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Remember our  
Mission: 

“The Mission of FLC is  
 To share God’s Love by   
Engaging, Inspiring and   

Renewing.” 

First Lutheran Staff: 
 

Pastor Stephen 
Hilding 
Pastor 

Lynea Geinert 
Deacon 

Randi Jangula 
Financial  
Admin 

Beckie Youngs 
Office Manager 

Anthony Morris 
Director of Worship & 

Music 
Evan Lewis 

Facilities Manager 
Zach Myhrer 

Sound Tech  
Hailey Smith 
Church School  

Coordinator 
 

 

There is something wonderful about this time of year. The 
days become cooler, the rhythm of school and activities 
returns, and the church comes alive in a special way. Over 
the past few weeks, it has been a joy to see familiar faces 
return, new faces emerge, and people of all ages gather 

once again for worship, fellowship, learning, and service. As your pastor, I simply want to 
say thank you. Thank you for showing up, participating, prioritizing worship, volunteering, 
inviting others, and making First Lutheran such a welcoming and vibrant community of 
faith. Every week I am encouraged by the conversations, laughter, relationships and grow-
ing sense of connection I see throughout our congregation. God is doing good things among 
us, and it is a blessing to walk this journey together as we settle into a new season of minis-
try and life together in Christ. 
September had a number of highlights.  

 
For example, we launched our new Wednesday 
evening format. Through meals, worship, church 

school, confirmation, youth ministry, and service opportunities, we are creating new spaces 
for people of all ages to grow together in faith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Photo: Wednesday evening Worship 

Our   Rally Wednesday Serve 
Night celebrated the beginning  
of our Fresh Start Ministry as  
students, families & congregation 
members worked together to pack 
over 50 hygiene kits. 
 
 
 
                                                     Photo: Hygiene Kit Ministry / Wednesday Serve Night 
 
Jesus tells his followers: 
"Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father in heaven." 
Matthew 5:16 

 

New Wednesday Format 

Fresh Start Ministry -  
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Baptism 
 

We gave thanks to God for the Baptism of Kailey Mae Snyder      Mar-
tinez as we celebrated this special day with her parents, Brandin Snyder 
and Jimena Martinez Jiménez, and her sponsors, Torrie    Johnson and 
Natalia Escobedo! 
 
 

Synod Gatherings & Celebrations 
 
Throughout the month, we saw that light shining in many ways. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Synod Metigoshe Conference 

 

Community Partners 
 
We welcomed community partners into our building, including  
representatives from Eckert Youth Homes and Great Plains Food Bank,  
learning more about the challenges facing youth and families and the  
ongoing work to address hunger in North Dakota. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As Lutherans, we are connected to a wider church and called to participate in God's mission in our communities and through-
out the world. God's work extends far beyond our walls. As we enter October, momentum continues to build within First Lu-
theran. This new season is exciting, and a special thanks to all who make ministry happen every day: volunteers, staff, teach-
ers, musicians, mentors, committee members, parents, grandparents, and faithful servants. You are appreciated! 
 
The church is people gathered by grace and sent in love. My prayer is that during this season, each of us would find new ways 
to let our light shine through worship, service, generosity, invitation, and encouragement as we seek to engage, inspire, and 
renew through the love of Christ. 
 
God's Joy, 

 

Pastor Stephen 
 

We gathered with ministry leaders from across Western North    
Dakota at the Synod Fall Theological Conference in Bottineau and 
joined the wider church in celebrating the installation of Bishop  
Lisa Lewton in Dickinson. 

Photo: Great Plains Food Bank Lunch & Learn 

Photo: Bishop Installation 

Photo: Kailey's Baptism] 

Photo: Eckert Homes Presentation 
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Befrienders is for Everyone 
 

The First Lutheran Befriender s is “A listening ministry of lay pastoral care.” The heart of the ministry is: 
 
• God is present in every encounter with another person. 
• Active listening and a nonjudgemental attitude are critical to being present with another person and truly  
      hearing with empathy the other’s story. 
• Pastoral care is about caring, not curing. 
 
Absolutely critical to the ministry is confidentiality. We do not reveal who we are visiting, when we are visiting, or 
anything talked about at the visits. 
 
BeFrienders receive extensive training prior to being commissioned which includes at least eight hours of class-
room study and an internship. Also available are in-service training throughout the year offered by the national of-
fice. You may recall that the First Lutheran BeFrienders hosted a half-day workshop on dementia last May, a direct 
result of in-service training taken by the BeFrienders in 2025. 
 
First Lutheran BeFrienders also offer Home Communion to those unable to come to worship Sunday mornings or 
Wednesday evenings. We also provide Imposition of Ashes on Ash Wednesday for those unable to attend the wor-
ship service.  
 
BeFrienders is not just for the homebound. We will meet with anyone that feels they need someone to talk to. 
Everyone experiences stresses and losses throughout their life. We will visit as is needed. It can be once or 
twice, or it can be on-going.  
 
You can recommend someone to have a BeFriender visit them. We will take their name and phone number and call 
them to ask if they would like a visit. If they say yes, we will do our best to match them with a BeFriender who will 
then call them to set up the first visit. 
 
The BeFrienders work in partnership with Pastor Stephen to provide on-going pastoral care to those that can use a 
listening presence. If a visit from the Pastor is requested Pastor Stephen will call them to set that up.  
 
If you have any questions or would like to recommend someone to have a BeFriender visit them, contact me in  
person, by phone (701-572-6363) , or by email (lgeinert@flcwilliston.com). 
 
Blessings, 
 
Deacon Lynea 

 
 
 
Through our event we hope the girls who attend will realize they have been created by a loving God who wants 
them to walk in freedom, discover their beauty and live a life of purpose. It’s a night the girls will never forget. 
This is an overnight retreat where you can come on your own or with several friends. 
Cost: $60                   
REGISTER HERE:  
Beautiful Girl Retreat — Springbrook Bible Camp 

 
Beautiful Girl Retreat 
 All 4TH – 6TH grade girls are invited 

• Friday, November 13, 2026 5:30 PM  

Saturday, November 14, 2026 3:00 PM 

• Springbrook Bible Camp 

• 12601 58th Street Northwest 

• Epping, ND, 58843 

 

https://www.springbrookbiblecamp.org/events/beautiful-girl-retreat-2026
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WEDNESDAY MEALS  

& COMMITTEE SERVING SCHEDULE 

 

The Food Committee is working hard to make this as easy for your group as 

make your own meal. There will be a list on the freezer of what is available and a list of grocery 

items. If you need to purchase items for your meal, or if you wish to order 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ---------  

 ----------------  

Oct. 21st--Gospel Singers & Thursday Coffee ------------ Carol Jean Sandvik 

 ----------  

Nov. 4th----WELCA-----Lisa Zunich -------- POTLUCK 

Nov. 11th --------- FOOD COMMITTEE 

Nov. 18th ---Trust Committee ----------- Dave Hanson 

 -----------  

 ----------  

 ----------  

Dec. 16th ---------- FOOD COMMITTEE 

 ----------  

Dec. 30th ---------- FOOD COMMITTEE 

 

FOOD COMMITTEE: Kathy Sinclair, Sandy Winter, Kathy Loomer, Jeri Engberg, Lisa Zunich, Kathy Ekblad 
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
September 8, 2026 – (Unapproved) 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:08 p.m. by Pres Travis Feiring. Prayer was shared by all. 

Roll Call: Travis Feiring, Jean Lindvig, Beverly Conway, Kathleen Sinclair, Phyllis Stokke, Pauline Everson, 
Steve Slocum, Baylee Hanson, Steve Rehak, Deacon Lynea Geinert, and Pastor Stephen Hilding. 
Others: 
 

Devotions: Pastor Stephen asked with Rally Week coming up, what are we looking forward to. 
Minutes August 11, 2026 minutes were reviewed. Correction suggested to correct Finance Committee ‘es’ to fi-
nance report; New Business 12.c changed by striking ‘yarn sign’ and replacing with ‘signage’. Motion made by 
Kathleen Sinclair to accept minutes as corrected, seconded by Pauline Everson. Minutes were approved. 

Consent Agenda   Added 12.c Funeral. Motion by Baylee Hanson, 2nd by Beverly Conway to accept the agenda 
as amended. Motion passed. 

Pastor Report – Attached. Pastor Stephen presented a chapel enhancement plan to improve use of the Chapel for 
the Confirmation 26-27 reformation. He also introduced an idea for an internship program. 
 
Deacon Report – Attached. This Wednesday will be the first event to pack hygiene kits for the new project. There 
will be more service nights Wednesdays to work on other projects. 

Staff Reports – . After seven years with our music ministry program, Meriel Lora has ended his service to FLC. 
A notice has been posted seeking a Director of Worship and Music. 
 
Manager Report – Attached. Beckie reminds everyone to lock doors when leaving the building. 

Financial Report – General Fund balance is $65,765. We are at 70% of budgeted giving. Motion by Baylee Han-
son, 2nd by Kathleen Sinclair to approve the financial report. Motion passed. 

 
Committee reports – 
Marketing Committee - Awaiting further orders. 
Personnel Committee -  Met and offered proposal to council for a Director of Music and Worship discussed. 
Youth and Congregational Life –readying for Rally week and preparing Trust Grant requests. 
Music and Worship Arts – Meriel had presented 2 programs for 2027 that he was beginning to develop. After 
discussion, a motion was made by Kathleen Sinclair and seconded by Phyllis Stokke not to pursue those pro-
grams at this time. 
Memorial Committee – Met and presents council with a request for approval, for banners in Sanctuary. A motion 
was made by Kathleen Sinclair and seconded by Pauline Everson to approve because the cost is over $1,500. 
Motion passed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS – 
11a Preschool lease – President Feiring, Pastor Stephen, Youth Committee will meet with preschool admin 
regarding shared space and church school schedules.  
11b Trust Grants – it is time to write requests and submit by the end of September. 
11c Sunday Service Groups – this is a place holder for future attention.  
11d  Website App Subgroup – this is a place holder for future attention. 
11e Confirmation 26-27 Reformation Update – covered under Pastor’s Report.. 
11f Weideranders Art – tabled to October. Appraisal will be shared for review.  
11g  Bell Tower – signage approved regarding climbing the tower. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

12a Council members needed. Some candidates discussed. 

12b Position – A candidate has been interviewed for the Director of Music and Worship position. Council di-
rects that references be contacted and personnel is to prepare an offer package for the position, to be approved in 
special meeting or communication of council. 

12c Chapel Enhancement – plan presented in Pastor’s Report. A motion was made by Baylee Hanson, 2nd 
by Pauline Everson, to move forward with Chapel Enhancement through the Property Funds. 

12d Music Arts – Concert Series – covered in Committee Report.  
12e Funeral Policy reviewed, further development forthcoming. Annual meeting set for 
January 24, 2027. 
 

Consent agenda. Motion by Baylee Hanson, 2nd by Steve Slocum to approve the consent agenda and all 
items and reports offered without motions made previously. Motion passed. 

The meeting closed after prayer for congregation members and Blessing. 
 
October Exec Committee meeting will be October 6, 2026 @ 5:00 p.m. October Council meeting will be 
October 13, 2026 @ 6 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Jean Lindvig, Council Secretary. 

Approved  , 2026.   

Council President 

 
                                        
 

Blessings 
 Meriel! 

 

Thank you for  
everything you have done in the   

  last seven years! 
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Men in Mission is meeting  
Thursday, October 1, 2026  

at noon in the Parlor. 
Speaker: Pastor Stephen Hilding  

Meal will be provided. 
All Men are invited. 

Men in Mission meet the first 
Thursday, of each month at noon 

in the Parlor. 

 

SOUND AND TECH  
VOLUNTEER TEAM  
MEMBERS NEEDED 

Please Contact Zach Myhrer 
for more info! 

 
Email: zach@flcwilliston.com 

 

OCTOBER 14TH 
FAITH STATEMENT MEETING 

 

There will be a faith statement meeting 
for 

9th and 10th grade confirmation  
students 

and their parents/guardians 
on Wednesday October 14th 

following worship. 
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Memorial Donations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Memorial Committee offers   
three categories for those  

who are interested  
in making contributions.   

These categories are: 
 

Property: Donations can be directed         
toward property, supporting the  acquisition, 

maintenance, or enhancement  
of physical  assets. 

   
Programs: Contributions may be allocated to 

support various programs, ensuring the      
continuation and growth of initiatives within 

the church. 
 

 Undesignated: Gifts can also be made     
without a specific designation, allowing the 
committee to allocate resources where they 

are most needed.  

 
 
 

T 
 

Kailey Mae Snyder Martinez 
September 20, 2026 

Baptisms 

 

WELCA has cards available at the reception desk for Ministry 
Appreciation Month. 

Luther and the Bible 
 

Reformation Day is celebrated by many Protestant churches on October 31. It 
commemorates the Reformation and honors leaders such as Martin Luther, whose 
courage and conviction helped shape church history. 
 

Luther’s life was threatened because he spoke out against practices he believed 
did not reflect the true mission of the Church. Forced into hiding, he found refuge 
at Wartburg Castle as the guest of the ruler of Saxony. 
 

While there, Luther took on an enormous task: translating the Bible from the   
original languages into German. This was no simple project. At the time, Germany was made up of many 
regional dialects, making communication difficult from one area to another. 
 

Luther wanted ordinary people to clearly understand God’s Word. To make sure his translation used every-
day language, he is said to have listened carefully to common speech, even consulting the castle’s butcher 
for familiar expressions and wording. 
 

Luther’s translation became a tremendous gift to the German people. Not only did it place Scripture into 
the hands of everyday readers, but the language he used also helped unify the many German dialects. In 
that sense, Martin Luther is often considered one of the fathers of the modern German language. 

Ministry Appreciation: Grateful for Faithful Leadership 
October gives us a special opportunity to thank the clergy 
who teach, encourage, pray and care for our congregation. 
May we honor their faithful service, support them with our 
prayers and remind them that their ministry makes a mean-
ingful difference in the lives of many. 
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STEWARDSHIP 

                    YTD Contributions 2026 
 2026                                           
 Budget           YTD Budget     YTD Actual 
 $620,000        $ 465,000      $472,890 

WORSHIP & ATTENDANCE 
  Sunday Wednesday 

COMMUNITY 
 

Office Hours  
Mon-Thur 8 am - 4 pm  

Fri - 8 am - 2 pm 

Gospel Music Group  
The Gospel Choir Group is holding practice.  
 

 
All are welcome!  
Contact Karla Osborn 701-572-3987 for 

more information. 
 On the 2nd Sunday of each month the Gos-

pel Choir practices in the Parlor before 
the        9 : 30 am church service.  

On the 4th Sunday of each month, the 
 Gospel Choir sings in church.   

 

Stewardship 
 

It’s all about gratitude. 
It’s all about giving back’ 

It’s all about God. 
Direct – Cash or check donation into the 

plate, always welcome! 
Online – Make a donation on our 

website: 
www.flcwilliston.com 

Text to Donate –Make a donation via Text 
message. Simply text the word “Give” to:  

 833-934-3039 
 

Click on the link in the response and follow 
the prompts to complete your donation! 

Tithe.ly Church App – Search “Tithe.ly 
Church App”(the Blue one, not the green icon) 
in your phone App Store or Google Play. 
Simply download and find First Lutheran 
Church, Williston ND 

 
Click on the Give button 
First Lutheran Church, 

916 Main Street  
Williston, ND 58801 

 

        email addresses for FLC 
 

 
Pastor Stephen Hilding:  
stephen@flcwilliston.com  
Lynea Geinert: LGeinert@flcwilliston.com 
Randi Jangula: office@flcwilliston.com 
Evan Lewis: evan@flcwilliston.com 
Travis Feiring: twfeiring@gmail.com 
Beckie Youngs: rebecca@flcwilliston.com 
Hailey Smith: haileyb2555@gmail.com 
Zach Myhrer: zach@flcwilliston.com 

      PRAYER & VISITATION  
REQUESTS 

 

Please contact the office staff or Pastor 
with any of your prayer requests or if 

you would like  
a visit from the Pastoral staff!!    

9/06/26   108   

9/13/26   120    

9/16/26   55  

9/20/26   157    

9/23/26  64  

9/27/26   164   

http://www.flcwilliston.com
mailto:stephen@flcwilliston.com
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RADIO FUND  
 

Gordon Postovit 
Mary Ann Gaudreau 

 
Kari Lee 

Marilyn Sandaker 
 

YOUTH LEGO PARTY 
 

Kari Lee 
Ann Arnson 

 
 
 
 
 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

 
Claus Hans Paradies  

Tim Ritter 
 

Luella Dix 
Tim Ritter 

 
Bev Lobsinger 

Tim Ritter 
 
 

memorials 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Worship Service  
9:45 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Coffee Hour 

New Wednesday Night Schedule 
5:30 PM —Meal (For All Ages) – Fellowship Hall 

6:00 PM — Midweek Worship (For All Ages) - Chapel 

6:45 – 7:30  PM — Wednesday School 

6:45 – 7:10 PM -- Confirmation Large Group 

7:10 – 7:30 PM – Confirmation Small Group 

CHILDREN & YOUTH REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 
 

Parents the online registration form is available now! 
Please use the online registration form to register for: Sunday School, Wednesday School, 

Confirmation and Youth Group. 

  Student Registration:  

Register here by scanning the QR 
Code 

use this link: https://bit.ly/4i3Oqme 

In Honor of 

 
 

YOUTH LEGO PARTY 
 

Lyla Semenko - 90th Birthday 
Ann Arnson 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Mabel Colebank - 90th Birthday 
Ann Arnson 

 
 

https://bit.ly/4i3Oqme?fbclid=IwcGRvZgFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFVbzdhVklyQnZFRWlmTWphc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHmMXUV4eshm8PsOQlGl6lVIOtdr8FETO7phHUkeni-bzgfv_A0tggzlBDxg0_aem_7hR8g5YqmO37qB8vW_dUfg
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Tentative 2026-27 Youth and  
Children’s Ministry Calendar* 

*All Dates are subject to change 

 

20th
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Thursday, October 1 
10:00 Coffee Group - P 
Noon - Men in Mission - P 
1:30 pm Pray, Knit, Chat - P 
6:00 pm Cub Scouts - P 
Friday, October 2 
Saturday, October 3 
WELCA GATHERING 
Springbrook Bible Camp 
Sunday, October 4 
New Member Recognition Sunday  

9:30 am  Worship Service - S 
10:30 am Coffee Hour –FH 
Monday, October 5 
8:00 am Pastor’s/Lay Preacher’s  
Text Study 
1-3 pm Quilting for adults - QR 
6 PM Scouts - FH 
Tuesday, October 6 
7:00 am Men’s Bible Study  
Gramma Sharon’s 
1 pm Staff Meeting - MR 
5 pm Executive Committee - MR 
6:30 pm Personnel Committee - MR 
Wednesday, October 7 
2 pm Women’s Bible Study - P 
5:30 PM-Meal (All Ages) FH 
6:00 PM — Worship - Chapel 
Kids Pack WELCA Kits—FH 
6:45 –  7:30 PM — Wed. School 
and Confirmation  
Thursday, October 8 
10 am Coffee Group - P 
1-3 pm Quilting for adults - QR 
1:30 Pray, Knit, Chat - P 
6:00 pm Cub Scouts—YR  
Friday, October 9 
6 pm-8 pm Cub Scouts - FH 
Saturday, October 10 
Sunday, October 11  
9:30 am  Worship Service - S 
10:30 am - Coffee Hour 
Monday, October 12 
8:00 am Pastor’s/Lay Preacher’s  
Text Study 
1-3 pm Quilting for adults - QR 
6 pm Youth Committee - MR 
Tuesday, October 13 
7:00 am Men’s Bible Study  
Gramma Sharon’s 
1pm Staff Meeting - MR 
6 pm Council - MR 

 

 

 
 
Wednesday, October 14 
1 pm Golden Estates 
2 pm Women’s Bible Study - P 
5:30 PM-Meal (All Ages) FH 
6:00 PM — Worship - Chapel 
6:45 –  7:30 PM - Wed. School and 
Confirmation 
6:45 Faith Statement Meeting - C 
9th & 10th grade confirmation students 
and parents 
Thursday, October 15 
10 am Coffee Group - P 
10 an  WELCA  Packing project—FH 
12 noon - Trust - MR 
1 - 3 pm Quilting for adults - QR 
1:30 am Pray, Knit, Chat - P 
6 pm Cub Scouts - FH 
Friday, October 16 
Saturday, October 17 
10 am HOPE Circle - MR 
4 pm Wedding—Chapel 
Sunday, October 18 
Shipping Fund and Quilt Blessing 
9:30 am  Worship Service - S 
10:30 am Coffee Hour - FH 
Monday, October 19 
8:00 am Pastors/Lay  
Preachers text study 
1-3 pm Quilting for adults - QR 
Tuesday October 20 
7:00 am Men’s Bible Study  
Gramma Sharon’s 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting - MR 
Wednesday, October 21 
9:30 am Faith Circle - FH 
2 pm Women’s Bible Study - P 
5:30am – Community Meal 
6:00 pm – Worship Service  
NO – Wednesday School and  
Confirmation 
Thursday, October 22 
10 am Coffee Group - P 
11 am - Finance Committee - MR 
1-3 pm Quilting for adults - QR 
1:30 pm Pray Knit Chat - P 
6 pm Cub Scouts - YR 
Friday, October 23 
Camp of  the Cross Women’s Retreat 
Saturday, October 24 
Sunday, October 25 
9:30 am  Worship Service - S 
NO Sunday School 
10:30 am Coffee Hour - FH 
 
 

Monday, October 26 
8:00 am Pastors/Lay  
Preachers text study 
1 pm Arbor House 
1-3 pm Quilting for adults - QR 
6 pm Scouts - FH 
Tuesday, October 27 
7:00 am Men’s Bible Study  
Gramma Sharon’s 
1 pm Staff Meeting—MR 
Wednesday, October 28 
2 pm Women’s Bible Study-P 
5:30 pm– Community Meal 
6:00 pm – Worship Service  
6:45 pm – 6:45 –  7:30 PM - Wed. 
School and Confirmation 
Thursday, October 29 
10 am Coffee Group - P 
1 - 3 pm Quilting for adults - QR 
1:30 am Pray, Knit, Chat - P 
6 pm Cub Scouts - FH 
Friday, October 30 
Saturday, October 31 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

November 1 -  Daylight Saving 

Time ends at 1:00 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
November 2  
11 am WELCA Board Meeting - P 
 
November 4 
WELCA General Meeting - P 
Time TBD 
 
November 8 - Thank Offering 
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 FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 916 Main, Williston, ND  58801-5398 
 Phone:  572-6363 
 flcwilliston.com 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

             
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NON-PROFIT 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
WILLISTON, ND 

58801 
PERMIT #107 

 

FIRST LUTHERAN RADIO SPONSORSHIP  
 

I/we support the Radio Broadcast of First Lutheran’s worship service on 660 KEYZ Radio  
If you have questions please call 701-572-6363.  

 
 

____ $150 for one Sunday - Date Requested: ________________ 
                                                (PLEASE CALL TO VERIFY DATE IS AVAILABLE) 
 

Name(s)______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________________  
 
Optional: In Honor/Memory (circle one) of: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______I/We give permission to have my/our name(s) printed in the bulletin and/or in the worship  
announcements as sponsors of that Sunday’s radio broadcast.                

 

2026 

mailto:first@flcwilliston.org

