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Prayer of the Day

God of salvation, you rescued the Israelites at the edge of the
Red Sea. Rescue us from the things of this world that threaten
our lives and livelihoods, so that we might forever place our
trust in you. We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 14:5-7, 10-14, 21-29
When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled,
Pharaoh and his officials changed their minds about them and
said, “What have we done? We have let the Israelites go and
have lost their services!” So he had his chariot made ready and
took his army with him. He took six hundred of the best
chariots, along with all the other chariots of Egypt, with officers
over all of them.

As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there
were the Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified
and cried out to the Lord They said to Moses, “Was it because
there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert
to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt?
Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the
Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve the
Egyptians than to die in the desert!” Moses answered the
people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the
deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you
see today you will never see again. The Lord will fight for you;
you need only to be still.”



Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that
night the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east wind and
turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, and the
Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of
water on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued
them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen
followed them into the sea. During the last watch of the night
the Lord looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the
Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. He jammed the
wheels of their chariots so that they had difficulty driving.
And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites!
The Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” Then the Lord
said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the
waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots
and horsemen.” Moses stretched out his hand over the sea,
and at daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians
were fleeing toward it, and the Lord swept them into the sea.
The water flowed back and covered the chariots and
horsemen — the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the
Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived. But the
Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of
water on their right and on their left.

Gospel: Matthew 2:13-15

When the shepherds had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared
to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his
mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for
Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” So he got up,
took the child and his mother during the night and left for
Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was
tulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of
Egypt I called my son.”

Lessons for next week: Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17; Matthew 5:17-20



