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WELCOME TO SAINT PAUL!
We are happy to have you here!

HOW TO KNOW WHEN TO STAND, SIT, OR SPEAK

Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able.
You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do
not wish to stand, that is okay. You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type.

HOW TO SING HYMNS IN HARMONY

To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If
you'd like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can
open the red books in the pews (called ELWSs).

WE ARE AN OPEN COMMUNION CONGREGATION

This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited
to receive Holy Communion.

HOW TO FINANCIALLY SUPPORT US

?'@ Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran
"!p".; ;‘f"p"" Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside
h-.:‘ﬁ‘. door to Pastor Paul's office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex
near the entrance of the sanctuary.

A NOTE ON COMMUNION WAFERS

To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it
possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerance to be able to
eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads
and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of
gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much
gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain
15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten
free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results.

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.



http://stpaulpgm.org/give

GATHERING

The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

Jesus tells of two sons who say one thing and do another, and the surprise is who actually enters
the kingdom. In Ezekiel, the people insist God's ways are unfair, while God keeps offering
repentance and new life anyway. Paul points us to Christ's humility as the pattern—putting others’
interests ahead of our own. Fed at this table with broken bread and a shared cup, you are sent out
to offer your own life for the sake of a needy world.

PRELUDE — out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin, in the presence of God and of one another.

P Compassionate God, A: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in
the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and
bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to
you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your
holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN “Gather Us In” (ELW 532)
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call us a-new to be salt for the -ecarth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low - ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. A: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the
way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: EZEKIEL 18:1-4, 25-32

After Babylon sacked Jerusalem, destroyed the temple, and took the king and the leaders of Israel into
exile, they also put Zedekiah, a puppet, on the throne. Having promised to be a faithful tool of Babylon,
and doubting God's promise through Jeremiah and Ezekiel to return the exiles, Zedekiah secretly
conspired with Egypt to rebel against Babylon. Ezekiel condemned this betrayal, and promised that
God would not stand in the way of retribution. But he also promised that the betrayal would not delay
the next generation’s miraculous return from exile - they would not have to pay for their parents’
treachery.
"The word of the LORD came to me: > What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, "The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children's
teeth are set on edge"? 3As | live, says the Lord Gob, this proverb shall no more be used
by you in Israel. “Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of
the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die. ?°Yet you say, "The way of
the Lord is unfair." Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that
are unfair? 2 When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit
iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. #’
Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do
what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. ?® Because they considered and turned
away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they
shall not die. #° Yet the house of Israel says, "The way of the Lord is unfair." O house of
Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? *°Therefore | will judge
you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and
turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. *' Cast away from
you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a
new heart and a new spiritl Why will you die, O house of Israel? 3 For | have no pleasure
in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.
L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 25:1-9 sung to Nun Danket All (ELW 847)

This psalm is the urgent, yet confident, prayer of people who, like Ezekiel, know that they are in
need of God’s reliable faithfulness.

1 As unto You | lift my soul, O Lord, | trust in Thee;

2 But let me not be put to shame, nor foes gloat over me.

3 Certain itis that none are shamed whose hope is in Your name;
Deeds of those who are treacherous shall all be put to shame.

4 Ever I want to know Your ways; teach me Your paths, O Lord.
For You | wait the whole day long—You are my Savior God.

ul

5/6 Guide me and teach me in Your truth; recall Your mercy, Lord—
6  How from of old Your steadfast love has been my sole reward.

7 | know transgressions of my youth are ever known to Thee;
Judge not my sins; recall them not; in love, remember me.

8 Kind, good, and upright is the Lord; He teaches those astray;
9 Leading the humble in what's right, and teaching them His way.

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13

We continue to read through Paul’s letter to the Philippians. Paul is writing from prison to a community
he loves, but which is under some form of persecution. Both his suffering and theirs might seem to deny
that they are beloved by God. However, Paul has already argued that his imprisonment has borne fruit
for the gospel, and that they are honored by being able to imitate Christ in willing, humble suffering.
'If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the
Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind,
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. * Do nothing from selfish
ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. “ Let
each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. ° Let the same
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
®who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
®he humbled himself



and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
?Therefore God exalted him even more highly
and gave him the name
that is above every other name,
950 that at the name given to Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
""and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
'?Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence
but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling,
3for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good

pleasure.
L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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| know them and they | follow me.



*GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 21:23-32

For the last several weeks we have heard Jesus’ teaching about forgiveness as he wends his way to
Jerusalem for the last time. Chapter 21 begins with the Triumphal Entry and the cleansing of the temple
(which we hear about at other times of the year). The chief priests and elders are troubled by both by
the crowd’s acclamation of Jesus as the “Son of David” - that is, a new king of Israel - and by Jesus’ own
direct action against the money-changers.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter. A: Glory to you, O Lord.

“3When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came
to him as he was teaching and said, "By what authority are you doing these things, and
who gave you this authority?" **Jesus said to them, "l will also ask you one question; if
you tell me the answer, then | will also tell you by what authority | do these things. * Did
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?" And they argued
with one another, "If we say, 'From heaven," he will say to us, 'Why, then, did you not
believe him?' 2° But if we say, 'Of human origin,' we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard
John as a prophet." #’ So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to them,
"Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things. ?®"What do you think?
A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard
today.' ° He answered, 'l will not,' but later he changed his mind and went. ** The father
went to the second and said the same, and he answered, 'l go, sir,' but he did not go. *'
Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them,
"Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God
ahead of you. * For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you
saw it you did not change your minds and believe him."

P: The gospel of the Lord. A: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY: “God Is Here!” (ELW/ 526)
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991

Text © 1979 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*INVITATION TO BAPTISM

*APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,



he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reminded of God's gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that
God hears us, responding to each petition with the words “Your mercy is great.”

A brief silence.
Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen to the
cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to name difficult
truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is great.

You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world
through sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us, O God: A: Your
mercy is great.

Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to use
their authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of humility. Hear us,
O God: A: Your mercy is great.

Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts with
your forgiveness. Help all those in need (especially). Grant us your salvation. Hear us, O
God: A: Your mercy is great.

Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us to courageous
learning and service in our community, especially in new or challenging places. Hear us,
O God: A: Your mercy is great.

Guide congregations who do not currently have a pastor or are in leadership transition.
Abide with them so that they can keep proclaiming your word. We especially pray for the
churches in the Nittany conference exploring shared ministers and Pine Grove
Presbyterian. Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work and are at rest,
among them Ruth Showers. As we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give
thanks. Hear us, O God: A: Your mercy is great.
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Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus' name. A: Amen.

*PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. A: And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING
*OFFERTORY “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” (ELW 678) vs. 3
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Text: Robert L. Edwards, 1915-2006

Music: RUSTINGTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918

Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 1L 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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*OFFERING PRAYER

L: Let us pray: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. Al
blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities,

and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.
A: Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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* DIALOGUE
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It is ight to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*SANCTUS

) — 7 1 } 7 - f n
A T — ] v — i'\/ —=
5 ! a } 2 =
Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho -ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
0 N . .
A k——D e i e
I
e y—¢ » i
heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho - san-na in the
n L I -
F ] —h—— ——— | -
| "’I. ¥ | | I | ""
5— ,
high - est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
0] y . s su—
)" A 1 1 1 _F { i ! I 1 | | 1 _F
:%&@j—r— — = T i —— — —
san-na in the high-est. Ho - san - na in the high - est.



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P: Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was handed over,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

We proclaim the mystery of our faith:
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore,

his life given for us

and his rising from the grave,

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever. A: Amen.

“LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those

who sin against us.
Lead us not into time of trial,
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
forever and ever. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

*LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION

P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you. A: Amen.
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COMMUNION: “There’s a Wideness in God's Mercy” (ELW 588)
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I There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - ¢y, like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 'Tis  not all we owe to Je - sus; it is  some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in  God’sjus - tice which is  more than lib - er - Ly
there i1s mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is  heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
greal - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg - er mer-cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’'n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;
But we make this love too nar - row by false lim-its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv'n.
there is room for fresh cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-ni - fy its  strict-ness with a  zeal God will not own.
and our lives will  be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W, Faber, 1814-1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body,

mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life. A: Amen.
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*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE - Nunc Dimittis (Now, Lord)
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

L: Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us
living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose

name we pray.
A: Amen.

SENDING

*SENDING OF COMMUNION

P: Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother's tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the
comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. A: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

You may be seated.

*CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE



*BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord'’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, +

and the Holy Spirit. A: Amen.

*SENDING HYMN: “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” (ELW 557)
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1 The Spir-it sends us forth to  serve; we go in
2 We go to com - fort those who mourn and set the
3 We go to be the hands of Christ, to scat - ter
4 Then let us go to serve in peace, the gos - pel
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bur - dened free; where hope is dim, to
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to the poor, God’s fa - vor to pro - claim.
share a  dream and help the blind to see.
cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we g0 in Je - sus’  name.

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939
Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*DISMISSAL

L: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
A: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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REFLECTIONS FOR AFTER WORSHIP
An Invitation to Grace
It is so easy and so tempting to build ourselves up at the expense of others. "l can't
imagine ever doing that.” “How can people live like that?” “Who would do such a thing?”
At some point we all think or say these sorts of things. Like it or not, we use these words
to comfort ourselves at the expense of others.

But all people stand in need of God's grace. Each of this day's readings shows us this
reality. In the parable of the two sons, Jesus invites us to choose between two sons when
neither fully does the will of their father. Here Jesus makes the point that we are all
equally in need of God's grace. Ezekiel proclaims God's invitation, “Turn, then, and live”
(Ezek. 18:32). This is an invitation that extends to all people from a God deeply desiring a
loving and life-giving relationship with humanity.

In Philippians, we are reminded of Jesus’ act of grace on the cross, emptying himself,
becoming sin so that all creation might be redeemed through him. In response, we
discover a vision of the day in which all creation speaks with a unified voice, declaring
that Jesus Christ is Lord.

This is a day of confession and forgiveness. We confess our need for God, our distance
from God, and our failures before God. In response, to our joy, we discover again the
grace of God outpoured. All humans are in need of God's grace; God extends grace to
all, and one day we will confess that salvation as one people. All of today's readings
reveal the way in which all humans are equal in the eyes of God.

COMMENTS FROM THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES

It may be that you say to yourself, God has promised me forgiveness, whenever | reform;
so | am safe. Tomorrow, when | amend my life, God will pardon me my sins. You are
right; what you say is true. That God has promised you pardon when you amend your
life, I cannot deny. But tell me, | pray: who has promised you tomorrow? Where you read
that you will receive forgiveness, read for me also how much longer you have to livel Ah,
it is not there, you say. Therefore you do not know how long more you have to live. Then
reform your life, and be always prepared.

—Augustine [in The Sunday Sermons of the Great Fathers, Ill, 102.]
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS
SEPTEMBER 27: RUTH SHOWERS, 1 2011

SEPTEMBER 29: MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS

Michael the archangel, captain of the heavenly hosts, is remembered on this day
along with the other angels and archangels. The word “angel” means messenger,
and in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, these beings have a fully spiritual nature
and no physical body.

SEPTEMBER 30: JEROME, TRANSLATOR, TEACHER, T 420

Jerome was a biblical scholar and translator, but rather than translating the
original Hebrew and Greek scriptures into classical Latin, he worked in the
commonly-spoken Latin of the day, creating a version called the Vulgate.
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ABOUT ST. PAUL
PURPOSE
We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love.

MISSION
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,
and serve community.

CORE VALUES
Faith ® Compassion ® Generosity ® Community

OUR BIBLE VERSES

As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.
[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before the nations.'- Acts 9:3,15

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Conestoga-Susquehannock people, where
we gather. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings
who have and continue to care for this place - this land - and call it their home.

Find out more about the Conestoga-Susquehannock at www.conestogasusgquehannocktribe.com
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