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1 John 3:11-15
Teaching sheet for 9/27/26

I think we need to look back to the book of Genesis and hear the story of Cain and Abel: Genesis 4:1-9 
This negative example of how to treat another has been used for thousands of years.  What happened when they brought offerings?  Abel was aware that he was to bring the firstborn of his flocks.  Should Cain have known this, too?  Later, God will give this command to the Israelites: Exodus 34:26. Cain brought the leftovers of his harvest, and God was not pleased.  What do you give God?
Cain’s answer to God’s question has been echoed through those thousands of years, and it comes to us again this morning.  AM I MY BROTHER’S KEEPER?

Don’t Be Like Cain, v. 11-12 Through John, God is telling us that Cain was motivated to commit the murder of his brother by Baalzebub.  The literal translation is “lord of the flies.”  In the Old Testament, it is referred to as the patron deity of the Philistine city of Ekron in 2 Kings 1:2–3.  By the time we get to Jesus’ day, Baalzebub was another name for the devil, who is the lord of the demons.      John 8:44 Where was the love he should have had for his brother?

This is a cautionary tale for dysfunctional families, where folks struggle to love each other.  If that is your family, you have one job: walk in total forgiveness.  If you fail in that one job, you open the door for the same demonic presence that motivated Cain.  If you hang onto the unforgiveness, it leads to a root of bitterness. (Hebrews 12:15) As I have told you before, as soon as you take up a battle with other people, Satan wins. (Ephesians 6:12)
Love that breaks down all barriers Galatians 3:26-27 

What the World Hates, v. 13 One reason the world hates us is that we have hope!  In fact, we have past, present, and future hope!
· Our past hope is in what Christ has done for you and me when He died a cruel death and rose on the third day.  That resurrection hope was precious to the Early Church.  Have you lost that past hope?  
· Our present hope is in the power of the Holy Spirit to make a difference in our lives today.  Every  Jesus Follower can be radically set free from every chain that would bind them.  Romans 5:13
· Our future hope is not for this world to get progressively better.  In case you have not noticed, the world is going to hell in a handbasket.  BUT GOD!  Our future hope is that Christ is coming back and God will give us a New Heaven and a New Earth.

How We Treat One Another v. 14-15 Matthew 18:15-17 – LH Policy for Congregational Unity
We need to be concerned with the way we treat one another for two reasons:
· God says so!
· The world is watching!
Love one another
· Love one another — John 13:34–35; 15:12, 17; Romans 13:8; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; 4:9; 1 Peter 1:22; 1 John 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11–12; 2 John 5.
· Be devoted to one another in brotherly love — Romans 12:10.
· Through love serve one another — Galatians 5:13.
· Bear with one another in love — Ephesians 4:2.
Honor, humility, and submission
· Give preference to one another in honor — Romans 12:10.
· Be of the same mind toward one another — Romans 12:16; 15:5.
· Submit to one another — Ephesians 5:21.
· Be clothed with humility toward one another — 1 Peter 5:5.
· Do not be partial toward one another — 1 Timothy 5:21.
Accept and care for one another
· Have the same care for one another — 1 Corinthians 12:25.
· Bear one another's burdens — Galatians 6:2.
· Bear with one another — Colossians 3:13.
· Show hospitality to one another — 1 Peter 4:9.
· Use your gifts to serve one another — 1 Peter 4:10.
Encourage and build up one another
· Edify/build up one another — Romans 14:19; 1 Thessalonians 5:11.
· Teach one another — Colossians 3:16.
· Admonish one another — Romans 15:14; Colossians 3:16.
· Comfort one another — 1 Thessalonians 4:18.
· Encourage/exhort one another — 1 Thessalonians 5:11; Hebrews 3:13; 10:25.
· Consider one another in order to stir up love and good works — Hebrews 10:24.
· Speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs — Ephesians 5:19.
Forgiveness and reconciliation
· Forgive one another — Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13.
· Be kind to one another — Ephesians 4:32.
· Be tenderhearted toward one another — Ephesians 4:32.
· Confess your sins/trespasses to one another — James 5:16.
· Pray for one another — James 5:16.
Fellowship
· Greet one another with a holy kiss — Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthians 13:12; 1 Peter 5:14.
· Have fellowship with one another — 1 John 1:7.
Link for a list of the “one another” statements in the New Testament in order: https://churchleaders.com/smallgroups/176356-the-59-one-another-statements-in-the-bible.html/2

Let me close with these precious words from Jesus as we read in John 13:34–35: HOMEWORK:	  

1 – Look up all the scripture verses.  Is there someone you have trouble walking with in total forgiveness?  Consider this:  no matter what happened in the past, we need to remember that unforgiveness is like drinking poison and expecting it to hurt the other person.  Today is your day to begin the hard work of forgiveness!
2 – Look at the list of “one another” statements.  Is there one that is easier than the others?  Is there one that is harder than the others?
3 – October 4: 2 Chronicles 6:1-6 “Jerusalem Forever” Day of Prayer for Peace in Jerusalem
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