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Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 

How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 
 

How to sing hymns in harmony 
To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If 

you’d like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can 

open the red books in the pews (called ELWs).  
 

We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited 

to receive Holy Communion.  
 

How to financially support us 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 

A note on Communion Wafers 
To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerance to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of 

gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

 

  

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship 

 

An Introduction to the day 
Jesus tells of two sons who say one thing and do another, and the surprise is who actually enters 

the kingdom. In Ezekiel, the people insist God’s ways are unfair, while God keeps offering 

repentance and new life anyway. Paul points us to Christ’s humility as the pattern—putting others’ 

interests ahead of our own. Fed at this table with broken bread and a shared cup, you are sent out 

to offer your own life for the sake of a needy world. 
 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. 

 
 

*Confession and forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

P Compassionate God, A: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in 

the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and 
bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to 
you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your 
holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn “Gather Us In” (ELW 532) 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  A: And also with you.  
 

*Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your 

grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the 

way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  A: Amen. 
 

Word 
First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
After Babylon sacked Jerusalem, destroyed the temple, and took the king and the leaders of Israel into 

exile, they also put Zedekiah, a puppet, on the throne. Having promised to be a faithful tool of Babylon, 

and doubting God’s promise through Jeremiah and Ezekiel to return the exiles, Zedekiah secretly 

conspired with Egypt to rebel against Babylon. Ezekiel condemned this betrayal, and promised that 

God would not stand in the way of retribution. But he also promised that the betrayal would not delay 

the next generation’s miraculous return from exile – they would not have to pay for their parents’ 

treachery. 
 

1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb 

concerning the land of Israel, "The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children's 

teeth are set on edge"? 3 As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used 

by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of 

the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.   25 Yet you say, "The way of 

the Lord is unfair." Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that 

are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit 

iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. 27 

Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do 

what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28 Because they considered and turned 

away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they 

shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, "The way of the Lord is unfair." O house of 

Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?   30 Therefore I will judge 

you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and 

turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31 Cast away from 

you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a 

new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure 

in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 25:1-9   sung to Nun Danket All (ELW 847) 
This psalm is the urgent, yet confident, prayer of people who, like Ezekiel, know that they are in 

need of God’s reliable faithfulness. 

1 As unto You I lift my soul, O Lord, I trust in Thee; 

2 But let me not be put to shame, nor foes gloat over me. 
 

3 Certain it is that none are shamed whose hope is in Your name; 

Deeds of those who are treacherous shall all be put to shame. 
 

4 Ever I want to know Your ways; teach me Your paths, O Lord. 

5 For You I wait the whole day long—You are my Savior God. 
 

5/6 Guide me and teach me in Your truth; recall Your mercy, Lord— 

6 How from of old Your steadfast love has been my sole reward. 
 

7 I know transgressions of my youth are ever known to Thee; 

Judge not my sins; recall them not; in love, remember me. 
 

8 Kind, good, and upright is the Lord; He teaches those astray; 

9 Leading the humble in what’s right, and teaching them His way. 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 

We continue to read through Paul’s letter to the Philippians. Paul is writing from prison to a community 

he loves, but which is under some form of persecution. Both his suffering and theirs might seem to deny 

that they are beloved by God. However, Paul has already argued that his imprisonment has borne fruit 

for the gospel, and that they are honored by being able to imitate Christ in willing, humble suffering. 
 

1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the 

Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, 

having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish 

ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let 

each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same 

mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be grasped, 

 7 but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  assuming human likeness. 

 And being found in appearance as a human, 

  8 he humbled himself 
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  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every other name, 

 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11 and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence 

but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, 
13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good 

pleasure. 

L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 

 
My sheep hear my voice, | says the Lord;*  

                I know them and they | follow me. 
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*Gospel Reading: Matthew 21:23-32 
For the last several weeks we have heard Jesus’ teaching about forgiveness as he wends his way to 

Jerusalem for the last time. Chapter 21 begins with the Triumphal Entry and the cleansing of the temple 

(which we hear about at other times of the year). The chief priests and elders are troubled by both by 

the crowd’s acclamation of Jesus as the “Son of David” – that is, a new king of Israel – and by Jesus’ own 

direct action against the money-changers. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter. A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 

to him as he was teaching and said, "By what authority are you doing these things, and 

who gave you this authority?" 24 Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if 

you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did 

the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?" And they argued 

with one another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why, then, did you not 

believe him?' 26 But if we say, 'Of human origin,' we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard 

John as a prophet." 27 So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to them, 

"Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.   28 "What do you think? 

A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard 

today.' 29 He answered, 'I will not,' but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The father 

went to the second and said the same, and he answered, 'I go, sir,' but he did not go. 31 

Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, 

"Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God 

ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not 

believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you 

saw it you did not change your minds and believe him." 

         P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Sermon 
 

*HYMN of the Day: “God Is Here!” (ELW 526) 
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*Invitation to Baptism 
 

*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
. 

*Prayers of Intercession 
 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that 

God hears us, responding to each petition with the words “Your mercy is great.” 

A brief silence. 

Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen to the 

cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to name difficult 

truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is great. 
 

You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world 

through sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us, O God: A: Your 

mercy is great. 
 

Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to use 

their authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of humility. Hear us, 

O God: A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts with 

your forgiveness. Help all those in need (especially). Grant us your salvation. Hear us, O 

God: A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us to courageous 

learning and service in our community, especially in new or challenging places. Hear us, 

O God:  A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Guide congregations who do not currently have a pastor or are in leadership transition. 

Abide with them so that they can keep proclaiming your word. We especially pray for the 

churches in the Nittany conference exploring shared ministers and Pine Grove 

Presbyterian. Hear us, O God:  A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

 

Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at rest, 

among them Ruth Showers. As we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give 

thanks. Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is great. 
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Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else 

you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
 

 

 
Meal 

Offering 
 
 

Musical Offering 
 

*Offertory “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” (ELW 678) vs. 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 

blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, 

and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.   
A: Amen. 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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* DIALOGUE 

 

 

 
 

*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 

to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus  
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: Holy God, 

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners 

and to become food for the world. 
 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

We proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 

and his rising from the grave, 

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  A: Amen. 

 
*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
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Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

 

*Lamb of God  

 

 
 

 
Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.   
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Communion: “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” (ELW 588) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body, 

mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life. A: Amen. 
 



*Post-Communion Canticle – Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord) 

 

 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us 

living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose 

name we pray.   
A: Amen. 
 

 

Sending 
*Sending of communion 
P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord.    A: Amen. 
 

 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  

 

*Charge to the People 
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*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 

 
*Sending hymn: “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” (ELW 551) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
*Dismissal  
L: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
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Reflections for After Worship 
An Invitation to Grace 

It is so easy and so tempting to build ourselves up at the expense of others. “I can’t 

imagine ever doing that.” “How can people live like that?” “Who would do such a thing?” 

At some point we all think or say these sorts of things. Like it or not, we use these words 

to comfort ourselves at the expense of others. 
 

But all people stand in need of God’s grace. Each of this day’s readings shows us this 

reality. In the parable of the two sons, Jesus invites us to choose between two sons when 

neither fully does the will of their father. Here Jesus makes the point that we are all 

equally in need of God’s grace. Ezekiel proclaims God’s invitation, “Turn, then, and live” 

(Ezek. 18:32). This is an invitation that extends to all people from a God deeply desiring a 

loving and life-giving relationship with humanity. 
 

In Philippians, we are reminded of Jesus’ act of grace on the cross, emptying himself, 

becoming sin so that all creation might be redeemed through him. In response, we 

discover a vision of the day in which all creation speaks with a unified voice, declaring 

that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 

This is a day of confession and forgiveness. We confess our need for God, our distance 

from God, and our failures before God. In response, to our joy, we discover again the 

grace of God outpoured. All humans are in need of God’s grace; God extends grace to 

all, and one day we will confess that salvation as one people. All of today’s readings 

reveal the way in which all humans are equal in the eyes of God. 
 

Comments from the Cloud of Witnesses 
It may be that you say to yourself, God has promised me forgiveness, whenever I reform; 

so I am safe. Tomorrow, when I amend my life, God will pardon me my sins. You are 

right; what you say is true. That God has promised you pardon when you amend your 

life, I cannot deny. But tell me, I pray: who has promised you tomorrow? Where you read 

that you will receive forgiveness, read for me also how much longer you have to live! Ah, 

it is not there, you say. Therefore you do not know how long more you have to live. Then 

reform your life, and be always prepared.  

—Augustine  [in The Sunday Sermons of the Great Fathers, III, 102.] 



19 
 

Upcoming Commemorations 
September 27: Ruth Showers, † 2011 

 
September 29: Michael and All Angels 
Michael the archangel, captain of the heavenly hosts, is remembered on this day 

along with the other angels and archangels. The word “angel” means messenger, 

and in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, these beings have a fully spiritual nature 

and no physical body. 

 
September 30: Jerome, translator, teacher, † 420 
Jerome was a biblical scholar and translator, but rather than translating the 

original Hebrew and Greek scriptures into classical Latin, he worked in the 

commonly-spoken Latin of the day, creating a version called the Vulgate. 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader………………………………………………………………………………………………………Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

Assisting Minister……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Art Reede 

Musicians…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Jacob Heller 

Sacristan………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Delorse Homan 

Reader…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Ann Reede 

 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Conestoga-Susquehannock people, where 

we gather. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings 

who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home. 

Find out more about the Conestoga-Susquehannock at www.conestogasusquehannocktribe.com  
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