HOMILY FOR WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2026/ LUKE 4: 1 - 13

After some weeks with Gospel readings from John, our reading this evening is from Luke.  Since this is our first reading from Luke in some time, before focusing on the content of our reading, I think it important to say a few things about Luke and his Gospel.  Firstly, Luke was almost certainly a Gentile.  The only Gentile Evangel and almost certainly the only Gentile author in the Christian scripture.  The Gospel of Luke like the Gospel of Matthew has a nativity story while neither Mark nor John, the first and the last of the Gospelers have such a story.  The nativity stories in each Gospel are very different, but that is the basis for another homily at another time.  For now I will mention only one point on which they differ.  In Matthew the story begins with a lineage citing Jesus as a direct descendant of Abraham.  In Luke right before our passage this evening, the lineage is cited all the way back to Adam.  Matthew writing a Gospel for Jews connects Jesus to the father of the Jews.  Luke connects Jesus to the father of all people.  Luke’s emphasis on Jesus as saviour of all people begins in the previous chapter to the lineage in the Song of Simeon or the Nunc Dimittis: …for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for the glory to your people Israel.  Two further points before we look at our passage:  Luke’s Gospel is believed to have been written in the 80’s some ten years after Matthew’s, 15 to 20 years after Mark’s, and 50 years after the crucifixion and resurrection.  Secondly Luke also wrote The Acts of The Apostles as a sequel to the Gospel.  You may remember that the message to all people is reinforced in Acts 10.  Peter in a vision is provided with all manner food that Jews would have pronounced unclean. When Peter is adamant that he cannot eat such food, God says, What God has made clean, you must not call profane.  Immediately after Peter is asked by men sent by Cornelius a Roman Centurion to go to him.  Peter agrees and says to Cornelius on arrival, You yourself know that it is unlawful for Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile, but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean.  In such stories the Gentile church is born.
So let us turn to the Temptations of Christ which is our reading this evening.  First of all let us look at the settings.  There are two: the wilderness and the Temple in Jerusalem.  The wilderness as a setting in the bible is a place for testing, transformation, and encounter with the divine.  Think of Hagar, Moses, Elijah all of whom encountered the divine and were tested and transformed in the wilderness.  The wildness is a place of dependence: Stripped of life-sustaining resources, the wilderness forces individuals to stop relying on human achievements and look solely to God for provision. Difficult wilderness sessions are used by God as a proving ground to build character, resilience, and readiness for future leadership.  Free from the noise and distractions of civilization, the wilderness is where God’s voice becomes clearest. 
On the other hand, the Temple in Jerusalem is the exact opposite of the wilderness.  With God believed to be present in the Holy of Holies, it was the centre of the world.  The devil’s attempt to tempt Jesus in the two locations should be seen as encompassing all the world signifying that the devil and temptation exist everywhere.  The passage after Jesus rebuffs all temptation, When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time signifies that the devil and temptation lurks in all times – in all places, always on the lookout for an opportune time.
Now to the temptations:  the most important aspect of the first temptation is not the demand to turn stones into bread so much as it is the preface to the demand, if you are the Son of God.  How many times have we encountered in scripture and in life the insidious and apparently innocuous sowing of doubt, which is becomes quite poisonous.  In Luke before our reading at the beginning of Chapter 4, Jesus is proclaimed the Son of God by Elizabeth while Jesus is still in utero, by John the Baptist during Jesus’ baptism, by Simeon and by Anna in the temple, and by God himself when the Spirit descended on Jesus: You are my Son, the Beloved, with you, I am well pleased.  But shortly after those affirmations, the devil sows doubt, If you are the Son of God, demonstrating that the sowing of doubt is also ever present.  The three temptations are all about self-indulgence, self aggrandizement, and self-serving religious identity.  The three temptations are all about the self: indulgence, power, and singularity.   Remember the last line which I already read, When the devil had finished every test…. It is clear that there are many other temptations.  
Jesus rebuffs each of the temptations by quoting scripture against the temptation to make bread out of stones: …one does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord (Deuteronomy 8).  Against becoming all powerful by worshiping the devil: worship the Lord your God, and serve only him. (Deuteronomy 6) and against a reckless temptation to demonstrate that he is the Son of God by throwing himself off the Temple: Do not put the Lord your God to the test,….(Deuteronomy 6) The only scriptural quote from the devil is an out of context distortion of verses 11 and 12 of Psalm 91.  Taking scripture out of context and distorting its meaning is an all-too-common diabolical occurrence today and at all times. Think of the millions who have lost their lives as a result of such distortion by Christians against other Christians and by Christians against everyone else all in the name of a perverted interpretation of the Bible usually taking a passage out of context and using it to justify wicked prejudice.  It is a despicable habit known as proof-texting.
Well what is the message to us? It is very like the message we had last week about how people lose their lives both literally and figuratively through obsession with self and all manner of destructive behaviour towards self and towards others.  Last week the message was to see Jesus and serve him.  This week the message is nearly identical: worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.  Easier said than done.  The tempter is omnipresent.  Resistance is hard.  We will never successfully resist without the power of God.  Faith that God is with us is our only defence.  If we have the will, God will give us the strength.  Amen
