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Introduction

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. In the

reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and
new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our
own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVOCATION
We gather in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

(Please Stand)

GATHERING SONG OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART

CCLI Song # 2298355
Paul Baloche
© 1997 Integrity's Hosanna! Music; Leadworship Songs

CHORUS
Open the eyes of my heart Lord
Open the eyes of my heart
| want to see You
| want to see You

VERSE
To see You high and lifted up
Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy holy holy

BRIDGE
HOLY HOLY HOLY
HOLY HOLY HOLY
HOLY HOLY HOLY

| want to see You

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the
earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine
love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.

Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



APOSTOLIC GREETING
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome
them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(Please be seated)

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
FIRST READING PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13

TIf, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit,
any tender affection and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your
own interests but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

8who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to
be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And
being found in appearance as a human, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of
death—even death on a cross.

9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every
other name, '9so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, ' and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

2 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but
much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, 3for it is
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
(Please Stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL MATTHEW 21:23-32
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 21ST Chapter. Glory to You, O Lord.

23\When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him
as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you
this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer,
then | will also tell you by what authority | do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’
he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are
afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.

28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in
the vineyard today.’ 2° He answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The
father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,” but he did not
go. 3 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly
| tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of
you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your
minds and believe him.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ

(Please be seated)

SERMON LAY MINISTER JON PAGE

(Please Stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY O, JESUS | HAVE PROMISED (ELW #810)

OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please be Seated)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition will end with “Hear us, O God,” and the response will be “Your mercty is great.”

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



THANKSGIVING

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran
Church! In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical
Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at
www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code.

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION TRUST IN GOD

CCLI SONG # 7206001
BRANDON LAKE | CHRIS BROWN | MITCH WONG | STEVEN FURTICK
© 2023 BRANDON LAKE MUSIC; MUSIC BY ELEVATION WORSHIP PUBLISHING; A WONG MADE WRITE PUBLISHING; INTEGRITY'S PRAISE! MUSIC

VERSE 1
Blessed assurance
Jesus is mine
He's been my fourth man in the fire
Time after time
Born of His Spirit
Washed in His blood
And what He did for me on Calvary
Is more than enough

Chorus
| trust in God
My Savior
The One who will never fail
He will never fail

Verse 2
Perfect submission
All is at rest
| know the author of tomorrow
Has ordered my steps
So this is my story
And this is my song
I’'m praising my risen King and Savior
All the day long

Bridge
| sought the Lord and He heard and He answered
| sought the Lord and He heard and He answered
| sought the Lord and He heard and He answered
That’s why | trust Him
That’s why (I trust Him)

(Please Stand)



THANKSGIVING OF THE WORD
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life,
O God, we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity,
water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word
of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your
Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our
hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw
near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
BENEDICTION
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the
Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG LIFT HIGH THE CROSS (ELW #660)

DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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