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First United Methodist Church of Hanford

Open hearts. Opene minds. Open doors. ﬁ
“The United Methodist Church forms disciples of Jesus Christ who, empowered by the Holy °
Spirit, love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously in local communities and worldwide
connections.”

\‘ (f? A Reconciling Congregation

505 N. Redington St.
(559) 584-4075
office@fumchanford.org
www.fumchanford.org

Pastor: Rev. Pastor Pablo R. Vargas
Music Director: Cavan O’Neill


http://www.fumchanford.org

Sunday Morning Worship Service - 6.20.2026
Lay Worship Leader- Bob Junell

Words of Welcome & Announcements
Centering Time (Preparing Our Hearts & Minds for Worship)
Opening Prayer

Responsive Call to Worship

In times of busyness and stress when we feel surrounded by challenges on all
sides...

We gather to learn to strive side by side with one mind for the faith of the
gospel.

In times of joy and rest when we feel the goodness of God’s provision and
abundance deep in our bones...

We gather to learn to strive side by side with one mind for the faith of the
gospel.

In times of conflict and distress when we feel just how hard it is to live in unity
together...

We gather to learn to strive side by side with one mind for the faith of the
gospel.

Disciples of Christ, come, let us worship God who empowers us to press on...
As we learn to strive side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel.

“All Are Welcome” Special Hymn
Passing the Peace of Christ (with hugs, handshakes, fist bumps, etc.)

Pastoral Welcome and Prayer



“Here | am to Worship” Praise Team

**Children will be dismissed at this time**

Scripture Reading- Philippians 2:1-13 (The Message)

2 *1f you’ve gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if his love has made
any difference in your life, if being in a community of the Spirit means
anything to you, if you have a heart, if you care—then do me a favor: Agree
with each other, love each other, be deep-spirited friends. Don’t push your
way to the front; don’t sweet-talk your way to the top. Put yourself aside and
help others get ahead. Don’t be obsessed with getting your own advantage.
Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand. *® Think of yourselves
the way Christ Jesus thought of himself. He had equal status with God but
didn’t think so much of himself that he had to cling to the advantages of that
status no matter what. Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the
privileges of deity and took on the status of a slave, became human! Having
become human, he stayed human. It was an incredibly humbling process. He
didn’t claim special privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and
then died a selfless, obedient death—and the worst kind of death at that—a
crucifixion. **!Because of that obedience, God lifted him high and honored
him far beyond anyone or anything, ever, so that all created beings in heaven
and on earth—even those long ago dead and buried—will bow in worship
before this Jesus Christ, and call out in praise that he is the Master of all, to
the glorious honor of God the Father. *** What I’'m getting at, friends, is that
you should simply keep on doing what you’ve done from the beginning. When
| was living among you, you lived in responsive obedience. Now that I’'m
separated from you, keep it up. Better yet, redouble your efforts. Be energetic
in your life of salvation, reverent and sensitive before God. That energy

is God’s energy, an energy deep within you, God himself willing and working at
what will give him the most pleasure.

Leader: This is the Word of our Lord. People: Thanks be to God.



Sermon: “The Side by Side Church” -Rev. Pablo R. Vargas

Prayer of Confession:

We continue to believe that we must earn our way into God's heart.

But God's grace is given to each of us, for all of us, freely, unconditionally,
always. Let us open our lives to this mercy as we pray, saying,

It seems we cannot decide, Cloud of Glory. We say we will live to serve
others, but end up meeting only our needs. We claim to live in a way that
honors Christ, but we do not take him to work, school, home. We believe
that the gospel can transform lives, (at least, for those who need it - not
us). Forgive us, Presence of Peace. Instead of grumblers, may we be
ambassadors of grace. Instead of continual complaining, may we carry
compassion to the hurting. Instead of whiners, may we be workers with
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to reach out and bring the kingdom of God
to everyone we meet. (Silence is kept)

This is the good news: there is no ranking in God's kingdom.

God graces everyone with the same gifts: mercy, restoration, new life.

God has kept the covenant. We have been forgiven, we have been made
new people. Thanks be to God. Amen.

“The Church’s One Foundation” UMH- 545

Offering Prayer (In Unison)

Steadfast God, for us to live is Christ. In every season, you hold us, and in
every struggle, you knit us together as one body. Receive these gifts as signs
that we choose to stand firm, striving side by side, living as citizens of your
kin-dom. Use what we offer to encourage the weary, strengthen your church,
and bear witness that love is stronger than fear. Shape our common life to be
worthy of the gospel, until our unity itself proclaims your grace. Amen

Invitation to give Our Tithes and Offering (followed by Doxology)
Benediction (Stay Afterwards for Coffee Hour)
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