Series: Seek First the Kingdom of God: A Light to Our Eyes, a study in Ezra
Sermon: In the Wake of Sin
Primary text: Ezra 9-10

Discussion guide:
· What is something that you felt was morally wrong or right at one time but now your view has changed and what changed your view?
· Do you view this as positive or negative? Why?
· Read Genesis 2:17 and Genesis 3:5. Kevin DeYoung writes, “The problem wasn’t knowledge itself. God wanted the man and the woman to learn and grow and do good things in the world. The problem was thinking that we get to decide what is right and wrong. That’s what the tree stood for—God’s authority to call the shots.”
· How do you see this played out in the world today? In yourself?
· How is sin a way of usurping God’s throne in your life?
· Why is this such a struggle for us?
· Read Deuteronomy 7:3-4 – what is the purpose of this law? Is it about race or faith?
· Why was this so hard for Israel? (see 1 Kings 11:4, Ezra 9:1-2)
· Why is an unequally yoked marriage so hard on faith? (see 2 Corinthians 6:4)
· Read Ezra 10:1-6
· Why did Ezra say, “our iniquities” and “our guilt” when he did not participate in the sin?
· Why did Ezra mourn? (see Ezra 10:6)
· Read John 11:33-35 – Jesus arrives after Lazarus’ death. Why did Jesus mourn?
· What should we learn from this?
· Read Ezra 10:2, 19
· What is their solution to the sin of marrying idol worshiping wives?
· Why is this so troubling?
· What are some of the things we don’t know about this situation?
· What do we know about God? His commands on caring for widows, orphans, and strangers? 
· What does this teach us about difficult scriptures and situations? (see Genesis 18:25)
· No matter what we know and don’t know – this situation has unfair consequences particularly for these wives and children. What should this teach us about sin?
· Have you ever had to suffer unfairly because of someone else’s sin? If you’re willing to share.
· Has someone else suffered due to yours? If you’re willing to share.

