
Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost - October 4, 2026 

Connecting people to people • people to faith • faith to life 
69 Mill Street • Athens, OH •  (740) 593-3144 

info@clcathens.org • www.clchathens.org 
 
INTRODUCTION 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the 
prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love 
poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the 
vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings 
and know the power of his resurrection. 
 

 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Pastor Chad Huebner; Organist: Bekah Davenport; Choir 
Director: Christian Yoder; Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Asst/Lector: Mim Almquist; Upstairs 
Greeter: Susan Urano; Downstairs Greeter: JoAnn Ball; Ushers: Marilyn Shealy, Linda Batey; 
Time with Children: Pastor Chad; Acolyte: Eliza 
 
WELCOME​ ​ (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell, 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
PRELUDE​ ​  



 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG ​ ​ All Creatures, Worship God Most High! (ELW 835) 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit 
to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1 I will sing for my beloved​
  my love song concerning his vineyard:​
 My beloved had a vineyard​
  on a very fertile hill.​
 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones​
  and planted it with choice vines;​
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it​
  and hewed out a wine vat in it;​
 he expected it to yield grapes,​
  but it yielded rotten grapes.​
​
 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem​
  and people of Judah,​
 judge between me​
  and my vineyard.​
 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard​
  that I have not done in it?​
 When I expected it to yield grapes,​
  why did it yield rotten grapes?​
​
 5 And now I will tell you​
  what I will do to my vineyard.​
 I will remove its hedge,​
  and it shall be devoured;​
 I will break down its wall,​
  and it shall be trampled down.​
 6 I will make it a wasteland;​
  it shall not be pruned or hoed,​
  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;​
 I will also command the clouds​
  that they rain no rain upon it.​
​
 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts​
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  is the house of Israel,​
 and the people of Judah​
  are his cherished garden;​
 he expected justice​
  but saw bloodshed;​
 righteousness​
  but heard a cry! 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 80:7-15 
 7 Restore us, O God of hosts;​
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.​
 8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt;​
  you cast out the nations and planted it.​
 9 You cleared the ground for it;​
  it took root and filled the land.​
 10 The mountains were covered by its shadow​
  and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. ​
 11 You stretched out its tendrils to the sea​
  and its branches to the river.​
 12 Why have you broken down its wall,​
  so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?​
 13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,​
  and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.​
 14 Turn now, O God of hosts,​
  look down from heaven;​
 15 behold and tend this vine;​
  preserve what your right hand has planted.  
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14 
A reading from Philippians. 
[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised 
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless.​
  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than 
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on 
faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings 
by becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.​
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  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to lay 
hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I 
have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of 
God in Christ Jesus. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 
fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 
went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 
36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 
37 Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw 
the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 
39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of 
the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those 
wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 
produce at the harvest time.”​
  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ​
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected​
  has become the cornerstone;​
 this was the Lord’s doing,​
  and it is amazing in our eyes’?​
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 
that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will 
crush anyone on whom it falls.”​
  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 
speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they 
regarded him as a prophet. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY​ ​ Let All Things Now Living (ELW 881) 
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CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs……. 
 
O Father God, as Saint Francis blessed the animals, so bless us and forgive us for our selfishness 
and disbelief. Help us to turn from our sins, follow your will, and put our faith into action. Teach 
us to love and respect all people, as we strive to live our lives as a reflection of You. Inspire us to 
serve, forgive, tell the Good News, and work for justice. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Mother God, we pray for Your creation today. We praise You for forming us from the dust and 
giving us life each day. We marvel at the majesty, beauty, and complexity of everything You have 
made. Remind us that we do not own the land, air, water, plants, and animals, but are here to 
care for them. Inspire us to be faithful stewards, working to ensure that the gifts of nature will 
flourish for future generations. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 O Creator God, as the autumn season begins, may we be mindful of the ways we waste our 
resources and destroy your Creation. Open our eyes to enjoy the beauty of colored leaves and 
our ears to hear nature’s sounds. Guide us to become caretakers of this amazing planet, to 
reduce our consumption, and to preserve the environment. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Sovereign God, we pray Your peace will spread throughout our broken world, so all people 
will put down their weapons and set aside their hatreds. Give wisdom to the world’s leaders to 
seek compromise and reconciliation rather than torture and war. Protect refugees, anyone living 

10 
 



 

in violence, and our military service people. Comfort their families who deal with worry and 
stress. Send us out to work for peace. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Provider God, we praise you for our blessings, not just talents and possessions, but Your 
gracious Spirit living in us. May we discern and use our gifts wisely and share our bounty with 
those in need. Bless all pastors, bishops, and lay church leaders. We also rejoice with those who 
are celebrating special milestones, anniversaries, birthdays, and other happy occasions.  Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Healing God, please care for us and carry our burdens. Restore wholeness to all those who 
are ill in mind, body, or spirit. Strengthen anyone dealing with long-term diagnoses, such as 
dementia, addiction, and depression. Guide and bless the work of all medical professionals, 
researchers, and caregivers. Wrap our elderly loved ones and shut-ins with your warmth, 
strength, and hope. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Merciful God, you answer all our needs. Listen now as we offer other prayers, either silently 
or aloud…………..  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Comforter God, we pray for those who are dying. We give thanks for the life of Keith Peterson. 
Console family and friends who mourn, bringing them peace and hope in the days of grief 
ahead. Strengthen us all in the promise of eternal life. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
PEACE​ ​ The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give​  
There you will also find instructions on how to text to give or download our church app! 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING​  
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OFFERTORY​ ​ ​ As the Grains of Wheat 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
PROPER PREFACE  
It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to you, 
O God, through Jesus Christ who calls us to follow his way of humble service and love and so 
with the church on earth, all creation and the host of heaven we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
COMMUNION 
(Whatever the state of your faith today, ALL are invited to the Lord’s table. No Exceptions. 
To receive communion, come forward at the ushers' direction and take a place at the altar rail. 
You may stand or kneel as you wish.  You will first receive the bread, then you may choose 
either red wine or white grape juice in a small glass, or sip wine from the chalice. If you choose 
a small glass, you will place it in the empty tray carried by the acolyte. After receiving the bread 
and wine, you will return to your seat.) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 

15 
 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG ​ ​ For the Beauty of the Earth (ELW 879) 

 
 

 
 

DISMISSAL​
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!​
Thanks be to God.​ ​  
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