Weavers Writings Written by Bill Weaver

Come Home

Within many of us there is a wandering child. Some of us have wandered far. Others have just drifted, one
small compromise at a time. Some have stayed close enough to look like we have never left, but our heart is
no longer there. Regardless, the Father's message is the same, come home.

InLuke 15, the younger son takes his inheritance, wastes it, and ends up hungry and ashamed. He rehearses a
speech, hoping to be received as a hired servant. But look at what happens before he can deliver it: "But
while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion and ran and embraced him and kissed
him" (Luke 15:20). The son had not yet cleaned himself up or earned anything. The father ran to him anyway.
That’s grace, God moving toward sinners before they have fixed themselves.

We could never earn our way home. Paul writes, "For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9).
Our best efforts cannot cover our sins. Only the blood of Christ can, and God offers it freely. The proof is the
cross. "But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans5:8).
He did not wait for us to come to our senses. He acted first.

Grace is a gift, but a gift has to be received. The prodigal son had to get up. Scripture says he "arose and
came to his father." The father's welcome did not remove the need for the son to turn around and walk home.
That is why the gospel calls us to respond in faith, repentance, and obedience. "Repent therefore, and turn
back, that your sins may be blotted out" (Acts 3:19). For those already in Christ who have wandered, there is
the same welcome: "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). We don't earn grace by responding. We simply receive with open hands
what God has already provided.

When the son returned, the father did not lecture him or make him prove himself. He called for the best robe,
aring, sandals, and a celebration, "for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found"

(Luke 15:24). Heaven still celebrates when one sinner comes home.

Maybe you have been away from the Lord for years. Perhaps you have been sitting in the pew while your
heart wandered off. Maybe you have never obeyed the gospel at all. Whatever distance lies between you and
God, the Father is watching the road. Come home. We would love to worship, pray,and study with you, and we

will be glad to sit down and talk with anyone who wants to know more about God's grace.

If you need a prayer request Added, updated, or removed, please use the back of the welcome card and place the card
in the collection plate. Or, you may email “request to pgretampabay.rr.com” or text 352-601-7306.

PGR Family Prayer Request

The Hartman Family in the Loss of Larry Hartman,
Lolly Wilson -Health Concerns

Friends & Family Prayer Request

Dawn (Mark Smith’s Sister)-Fighting Cancer,
Ruth Wilson (Jeff Wilsons Mother)-Hospice Care-Pray for Jeff & the Family,
Mitch Duncan (Feeser) Recovering from Lung Transplant

Ongoing Prayer Needs

Wayne & Shelby Jordan, Joy West, Margaret Gay, Tonyia Johnson’s Father, India Mission, Polly Fernandez
(Hoover), LuAnn Sweet (Theado), Sue Wolf, Barbara Ramsay, Gail Wyman, Sara Everhart, Marinette Draine,
Larry Tedrow (Elgin), Neil Gallery (Gallery), April DeStefano (Wyman), Beverly Turbee (Roberts), Eric &
Rachel Giboney (Steele), Jamie Kita (Maitland),Shannon Flanagin (George), Steve & Kathy Hoelzer (Theado),
Penny Johnson (Elgin)

Those Serving Our Country

Garret Wyman, Courtney Towels (Barnes), Jon Carroll (Roberts)
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An updated
PGR Church of Christ
Family & Friends
Directory will be
published the end

of October.

If you are New and have vot had a
plcture taken, or your picture says
“coming soown,” or qour picture is in need of
av update., we would love to capture vour
siile for this valuable resource. ITt's
paivless and ovly takes a few mivutes ..
We will be setup for pictures
i the Avnex following worship,

10/4 & 10/11

Note: There is a copy of the current
directory with known revisions v the
foyer. Please make any chavges or
additions veeded directly on that copy.

TEENS-SAVE THE DATES:

Friday, November 20™ -Bonfire/Devo
at our Fire Pit

Friday , December 11- Youth Group
Holiday Party in the Annex.

More details to follow

Upcoming Events

Fall Party &Trunk or Treat  10/24
Singing & Chili Cook-off 11/8
Holiday Outdoor Movie Night 12/4
Ladies Cookie Exchange 12/7

Congregation Holiday Pary 12/13
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