
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 114 (The Message)  
 
1-8 After Israel left Egypt, 
    the clan of Jacob left those barbarians behind; 
Judah became holy land for him, 
    Israel the place of holy rule. 
Sea took one look and ran the other way; 
    River Jordan turned around and ran off. 
The mountains turned playful and skipped like rams, 
    the hills frolicked like spring lambs. 
What’s wrong with you, Sea, that you ran away? 
    and you, River Jordan, that you turned and ran off? 
And mountains, why did you skip like rams? 
    and you, hills, frolic like spring lambs? 
Tremble, Earth! You’re in the Lord’s presence! 
    in the presence of Jacob’s God. 
He turned the rock into a pool of cool water, 
    turned flint into fresh spring water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35  
Common English Bible 

Parable of the unforgiving servant 

21 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, how many times should I forgive my brother or 
sister who sins against me? Should I forgive as many as seven times?” 

22 Jesus said, “Not just seven times, but rather as many as seventy-seven 
times.[a] 23 Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle 
accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle accounts, they brought to him 
a servant who owed him ten thousand bags of gold.[b] 25 Because the servant didn’t 
have enough to pay it back, the master ordered that he should be sold, along with 
his wife and children and everything he had, and that the proceeds should be used 
as payment. 26 But the servant fell down, kneeled before him, and said, ‘Please, be 
patient with me, and I’ll pay you back.’ 27 The master had compassion on that 
servant, released him, and forgave the loan. 

28 “When that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him 
one hundred coins.[c] He grabbed him around the throat and said, ‘Pay me back 
what you owe me.’ 

29 “Then his fellow servant fell down and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I’ll 
pay you back.’ 30 But he refused. Instead, he threw him into prison until he paid 
back his debt. 

31 “When his fellow servants saw what happened, they were deeply offended. They 
came and told their master all that happened. 32 His master called the first servant 
and said, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you appealed to 
me. 33 Shouldn’t you also have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on 
you?’ 34 His master was furious and handed him over to the guard responsible for 
punishing prisoners, until he had paid the whole debt. 

35 “My heavenly Father will also do the same to you if you don’t forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.” 

 


