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I. INTRODUCTION
Before the Law ever existed, God wrote a covenant pattern into creation itself: the first and the best belong to Him, and whatever is returned to Him becomes the doorway through which He releases all that He is. In Eden, God marked off a holy portion, the first thing man ever encountered that did not belong to him. Abel honored that pattern, Abraham responded to it, and Jacob vowed himself into it.
This covenant pattern becomes clear on Mount Moriah, where God asked Abraham for his first and best—Isaac, the son of Blessing. When Abraham lifted the knife, God stopped him. In that moment, their covenant opened the door for God to give His first and best—His Son, Jesus Christ, the true Seed of Blessing.
The tithe is the proving ground of Lordship, the declaration of that God is our Source, and the act that says: “God, I return the first portion to You as my Covenant Partner, and in doing so I access all that You are—Your protection, Your provision, Your Blessing, and the open windows of heaven.”
This first message establishes the tithe before the Law, beginning in the Garden of Eden and continuing through the patriarchs.
II. THE TITHE IN EDEN — THE FIRST HOLY PORTION 
[bookmark: 17]Genesis 2:15–17 “Then the LORD God took the man and placed him in the Garden of Eden to cultivate and keep it. 16And the LORD God commanded him, “You may eat freely from every tree of the garden, 17but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; for in the day that you eat of it, you will surely die.”
1. God Marked Off a Portion That Belonged to Him Alone
In Eden before sin entered the world—God established a holy portion that belongs to Him alone.
A. Adam was steward, not owner.
B. The tree was holy – Hebrew = qodesh (ko'-desh) holy, consecrated thing, dedicated thing, hallowed thing, set apart
C. They were called to care for it along with rest of the Garden, but never consume it.
D. This was their tithe and they consumed it.
E. Eating the tithe or the qodesh was an act of disobedience that separated them from the Eternal Life and Blessing and ushered death and the Curse.
F. Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death…”
This was 2,500 years before Moses and the Law.
2. The Principle: Don’t Eat Your Tithe
A. The tree was not about fruit—it was about honor. 
B. It was God’s portion. 
C. It was the first qodesh thing man ever encountered.

3. Application
A. In Eden God establishes a holy portion and expects it to remain His. 
B. The tithe is not ours to consume; it is God’s to receive. 
C. Honoring the holy portion keeps us aligned with God’s order.

III. THE TITHE WITH CAIN & ABEL — FIRST AND BEST (Genesis 4:2–8)
[bookmark: 4][bookmark: 5][bookmark: 6][bookmark: 7][bookmark: 8][bookmark: 9]Genesis 4:2-8 “Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, while Cain was a tiller of the soil. 3So in the course of time, Cain brought some of the fruit of the soil as an offering to the LORD, 4while Abel brought the best portions of the firstborn of his flock. And the LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5but He had no regard for Cain and his offering. So Cain became very angry, and his countenance fell. 6“Why are you angry,” said the LORD to Cain, “and why has your countenance fallen? 7If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you refuse to do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires you, but you must master it.” 8Then Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let us go out to the field.” And while they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him.”

1. The Pattern Continues
A. Abel brought first and best. 
B. Abel the brought “best portions of the firstborn of his flock”
C. Abel’s offering was faith (Hebrews 11:4, 6). 
D. Hebrews 11:4, 6 “By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as righteous when God gave approval to his gifts. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead. 
6And without faith it is impossible to please God. For anyone who approaches Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.”
E. Cain brought some—not first, not best, he brought the worst portions. 
F. Cain’s offering had no faith mixed with it. For him it was an obligation.
G. The Lord’s response revealed their hearts.
H. Cain out of jealously killed his brother instead of repenting and bringing his tithe to the Lord.
I. Tearing someone else down will never make you look better. 

2. Malachi’s Parallel
A. Israel later repeated Cain’s error:
Malachi 1:6–8 “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. But if I am a father, where is My honor? And if I am a master, where is your fear of Me?” says the LORD of Hosts to you priests who despise My name. “But you ask, ‘How have we despised Your name?’ 7By presenting defiled food on My altar. But you ask, ‘How have we defiled You?’ By saying that the table of the LORD is contemptible.8When you offer blind animals for sacrifice, is it not wrong? And when you present the lame and sick ones, is it not wrong? Try offering them to your governor! Would he be pleased with you or show you favor?” asks the LORD of Hosts.”
· Cain brought “something.” 
· Israel brought “what nobody wanted.” 
· Both were unacceptable.
3. How Did They Know?
A. The Bible doesn’t say but the Lord either taught them directly or most likely He taught Adam and Eve and they taught their children.
B. Tithing has always been God’s method of proving man.
C. Will we acknowledge Him as the Creator, our Lord, and that He is the Source of our life and the Blessing?
D. Or will we go our own way and live as our own god’s, under the Curse, and subject to the god of this world.
4. Application
A. Cain and Abel show us that God receives the first and best and rejects the leftovers. 
B. The tithe is God’s covenant claim on the first portion—not whatever remains after we use what we want.

IV. THE TITHE WITH ABRAHAM — COVENANT RESPONSE
1. Abraham’s Pagan Background
Joshua 24:2 And Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your fathers, including Terah (related the Hebrew word for moon) the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates and worshiped other gods.
A. Abraham came from a family of idol worshipers. He had no knowledge of God, covenant, or tithing.

2. God Reveals Himself 
[bookmark: 3]Genesis 12:1-4 Then the LORD said to Abram, “Leave your country, your kindred, and your father’s household, and go to the land I will show you. 2I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you; and all the families of the earth will be blessed through you.” 4So Abram departed, as the LORD had directed him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran.
A. God calls Abraham. 
B. God blesses Abraham. 

3. God Expands the Blessing 
[bookmark: 16]Genesis 13:14-17 After Lot had departed, the LORD said to Abram, “Now lift up your eyes from the place where you are, and look to the north and south and east and west, 15for all the land that you see, I will give to you and your offspring forever. 16I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if one could count the dust of the earth, then your offspring could be counted. 17Get up and walk around the land, through its length and breadth, for I will give it to you.”
A. Abraham sees the land. 
B. Abraham receives the promise. 
C. Abraham begins walking in the Blessing.

4. Abraham Becomes Wealthy
Genesis 14:2 And Abram had become extremely wealthy in livestock and silver and gold.
A. The Blessing produces increase in his business and finances—livestock, silver, gold.

5. The Revelation of Melchizedek
[bookmark: 19][bookmark: 20][bookmark: 21]Genesis 14:17-20 After Abram returned from defeating Chedorlaomer and the kings allied with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).18Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine—since he was priest of God Most High — 19and he blessed Abram and said: “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, 20and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” Then Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth (tithe) of everything.

A. Melchizedek is a title not the name of a specific person.
B. Melchizedek appears suddenly with no mention of his parents, genealogy, birth, or death. Literarily, he has "neither beginning of days nor end of life". 
C. Melchizedek: His name translates to "King of Righteousness," and his title (King of Salem) means "King of Peace" and he is the Priest of God Most High.
D. Jesus: Jesus perfectly fulfills these titles, bringing true spiritual righteousness and eternal peace between God and humanity. The Levitical law did not allow kings to serve as priests, but Jesus holds both offices simultaneously, just like Melchizedek.
E. Melchizedek: His order was singled out by God in Psalm 110:4, where God swears an oath referring to Christ: "You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek."
F. Melchizedek’s priesthood is eternal. Jesus our High Priest stands in that same order.
G. Melchizedek blesses Abraham first.
H. Abraham responds with the tithe—a tenth of everything.
I. This is 430 years before Moses and the Law.

6. Application
A. Abraham shows us that tithing is a covenant response to the Blessing of the Lord. 
B. The tithe acknowledges God as our Source.

V. THE TITHE WITH JACOB — THE COVENANT VOW 
[bookmark: 22]Genesis 28:18–22 Early the next morning, Jacob took the stone that he had placed under his head, and he set it up as a pillar. He poured oil on top of it, 19and he called that place Bethel, though previously the city had been named Luz.20Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and watch over me on this journey, and if He will provide me with food to eat and clothes to wear, 21so that I may return safely to my father’s house, then the LORD will be my God. 22And this stone I have set up as a pillar will be God’s house, and of all that You give me I will surely give You a tenth (tithe).”

1. Jacob Continues the Pattern
A. Jacob sets up a pillar at Bethel. 
B. Jacob vows the tithe. 
C. Jacob ties the tithe to God’s:
· presence,
· provision,
· protection.
D. Jacob learned tithing from Isaac, who learned from Abraham.
E. The tithe allowed God to become their Covenant Partner with them in the Blessing and protection.

2. Application
A. Jacob teaches us that the tithe is a covenant vow of trust and dependence. 
B. Tithing is a generational practice that keeps families aligned with God’s Blessing.

VI. HONOR — THE COVENANT THREAD 
1 Samuel 2:30 (NASB) “those who honor Me I will honor, and those who despise Me will be insignificant.”

1. Honor Is the Foundation of the Tithe
· Eden’s tree was honor.
· Abel’s offering was honor.
· Abraham’s tithe was honor.
· Jacob’s vow was honor.

Honor is expressed through:
· The first and the best, not the leftovers;

Honor is the covenant thread running throughout the Bible.

VII. WHAT IS THE TITHE? — THE DEFINITION OF THE TENTH
1. The Hebrew Word: maaser (mah-as-ayr') = tenth, tithe. 
Not “something.” Not “whatever I feel led to give.” 
A. Genesis 14:20 — “a tenth of everything”
B. Genesis 28:22 — “I will surely give You a tenth”
C. Leviticus 27:30 — “every tithe of the land”
D. Numbers 18:26 — “the tithe which I have given you”
E. Deuteronomy 14:22 — “you shall tithe all the increase”
F. 9% is not a tithe.
G. The tithe is the first tenth of all increase.
H. Anything above 10% is an offering.
I. Anything less than 10% is withholding God’s portion.
J. The tithe is the believer’s declaration: “God, You are my Source.” 
K. The tithe is an act worship, honor, and covenant acknowledgment.

2. Application
A. The tithe is exact. The tithe is holy. The tithe is God’s. The tithe is the tenth.
B. Offerings are beautiful—but they never replace the tithe.
C. The tithe is obedience. Offerings are the overflow.

VIII. FINAL APPLICATION
1. From Eden to Jacob, the tithe has always been God’s covenant claim on the first portion.
2. The tithe is the believer’s declaration that:
A. God is first,
B. God is my Source,
3. The tithe is about honor, faith, and covenant alignment.
4. The tithe opens the door for His presence, the Blessing, and His protection to operate in our lives.
