
Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost - September 27, 2026 

Connecting people to people • people to faith • faith to life 
69 Mill Street • Athens, OH •  (740) 593-3144 

info@clcathens.org • www.clchathens.org 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. 
In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers 
repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the 
interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our 
lives for the sake of our needy world. 
 

 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Pastor Chad Huebner; Organist: Bekah Davenport; Choir 
Director: Christian Yoder; Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Asst/Lector: Bob Alexander; Livestream: 
Sam Hanson; Upstairs Greeter: Mark Sunderman; Downstairs Greeter: Rod Sauer; Ushers: Nick 
Claussen, Dan Snoddy; Time with Children: Chad Huebner; Acolyte: Aretha; Tray Server: Chris 
Snoddy 
 
WELCOME​ ​ (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell, 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 



 

PRELUDE​ ​  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG ​ ​ ​ God Is Here! (ELW 526) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome 
them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
A reading from Ezekiel. 
1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning 
the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Know 
that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the 
person who sins who shall die.​
  25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? 
Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away from their righteousness 
and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall 
die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do 
what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28 Because they considered and turned away 
from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 
29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways 
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?​
  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 
Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 
31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9 
 1 To | you, O LORD,​
  I lift | up my soul.​
 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,​
  nor let my enemies triumph over me.​
 3 Let none who look to you be put to shame;​
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.​
 4 Show me your ways, O LORD,​
  and teach me your paths. ​
 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me,​
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.​
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 6 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,​
  for they are from everlasting.​
 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;​
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.​
 8 You are gracious and upright, O LORD;​
  therefore you teach sinners in your way.​
 9 You lead the lowly in justice​
  and teach the lowly your way.  
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13 
A reading from Philippians. 
1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, 
any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to 
your own interests but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus,​
 6 who, though he existed in the form of God,​
  did not regard equality with God​
  as something to be grasped,​
 7 but emptied himself,​
  taking the form of a slave,​
  assuming human likeness.​
 And being found in appearance as a human,​
  8 he humbled himself​
  and became obedient to the point of death—​
  even death on a cross.​
​
 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly​
  and gave him the name​
  that is above every other name,​
 10 so that at the name given to Jesus​
  every knee should bend,​
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth,​
 11 and every tongue should confess​
  that Jesus Christ is Lord,​
  to the glory of God the Father.​
​
  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but 
much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is 
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him 
as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 
this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, 
then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come 
from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human 
origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things.​
​
  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work 
in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The 
father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 
31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I 
tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your 
minds and believe him.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY​ Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways (ELW 772) 
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CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs. 
 
Dear God, thank you for this opportunity to worship together today, and for this time with one 
another. As we begin the Fall season and enjoy the cooler temperatures and the amazing colors 
of your creation, we are grateful for the world around us, and we are each called to do our part 
to care for it. We also thank you for the many blessings in our lives, and we ask you to be with 
us this week as we strive to share our blessings and your love with those we meet every day. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Love, the world faces numerous problems that we see in the news every day, and we 
each face our own personal challenges, too.  It’s easy to focus on how we are affected and what 
we should do, but each of us should remember the words of the second lesson today: “Let each 
of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus.” Please help us each to look to the interests of others, and to reach 
out to anyone who may be feeling alone or troubled this week and help them to know that they 
are loved. And while the world often feels difficult and divided, help us to remember that we 
are all Your children because You made us in Your image. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Peace, so many people live in danger and in fear in our world. Please be with everyone 
whose lives are filled with danger of any sort. We ask you to help our leaders around the world 
to work for peace instead of conflict. Please protect those who serve in the military, comfort 
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military families, and bless our veterans. Please also bless those who are impacted by war and 
violence, so they may be safe and they can live in peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Compassion, we ask you to comfort those experiencing grief and loss and to relieve 
those who are suffering. Please also bring strength to those who are hospitalized, confined to 
homes, or undergoing tests. We pray for healing for anyone who is ill in mind, body, or spirit. 
Restore to wholeness those who are struggling with addictions. Bless our shut-ins and help us to 
bring them joy. Please hear us now as we ask for blessings for those we name aloud or in our 
hearts…….. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Comfort, be with those to whom death draws near and those who have lost loved ones. 
Bring peace and comfort to all who mourn, knowing with the conviction of our faith that 
because you so loved the world that you gave your Chosen Son, who died and rose again, we 
too will have eternal life.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE​ ​ The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give​  
There you will also find instructions on how to text to give or download our church app! 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING​  "If You Love Me, Keep My Commandments"​​ CLC Choir 
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OFFERTORY​ ​ ​ As the Grains of Wheat 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
PROPER PREFACE  
It is our duty and delight that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to you, 
O God, through Jesus Christ who calls us to follow his way of humble service and love and so 
with the church on earth, all creation and the host of heaven we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
COMMUNION 
(Whatever the state of your faith today, ALL are invited to the Lord’s table. No Exceptions. 
To receive communion, come forward at the ushers' direction and take a place at the altar rail. 
You may stand or kneel as you wish.  You will first receive the bread, then you may choose 
either red wine or white grape juice in a small glass, or sip wine from the chalice. If you choose 
a small glass, you will place it in the empty tray carried by the acolyte. After receiving the bread 
and wine, you will return to your seat.) 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG ​ The Lord Now Sends Us Forth: Enviado soy de Dios (ELW 538) 
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DISMISSAL​
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!​
Thanks be to God.​ ​  
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