part,

Alleluia! Alleluia! and worship God with humble heart:

Sing, sister lamb and brother hound; Alleluia! Alleluia!

all bless the Lord whose gifts abound: All creatures, bless the Father, Son,

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, and Holy Spirit, Three in One:
alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,

8 Allwho for love of God forgive, alleluia, alleluial

all who in pain or sorrow grieve:
Alleluial Alleluia!
Christ bears your burdens and your fears;
still make your song amid the tears:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,

alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite, © 1997 Augsburg Fortress; st. 4-7 Paul Tomkiel, 2025.

Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesdnge, KoIn, 1623.
Reprinted under Onelicense #A-726322. All rights reserved.

*INVITATION TO BAPTISM

*APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world.

A brief silence.
God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and transform
your holy church especially Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society. Inspire us to follow
their example in our own day. Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is great.

God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it.
Bless the land entrusted to our care: Tussey, Nittany, Rothrock Forest, the Scotia
Barrens, and Slab Cabin Run. We give thanks for those who have helped us to see your

Spirit in creation especially Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church. Hear us, O God: A:
Your mercy is great.

God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world's conflict zones (especially), and
shelter those who live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced people
and refugees. Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is great.

God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief to all
who are sick or suffering (especially). Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is great.

God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We give thanks
for teachers of the faith. Fill their hearts with your Spirit, that they inspire others with
your truth. Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the saints
who have been restored to perfect unity with you, especially Pauline Hommel. Hear us,
O God: A: Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in
our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. A: Amen.

*PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. A: And also with you.
MEAL

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING
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*OFFERTORY “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” (ELW 678) vs. 1
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Text: Robert L. Edwards, 1915-2006

Music: RUSTINGTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 1L 60188.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*OFFERING PRAYER

L: Let us pray: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. Al
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities,
and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.

A: Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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11



0

DA

T o S S, S — o —— ——
vva

J N — —— S~ -
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*SANCTUS
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P: Holy God,

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners

and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
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Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

We proclaim the mystery of our faith:
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore,

his life given for us

and his rising from the grave,

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church, both now and forever. A: Amen.

“*LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, hallowed be your name,
thy kingdom come, your kingdom come,
thy will be done, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; Give us today our daily bread.
and forgive us our trespasses, Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those as we forgive those

who trespass against us; who sin against us.
and lead us not into temptation, Lead us not into time of trial,
but deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, For the kingdom, the power,
and the power, and the glory, and the glory are yours
forever and ever. Amen. forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
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*LAMB OF GOD
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION

P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you. A: Amen.

COMMUNION: “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” (ELW 779)
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shin - ing as the sun, we've  no less days to

14



s )

b T f J—-‘ I I f f

EP s 4 | — ) o 1° o o= o

- o -

now am found; was blind, but now I see.

grace ap - pear the hour I first be lieved!

safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

por - tion be as long  as life en dures.

sing God’s praise than when we'd first be gun.

Text: John Newton, 17251807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body,

mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life. A: Amen.

*POST-COMMUNION C
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

L: Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us
living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose
name we pray. A: Amen.
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SENDING

*SENDING OF COMMUNION

P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother's tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the
comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. A: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

You may be seated.

*CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE

*BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.

*SENDING HYMN: “Let All Things Now Living” (ELW 881)
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Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892—1980, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1939, 1966 E. C. Schirmer Music Company.

*DISMISSAL

L: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
A: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

REFLECTIONS FOR AFTER WORSHIP
Jesus, Cornerstone of Our Faith
God has showered humanity with gifts and blessings, but humanity continues to abuse
those gifts. We have been entrusted with a creation to care for, and in our
shortsightedness we abuse and pollute the earth, even bringing about the extinction of
entire species. We have been given the ability to create so many wonderful things, and
even this gift we abuse as we gather and keep as much as we can for ourselves.

This is nothing new. Even in the days of Isaiah it was clear the people turned away from
God's gifts. God expected righteousness and justice. Instead the people responded with
bloodshed and suffering, turning away from God.

Even if you can think of all the ways you have not turned from God and all the ways you
have been faithful, it does no good. As Paul reminds us in the reading from Philippians,
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"Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ” (Phil.
3:7). Even all of Paul's good and faithful acts add up to nothing. For Paul, and for us, all
that matters is Jesus.

As Christ himself reminds us, he is our rock, our cornerstone. Jesus is the foundation for
our faith and the foundation for our lives. Even as we turn from Jesus, even as we reject
Jesus, he returns to us with love and forgiveness. This is the grace of God, the love of
God coming into our world and into our lives. To our joy we discover the open arms of
Jesus on the cross, bringing life into this world even where there is death; bringing hope
where there is despair; and bringing resurrection to all creation.

COMMENTS FROM THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES

The vineyard should not be too hastily or too completely identified with the church.
Matthew identifies it with the Kingdom of God. It would well be viewed as the world, or at
least as God's method of dealing with everyone. Moreover, it is the tenants, not the
vineyard, who stand at the center of the parable. If these tenants represented the
faithless leaders of Israel, then the new tenants represent the leaders of the church. The
threat under which the former renters stood remains doubly valid for the new renters.
In other words, the allegory becomes a two-edged sword, with a message for every
generation of tenants.

—Paul S. Minear [Paul S. Minear, Images of the Church in the New Testament (Philadelphia: Westminster
Press, 1960), 44.]

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

OCTOBER 4: FRANCIS OF ASSISI, RENEWER OF THE CHURCH, 1 1226; THEODOR
FLIEDNER, RENEWER OF SOCIETY, T 1864

Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his inheritance to serve poor
people. He formed the Order of Friars Minor (called Franciscans), who took on poverty
and the task of preaching “using words if necessary.” Francis had a spirit of gratitude for
all of God's creation.

Fliedner helped to bring about a revival of the ministry of deaconesses among
Lutherans. He was influenced in this by Moravian deaconesses he had met. The
motherhouse he founded in Kaiserswerth, Germany, inspired many around the world to
take up this ministry.
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OCTOBER 6: WILLIAM TYNDALE, TRANSLATOR, MARTYR, 1 1536

Tyndale was ordained a priest in England, and wished to translate the Bible into English.
He was opposed in this by King Henry VIII, causing him to flee to Germany. He
completed the New Testament in 1525, but before he could finish the Old Testament, he
was tried for heresy and burned at the stake.

OCTOBER 7: PAULINE HOMMEL, T 2008; HENRY MELCHIOR MUHLENBERG, PASTOR
IN NORTH AMERICA, 1 1787

Divided Lutherans in America asked leaders in Europe to send someone who could take
charge and unite their work. Muhlenberg was sent, and was effective in organizing the
American Lutherans. Among other accomplishments, his liturgical principles became the
basis for the Common Service of 1888.

OCTOBER 10: MASSIE L. KENNARD, RENEWER OF THE CHURCH, 1 1986

A native of Chicago, Kennard was a major figure in supporting and working toward
ethnic and racial inclusiveness in the former Lutheran Church in America. Ordained in
1958, he served in positions including Director for Minority Concerns of the Division for
Mission in North America.
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