
The Wake You
Leave Behind

If you never told anyone you were a Christian…
would they know?



0 1   /   I D E N T I T Y

Take Away
the Labels

necklace   church attendance   social posts   Christian vocabulary

What remains?



T H E  C E N T R A L  M E T A P H O R

We all
leave a wake.

Every encounter moves the water
a little after we pass.



S T O R Y  A N C H O R

A Stranger
at a Gas Station



T H E  R I P P L E  E F F E C T

Small does not mean
insignificant.

A pause. A kindness. A choice not to wound.



R E A L - E S T A T E  S T O R Y

When I Left
the Wrong Wake



A  H A R D E R  M E A S U R E

Being right is not the same as doing right.

BEING RIGHT DOING RIGHT

ego  •  self-control  •  impact



M S G  T O M  T H I G P E N

Love
From Afar

Distance can be a boundary
without becoming contempt.



W I T H O U T  T H E  L A B E L

Would they know?

How you listen How you disagree How people feel after

Witness is a way of moving through the world.



G R O W I N G  U P  I N  S C R I P T U R E

The Bible You
Think You Know

F O U N D A T I O N

Stories learned young
can root a lifetime.

N O T  T H E  F I N I S H  L I N E

Adult faith asks us
to keep reading.



A  P R A C T I C A L  A P P R O A C H

Read more than the verse.

THE VERSE

SURROUNDING PASSAGE

AUDIENCE + HISTORY

LITERARY GENRE

PRAYER + HUMILITY

WISE COMMUNITY



S I N C E R E  ≠  I D E N T I C A L

When Two Christians Disagree

Same passage Different reading

Context • conscience • tradition • experience



F A I T H  T H A T  M O V E S

Sometimes “Have Faith”
Isn’t the Whole Answer

prayer + presence

faith + human action

Faith is the foundation.
Love is what we do with it.

James 2:15–17  •  1 John 3:18



A  C A N D I D  Q U E S T I O N

My biggest question
about God is God.

No forced answer here.



C U R I O S I T Y  W I T H  R O O T S

Maybe questions
belong here.

?
Study  •  context  •  prayer  •  humility  •  community



1 0 - M I N U T E  A C T I V I T Y

Your Wake

01 Who feels your wake most often?

02 Where has your wake been rough lately?

03 What is one repair—or one kindness?

Quiet reflection. No forced sharing.



T H I S  W E E K

Your One-Person
Challenge ONE

Choose one person.
Listen longer.
Leave them lighter.



T H E  C L O S I N G  Q U E S T I O N

What story does
your wake tell?



O N E  L A S T  T H I N G

Leave them
better.
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