
6._____________________________________________________

Don’t repay evil for evil.  Don’t retaliate with insults when people insult you.  Instead, pay them back with a blessing.  That is what God has called you to do, and he will grant you his blessing. (1 Peter 3:9, NLT)

Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.
                                                                                 (Colossians 3:13, TLB)

Love…keeps no record of wrongs.  (1 Corinthians 13:5, NIV)
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7._____________________________________________________

For the Scriptures say, “If you want to enjoy life and see many happy days, keep your tongue from speaking evil, and your lips from telling lies.”
                                                                                                       (1 Peter 3:10, NLT)

…out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks… (Matthew 12:34, NIV)
                                                                                                    
Thoughtless words can wound as deeply as any sword, but wisely spoken words can heal.  (Proverbs 12:18)

1  ---  3  ---  5  ---  7  ---  9
                                  


8.________________________ and _________________________

“Turn away from evil and do good.  Search for peace, and work to maintain it. The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right, and his ears are open to their prayers.  But the Lord turns his face against those who do evil.”  
                                                                                        (1 Peter 3:11-12, NLT)

1  ---  3  ---  5  ---  7  ---  9
                         



Christianity without discipleship is always
Christianity without Christ.
(Dietrich Bonhoeffer)








Welcome to Focus Church—a Christ-centered community learning to follow Jesus with purpose and passion.  Our mission is to know Christ and make Him known – to follow Jesus fully through biblical teaching, authentic relationships, joyful worship, and compassionate service. Wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here.

Guests:  Please complete a “Connect Card” and pick up a blue gift bag as our “thank you” for being with us today.
 
Sunday, September 20
9am – Adult Sunday School Class
10am – Worship Celebration

Church Office & Mailing Address
10475 Crosspoint Blvd Ste 250
Indianapolis, IN 46256-3387
317-813-5996   https://www.myfocuschurch.com/

Would you like to experience and enjoy peace with God and share His peace with others? Go to peacewithgod.net to learn more.



TODAY’S MESSAGE, SEPTEMBER 20, 2026
SERIES: A Living Hope
“Experiencing Hope Beyond Immaturity”
Brian Boone, Lead Pastor


The possibility of transformation is the essence of hope.
(John Ortberg, The Life You’ve Always Wanted)


T__________________ vs. T__________________ to be like Jesus


Finally, all of you should be…
(1 Peter 3:8, NLT)


1._____________________________________________________

…of one mind. (1 Peter 3:8, NLT)

[bookmark: _GoBack]May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had… (Romans 15:5, NIV)
                                                                                                 
Do your best to preserve the unity which the Spirit gives, by the peace that binds you together.  (Ephesians 4:3, TEV)

1  ---  3  ---  5  ---  7  ---  9



2._____________________________________________________

Sympathize with each other.  (1 Peter 3:8, NLT)

…be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry. 
                                                                                         (James 1:19, NIV)

…we must bear the “burden” of being considerate of the doubts and fears of others…  (Romans 15:2, TLB)

1  ---  3  ---  5  ---  7  ---  9






3._____________________________________________________

Love each other as brothers and sisters.  (1 Peter 3:8, NLT)

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love… (Romans 12:10, NIV)

If you love someone you will be loyal to him no matter what the cost…
                                                                                            (1 Corinthians 13:7, TLB)

Accept one another… just as Christ accepted you. (Romans 15:7, NIV)
                                                                               
1  ---  3  ---  5  ---  7  ---  9



4._____________________________________________________

Be tenderhearted…  (1 Peter 3:8, NLT)

(Speak) what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.  (Ephesians 4:29, NIV)

We should love people not only with words and talk, but by our actions and true caring.  (1 John 3:18, NCV)

1  ---  3  ---  5  ---  7  ---  9
                            


5._____________________________________________________

…and keep a humble attitude.  (1 Peter 3:8, NLT)

Pride leads to arguments; be humble, take advice and become wise.
                                                                                                  (Proverbs 13:10, TLB)

(Anyone) who refuses to admit his mistakes can never be successful.  But if he confesses and forsakes them, he gets another chance.  
                                                                                                  (Proverbs 28:13, TLB)

1  ---  3  ---  5  ---  7  ---  9
                                  






My response to today’s message

Information without application falls short of God’s best for us.  He wants us to apply what we learn so that we will change and grow, becoming more like Christ.  The following questions are for personal and group study.

1) John Ortberg says, “The possibility of transformation is the essence of hope.”  Do you agree?  Why or why not?  What is the biblical basis for your response?  

2) Why is there a vast difference between training to do something and trying to do something? What is the difference between Training vs. Trying to be like Jesus?  Trying hard can accomplish only so much.  If we are serious about life change, we will have to enter into a life of training.  (see 1 Timothy 4:7; 1 Corinthians 9:25)

3) Read 1 Peter 3:8-12.  How does this passage provide a summary of the section that began in 1 Peter 2:13?

4) In 1 Peter 3:8-12, Peter lists what one scholar calls “normative qualities every person united to Christ should manifest.”  Review, define and discuss each of these qualities.  Share how you “scored” yourself in relation to each.  What area ranked highest for you?  Lowest?  Share specific reasons why you responded the way you did.

5) Discuss the closing quote by Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  How can these characteristics of a disciple/follower of Jesus from 1 Peter 3:8-12 be incorporated into your life?… your family?… your small group?… your church?… your mission field?

6) Go over this “checklist for maturity” weekly for the next two months.  Write it out and place it where you’ll see it (put it on the refrigerator, tape it to the mirror, display it on your computer…).  Ask the Lord to help you grow up in these areas – and He will!

What is the main thing that God has impressed upon you today?

What are you going to do about it?

Remember:  The smallest obedient act is better than the greatest intention.
Primary message sources & recommended resources:  Hope Again (1 Peter) by Charles R. Swindoll; Exposition of the New Testament (1 Peter) by Warren Wiersbe; NIV Application Commentary (1 Peter); Word Biblical Commentary (1 Peter); The Communicator’s Commentary (1 Peter) by Paul Cedar; www.pastors.com – 1 Peter; The Life You’ve Always Wanted by John Ortberg.

	


A “golden triangle” for our souls 

The closer we are to Jesus, the more he manifests his omniscient purpose and omnipotent power in and through us. We think with the “mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:16), act with “all his energy that he powerfully works within [us]” (Colossians 1:29), and find that we can say with Paul, “I can do all things through him who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).


	To this end, philosopher and theologian Dallas Willard encouraged us to embrace what he called the “golden triangle” of spiritual transformation: (1) trust our challenges to the Lord, (2) depend daily on the Spirit, and (3) practice spiritual disciplines. He noted:


			 
		“No one of the three will give us a heart like Christ’s without the other two. None can take the place of any other. Yet each, connected to the others, will certainly bring us to ever-increasing Christlikeness.”




	 







	To maximize our relationship with our Father, it’s not enough to avoid the things that displease him: “God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him” (Philippians 2:13 NLT). As Oswald Chambers noted, “It is a question of being united with Jesus in his death until nothing ever appeals to you that did not appeal to him.” 

(Dr. Jim Denison, DenisonForum.org, September 17, 2026)
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