My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study.

1) Review the introductory definition of “bitterness”.  According to Billy Graham, the Bible “sets up two controls” about bitterness.  Share an example of what happens when these “two controls” are not followed.  Discuss how applying these principles can help bring hope beyond bitterness.

2) In many ways, our response to unfairness, injustice or suffering is based on our perspective.  What is the earthly vs. heavenly perspective when it comes to dealing with disappointments in life?  What option does Peter give us in 1 Peter 3:12?

3) According to v.13, what is “usually” the case in life?  What is “occasionally” the reality, according to v.14a?  When have you witnessed an example of both principles in your life?

4) Sometimes situations of life turn on us.  In vs.13-17, Peter shares five ways followers of Christ should respond when this happens.  In v.14a, what is Peter’s surprising advice?  How is this response so different from that of the world?  (see also James 1:2; Matthew 5:10-12)

5) Even when life is difficult, why can believers not panic and worry (v.14b)?  (see also John 14:1)

6) What does it mean and how does it apply to “worship Christ as Lord of your life” (v.15a)?  Why is Stephen a good example of someone who “sanctified” Christ as Lord in his heart (Acts 7)?  What examples do you see of this principle today?

7) Why is the application of v.15b such a powerful tool of Christian witness?  Was there an occasion when your response to problems or pain provided a positive platform for sharing your hope in Christ?  If so, share your story.

8) When it comes to keeping a clear conscience (v.16), why does nothing speak louder than a life of integrity?  How does keeping a clear conscience help bring hope beyond bitterness?

9) What are we as believers to always remember (v.17)?  What are we to do when we cannot discern or know the Lord’s “why” of our suffering?   Read, apply, discuss and pray through Ephesians 4:31-32.  Are you becoming bitter or better?

What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?
What are you going to do about it?
Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.

Primary message sources and recommended resources:  Hope Again (1 Peter) by Charles R. Swindoll; Exposition of the New Testament (1 Peter) by Warren Wiersbe; NIV Application Commentary (1 Peter); Word Biblical Commentary (1 Peter); The Communicator’s Commentary (1 Peter) by Paul Cedar.
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TODAY’S MESSAGE, SEPTEMBER 27, 2026
SERIES: A Living Hope
“Experiencing Hope Beyond Bitterness”
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor

Bitterness is the product of intense animosity, characterized by cynicism and ill will.  Resentment is the indignant displeasure and ill will which results from a wrong, an insult or injury, either real, imagined, or unintentional.  Bitterness and resentment often go together, the dual results of unresolved anger.

Billy Graham says: “The Bible does not forbid displeasure, but it sets up two controls.  The first is to keep anger clear of bitterness, spite, and hatred.  The second is to check daily to see how we have handled malevolent feelings.  There’s an old Latin proverb: ‘He who goes angry to bed has the devil for a bedfellow.’  Of course, there are many irritations in life.  They become prime opportunities for Satan to lead us into evil passion.”  (The Billy Graham Christian Worker’s Handbook, World Wide Publications, 2019, p. 79)


EARTHLY vs. HEAVENLY…  

The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right, and his ears are open to their prayers.  But the Lord turns his face against those who do evil.  
                                                                                             (1 Peter 3:12, NLT)

USUALLY…

Now, who will want to harm you if you are eager to do good? 
                                                                                             (1 Peter 3:13, NLT)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Usually no one will hurt you for wanting to do good. (1 Peter 3:13, TLB)


OCCASIONALLY…

But even if you suffer for doing what is right, God will reward you for it.
                                                                                           (1 Peter 3:14a, NLT)

But even if you suffer for what is right, you are blessed. (1 Peter 3:14a, NIV)
                                                                                            

B__________________?  or  B__________________?


We experience hope beyond bitterness when we…


1._____________________________________________________

But even if you suffer for doing what is right, God will reward you for it.
                                                                                                     (1 Peter 3:14a, NLT)

When all kinds of trials and temptations crowd into your lives… don’t resent them as intruders, but welcome them as friends! (James 1:2, PH)

2. ____________________________________________________

So don’t worry or be afraid of their threats.  (1 Peter 3:14b, NLT)

“Do not let your hearts be troubled…”  (John 14:1, NIV)

3._____________________________________________________

Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. (1 Peter 3:15a, NLT)

…but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts…  (1 Peter 3:15a, NASB)

4._____________________________________________________

And if someone asks you about your hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it.  But do this in a gentle and respectful way. (1 Peter 3:15b, 16a, NLT)
                                                                               
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect.
                                                                                            (1 Peter 3:15b, NIV)

5._____________________________________________________

Keep your conscience clear.  Then if people speak against you, they will be ashamed when they see what a good life you live because you belong to Christ.”  (1 Peter 3:16, NLT)

Keep a clear conscience before God so that when people throw mud at you, none of it will stick.  They’ll end up realizing that they’re the ones who need a bath.  (1 Peter 3:16, MSG)  

ALWAYS…

Remember, it is better to suffer for doing good, if that is what God wants, than to suffer for doing wrong!  (1 Peter 3:17, NLT)

Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of malicious behavior.  Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.  (Ephesians 4:31-32, NLT)
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