BUMC’s Backpack Ministry is gearing
up for another year of service, and we
need your help! This ministry has a
direct impact on the lives of children in
our local schools. Weekly we shop,
pack, & deliver nearly 50 bags of
groceries to students in need. We
need monetary and food donations, as
well as needing new volunteers to join
our team! Please prayerfully consider
a contribution to help sustain this ministry. To donate,
make checks payable to Bridgewater United Women in
Faith with ‘Backpack Program’ listed on the memo. Food
items needed are listed in the e-Blast. For more
information, please contact Jessi or Stephanie Higgs

o Calling all Singers!
The Bridgewater UMC Choir will
soon be starting work on this

L0 g~ ;
.\ Yyear’s Christmas Cantata, “All
CHBISTMASH Is Well"! All are welcome! Never
CAN'SATA sang in a choir before? - no
‘ problem! Don’t read music? - no
. r problem! If you love to sing to
the Lord, please join us!
The Cantata is scheduled for
December 13th. Rehearsals are Wednesdays @ 7pm

beginning October 7th. Questions? Contact James @
lyricbaritonejames@gmail.com

Women’s Bible Study > -
“"The Women of the Bible Speak: the s ~
Wisdom of 16 Women and Their Lessons opgHe mince

for Today" by Shannon Bream. b op
Will meet on Wednesday mornings from 10—11 y

AM starting September 30 /

Please excuse any oddities with the bulletin; I'm learning
to do it on different programs as Microsoft is discontinuing
the program we have been using. Thank you. -Robin

Important note: Please remove dumbumyouth@gmail.com
address from your contact lists. This is no longer a valid

It's Operation Christmas Child Time Again!
BUMC is collecting items for Operation
Christmas Child boxes.

We are now collecting hygiene

items. We need toothbrushes,
toothbrush holders, wash cloths,
and boys’ and girls’ socks. We are no
longer collecting bars of soap or soap
boxes.

We also still need some school supplies: 35 boxes of colored
pencils, 54 pairs of scissors, 16 post it notes, 58 rulers, 36
pencil sharpeners, and 33 sheets of stickers.

A collection area is set up in the breezeway. The shopping cart is
available for your donations. Larger amounts can be put under the
table.

We appreciate everyone’s support for this important service
project.!

Johna McFarland, OCC Coordinator

powe Join us for Children's Church every Sunday!

® ' Children's Church is worship & Christian education

o ‘ for kids during part of the worship service. It is led
: ', by our amazing leaders Gracen & Rea. Children may
I‘ﬁ" /. attend worship through the Children's Message &

[ ] ®1 then go to Children's Church on the first floor with

our leaders. ~OR~ Children are always welcome to
stay in the sanctuary with their family.

Contact Gracen
Email: gracenkelleyl23@gmail.com
Call or Text: 804-867-6143

We welcome Please share your prayer request with us on the
prayer requests Prayer Request Card found in your pew. Place the
card in the offering plate.

Prayer If you would like to be one of our prayer chain partners,
Chain please contact the church office at 540-828-0890.

Bridgewater UMC Church Staff
540-828-0890  oftice(@bridgewaterumec.com

Rich Bensinger SeniorPastor@BridgewaterUMC.com
Admin Assistant Robin Siegel AdminAsst@BridgewaterUMC.com
Bookkeeper Drew Davis Bookkeeper(@BridgewaterUMC.com
Children’s Ministries ~ Gracen Kelley gracenkelleyI23 @gmaﬂ.com
Custodian Edward Stoops ejstoopséaol.com

Director of Music Wryatt Smith MusicDirector(@BridgewaterUMC.com
Choir Director James Kiser ChoirDirector(@BridgewaterUMC.com
Handbell Choir Dit  Ramona Evans ramonaevans [ (@gmail.com

Senior Pastor

Organist Drew Davis davisas248(@gmail.com
Children’s Church &  Gracen Kelley, Reanna Ahnen,
Nursery Malachi Benjamin

Oftice Hours: Monday-Thursday 10 AM - 3 PM (Closed Friday)

Welcome to

Bridgewater
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

219 N. Main Street bridgewater, VA 22812
540-828-0890 www.bridgewaterumc.com

September 27, 2026

SHE WILL GIVE BIRTH TO A SON,
AND YOU ARE TO GIVE HIM THE

NAME JESUS, BECAUSE HE WILL
SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS.

Matthew 1:21, NIV

Greetings from the congregation of Bridgewater UMC! We are certainly
blessed to have you worship with us. We pray that you will feel
welcomed and loved. Do you need assistance today? Please speak with
any of our worship leaders or ushers. If you have questions during the

week about the church, please call Pastor Rich Bensinger at 703-402-0287.




ORDER OF WORSHIP

September 27, 2026
UMH = United Methodist Hymnal (Red)
TFWS = The Faith We Sing (Black)
W&S = Worship & Song (Green)
* = Please stand in body or spirit
Ringing the Bell
Announcements

*Candle Lighting "“Glory Be to the Father” (Gloria Patri)
UMH 70

Prelude “Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown”

D. Wood
*UWF Purpose/Call to Worship
*Opening Prayer

*Opening Hymn
UMH 733

“Marching to Zion”
Children’s Message

Anthem “Shelter Me”

Arr. D. Clydesdale

UWF Member Recognition

Readings Isaiah 7:10-17
Matthew 1:18-23
Sermon “Filling in the Gaps”

Rev. Laura Douglass, Asbury UMC
Shenandoah River District Social Action Coordinator

Hymn
W&S 3004
“Step by Step”

Offertory “Thy Strong Word”

K. Uppercue

*Doxology
UMH 95

Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer

*Closing Hymn TFWS
2242

“Walk with Me”

In Qur Prayers

Joys and Answered Prayers

Jody Tumer, Isaac Winfree, Pastor Rich, and Rebecca Musgrave
joined BUMC
Leslie and Kayla Siegel and others are home from traveling
Thank you, God, for the love of Jesus, for our church,
our families, and our friends
We give thanks for God's grace and mercy

Current Prayer Concerns

Beth Miller Nancy Thomas

Bettye Newman Kim Miller

Alison Cichocki Greg Smith

Michelle Suzanne Woroniak Kennedy

Ongoing Prayer Needs of our Congregation

Dick Boyd Barbara Kiracofe Sandra Stroud
Grace Fishback Dorothy Lion Marcia & Gary
Betty Foley Shirley Creekbaum Tyeryar

Dorice Graham
Rodney Hildebrand
Deidra Hill

Judy Hulvey

Bettye Newman Donald & Ginger
Mitzi Puffenbarger Usry

Joanne Simpkins Doris Waters
Bonnie & Tom Snook

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers...

—For those affected by natural disasters around the world, and for
those helping them

—For those affected by disease outbreaks— especially Ebola and
measles

—For protection for all Houses of Worship of all faiths

—For peace in our lives, our families, with our neighbors, and
throughout the world

—For peace in Iran, Mid-East, Ukraine, Gaza, Venezuela, Cuba,
and around the world

—For our nation to step back from greed, injustice, fear, hatred

—For our government leaders to act with wisdom and love

—For protection for our government officials, & for our President

—For your will, not our will, to be done

—For those who cannot read

—For those who are struggling with financial problems

—Help us be servants to each other, our neighbors, & world

—Help us become better people & Christians; and grow in faith

—That our families will become closer to God; for clarity in
seeing God's will

—For Bridgewater and other college students, and students of
all grades, - for a good start to the semester

—For safe travels for our families

—For strength, health, & healing for those who are sick

—For victims of abuse of all kinds, and for their abusers to
change and learn

—For comfort for those dealing with illness, loss, awaiting surgery,
& having treatments

—For those dealing with mental illness and addiction and those
who care for them

—For families in crisis or struggling with estrangement

—That this day be good and tomorrow better

Serving Us in Worship

TODAY, Sept. 27 (4th Sun) NEXT SUNDAY, Oct. 4 (1st Sun)

Greeters Rebecca Musgrave & Judy Tongue | Gloria Roller & Kathi Hemmis
Ushers Kathi Hemmis & Mary Glover Mark Kipps & Claude Martell
Reader Gloria Hildebrand Johna McFarland
Audio-Visual Sam Briggs Tony Mancari

Acolytes Sydney & Reese Leach David Kipps

Sanctuary Servers | Don & Sue Gilkeson Laura & Tony Mancari

Bus Driver Dwight Campbell Dwight Campbell

OUR CALENDAR

TODAY United Women in Faith Sunday
9 AM Sunday School for all ages
9:30 AM 4th Sunday Coffee & OCC Raffle
(Fellowship Hall)
10 AM Worship Service
11:15 Pizza & Painting—Blessing Box (Outside)
1:30 PM Worship at White Birch
2 PM OCC Raffle Continues (Fellowship Hall)
3:45 PM OCC Raffle Drawing (Fellowship Hall)

MON 7 PM Pastor Rich’s Men’s Bible Study (Library)

TUE 10 AM Prayer Team (Library)
6:30 PM Reach & Relate Meeting (Library)

WED 10 AM Women'’s Bible Study (New Beginnings)
6 PM Handbell Practice (Mt. Solon Commons)
7 PM Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

NEXT 9 AM Sunday School for all ages
SUNDAY 10 AM Worship Service
6 PM Wing Fellowship Meal (Fellowship Hall)

Please send Robin announcements for the Bulletin/Slides/E-Blast by
Wednesday to adminasst@bridgewaterumc.com.

Attendance and Stewardship for last Sunday

Attendance: 107 Sunday School: 38 Total Giving: $4,558

" Drop off or mail a check to the church at BUMC,
“ Online Giving at BUMC Web Page

" App for Giving @ Tithely.com

We welcome you, and as an act of hospitality, we offer several ways for
you to participate in giving. Please find the most comfortable way for you.

" Offering Plate is passed during Sunday Worship Services
219 North Main St., Bridgewater VA 22812

www.BridgewaterUMC.com/give

Download the app, find BUMC, and give!

" Secure, locked communication box outside at Green Street entrance

in which you can leave papers for the church




*Closing Prayer/Benediction

Postlude “Fanfare”
J. Culver



