Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost J L
September 20, 2026
Welcome — Please take a moment to sign the black attendance books in

the pews. \ (

Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, A 4
whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Please keep silent for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: As forgiven children of God, we have peace with God, and peace with one
another.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And Also with you.

P Let us share that peace with one another.




Hymn: “Take My Life, That  May Be” Red Book #685
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1 Take my life, that I may be con-se-crat-ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I  with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev -ty powr as thou shalt choose.
5 Take my will and make it thine; 6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
it shall be no longer mine. at thy feet its treasure store;
Take my heart, it is thine own; take myself, and I will be
it shall be thy royal throne. ever, only, all for thee.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: Parmos, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

Faith Lutheran Church
2206 Washington Rd,
Washington, IL 61571
Website and online worship:
www_shareourfaith org
Church: 309-745-9306
faithlth@shareourfaith. org
Pastor Mike Rahlf

Home: 563-495-3485
pastor(@shareourfaith org




Mo

5T

'L.(n)z 0 S— [ ) o . 7)
.
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

O

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the

Lord. Lord,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -




Hymn of Praise

Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1a. 1 Wor -thy 1s Christ, the Lamb
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
Y 4 ﬁ I ’ : hF ‘hl i ‘I ! |
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
Refrain
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1a. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a

O

- tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A -  men.
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slain has be - gun  his reign. Al -le - lu - ia.
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P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

Will you pray with me?

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful
judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading — Jonah 3:10-4:11 Pew Bible #745

10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their
evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would
bring upon them, and he did not do it.

4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to
the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own
country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a
gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and
relenting from punishment. 3 And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it
1s better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be
angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would
become of the city. 6 The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over
Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was
very happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed
a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God
prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he
was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to
live.” 9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?”
And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10 Then the Lord said, “You are
concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not
grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should I not be
concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred
and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left and
also many animals?”

R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God



Psalm 145:1-8

T will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and ever.
2Every day will I bless you and praise your name forever and ever.

3 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! There is no end ! to your greatness.
4 One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare your
power.

3T will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your marvelous
works.

S They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, and I will recount your
greatness.

" They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; they shall sing
joyfully of your righteousness.

8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love

Second Reading — Philippians 1:21-30 Pew Bible #952

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 2 If I am to live in the flesh, that
means fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. #* I am hard
pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far
better, 2* but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. %° Since I am
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in faith, 26 so that, by my presence again with you, your boast
might abound in Christ Jesus because of me. 2’ Only, live your life in a manner
worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent
and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving
side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel ?® and in no way frightened
by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your
salvation. And this is God’s doing. % For he has graciously granted you the
privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, ** since
you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
R The Word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God
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Gospel Reading — Matthew 20:1-16 Pew Bible #795

C Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ! “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. ? After agreeing
with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. > When
he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace,
4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever
is right.” So they went. > When he went out again about noon and about three
o’clock, he did the same. ® And about five o’clock he went out and found others
standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’
"They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go
into the vineyard.” ® When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and
then going to the first.” * When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them
received a denarius. ' Now when the first came, they thought they would receive
more; but each of them also received a denarius. ! And when they received it, they
grumbled against the landowner, '? saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the
scorching heat.” '* But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no
wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? !* Take what belongs to you and
go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. > Am I not allowed to do
what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am
generous?’ ' So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

C Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon: Pastor Mike Rahlf



Sermon Hymn: “Just As I Am, without One Plea” Red Book #592
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1 Just as I am, with-out one plea, but thy blood was
2 Just as I am, though tossed a-bout with man - ya con - flict,
3 Just as I am, thou wilt re-ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
4 Just  as I am; thy love un-known has - ken ev - 'ry
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shed for me, and that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
man - y.a doubt, fight-ings and fears with - in, with - out,
cleanse, re - lieve; be - cause thy prom - ise be - lieve,
bar - rier down; now to be thine, yea, thine a - lone,
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O Lamb of  God, I come, I come.

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871
Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868

Apostles’ Creed

C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.*On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.



Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Hear us, O God ,” please
respond, “your mercy is great.”

Offering: Jesus gives us life, hope, and salvation. Let us commit ourselves to God

and joyfully lift our offerings to the Lord.
: EE%E

Please take a moment to give an offering to the church on the Faith Lutheran website
website with the Tithe.ly app or bring your gift to the plate during link
communion.

Offering Prayer

P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our
labor, that we may work for the good of all, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. W

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... with the church on earth and the

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho - 1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed s he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy Communion
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

C The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Distribution




Communion Hymn: “Precious Lord, Take My hand” Red Book #773
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1 Pre - cious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me  stand,
2 Whenmy way grows. . drear, pre-cious Lord, lin-ger near,
3 When the dark - ness ap - pears and the night draws. . near,
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)| am tired, I am weak, I am worn.
whenmy  life is al - most gone,
and the day is past and . . . gone,
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Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall.
at the riv - er I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand.
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Take my  hand, pre-cious Lord, lead me home.

Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899-1993
Music: PRECIOUS LORD, George N. Allen, 18121877, adapt. Thomas A. Dorsey
Text and music © 1938, 1966 Unichappell Music Inc., admin. Hal Leonard Corp. International copyright secured. All rights reserved.

Communion Prayer

P God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the

world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen



Closing Hymn: “Rise Up, O Saints of God!” Red Book #669
DaF
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I Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The  king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain;
5 Com - mit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the word of hope pro-claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.

stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’'s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!

Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936

Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C Thanks be to God!
Postlude

Liturgy and texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23




