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1 John 3:7-10
Teaching sheet for 9/20/26
Here are the two dangers we face:
· If we never talk about the devil, people begin to think he doesn’t exist or matter.
· If we talk about the devil too much, people begin to think we are obsessed with him.

Basic info: “the devil” - means slanderer or false accuser.  This is a title.  His other title is “satan.”  It is taken from the word for a prosecuting attorney.  He also has a name: “Lucifer” Isaiah 14:12
What is he?  “anointed cherub”  Ezekiel 28:14
The first cherub we see in the Bible is in Genesis 3:24: There are extensive descriptions in Ezekiel chapters 1 and 10.  They guard the entrance to the throne room of Almighty God.  

Lucifer was the leader of a revolt:  Revelation 12:7–9:  He only had 1/3 of the angels on his side.  God had 2/3.  That’s our side!  When the angels, now demons, were cast down to earth, most were placed in a pit.  That means there are way more angels on our side.  Now, think of it this way:  if there are millions of demons, there are billions of angels, and if there are billions of demons, there are trillions of angels because our side is way bigger!  Guess what?  I know which side wins in the end because I have read the end of the BOOK!  WE WIN!!!!!  That is, if you are on God’s team.

Two Teams, v. 7-8
Righteousness is a gift from God; it aids us in our path of sanctification.  Do you remember what practicing righteousness looks like?  It’s the Fruit of the Spirit found in Galatians 5:22-23.  Would you agree that if we allow the Fruit of the Spirit to flow from us, we will look like we are on God’s team?
We are held to a much higher standard as Followers of Jesus.  Listen to what Jesus had to say about adultery: Matthew 5:27-28. The Barna Group did a follow-up study in 2024 to look at the frequency of viewing porn: “Since Barna’s 2015 study The Porn Phenomenon, the number of U.S. adults consuming pornography has continued to rise, with a 6-percentage point increase (from 55% in 2015 to 61% presently). There is also a notable uptick in the number of women accessing pornographic content (39% then vs. 44% now).
Just over half of practicing Christians report consuming porn with some level of frequency, including 22 percent who view it weekly (15%) or daily (7%). Though numbers climb among nonpracticing Christians and non-Christians, the reality is that a slight majority of all Christians has some sort of history of engaging with pornographic material.”  https://www.barna.com/trends/over-half-of-practicing-christians-admit-they-use-pornography/
What did Christ do on the Cross?  At the Fall of Humanity, we lost our relationship with God and the image of God (Imago Dei) in each human being.  The Atoning Sacrifice of the Perfect Lamb reversed the separation from God, and made it possible for God to restore His image in you and me.  
 So, do you want to let God sanctify you?  If not, whose team do you want to be on?

The Power of Love, v. 9-10
There is a connection in v. 9 that we don’t want to miss – if you are born again/born of God, then you have 
God in you!  You have the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Where?  IN YOU!  We have talked about Union with Christ, and I have explained that you are IN CHRIST and Christ is IN YOU!

If that’s what it’s like to be born again/born of God, how can you continue in a lifestyle of sin?  Actually, you should hate sin just as your Heavenly Father does and see your own sin the same way God sees it.

John Wesley taught that new life in Christ was more than the power to sin a little less.  That new life, that seed, gives you a different way of looking at the world and the sin in your life.  He never taught that after you have been born again/born of God, you would never sin.  You see, you have the freedom to sin… or to not sin.  You have a choice.  

John Wesley wrote a sermon, “The Great Privilege of Those that are Born of God,” in which he builds on 1 John 3:9. He makes a clear distinction between before and after being born again/born of God:  “He does not perceive that divine breath of life, without which he cannot subsist a moment: Nor is he sensible of any of the things of God; they make no impression upon his soul. God is continually calling to him from on high, but he heareth not; his ears are shut, … He sees not the things of the Spirit of God; the eyes of his understanding being closed, and utter darkness covering his whole soul, surrounding him on every side. “
https://corpus.historyofmethodism.com/jw/sermons/019#p12

When we attend to the Means of Grace, like God’s Word, prayer, and worship, every day, we stay in that flow of grace, like being in a river that calls us to go deeper.  What would happen if you let the current of that river just sweep you away?  There’s an old saying out there: Let go and let God.  God has always wanted you to let Him.  That act of surrender is what it takes to let Jesus be more than your Savior; go deeper and let Him be the Lord of your life.

Let me remind you of something – God’s will for you is the best thing for you.  How can I make that bold claim?  God loves you soooooo much that He gave His only Son to suffer and die.  When you see the Suffering of Christ, do you see the Father's love for you?  You should!

John Wesley shared this vision of the future of Methodism: “Give me one hundred preachers who fear nothing but sin, and desire nothing but God, and I care not a straw whether they be clergymen or laymen; such alone will shake the gates of hell and set up the kingdom of heaven on Earth.”  I believe that kind of boldness Wesley wanted to see is possible today, if we choose to play for God’s team every day, not just on Sundays.  Amen.

HOMEWORK:	  
1 – Look up all the scripture verses.  Are there moments during the week when it looks like you are on the devil’s team?  How many?  What would it take to change that?  (hint – you can’t change others, just yourself)  
2 – Does thinking about surrendering to God’s will make you nervous?  Do you tend to be controlling?  You might want to ask that question to those closest to you and urge them to be honest with you.
3 – September 27: 1 John 3:11-15 “My Brother’s Keeper”
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