CASUAL SERVICE w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

Saturday 5:30 p.m.
Date: 09/19/26 Season: PENTECOST 17 (GREEN)

PASTOR Rev. Orin W. Cummings, PhD. ASSISTING Genny Maroc

LECTOR Karen Grochowsky A/V Drew Bowman

ORGANIST Marilyn Boston DISTRIBUTION MINISTER Genny Maroc
PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

TEMPLE TALK

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP/INVOCATION

In celebration of our baptism, we worship
In the name of God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through *+ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN ELW 401
Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading
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1 Gra - cious Spir - it,  heed our plead-ing, fash - ion us all a - new.

2 Come to teach us, cometo nour-ish those who be-lieve in Christ.
3 Guide our think-ing and ourspeak-ing done in your ho - ly  name.
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Tu - fu- ndi- she ya mbi - ngu - ni, tw - we wa-t wa - pya.
It’s your lead-ing  that we’re need-ing, help us to fol - low you.
Bless the faith-ful, may they flour-ish, strength-ened by grace un - priced.
Mo - ti- vate all in their seek-ing, free - ing from guilt and shame.
Refrain
n u I i | |
7 | Z | ——
@—F ¢ | Z i — o
J 1 ' Y 1 4
Njo - o, njo - o, njo - o, Ro-ho mwe - ma.
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Njo - o, njo - o, njo - o, Ro-ho mwe - ma.
Come, come, come, Ho - ly Spir - it, come.
4 Not mere knowledge, but discernment, 5 Keep us fervent in our witness,
nor rootless liberty; unswayed by earth’s allure.
turn disquiet to contentment, Ever grant us zealous fitness,
doubt into certainty. Refrain which you alone assure. Refrain

Text: Wilson Niwagila; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
Music: NsookwWETU, ROHO MWEMA, Wilson Niwagila
English and Swahili text and music © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you alll.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful
judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

THE FIRST READING FROM JONAH 3:10—4:11
1"When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their
evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would
bring upon them, and he did not do it.
41 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to
the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what | said while | was still in my own
country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for | knew that you are a
gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and
relenting from punishment. 3 And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it
is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be
angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and
made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what
would become of the city.
¢The LORD God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give
shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy
about the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm
that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a
sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was
faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”
? But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he
said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” '°Then the LORD said, “You are concerned
about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came
into being in a night and perished in a night. ' And should | not be concerned
about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and
twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left and also
many animals?”

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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THE SECOND READING FROM PHILLIPPIANS 1:21-30

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If | am to live in the flesh, that
means fruitful labor for me, yet | cannot say which | will choose. 221 am hard
pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far
better, 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since | am
convinced of this, | know that | will remain and continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in faith, 2¢ so that, by my presence again with you, your boast
might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.

27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether |
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the
gospel 22and in no way frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is
evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 2 For
he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of
suffering for him as well, 3°since you are having the same struggle that you saw |
had and now hear that | still have.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 20th Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. ? After agreeing
with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his

vineyard. ®*When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in
the marketplace, “and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and | will
pay you whatever is right.” So they went. ® When he went out again about noon
and about three o’clock, he did the same. ¢ And about five o’clock he went out
and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing
here idle all day?2’ “They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ ¢ When evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay,
beginning with the last and then going to the first.” ? When those hired about five
o'clock came, each of them received a denarius. '°©Now when the first came,
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a
denarius. ' And when they received it, they grumbled against the

landowner, '2saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching
heat.” '°But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you
not agree with me for a denariuse '“Take what belongs to you and go; | choose
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to give to this last the same as | give to you. > Am | not allowed to do what |
choose with what belongs to me?¢ Or are you envious because | am
generous?e’ '¢So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Orin W. Cummings
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 688
Lord of Light
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from the  shad - ows to the glad - ness of the  sun:
pass - es knowl-edge, mak - ing  all your chil - dren one:
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Fa - ther, as in  high-est heav-en, so on earth your will be done.

Text: Howell E. Lewis, 1860-1953, alt.

Music: ABBOT’S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991
Text © Union of Welsh Independents
Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, let us affirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reminded of God'’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident
that God hears us.

A brief silence.

Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news
and our anger at your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be
witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that
all your creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees.
Reconcile conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with
camaraderie, and bring an end to employment disparity. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth
that their value comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those who
are injured, ill, and for all in any need especially Bob Starr, Larry Johnson, Sandy
Fisher, Donna, Peggy Shelton, Mary Lou Lomas, William, Jolynn Szesny, Bob
Ockree, Claire, Jennie Rohy, Wanda Wilson, Ginny Erickson, Allison Gregory,
Susan Klockow, Clark Snyder, David Grochowsky, Andrew Langr, Mark Krueger,
Steve Cowden, Cathy Carleton, Dr. Kerry Randolph, Helen Mattina, and Beverly
Carlson. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others
in the community. Inspire all to support community endeavors with our time and
talents. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved
ones whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled, especially Myril Stewart, Beth
Ramsey, Louise Rowton and Juanita Steinbaugh. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and

whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN TFF 239
What Shall I Render
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What shall I ren - der, what shall I give?
all I can ren-der, that’s all I can  give.
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What shall I ren - der, what shall I give?
Text: Margaret J. Douroux, b. 1941: based on Psalm 116:12

Music: WHAT SHALL 1 GIVE, Margaret J. Douroux, b. 1941

Text and music © 1975 Margaret I. Douroux, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 685
Take My Life, That I May Be
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1 Take my life, that I may be con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King;
4 Takemy sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I  with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days;
take my feet and
take my lips and

take my

let them be
let them be
in - tel - lect, and use

5 Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: Parmos, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

TABLE BLESSING

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

a

let them flow in cease-less praise.

swift and beau - ti - ful for

thee.

filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
ev - ty pow’r as thou shalt choose.

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour

at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and [ will be
ever, only, all for thee.
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN ELW 588
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - ¢y, like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 ’Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in God’sjus - tice which is more than lib - er - ty.
there is mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is  heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg - er mer-cy through the fall
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’'n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;
But we make this love too nar - row by false lim -its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv'n.
there is room for fresh «cre - a - tions in that wup-per home of bliss.
and we mag-ni - fy its  strict-ness with a  zeal God will not own.
and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.
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MISSION STATEMENT

Guided by the Gospel, we:

Welcome all to worship;

Make disciples;

Hunger for ministry;

Nurture youth;

Gather resources for growing ministries;
Offer healing and care to all in need.

DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

OFFERING
(Please place gifts in the plates as you leave)

POSTLUDE
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