Series: Seek First the Kingdom of God: A Light to Our Eyes, a study in Ezra
Sermon: “…the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes…” Ps. 19:8
Primary Text: Ezra 7-9

Discussion guide:
· What is your favorite board game? What would it be like if there were no rules? 
· What do the rules provide?
· Read Ezra 7:6, 10, 11, 12, & 21 – what do all of these tell you about Ezra?
· What does it mean that he “set his heart” on studying, doing, and teaching the law of God?
· Why do you think it meant so much to him?
· Read Psalm 19:8 – what is David saying about God’s commands and precepts and why is it true?
· How do God’s rules give up and help us have a more accurate perception of reality?
· Read Ezra 8:21-23
· Why doesn’t Ezra ask for guards from the king?
· How would Ezra’s heart for God’s law help him have such a trust in God?
· How does trust or dependence on God foster a happier life?
· What are some other benefits to obedience?
· Read Ezra 9:6-15
· Why is Ezra so upset?
· What command has Israel broken and why is that so dangerous? 
· What does this tell us about when we disobey? 
· Read 1 John 1:9 – what is our responsibility in this verse? Why is that so important?

