
 

From Pastor Denise  
Many thanks to Trinity and the Trinity Endowment Fund for 
providing for a sabbatical for me over the summer. This was 
truly a gift of time to renew, learn and rest. Thank you to 
Pastor Jonathan Breimeier for providing pastoral care, 
worship leadership and all the ways he went above and 
beyond to care to you all while I was on sabbatical. And thank 
you to Trinity’s leadership who covered a lot of the little things 
that happen day to day. Many thanks to Anna-Lisa Mbise for 
filling in in the office during the summer.  
 
So what does one do on a sabbatical?  
 
Professionally, I was able to do a lot for which the daily 
schedule of ministry doesn’t allow.  
In June I was blessed to visit the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Jordan and the Holy Land with 12 other pastors and lay 
leaders from our synod on a pilgrimage of solidarity and 
accompaniment. It was an eye-opening and heart wrenching 

experience. We spent our time in Bethlehem, East Jerusalem, Hebron and other areas of the 
West Bank. We did not see bombing or overt violence. But we did see a 30-foot-high concrete 
separation wall between the West Bank and 
Israel. We heard the stories of how settlements, 
water, movement and time have been 
weaponized by the Israeli military and 
government to squeeze Palestinians off their 
land. We heard from the ELCJHL bishop, pastors, 
and lay leaders about what ministry is like in such 
an oppressive context. We experienced the 
warm and welcoming hospitality of the 
Palestinian people who struggle to survive in this 
context. We heard from advocacy groups and 
activists, both Palestinian and Israeli, who are 
working for peaceful solutions.  
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If you would like to hear more about this trip, I will be leading a 5-week study in November and 
December on the book “The First Advent in Palestine” and incorporating things I learned on this 
trip into the study. My daughter, Aliliywa, was also on the trip and will be joining me, as her 
schedule allows, for the 5-week study to present some of her own reflections from our trip. You 
can find details of this 5-week study in this Tidings.  
I was also able to visit a number of congregations in our synod and learn about what other 
congregations are doing in relation to children’s and intergenerational worship and Reconciling in 
Christ teams. I visited Cross in Burlington, Holy Cross in Menomonee Falls, St. Paul’s in 
Milwaukee, House of Prayer in Franklin, Lutheran Church of the Great Spirit in Milwaukee and 
Christmas Lutheran in Bethlehem, Palestine.  
 
Along with my congregational visits, I attended the Conference on Worship, Theology and Art at 
St. Olaf College in July. I heard lots of wonderful things congregations are doing around the 
country for intergenerational worship, children’s ministries, music and liturgical resources, and so 
much more. I will be presenting some of these learnings to the council, the Worship and Music 
team and the Youth and Education teams.   
 
I also did a whole lot of reading. A couple people have asked what I read, so here is a list of what I 
read while on sabbatical:  
Finished “The Lord of the Rings” by J.R.R. Tolkien which I had started in January. 
“Rest is Resistance: A Manifesto” by Tricia Hersey 
“Lady Clementine” by Marie Benedict 
“The First Advent in Palestine: Reversals, Resistance, and the Ongoing Complexity of Hope” by 
Kelley Nikondeha  
“Tinkers” by Paul Harding 
“Beyond a Binary God: A Theology for Trans* Allies” by Tara K. Soughers 
“The Correspondent” by Virginia Evans 
“The Book of Longings” by Sue Monk Kidd 
“Parable of the Sower” by Octavia Butler 
“The Nightingale” by Kristin Hannah 
“The Starless Sea” by Erin Morgenstern 
“Ashes to Ashes” by Thomas Maltman 
And started “Africa is not a Country: Notes on a Bright Continent” by Dipo Faloyin 
 
Personally I was able to spend a lot of much needed time with my children and my brother. Our 
immediate family spent a few days in the Denver area visiting Exaudh’s two brothers, Domino and 
Lamech, and their families. We took in the Denver Art Museum and had a big family gathering. I 
was able to take in some plays at the American Players Theatre, The Fireside and the Milwaukee 
Repertory Theatre. I sorted through piles of pictures that my parents left behind. Thanks to a 
generous colleague, Exaudh and I spent some time up north near Townsend at a cabin on a lake.  
It was a time of rest and renewal both personally and professionally. 



 
I also had time to reflect and set some goals for ministry here at Trinity in the next few years – 1) 
I’d like to create a visitation team to help visit all our homebound members. I didn’t realize just 
how many we had until I was compiling a list for Pastor Jon. So if anyone enjoys visiting, let me 
know. We will have a home communion training and get you connected with a couple people to 
visit. This will not take the place of my visits, it will just add some more connection for people and 
enable a monthly communion visit. 2) We have a 100th anniversary coming up in 2028. I’d like to 
build a team to work on planning some ways we can celebrate Trinity’s 100 years of ministry 
throughout 2028. 3) Build up our ministry teams and engage more of the whole congregation in 
the ministry we do.  
 
That’s my sabbatical in a nutshell. I’m happy to talk more with anyone who wants to listen. I would 
also love to hear how the summer was for you. Thank you again.   
 
God’s Peace be with you all,  



Pastor Denise 

 

From Our President 

Dear Trinity Lutheran Church Family, 

October brings cooler days, changing colors, and a reminder of the many blessings God 
continues to place in our lives. As we move into the fall season, I am grateful for the faith, 
fellowship, and generosity that make Trinity such a welcoming church home. 

I want to thank everyone who gives their time and talents to our ministries, worship, fellowship, 
and service to others. A special thank you to all who have been helping with cleaning and caring 
for our church, as well as those who participated in God’s Work. Our Hands. in September. Your 
willingness to serve is greatly appreciated. Each contribution, whether large or small, helps 



strengthen our congregation and allows us to share God’s love within our church and throughout 
our community. 

As we look ahead to the coming weeks, I encourage everyone to stay connected, participate 
when you can, and continue welcoming both familiar faces and new ones into the life of Trinity. 

May this season remind us to give thanks for God’s many blessings and to continue walking 
together in faith. 

Blessings, 
Jason Woodbury 
Congregation President 
 

 

Please Welcome Our New Office Manager 
Hello Trinity Lutheran Church!  My Name is Jasmine Zabrowski, and I’m 
delighted to be your new office and communications manager.  I 
currently live in Wauwatosa with my husband Joe, my mother-in-law, 
and my 2 kids, Evey (7) and Asher (4 and 1/2).  In my free time, I love to 
paint and embroider - not well, but just for fun.  I look forward to 
meeting you all and learning about you as I learn this new role. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayground Welcome 
Our prayground is ready for you! Families are invited to use this space at the front of the pews to 
sit together with access to tools curated for people of all ages and abilities. This space is 
especially designed to give room for safe movement, flexible seating, and the items that come 
along with family care (diaper bags, car seats, etc). It is a space for families to worship together, 
for children to sit in ways that are comfortable for their bodies, to engage in developmentally 
appropriate worship activities, and a place where they are able to see what is happening in church 



so they can participate. Using the prayground tools, 
children can sing, reflect, and participate while 
learning the rhythms of worship and growing in faith 
as full members of this congregation.   
 
So far, children have been excited to see for the 
first time what happens during offering and 
communion. They have asked questions about 
mission moments, paraments, and Pastor Denise's 
hand gestures that they never could see before. 
 
This space will develop over the next few months to 
more fully meet our needs and adapt to the church seasons, so be sure to check in regularly and 
welcome the children using it. 
 
Thank you to our generous donors and volunteers for your generous support of Trinity’s families.

 
 

Outreach for Hope  
Trinity had a great crew of walkers at the Outreach for Hope: Ride, Run, Walk event on 
September 26.  Thank you to the whole team who participated!   
 
Each year, Outreach for Hope provides grant support to ministries that walk with low-income 
communities.  In previous years, they have helped to expand food and clothing distribution at 5 



local ministries, provided free summer camps for children, assisted with legal immigration issues, 
and supported vocational training for those in need.   
 

 
God’s Work, Our Hands  



 
 
Restaurant Meetup 



There was a request we try Mulligans Irish Pub & Grill located at 8933 S. 
27th Street, Franklin WI. We will meet on Saturday, October 17 at 1:00 
p.m. Look for the sign up sheet in Narthex. They will accommodate 
separate checks. I am always looking for recommendations of places to 
try. 

If a ride is needed call Cindy Felicki (414) 241-4742. 

Trinity’s Fall Craft and Vendor Fair 
Submitted by Patty Rosek-Johnson 
 
Save the date for Trinity’s Craft and Vendor Fair! On Saturday, October 24 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
new and returning crafters and vendors from around the area will be selling their wares in the 
classrooms and fellowship hall at Trinity. This is a great opportunity to engage with our neighbors 
and welcome them through our doors. Looking for a way to help? There are several. 
 
Bake sale –Shoppers love our bake sale! Items especially in-demand are whole pies, quick 
breads/muffins, bars, and cookies. Bust out your favorite recipe and help make this year’s bake 
sale another success! 
 
Spread the Word –Our vendors need shoppers! Tell your coffee clutch, bingo buddies, pickleball 
partners and quilting queens about our great event, and share the Facebook updates from 
Trinity’s page from now until the fair. 
 
Volunteers - Do you have an hour of time to give? There are slots for the welcome table (a 
seated position), bake sale, and food sale, as well as “floaters” to fill in where needed. Not 
available on October 24? Additional help is needed to cut bars and price bake sale items during 
the day on Friday, October 23. 
 
If want to be part of this awesome community event, please signup online  
Bake sale:  https://tinyurl.com/43mc87r5   
Volunteer: https://tinyurl.com/3k6wpbbh  or in the Narthex in the coming weeks.  
Thank you so much for your consideration! 
 

 

https://tinyurl.com/43mc87r5
https://tinyurl.com/3k6wpbbh


 
 
Trick or Treat Halloween Event 
On October 31 from 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. Trinity will again participate in South Milwaukee’s Trick or 
Treat time. Trinity has become known for our offering of candle lighting in memory of loved ones, 
for our treats and hot chocolate. People come and stay awhile and enjoy the feeling of 
community. It is a wonderful thing to be able to offer those who may feel left out in other 
situations. Join us as we hand out treats, offer hot chocolate and apple cider, offer candle lighting 
and take prayer requests. Dress up in your favorite Halloween costume and join the fun!  
We will need donations of small wrapped candy, hot chocolate (not packets), hot apple cider, hot 
cups, napkins and spoons. You can drop them off at the church office. 
 

 
 

 



Advent Study “The First Advent in Palestine” by Kelley Nicondeha 

Come learn about the history of Palestine during the time of Jesus and 
hear about Pastor Denise Mbise and Aliliywa Mbise’s experiences in 
Palestine this past June. We will also use some videos from SUMUD to 
learn about current events. 

Pastor Denise will lead this 5-week study using the book “The First 
Advent in Palestine” by Kelley Nikondeha which explores the birth 
narratives of Jesus in Luke and Matthew. She talks about these 
narratives in relation to what was going on historically at the time and 
what is currently happening in Palestine.  

Each week we will explore a couple chapters in the book, hear from 
Pastor Denise and Aliliywa about their experiences in Bethlehem and 
East Jerusalem, and make use of the SUMUD videos on some history of 
Palestine. 

This study is being offered at two different times each week with the same content.  

Wednesdays from 6:30-8 p.m. beginning November 18 

Sundays from 12 noon – 1:30 p.m. beginning November 22 

 

Nov. 18 and Nov. 22 – Introduction and chapters 1 and 2 (The Maccabees, Zechariah and Luke 1:5-
25) 

Nov. 25 and Nov. 29 – Chapters 3 and 4 (Luke 1:26-56) 

Dec. 2 and Dec. 6 – Chapters 5 and 6 (Luke 2:1-21) 

Dec. 9 and Dec. 13 – Chapters 7 and 8 (Matthew 1:18-25 and Matthew 2:1-12) 

Dec. 16 and 20 – Chapters 9 and 10 (Matthew 2:13-23) 

Please sign up on the long sheet, the sheet in the narthex or on Sign-up genius. And purchase the 
book ahead of time on Amazon or Barnes and Noble or Broadleaf Books. 

 



Youth and Family News 
Submitted by Alyssa Olson 
 

Welcome Back! 
We had a wonderful start to our new school year! Classes kicked off September 13, with two 
classes full of excitement followed by lively worship. This year, our younger class is playing 
through favorite ABC Bible and our older class is exploring stories from the lectionary, focusing 
on major Genesis and Exodus narratives this fall.  
 
Thank you for supporting our GIANT cinnamon roll sale–the next one will be December 13 after 
our Christmas Program worship. We loved the reception in our beautiful courtyard, especially 
decorating the windows, and were proud to help with God’s Work Our Hands service projects.  
 
On September 14, our confirmation class kicked off with an adult vs kids gameshow all about 
Lutheran worship. The adults won, but the students will be prepared to challenge again in the 
spring. We’re very excited to be using a brand new curriculum from Augsburg that builds on what 
we already do with experiential learning to equip our students to say “Yes!” to God. 
 
Thank you to all the grown ups who bring kids to church and those who volunteer to make these 
ministries possible.  
 
Be sure to grab a new Trinity Faith and Fun brochure from the narthex to keep track of our fall 
and winter happenings. 
 

Bible Presentations 
On Reformation Sunday, October 25, Trinity families will fulfill baptismal promises by placing 
Bibles in the hands of their children. Bibles are presented to three year olds, third graders, sixth 
graders, and all new students. We look forward to the congregation supporting these children in 
their faith journeys on this day and for years to come!  
 

TLCSM Fans 
It’s time for fall sports, music, theater, and more! Let’s practice being community by sharing and 
supporting each other in all we do. 
Simply check out the activity list at https://linktr.ee/tlcsmfans, choose something that sounds 
fun, and show up!  
If you have an event or activity that you would like Trinity members to attend, send Alyssa 
(youthtlcsm@gmail.com) a note with the details and/or a link so we can add your event to our list. 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Youth Gathering 
 
Save the dates for the 2027 ELCA National Youth and Young Adult Gatherings!  
June 28-July 2, 2027. Registration is due October 18. 
 
The Youth Gathering is a unique faith formation experience. Every three years, thousands of 
ELCA teens from across the country converge on one city for a week of worship, service, and 
fellowship unlike any other. This is one of the most impactful opportunities for a young person’s 
faith. 
 
Teens must be in 8th-12th grade in fall 2026 to attend the Youth Gathering.  
For those 18-35, the national Young Adult Gathering will happen at the same time. There are also 
pre-events for disabled youth and youth of color to gather in the community before the large 
event.  
Learn more at https://www.elca.org/gathering-2027/about-what-is-the-gathering. 



 
We’ll need adults to help lead, plan, and fundraise. In the coming weeks, please prayerfully 
consider if you might be feeling called to be part of this once in a lifetime faith experience. You do 
not need to be a caregiver of youth to volunteer! If you’re interested in building your faith and 
supporting our youth, let Alyssa know how you’d like to help. 
 
We’ll meet October 11 after worship to finalize plans and prepare registration. Registration is 
due October 18. If you or your family is interested in attending, please talk to Alyssa in person or 
email youthtlcsm@gmail.com for more information.  
 
 
 

Synod Events 
 

Rescheduled Pride Worship 

 
 
 
 

mailto:youthtlcsm@gmail.com


In Our Thoughts and Prayers and Recently Hospitalized 

 
Paul Sevald and James Mueller 
Altar Flowers for October 
 

October 4  **; ** 
October 11 Cheryl 
Parkinson; ** 
October 18 Mark 
Sostarich; ** 
October 25 Schraith 
Family; Darcy McDaniel 

 
The bouquets are $25 each. Please sign up 
on Signup Genius 
tinyurl.com/TrinityFlowers or contact the 
church office. You can also sign up on the 
board outside the church office. (**) means 
nobody has signed up. You may pick up your 
flowers or call to arrange delivery. 
 

Scripture Readings for October 2026 
October 3 & 4, 2026 – Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Family First Worship and Quilt 
Blessing 
Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:7-15; Galatians 5:22-26; Matthew 21:33-46 
 
October 10 & 11, 2026 – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14  
 
October 17 & 18, 2026 – Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 45:1-7; Psalm 96:1-13; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10;     Matthew 22:15-22  
 
October 24 & 25, 2026 – Reformation Sunday 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 46; Romans 3:19-28; John 8:31-36  
 
October 31 & November 1, 2026 – All Saints Sunday and Family First Worship 
Revelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12  
 
Council Highlights-September 
 

● For devotions Pastor Denise shared some experiences from the synod trip to Palestine.  
● Minutes and reports were all approved.  
● Pastor Denise reported on her sabbatical which the congregation will hear more about in 

the coming weeks and months.  
● Prayground update - the shelf is here and in the sanctuary. Just waiting on some cushioned 

flooring. We will do a blessing once it is all assembled.  
● Church Office Manager hire - Jasmine Zabrowski. Office hours will move to Tuesday and 

Thursdays from 8:30-1:30. Thank you to Anna-Lisa for her work over the summer. 
● Property Team items:  

○ The council approved a water test on the flat roof above the offices as we continue 
to have leads in two offices.  

○ The property team will seek estimates and options for flooring in the chancel area 
now that the communion rail has been removed.  

○ There will be a boiler inspection happening soon.  

about:blank


○ Estimates for repaving the courtyard will be given from Mileager's and Blumel's. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Financial Update for August 
Submitted by David Hahn  

Financial Update for July: This last month of the summer was another negative month which did 
create a year-to-date deficit for the first time in four months. 

● Net income -$3,257; Year-to-date -$2,065 
● We did have 5 weekends in August which helped keep our deficit down  
● We did have to borrow $10,000 from our reserves in order to keep our checking account 

balance positive     
● Compared to last year at this time, we are ahead in income by $11,000, and expenses were 

the same    

We are always blessed to have this congregation recognize what it takes to "keep the lights on" 
year-round. We are projected to have a balanced budget at year end.  Please keep this in mind for 
the next four months as you plan your gifting. 

Project Uplift: Balance of $22,157: Income $263, Expense $2,759 roof repair and boiler relief 
valve 

Impact Report: 

Endowment Fund Grants: $500 for Outreach for Hope , $230 for music 

Thrivent: One  Action Team Grant-GWOH

 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 



 



 
 



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION 
STAFF 

 

Rev Denise M.H. Mbise 
Pastor 
262-930-8267 
tlcsmpastor@gmail.com  

Jasmine Zabrowski 
Communications & Office Manager 
officetlcsm@gmail.com 

 

Lisa Maxfield 
Music Director 
choirtlcsm@sbcglobal.net 

 

Kari Pink 
Pianist/Organist 
karijanderson@hotmail.com 

 

Karel Suchy 
Saturday Keyboardist 
karel@studio1259.biz  

Alyssa Olson 
Youth, Family & Education Director 
youthtlcsm@gmail.com 

COUNCIL OFFICERS 

 

Jason Woodbury * 
Council President 
Jasonwoodbury@outlook.co
m 

 Vacant 
Council Vice President 

 

Sue Zylka* 
Council Secretary 
suezylka@gmail.com   

David Hahn 
Council Treasurer 
tlcsmtreasurer@gmail.com 
 

 

 

     MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS & COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Eileen Kelley 
Caring/Outreach Ministry Team 
kelleyblackmon2@gmail.com   

Joanna Miller * 
Cross Generational Ministry Team 
joaronmiller@yahoo.com 

 

Mike Radtke 
Finance Ministry Team 
radtke22@hotmail.com  

Steve Mueller 
Property Ministry Team 
swm755@gmail.com 

 

Patty Rosek-Johnson 
Stewardship Ministry Team 
patty.rosekjohnson@gmail.com  

Jim Lembke * 
jalembke@gmail.com 
 

 

Josh Hiett * 
hiett.josh@gmail.com 

 

Darcy McDaniel * 
cfiatp2020@charter.net 

* denotes Council member 
CHURCH TEAMS AND COMMITTEES 

 

Sandy Mueller 
Mutual Ministry Team 
drsandymueller@gmail.com  

Sarah Brooks 
Communications Team 
scbrooks5@gmail.com 

 

David Hahn 
Thrivent Member Group 
djhahn610@gmail.com  

Aron Miller 
Endowment Committee 
aronmiller0675@gmail.com 
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October 2026 TIDINGS 
For more information about our 
congregation, please visit our website at 
www.tlcsm.org. 
 

     

  
 
In person worship at 5:00 p.m. Saturday 
In person and livestream worship at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday 
Sunday School 3-year-olds – 8th grade at 8:45 
a.m. 
(Labor Day – Memorial Day) 
Office Hours:  
Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Contact Us 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

2507 5th Avenue 

South Milwaukee, WI 53172 

 

414-762-6626 

tlcsmpastor@gmail.com 

officetlcsm@gmail.com 

www.tlcsm.org 

www.facebook.com/tlcsm 

 

 

http://www.tlcsm.org/

