EAST FAIRFIELD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Pastor: Kristen Buchs
Organist: Ruth Rowley	Ministers: The Congregation               
Pianist: Nancy Setinsek                                 Choir Director:   Randy Hart

                                Sunday, September 27, 2026
                         Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
                                             
                          *Please stand in body or spirit as you are able

Welcome!   We invite you to take this time to prepare for worship.  In these
moments, quiet your inner voice, become aware of being in community with
others, and open your heart and mind to the leading of the Holy Spirit.

  
  
  GATHERING                      “My Tribute”                                  - Crouch
                                      “I Love to Tell the Story”                        - Fischer

	CHRIST LIGHT ENTERS

	MISSIONS AND MINISTRY UPDATES     David Vollnogle, Liturgist

 
[bookmark: _Hlk134705891]PREPARING OUR HEARTS AND MINDS FOR WORSHIP

	WORDS OF PREPARATION AND CENTERING

	PRELUDE                          “Day By Day”                                  - Ahnfelt
[bookmark: _Hlk134705870]
*CALL TO WORSHIP   
	L:	Give thanks to God, who is good.	
	P:	Whose faithful love lasts forever!
	L:	When we are hungry and thirsty, lost in the wilderness,
	P:	God satisfies our thirst, and fills the hungry with good things.
	L:	God turns deserts into pools of water, and thirsty ground into springs.
	P:	So let us worship God.

*OPENING PRAYER      
  We are called to be people of faith in the midst of the world, and so
  we mix our worship and our work, our faith and our life.  We gather 
  here as people who live in the world and yet, we gather as people 
  who have been called to see the world from a different viewpoint.
  God has called us together. 

  God has called us to be part of a community.  God challenges us 
  to consider questions of priority as we engage with the world.  In 
  this time together, may God open our hearts, minds, and eyes, 
  allowing us to see deeper, helping us to live in the world while still 
  offering a challenge to the ways of the world.  We pray in Jesus’ 
  name.  Amen.
  

*OPENING HYMN      “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”    UMH #64

  SCRIPTURE READING              Isaiah 41:10 (NIV)                    page 587

	CHILDREN’S MOMENT

	SPECIAL MUSIC            “You Raise Me Up”        - Sean MacGillivray

  OFFERING OURSELVES & OUR GIFTS
		  INVITATION
		  OFFERTORY            “Whispering Hope”                      - Hawthorne
		*DOXOLOGY	      UMH #95
		*DEDICATION OF GIFTS


SEEKING GOD’S WORD

	SCRIPTURE READING          Psalm 40:2      (NIV)                                Page 451

	SHARING OF JOYS & CONCERNS
	SILENT PRAYER 
	PASTORAL PRAYER 
	THE LORD’S PRAYER


*HYMN                              “Trust and Obey”                            UMH #467


	SERMON TEXT              Matthew 14:22-33  (NIV)
                    
	SERMON                              “HE Lifts Up”                Pastor Jeff Pellin
  Prayer of Dedication


[bookmark: _Hlk136522039]RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*CLOSING HYMN             “Amazing Grace”                          UMH #378


SENDING FORTH WITH BLESSING
*BLESSING
	LIGHT OF CHRIST GOES INTO THE WORLD
~ Go with joy to serve the Lord ~


As we conclude our service, please join us downstairs for a time to relax, continue conversations, and enjoy coffee and refreshments.




Flowers on the altar are from Dick Sell
in honor of Elaine Sell’s Birthday.

Today, Sunday, Sept. 27
Sound: Bill Rowley    Computer: Vicki Freeman      Livestream: Hannah Roberts


 Next Sunday, October 4:   Jeannie Arnoto, Liturgist

Please keep in mind that the service is live-streamed and
recorded for public access. Please keep prayer requests 
brief and do not use last names or identifying details.

PRAYER REQUESTS                                     SEPTEMBER 27, 2026
To submit a prayer request call Denise at 330-457-2465 or 330-727-9832
If you desire a home or hospital visit call Pastor Kristen (216-559-9893)
Prayer Blankets: call Joyce Ward (330-692-3346)


Andrew & Debbie – have the flu.	
Jeff  -  had a trip to the ER with kidney stones.	
Bill  (Terry McCoy’s cousin)  - passed away.	
Bob & Kathy M. – travel mercies for trip to Australia, New Zealand, etc.	
Angel – diagnosed with prolapsed cerebellum. It’s not cancer.	
Marcia M –  transferred to Austintown Healthcare Center, 	
     650 S. Meridian Road (Room 313), Youngstown OH  44509	

Maralyn Porter – fell and broke wrist in two places. Plates and screws.	
Amy (Jim & JoAnne’s daughter) – continued prayers for healing.	
Dawn C (Joyce Ward) – health issues	
Jon V – hip surgery Sept. 11. Went well. Started therapy.	
Keith K (friend of Sauerwein’s) – had a stroke.	
Mark (Chad Pahanish’s uncle) – had some surgeries. Pray for healing	
Jon E – has been dealing with cancer. Now under hospice care.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

HOMEBOUND 	
[bookmark: _Hlk198813079]   Dolly K.                               Anita M.          	Bob D      (Whispering Pines)	
   Tom & Marie	Linda S.	Zelda C.  (Whispering Pines)	                        
   Marcia M          	Esther C.                  	Bill H.     (Christian House)	
                                                            
IN MINISTRY  	    
[bookmark: _Hlk175744163][bookmark: _Hlk175744199]   Kristen Buchs	              Edie Boles                    Jeff Pellin	

Church:	330-457-2465        	      Pastor Kristen: 216-559-9893
Ch Email:efumc@comcast.net	      Email: pastorkristen0712@gmail.com
Web: www.eastfairfieldumc.com                CCLI #1994841    CVLI #504 011 134
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Pastor Kristen Buchs
216-559-9893
45675 State Route 558
New Waterford, OH 44445

“Working, playing, and praying together on our
faith journey, to share Jesus Christ with everyone.”





	Sun
	Mon
	   Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	Sept. 27

  9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School

  5:00 Potluck Fellowship at Emmanuel UM


	 Sept. 28
  
  12:00 
  Joy Circle
  Lunch

  1:30-4:00
      Prayer
      Blankets


  6:00 Cub 
  Scouts
	Sept. 29

  8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee

	Sept. 30


7:00 Choir
    Practice
	Oct. 1
	Oct. 2

Pastor’s 
Day Off
Office Closed
	Oct. 3
4:00-6
Fairfield
Ruritans
chicken BBQ

Volunteers work at church booth at Rogers Sale.. prior
to Emerson Day concert

	Oct. 4
WORLD COMMUNION

  9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School

2:00 Maze Craze 


	 Oct. 5

  1:30-4:00
      Prayer
      Blankets


  6:00 Cub 
  Scouts

  

	Oct. 6

  8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee

	Oct. 7

6:00 Mt. Zion
Comforting
Cards

7:00 Choir
    Practice
	Oct. 8

	Oct. 9
Pastor’s 
Day Off
Office Closed

9:00 – 5:00
Rummage Sale at Trinity UMC
	Oct. 10
9:00 – 10:30
Donuts & Decisions healthcare advance directive at E. Fairfield

9:00 – 2:00
Rummage Sale at Trinity

6:00 Weiner Roast at Mt. Zion

	Oct. 11

  9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School

	 Oct. 12

  1:30-4:00
      Prayer
      Blankets

  4:00-6:00
 Quilting at
 Elkton UM

  6:00 Cub 
  Scouts
	Oct. 13

  8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee
Ladies’ Day
	Oct. 14

7:00 Choir
        Practice

7:00 Scripture
& Suds at
VINYARDS at
Pine lake
	Oct. 15

	Oct. 16
Pastor’s 
Day Off
Office Closed

	Oct. 17


	Oct. 18
Laity Sunday

  9:30 Worship

10:30 Coffee 

10:45 Sunday            
          School
	 Oct. 19
  1:30-4:00
      Prayer
      Blankets

  6:00 Cub 
  Scouts

  7:00  
  Leadership
Board

	Oct. 20

  8:00 Men’s   
  Coffee

	Oct. 21

7:00 Choir
        Practice

	Oct. 22
7:00 Scripture &
Suds at Sundog Cider
House at Firestone
Farms
	Oct. 23
Pastor’s 
Day Off
Office Closed

	Oct. 24

8:30-10:00
Caring for
God’s Lambs
at Trinity




FAIRFIELD RURITANS CHICKEN BBQ – CARRYOUT ONLY
Saturday, October 3  ~   4:00-6:00 PM
at Grace Church in Columbiana
Presale:  $12     At the Door:  $13
(See Bill Crook for tickets)


MISSION OF THE MONTH

World Communion Sunday  –  Fund # 16

Money raised for World Communion Sunday, helps provide scholarships for racial and ethnic minority students in the US, and students worldwide. 
[image: ]
4C’s FOOD ITEM ~ QUICK OATS




	Update on Mission Giving for 2026

	FUND
	NAME OF FUND
	NEED
	RECEIVED
	STILL NEED

	  2
	General Mission Fund
	5,099
	6,432
	0

	33
	4C’s
	125
	1,175
	0

	32
	Cub Scouts
	150
	635
	0

	37
	Way Station
	150
	160
	0

	22
	Flat Rock
	175
	265
	0

	64

	Farmer to Farmer – Liberia
	300
	360
	0

	13
	UMCOR Sunday
	Any
Donation
	75
	

	21
	UMCOR – U.S. Disasters 
	Any
Donation
	30
	

	14
	Blanket Sunday
	Any
Donation
	65
	

	15
	Peace With Justice
	Any
Donation
	0
	

	16
	World Communion
	Any
Donation
	20
	

	17
	Student Day
	Any
Donation
	75
	

	46
	Heroes & Halos
	Any
Donation
	100
	

	63
	InStep Program
	Any
Donation
	40
	

	38
	Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
	
	118   plus     90
	




Fund Balances as of end of AUGUST
	     Fund #  1  		Ministry Operating     -  9,555
   	     Fund #  2  		Mission Fund                4,670
 	     Fund #  3   		Building Fund             38,998
   	     Fund # 28  		Elevator Fund              8,249

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE  (SEPT. 20)
In-Person: 55        Online: 36 
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