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*-the congregation is invited to stand 

WELCOME TO GRACE 
A warm welcome to all who are worshiping with us this autumn. If you are 
visiting with us, please fill out a guest card which are found in the pews. 
Following the service, please introduce yourself to the pastor. 

We hope that this bulletin will help guide you through our worship service. 
INTRODUCTION 
Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in 
the reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the 
Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look 
to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. 
Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of 
our needy world. 

God gathers us in unity.    GATHERING 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 
Rhosymedre Wagner 

Bells of Grace 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 



Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in 
the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from 
overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions 
disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our 
hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to 
one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom 
there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise 
of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
 

*GATHERING HYMN 
 All Are Welcome ELW#641 
  Vs 1, 3, 5 
 
*GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and 
failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from 
those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of 
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen. 
 
*BLESSING OF QUILTS 
Gracious God, as we ask your blessing on these quilts, we join 
giver and receiver, recognizing the unity of all your people in 
the body of Christ.  
We celebrate being the children of God. 
  



We give thanks for the gifts of fabric, thread and sewing 
machines that were brought together by the faithful people who 
cut the squares, designed the patterns, sewed the tops, ironed 
the fabric, made backs and fillers, tied and stitched the 
bindings, packed the quilts and contributed the funds for 
shipping. 
We celebrate generosity. 
We give thanks for the fellowship of all who work together to 
make quilts, the ones made in the past, the ones before us 
today, and the ones yet to be sewn; for the laughter, the shared 
stories, the joy of creating something new with one’s hands and 
heart for someone in need. 
We celebrate community. 
We send these quilts as a sign of God’s love and blessing for 
each person who receives one, trusting that their quilt will be a 
source of comfort and hope in the midst of disaster and fear, a 
symbol of Christ’s love to those who suffer, a reminder that 
each recipient is a beloved child of God. 
We celebrate hope in the midst of life’s trials. 
We remember those who have received our quilts in the past 
and pray that their lives have returned to stability. 
We celebrate the gift of life. 
Bless these quilts wherever they may be used, that they may 
provide warmth in the cold, shelter from the sun and heat, a 
wall for a home when there is no other shelter, a carrier for a 
few precious belongings, and security for those who have 
experienced tragedy. May all who receive these quilts be 
wrapped in your love and forgiveness. May they also encounter 
your grace and peace and learn the joy of Christ. 
Bless the fruits of our labor and the whole mission of Lutheran 
World Relief, that together we may minister to our neighbors in 
need. 
 
Bless all who give and all who receive, as we are sewn together 
in the unity of your Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 
 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
 



 
 

God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung, and preached.         WORD 
 

FIRST READING – Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 What do you mean by 
repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The 
parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are 
set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall 
no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are 
mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is 
mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die. 
  25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, 
O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that 
are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away from their 
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the 
iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. 27 Again, 
when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have 
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save 
their life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from all 
the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely 
live; they shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way 
of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is 
it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you 
according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn 
from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your 
ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you 
have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart 
and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I 
have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. 
Turn, then, and live. 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM – Psalm 25:1-9 
1 To you, O LORD, 
  I lift up my soul. 
2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to  
  shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 



3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
4 Show me your ways, O LORD, 
  and teach me your paths.   
5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted  
  all the day long. 
6 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the  
  sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
8 You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
9 You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way.  
 
 
SECOND READING – Philippians 2:1-13 
1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from 
love, any partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and 
sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility 
regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look 
not to your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the 
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be grasped, 
 7 but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  assuming human likeness. 
 And being found in appearance as a human, 
  8 he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every other name, 
 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 



  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11 and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, 
not only in my presence but much more now in my absence, 
work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is 
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure. 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION We Are Called   ELW#720 

 
 
 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the 
elders of the people came to him as he was teaching and said, 
“By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave 
you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you 
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you 
by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John 
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they 
argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say 
to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of 
human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John 
as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” 
And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I 



am doing these things. 
  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the 
first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He 
answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 
30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he 
answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did 
the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed 
him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds 
and believe him.” 
The gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly may be seated. 
 
SERMON 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY 
 I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me ELW#860 

  
 
The assembly stands as able. 
 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.   
 

*THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer concludes: 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

*THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Share the peace with one another. 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ  MEAL 
 
OFFERING  
We respond to the grace given us by sharing our gifts with others 
through the offering. Today’s regular offering supports the ongoing 
ministry of Grace church. You can give online, by cash, or by check. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
 God Who Watches Over Me Mark Shepperd 

Grace Chancel Choir 
 

*SETTING THE TABLE 
 Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW#512 



 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and the earth 
springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us 
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and 
our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today 
and always. 
Amen. 
 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this 
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
 
*SANCTUS Baptized and Set Free (vs 4) ELW#453 



 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT TABLE 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most 
holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for 
us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 
passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O 
Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask 
you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with 
your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these 
your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share 
in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly 
blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be 
formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance 
with all your saints. 



To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and 
glory in your holy church, now and forever.   
Amen, amen, amen. 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*DOXOLOGY  
 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow ELW#885 

 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. 
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
Thanks be to God. 
The assembly may be seated. 
Those communing at home or in their seats are invited to prepare their 
elements then to be led through eating and drinking the real presence of 
Christ in the bread and wine.  
The Lutheran Church welcomes all to the Lord’s Supper. If you are not a 
Christian and wish to inquire about the Christian faith, we invite you to 
speak to the minister.  
 

  



DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
 Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying ELW#752

 

 
COMMUNION MUSIC 
 Jesus, Remember Me (3 times) ELW#616 

 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC 
 Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal ELW#464 

The assembly stands as able. 

*BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of the Risen Lord strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.   
Amen. 
 
  



Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you 
nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send 
us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs 
of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, 
in whose name we pray.  
Amen. 

 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world SENDING 
 

*BLESSING 
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the 
body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all 
circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
*SENDING HYMN  
 On Our Way Rejoicing ELW#537 
 

*DISMISSAL 
Serving, Loving, Growing in Faith. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE 
 On Our Way Rejoicing Hermas 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SERVING TODAY IN WORSHIP 

 Presiding Minister ................................. Seminarian Seth Roseman 
 Assisting Minister ......................................................... Karen Galle 
 Lector ............................................................................ Karen Jury 
 Acolyte ........................................................................ Liam Barber 
 Communion Assistants ............... Bonnie Barton, Susan Dickinson 
 Sound ..................................................................... Scott Swartzell 
 Director of Music ............................................. Kristopher Hartman 
 Organist ................................................................... Bonnie Barton 
 Technology Operator ...................................................... Chris Jury 
 



This Week at Grace: Sept. 26 – Oct. 2  

We make a difference by serving others through God's love and 
our faith. 

The Sanctuary Lamp for September is given by Dr. G. 
Robert Little in memory of Collette Little and Bob Little.  
  
The Altar Flowers are given by Judy Zeiders in honor of grandson, Ethan Davis’s 
birthday. 
 
The Bulletins & Mailings are given to the Glory of God.  
 
We hold in prayer especially this week….  
Deb Overly, Eileen Moore Hartzell, Karen Brown-Pautz, David & Lori Archer Family, 
Adam Handwerk, Tom Zimmerman, Bob Hillegas, Jeff Johnson, Dr. Robert Little, Jaclyn 
Atkins, Robert Schweitzer, and Alice M. 
We hold in prayer the recently departed….  
Robert “Bob” Rhodes.  
Calendar 
9/25-9/27  ALiVE at Camp Nawakwa 
9/26/26 5:00pm Sabbath Service of Holy Communion in Barkley Chapel 

Blessing of the Quilts 
9/27/26 9:30am 

 
Service of Holy Communion in Sanctuary 
Blessing of the Quilts 

9/28/26 7:00pm Scouting America Troop 54 & Cub Scout Pack 54 Meeting 
9/29/26 9:00am 

1:00pm 
Quilting Ministry in Quilt Room 
Adult Bible Study in Neal Gathering Place 

9/30/26 3:00pm Grace Giving Pantry  
10/1/26 6:00pm 

7:00pm 
Bells of Grace Rehearsal in the Balcony 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal in the Choir Room 

 

Spiritual Retreat  – RESCHEDULED 
Due to low enrollment the October 3 Spiritual Retreat at Kentland has been cancelled. 
Pastor Eckert plans to offer the retreat in the Spring 2027. Keep an eye out for more 
information next year in the This Week at Grace, the Good News from Grace, and the 
website for more information! 
 

Blessing of the Quilts 
The Blessing of the Quilts will take place during worship on Saturday, September 26 
and Sunday, September 27. These quilts will be donated to Lutheran World Relief 
(LWR) for their Ingathering Appeal. If you’d like to help offset the cost to transport, 
process, store and deliver one quilt at a cost of $4 please write the dollar amount next to 
OTHER and write Quilts on the comment line on the contribution envelope. You can 
also donate under Quilting Ministry online at https://secure.myvanco.com/LYV1S/ home 
The quilts are sewn and donated by Grace’s Quilting Ministry. 
 



Braver Angels Workshop – October 8 
Braver Angels is holding a workshop on October 8, 2026, from 
6:00pm to 8:00pm. This workshop is open to everyone. You will 
learn about the values and concerns of the other political side and 
practice skills for communicating more effectively in the presence 
of disagreement. Please register online 
https://www.gracecamphill.org/events/braver-angels-disagreeing-
better-workshop/2026-10-08 on the bulletin board in the Neal 
Gathering Place, by scanning the QR code or by contacting the 
office at 717-737-0439 by Sunday, September 27.  Questions? 
Contact Rick Keen at 717-657-5563. 

Trunk or Treat and Haunted House – October 27 
We'd love to see you at this year's Trunk or Treat and Haunted House 
on Thursday, October 29! If you're interested in setting up a table or a 
trunk, just sign up on the bulletin board in the Neal Gathering Place, at 
https://www.gracecamphill.org/events/trunk-or-treat-and-haunted-
house or scan the QR code. Make sure to sign up by Wednesday, 
October 15 so we can include you in the fun! 

Nursery Helper Sign Up 
We’re looking to reboot the Sunday Morning Nursery. To do this we 
need helpers to stay in the Nursery during the entire Sunday Morning 
Worship Service. Drop-off time would be 5 minutes before worship 
starts, and pick-up will be right after the service ends. To volunteer, 
you need to be at least 16 years old. The maximum time commitment 
is once a month, as we need to form at least 4 teams (each with 2 
adults or teens 16 or older) to get the Nursery up and running again. 
We’re planning to start offering Nursery on Sunday, October 4th. If 
you're interested, please sign up by Sunday, September 27th. You 
can sign up in the Neal Gathering Place or scan the QR code. Thanks so much for 
helping us make this happen! 

Upcoming Events (See the Events page on the website for more details) 
10/3 Blessing of the Animals 
10/4 Sunday Adult Forum 

Children’s Church 
Confirmation Class 
Grace Youth Group (GYG) 

10/8 Braver Angels – Disagreeing Better Workshop 
10/11 Monthly Healing and Anointing Service 
10/11-18 Family Promise at Grace 

https://www.gracecamphill.org/events/braver-angels-disagreeing-better-workshop/2026-10-08
https://www.gracecamphill.org/events/braver-angels-disagreeing-better-workshop/2026-10-08
https://www.gracecamphill.org/events/trunk-or-treat-and-haunted-house
https://www.gracecamphill.org/events/trunk-or-treat-and-haunted-house
https://www.gracecamphill.org/events


Grace’s Merchandise Store 
Looking for some awesome Grace gear? We've got a bunch of cool stuff 
like hats, polo shirts, t-shirts, sweatshirts, a windbreaker jacket, and 
water bottles. Plus, a part of every sale helps support Grace. Check it 
out here: https://www.bonfire.com/store/grace-lutheran-camp-hill-
merch/. 
 
Special Benevolence Offering 
The Special Benevolence for SEPTEMBER is NEW HOPE MINISTRY. 
To contribute, please list your dollar amount next to Special Offering 
Ministry on the contribution envelopes or use the online giving page, use 
the QR code or on the website page at 
https://www.gracecamphill.org/give  
 

Lost & Found Items 
Have you lost an item recently? If so, please check with the office at 717-737-0439 or 
office@gracecamphill.org. Items will be kept in the office for (1) month. After that time, 
they will be placed in the Community Aid bin in the second parking lot.  
 
Welcome to Our Church Cards 
If you are visiting Grace at one of our worship services, please take a moment to 
complete one of the “Welcome to Our Church” cards found in the pews, both narthexes 
and in the Neal Gathering Place. We’d love to hear from you. 
 
Good News from Grace articles are due by 12noon on the 15th of the month for the 
next month’s newsletter. This Week at Grace information is due by 12noon on 
Tuesdays. Please email any information to ddeppen@gracecamphill.org. 

https://www.bonfire.com/store/grace-lutheran-camp-hill-merch/
https://www.bonfire.com/store/grace-lutheran-camp-hill-merch/
https://www.gracecamphill.org/give
mailto:office@gracecamphill.org
mailto:ddeppen@gracecamphill.org




 



  



Our Story 
Matthew 25:35-40: For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 
me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger 
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when 
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the 
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’” 
 
 
The purpose of Grace Lutheran Church is to make a difference 
by serving others through God’s love and our faith 
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Grace Church Staff 

Senior Pastor ........................................................ The Rev. Chad Butz 
 ............................ 610.297.2514 (cell); pastorchad@gracecamphill.org 
Pastor for Spiritual Formation...............The Rev. Dr. J. Richard Eckert 
 .......................................................... pastoreckert@gracecamphill.org 
Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministry .................. Ethan Lentz 
 .......................................................... Ethan.Lentz@gracecamphill.org 
Director of Music .................................................. Kristopher Hartman 
 ................................................................ K.E.Hartman11@gmail.com 
Organist ...................................................................... Emily Hartman 
 ................................................................ K.E.Hartman11@gmail.com 
Office Administrator/Sexton ............................................... Chris Jury 
 ..................................................................... cjury@gracecamphill.org 
Administrative Specialist ............................................... Diane Deppen 
 ................................................................ ddeppen@gracecamphill.org 
 
To contact the church office: 717.737.0439; office@gracecamphill.org 

Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 
Grace Lutheran Church * 1610 Carlisle Road *  

Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 17011 
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