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Report from the Life and Mission Agency regarding ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE                                                                                                       
Artificial Intelligence and the Need for an Ethical Framework Artificial intelligence, or AI, has exploded into society with growing implications for almost every sector, including the church. Generative AI can produce (either on its own or by utilizing other AI programs) text, images, video, coding, etc. AI is being developed and deployed so rapidly it challenges our ability to consider future implications of AI and to develop important, meaningful ethical guidelines regarding AI. Any use of AI, even if seemingly helpful or benign, has ethical dimensions that should not be overlooked. 
· AI companies face a growing number of legal challenges stemming from copyright infringement, privacy concerns, and environmental impact. 
· Companies also face legal challenges stemming from bias and discrimination and from contributing to mental health crises. 
· The growing number of human workers who do data labelling or annotation are essential for AI training but can be underpaid or work in unsafe conditions. To develop AI safety protocols, workers can also be exposed to extreme content on a regular basis without adequate training, support or compensation for traumatic work. 
· Additionally, AI data centres house the infrastructure needed to run, train, and analyze the staggering amounts of data needed for AI systems, and those datacenters consume vast quantities of power and water. The Government of Canada’s commitments to building AI data centres in Canada raise questions about whether these plans align with urgently needed responses to the climate crisis and environmental degradation. 
· Further questions arise when we think about the impact that AI has, and will have, on the development of critical research skills, critical thinking, and sound judgement in current and future generations. 
Living Faith, a statement of Christian belief and a church subordinate standard reminds us: “We are not owners but stewards of God’s good earth. Concerned with the well-being of all of life we welcome the truths and insights of all human skill and science about the world and the universe” (Living Faith 2.4.1). Living Faith thus outlines an approach that welcomes scientific and technological development but with guardrails that also define stewardship: “stewardship calls us to explore ways of love and justice in respecting God’s creation and in seeking its responsible use for the common good” (Living Faith 2.4.2). What does this mean for the church today? 
Navigating Ethical Questions 
An ethical framework for AI can help to bring greater clarity to the scope and complexity of ethical implications of artificial intelligence and its use for the common good. The Faith and Life Sciences Reference Group of the Canadian Council of Churches, of which The Presbyterian Church in Canada is a member, has spent time studying some of the implications of artificial intelligence. It supports the “Rome Call for AI Ethics” as a robust framework for considering the ethical implications of AI and its use. The Rome Call articles were finalized at a conference hosted by the Vatican in 2020 which included participation from faith groups, industry, governments, and academic institutions. The Rome Call identifies a need for ethical guidelines affecting education, ethics, and rights, and has six principles: 
· Transparency: AI systems must be understandable to all.
· Inclusion: AI systems must not discriminate against anyone because every human being has equal dignity. 
· Accountability: there must always be someone who takes responsibility for what a machine does.
· Impartiality: AI systems must not follow or create biases. 
· Reliability: AI must be reliable. 
· Security and Privacy (AI systems must be secure and respect the privacy of users). 

Taken together, these principles provide a framework that can help with guidelines for those who are working to develop AI – and for people who are using AI, to discern whether the AI they are using is functioning ethically. The Rome Call articles do not predetermine an answer to any particular moral dilemma but the values they articulate are a good framework to help the church consider critical ethical questions about AI and its use. 
Formally endorsing the Rome Call in its entirety is a lengthy and substantive process but one can endorse the six principles of the call without going through the formal process. As AI is increasingly used across our society, including in church life and ministry, it is important for the church to have frameworks to draw on in discerning how to respond to the systems being developed and deployed. 

Recommendation LMA-006: That The Presbyterian Church in Canada endorse the six principles of the Rome Call for AI Ethics. 
Amendment N. Colletti moved, duly seconded, that the words “in addition to a clear position on creation care in respect to AI, while recognizing that no current artificial intelligence systems fulfill these six principles” be added to the end of the recommendation. Adopted. 
Recommendation LMA-006 as amended, was adopted as follows: That the Presbyterian Church in Canada endorse the six principles of the Rome Call for AI Ethics, in addition to a clear position on creation care in respect to AI, while recognizing that no current artificial intelligence systems fulfill these six principles. 
Additional Motion LMA-AD1 E. Thompson moved, duly seconded, that the Life and Mission Agency, through Justice Ministries, review the policies of AI use and its potential impact on the ministries of The Presbyterian Church in Canada in light of how AI continues to evolve and change and to report back to the General Assembly in 2027. Adopted. 
Addition Motion LMA-AD2 S. Kerr moved, duly seconded, that the Assembly direct the Life and Mission Agency, in cooperation with the Committee on Church Doctrine and in consultation with knowledgeable experts, to create an interactive study guide on conversation between the scriptures and AI ethics with the goal of empowering members of the church to engage in timely informed action in their communities and to share these resources as soon as they become available. Adopted.


