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F IRST E VANGELICAL L UTHERAN C HURCH  

Third & Terry, Longmont, Colorado  
(303) 776 -2800 | www.firstluth.org 

Pastor Stephanie Kopsch and Deacon Korra Looschen  

18th Sunday After Pentecost  
September 27, 2026 — 9:30 a.m.  

Welcome to worship, we are glad you are with us!  

GATHERI NG   
PRELUDE   

INTRODUCTION  
Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. In the reading from 
Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to 
look to Christ as a mod el of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread 
and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.  

WELCOME  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.  

Amen.  

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Compassionate God,  

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans 
from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world 
and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but 
only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.  Amen.  

GATHERING HYMN   “God is Here”  ELW 526 vs. 1,2,3 

Ordinary Time  

http://www.firstluth.org/
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GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also,  with you.  
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KYRIE  Page 120 
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THIS IS THE FEAST  Page 122 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us 
from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  

Amen.  

READINGS  
Ezekiel 18:1 -4, 25-32 

1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The 
parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb 
shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the 
child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.  

25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that 
are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for 
the iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they 
have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28 Because they considered and turned 
away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29 Yet the house of 
Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?  
30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn 
from all your transgressions; otherwise, iniquity will be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that 
you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.  

Word of God, word of life  

Thanks be to God  

Philippians 2:1 -13 

1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection 
and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 
4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was 
in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in 
appearance as a human, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death —even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every other name, 10 so that at 
the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have 
always obeyed me, not only in my presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with 
fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  

Word of God, word of life  

Thanks be to God  

CHILDREN’S  TIME   

Congregation: Please Rise for the Gospel Acclamation  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 21 st chapter beginning at the 23 rd verse. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

Matthew 21:23-32 
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching 
and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I 
will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 
25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we 
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 
afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to 
them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; 
he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he 
changed his mind and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he 
did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, 
the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the 
way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even 
after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.”  

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON  Pastor Stephanie Kopsch  

HYMN OF THE DAY  “As Saints of Old”  ELW 695  
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NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salv ation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptu res; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also,  with you . 

ANNOUNC E MENTS  

MEAL  
OFFERTORY  “Quia Respexit” by Magnificat by Bach  Sarah Morrow  

 Accompanied by Jeff Hartmann, Piano and Rick Burton, Clarinet  
 
Latin text  English translation  

Quia respexit humilitatem ancillae suae, ecce enim ex 
hoc beatam me dicent omnes generationes. 

For he has regarded the lowliness of his maidservant; for behold, 
from henceforth all generations will call me blessed. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Let us pray.  

God of Creation,  

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with 

what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 

today and always.  

Amen  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    

The Lord be with you.  

And also,  with you.  

Lift up your hearts  

We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise...we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn:  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Page 130 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptati on, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever and ever.   
Amen.  
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LAMB OF GOD  Page 135 

 

COMMUNION  
This is the table of God. All who hunger for God's presence in their lives are invited to receive bread and wine. Please 
come forward at the direction of the usher. Our bread is gluten free, prepared and baked in a kitchen excluding wheat 
flour. The wine i s in the outer, darker circle of glasses in the communion trays while the lighter glasses in the center 
contain  grape juice. Should you prefer not to receive communion, please come forward for a blessing by crossing your 
arms in front of your chest. Come and see that the Lord is good.  

COMMUNION HYMNS   

 “One Bread, One Body”  ELW 496 

 “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  ELW 773 

 “We Come to the Hungry Feast”  ELW 479 
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COMMUNION BLESSIN G 

POST -COMMUNION PRAYER  
Sustaining God,  

with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this 
table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of 
Jesus, in whose name we pray .  
Amen  

SENDING  
BLESSING  
The God of love  draw you into full accord and one mind,  in the body of Christ Jesus.  

Amen.  

The God of hope  grant you strength and joy in all circumstances  through the interceding of the Spirit.  

Amen.  

The God of grace  ☩ bless you now and forever.  

Amen.  

SENDING HYMN  “Lord, Now Send Us Forth”  ELW 538  2x 

SENDING  
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.  

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE   
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Preacher/Presider  Pastor Stephanie Kopsch  

Worship Assistant  Deacon Korra Looschen  

Council Hosts:  Kayla Morelli  
Rick Samson  

Ushers:  Vicki Hergott  
Holly Keenan  

Reader:  Sally Campbell  

Communion Assistants:  Sally Campbell  
Mary Hall  

Organist/Pianist:  Jeffrey Hartmann  

Livestream Operator  Donna Jordison  

 

Welcome to Worship!  

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP, and families 
can sit anywhere in the sanctuary, including the chapel 
near the front. 

A NURSERY is available downstairs across from the 
Choir Room for children under 5. Follow the signs.  

LARGE -PRINT BULLETINS & HYMNS are available 
from the ushers.  

ADDITIONAL PARKING is available in the Ahlberg 
Chapel parking lot, one -half block north of the church 
on Terry Street.  

RESTROOMS are located on the upper level of the 
church, along the hallway leading to the Big Room.  
There are handicap accessible restrooms on the lower 
level near the elevator, and in the Big Room.  

WORSHIP SERVICES AND LIVE STREAMED AND 
RECORDED so that others may enjoy worship remotely. 
Please note that today’s worship service is audio and 
video recorded for online sharing and archival 
purposes.  

We love seeing you in worship!  

 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.  Text 
for the liturgy reprinted from the Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2023.  Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress license #SBL14236.  


