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“How one views Scripture will determine the rest of one’s theology.
There is no more basic issue: every system of thought that takes
seriously the claims of the Bible to be the inspired, authoritative
Word of God will share a commitment to particular central truth,

and that without compromise.”

— James White
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Author Date Earliest Copy Approximate Time # of Accuracy of
Written Span between Copies Copies
original & copy
Lucretius g'%d 55 0r 53 1100 yrs 2
Pliny A.D.61-113 A.D. 850 750 yrs 7
Plato 427-347B.C.  A.D.900 1200 yrs 7
Demosthenes 4th Cent. B.C. A.D. 1100 800 yrs 8
Herodotus 480-425B.C.  A.D.900 1300 yrs 8
Suetonius A.D. 75-160 A.D. 950 800 yrs 8
Thucydides  460-400B.C. A.D.900 1300 yrs 8
Euripides 480-406 B.C. A.D.1100 1300 yrs 9
Aristophanes 450-385B.C. A.D.900 1200 10
Caesar 100-44 B.C. A.D. 900 1000 10
Livy 59BC-AD17 - 777 20
Tacitus circa A.D.100 A.D.1100 1000 yrs 20
Aristotle 384-322B.C. A.D.1100 1400 49
Sophocles 496-406 B.C. A.D.1000 1400 yrs 193
Homer (lliad) 900 B.C. 400 B.C. 500 yrs 643 95%
New 1st Cent. AD. 2nd Cent. A.D.
Testament  (AD.50-100) (c.AD.130f) ‘essthan100years 5600 99.5%
NOTES:

e There are thousands more New Testament Greek manuscripts than any other ancient writing.
e The internal consistency of the New Testament documents is about 99.5% textually pure.
e |n addition, there are over 19,000 copies in the Syriac, Latin, Coptic, and Aramaic

languages. The total supporting New Testament manuscript base is over 24,000.
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“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the servant of God may
be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

— 2 Timothy 3:16-17



Why should you trust the Bible?

* The Bible's composition is miraculous
* The Bible's preservation is unparalleled.
* The Bible's accuracy is confirmed by archaeology.

* The Bible's prophecies have been fulfilled with mathematical
precision.

* The Bible's Gospels are based on eyewitness testimony.
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